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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act» 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Friday, the 
18tli February, 1944, at 4-46 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Mr. Svbd Naosher Ali) in the Chair, 
12 Hon’ble Miuisters and 177 members. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Supply of labour for paddy cultivation. 

*9S. Mr. HEM CHANDRA NASKAR. (//) Is the Hon'ble Minister in 

charge of the Agriculture Dctmrtmeiit aware that — 

(i ) a very large number of labourers die<l of starvation and diseases 
throughout the 1‘rovince; and 

( ) ripe paddy (Tops could not be reape(l owing to pau(’ity of labourP 
(h) If the answer to (o> i.'i in the affirmative, will the Ilou’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what steps are being taken b> (iovernrnent for supply of 
labour for pad(K cultivation this year? 

MINISTER in charge of the AGRICULTURE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hoaain): (a) (r) (loTernmont 
are aware that a c<jnsiderah!e number of deaths have taken place among the 
labour population in Ifengal as a result of starvation and illness. 

The reports receivtnl so far do not disclose any serions shortage of 
agricultural laf»our in har\esting the paddy crop in any part of the I’rovince. 

(6) Though no H<*rious sliortage of ugncultunil labour is apprehended, 
Government are full> alive to ilie situation and will take all necessary steps 
to Tiieet any serious deficiency which may arise. The> have moved the 
Government of India to render assistance if it is required. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Ilon’hle Minister be 
pleased to state wbat is the exact nature of the infoniiation that th«i Govern- 
ment have received from the different districts of Ikmgal regarding labour 
deficiency ? 

The Hoii’bio Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAIZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

The District Officers’ reimrts go to show that there was no serious apprehen- 
sion of any shortage of labour. * 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
plea.sed to state what is the nature of assistance that thi.s Government have 
asked for from the Government of India? 

The Hon’bla Khan Bahadur 8AIYE0 MUAZZAMUDDIN HOBAIN: 
The Government of India were asked to be in readiness to help us with the 
labour force of the Military Department if possible. 
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Mr. 8URENORA NATH BISWASl^Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what is the extent of shortage of labour according to the information 
received by the Hon’ble Minister? 

The Hoii’ble KhaA Bahadur 8AIYE0 MUAXZAMUDDIN H08AINS 

The District Magistrates were asked to report whether they apprehended any 
shortage of labour in regard to har^’esting of crops and they said that there 
would be no such shortage. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH Bi8WA8: With reference to answer (6), will 
th(? Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the supply of cheap food 
to iigricultunil labour i.s a necessary step to meet any serious deficiency 
which may ari.se with regard to labour? 

The Hon*bie Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

That question does not arise at all, 1 think. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: In answer (h) it is said that 
“Government will take all necessary steps to meet any serious deficiency 
which may arise” I am asking the flon’ble Minister whether he has 
considered that the question of supply of cheap food so that agricultural 
labour may not die of starvation is a necessary step to meet any serious 
deficiency wdiich is likely to arise? 

The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUA22AMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Supply of cheap food will not create more labourers. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Is the Hon hie Minister aware that 
wages of labour have increased abnormally on account ol .slmrtage of labour? 

The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN; 

Yes, wages have increased certainly. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Is the Hon hie Minister aware 
whether Government have taken any .step.s after harvesting to call for 
reports to ascertain it there will he any shortage ot labour in respect of 
cultivation ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

We do not think that there wdll be any snortage of labour at the time of 
cultivation. In the harvesting season there was some <lifiiculty l>ecause the 
entire hurv’estiiig work had to be completed in the course of a month. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: With referenee to answer (o ) (i/i, is the 
Goverumeiit in a position to tell the House the approximate percentage of 
harve.sting done .so far? 

Tho Hon’blo Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

I liave not got definite information, but as far as I know* all harvesting has 
been completed by now. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to 
tell the House, with reference to answer > tj ). the number of deaths 
among the labour population in Bengal as a result of starvation? 

Tht Hon’hle Khan Bahadur 8AIYE0 MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

1 am not in a position to give it. But if fresh notice is given, we may try 
to find it out. 
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Mr. A. F. STARK: Will the rfon’ble Minister be pleased to explain 
what he means by " ‘necessary steps' to meet any serious deficiency which 
mav ari.se” I' What steps does the ITon'ble Minister have in view? 

Th* Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYE0 MUAZZAMUODIM HOBAIM: 

As I have already said, the Government of India were warned and the 
Military Department requested to help us with labour force, if necessary, 
if any serious deficiency arose in any district, due to shortage of labour, 
and there was apprehension of any crop not being harvested. 

Mr. A. F. STARK: For cultivating the next crop? 

(No answer. ) 

Stopping of settlement operttion in BakargenJ. 

*100. Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: {a) Will the Hon Me 

Minif^ter in rharfje of the Hevenue Deportment be plea?<e(l to ntute whether 
it is a fact that — 

(/) the settlement operation continninfir in the flistrict of Daknrpanj wa» 
abruptly stopped in the year HMb; and 
(u) several hundretls of eniplo^ees wei-e thrown out of employment ^ 

(b) If the answer to tu' (n) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(f) the number of employees affected ; and 

(it) the number of those who have been provided by the Government up 
to date.^ 

{c) Is it a fact that immcfliately after the close of Faridpiir ojienition 
mo.st of the emplo\ee‘s of tliat Department will be discburj^edy 

HO, what Htejis d<» (tovernment propose to take to provide these 

men ? 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Tarak Nath Mukerjea): {a) tn Ilakarptiij Hevisional Settlement was 
stoppeil in Sejilembt‘r. 

(//,' Yes 
(hi {i } dOl. 

(n) 12o 
(r) Yes, 

{d ) The uppointmenth held by those persons are purely ttunporary and 
in some cases only .seasfuial. Most of them are non-Matriculates ami do not 
poKse.ss the qualiffcationH required for clerical w/^trk in otlier Government 
departments. For those who are <jualified an attempt will be made to find 
employment in other deparlrneut.s as far as possible, but no fruaranteo for 
such employment can he jjiven. 

Flood havoc in Burdwan district 

M01. Mr. ADWAITA KUMAR MA4I: (of Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in char^re of the Revenue Department V»e please<l to lav on the Table a stale* 
ment shdwinf? — 

(f) the total loss of — 

(1 ) life, and 

(2) property 

iu the district of Burdwan due to last flood bavor; and 
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{it) the number of villages in each union affected? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what steps Government 
have taken to relieve the distress of the affected people? 

(c) Do the Government contemplate to help the people of the affected 
area with gratuitous relief in the shape of — 

(7) building huts, and 

(it) buying seeds? 

(d) If so, when ? 

The Hon'ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: (a)(i) (1) Below 20 

(2) Eighteen thousand and eight hundred huts were destroyed, of which 
the estimated value is over Tts.dJ lakhs. Besides there was loss of aus crops, 
am/in seedlings and cattle, the value of which cannot be estimated without 
detailed enquiry and survey. 

(ti) Sadar subdivision. — Two hundred and sixty-five villages in 19 unions. 

Kalna subdivision. — Two hundred and thirteen villages in 24 unions. 

Katwa subdivision. Seventy-seven villages in 16 unions. 

(h) Relief was given by the (f) distribution of free doles in cash and 
kind, (//) oiKining gruel kitchens and cheap grain shops, (in) advance of 
ttgriciilturul loans, and (iv) oi>ening test works. 

(c) and {(I) Rs. 1,00, 000 w'us sanctioned for distribution as gratuitous 
relief for rebuilding huts. Loans were also sanctioned for this purpose as 
well as for purchase of seeds. 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. AVitli reference to answers (In and (c), 
will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased to state what was the machinery used 
for the distribution of relief, particularl> the distribution of free doles in 
cash ami the distriluition of gratuit(»us relief for reliuilding hutsy 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: It was done b\ (iovern- 
ment officers with the help of members of the District Board. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. And with regard to opening of test relief 
w'orks ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: It was done by the 
District Board tlirovigli the District Engineer with the approval of the 
District Magistrate 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is it a tact tliat large defalcations in the 
distribution of free doles and in the opening of test relief works were noticed 
and enquired into by Government? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: 1 regret. 1 cannot make 
a statement on this matter, as the matter is still under investigation. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hoodie Minister be pleased to 
state when was that investigation starteii? 

The Hon’blo Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: About two months ago. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to 
itate how much of this money which was placed at the disposal of local 
officials for relief work actually reached the suffering people? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: It is humanly impossible 
to answer such a question, but 1 think it reached them entirely. 
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Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’hle Minister be pleased to 
state whether Government think it necessary to make a detailed enquiry 
about the loss in the Burdwun district at that timeh 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: The matter is under 
enquiry and it has \el \o l>e astt*rtaim*d \v}h‘t}H*r iheie was any loss 
whatsoever. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the ITon'ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether practically six months have elapsed between the date of the 
havoc and today ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That i.s no (piestion. 

Relief measures in the oyotone-affeoted areas of Midnafiore. 

•102. Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: ia) Will the llon’ble Minister in 
charjje of the Itevenue Department 1 h' please<l ti> state with reg’urd to the 
cyclone in the MidnajHire district whether schemes and meuRurea are under 
contemidatioii for — 

{i) rehabilitation <»i deva-ntated villajjes and towns; 

ill) ^rrantinpr ot ^^latuitous help and loan for houscdmildinj^ ])urjK)8e and 
basis thereof; 

(ui) granting’ (d at uitcnis helj» fiir the purpose of biiyinj;^ a^riimltural 
implements, bullocks, seeds, manures, etc. ; 

ur) prantin^^ oi aprricultural b>ans without any interest; 

(r) exemption of all rents aiul levenues foi the present year and tbere^ 
alter realisation in the pio]H)itioii to ]>ioduction of crojw* be made 
till normal crojis are available; and 

( Tw i exemption of all arrear rents u[» to date? 

(h) If the answer to {a) is in the athrmati\e, will the Ilon’ble Minister 
be pleased to .state in biief the natuie of Micdi .schemes and measures? 

The Hon’bie Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERdEA: (a) (t) to (in) Steps 
have already been taken to p'lve such relief. 

ttr) Yes, but not without interest. 

(r) and (i*i) The (juestion of remissic»n of rent and revenue is beinff dealt 
with as pT(»vi(led in the Tauxi Manual. 

(b) The foliow’infr relief has lieeri sanctmned since the cvcloue of Dctoher, 

1942 :~ 

(i) Gratuitous Relief — Over Rs.2 ?i2 crores, 

(1) In cash. 

(2) In foodstuff, cloths, blankets, etc. 
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(it) Agricultural loana— About IU.119 croreg for the following 

pfurposes : — 

(1) Houfic-huilding. 

(2) Maintenance. 

(3) Purchase of milch and draug-ht cattle, 

(4) Purely agricultural purposes including advance of paddy 

geeds. 

In deserving cases it is intended to convert loans for house-building 
into giants on more detailed enquiry. 

(Hi) Rehabilitation of small trades and business — About Rs.4 lakhs. 

{iv) Ixmns to jotedars and talukdars — Alsmt R8.5 lakhs, 

(r) Test relief — Over Rs.TlJ lakhs. 

(vi) Milk c-antoens were started for distributing milk among inlants, 
invalids and exjiectant mothers. 

(vti) The restriction on the manufacture ol salt by local iieople for 
exfKirt was relaxed aiul (lovernmeut made arraugements for 
purchase of salt from the bxal priKhnei’s. 

(viii) Government sanctioned Ks.57,000 for distribution as gratuitous 
relief to d(*stitute weavers for rejfaiiN oi icplacement of their lofuns 
and a further sum of Ks.DS.GtK) for sup^dying them with yarn 
on loan. 

(it) Government have siinctioned the advarue of the salaries of dafadars 
ami chaukidars of the worst-nfferfed areas jjending final decision 
on the question of total or partial remission of union rates in 
those areas, 

(t) Government vsanctioned Rs.thTIt.OOG for assisting the edmatioual 
institutions destroyed or severely damaged li\ the cyclone. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: With reference to answer (r ., will 
the Hon’hle Minister be jdeased to state whether tlie .sanctioned amount has 
been 8[)ent ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: The amount was paid 
and spent as soon as possible. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: With reference to answer 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state M’hcther the amounts sanctioned 
for payment of salaries of dafadars and chaukidais have also been actually 
spent Y 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA; I think it has already 
been spent otherwise there would have been complaints. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon Me Minister be 
pleased to state with n*gard to the sanctioned amount of Rs. 57,000 for 
distribution as gratuitous relief to destitute weavers whether that amount 
has also been spent ? 

Tht Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA; It was spent long ago 

Rii HARENDRA NATH CHAUOHURI: With reference to answer 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state how many schools have been 
closed down since the cyclone ^ 
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Th« Hon'We Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: That I cannot say 

off-hand. 

Rai HARENORA NATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hou’hlc Minister be 
pleased to state whether he has any idea that the facilities for education in 
those areas are the same now as it was before? 

The Hon'Me Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: In most oases the 
buildings have been restored; it may be that in a few oases that could not 
be done for the non-availability of suitable material. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Will the llon ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact or not that in spite of the help given 
there liave been serious curtailment of educational facilities in those areas? 

The Hon’ble Mr, TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: It may he in few 

cases due to various causes . 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: With reference to answer {a) (r> 
and ( 7 '/ ), will the Hon ble Minister be pleased to state whether the <juestion 
of remission of rent aiul revenue as provi<ie<l in the Tauzi Manual has any- 
thing to do w’ith a widespread devastation of such magnitude as had taken 
place in Burdwan? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: As I have already stated 
the matter is under invt*st igation and 1 have nothing further to add. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: With reference to the answers 

< f » and {ri), M’ill the Ilon'ble Minister be plea.sed to state in liow many 
ca^es revenue has been remitted!" 

The Hon*ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: For such a detailed 
aiiswei I want notict* 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon ble Minister be 

pleased to state fh«* t(»tal amount of remission ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: As accounts have not 
\et been finally settled, I am not in a position to sa\ it — 1 want nf>tice. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
})b’as('<i to state whether anv lemission of rent has been gi\cn tf» the tenant* 
and, if so, to what extent? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA; For the information 
of the House I nui\ state that unless and until a landlord grunts .an entire 
remission (d rent to hi*' tenants, he is not eligible to get the remission of 
revenue from Government. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: With reference to the answer 
(hi {vii)f w’ill the HfUi’ble Minister be pleased to tell u« what was the nature 
of relaxation of the restrictirin on the manufacture of salt ? 

The Hon’bid Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: It is a matter relating 
to another department. I have no further infornintion. 

Mr. A8HUT08H LAHIRI: With referenee t<* answer (/m that 

the following relief has heen sanctioned since the cyelone of October, 1942, 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state how much has been actually 
fipent up to date? 
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Th# Hon’We Mr. TARAK MATH MUKERJEA: The whole amount has 

been Hpent. 

Mr. DHIREHDRA HATH DATTA: On a point of order, Sir. The 
anHwer ha« been given that the restriction on the manufacture of salt by 
local people has been relaxed and Government has made arrangements for 
purchase of salt from the local producers and in answer to a supplementary 
question, the Hon’ble Minister has said that that is a matter relating to 
another department and he is not in a position to give any information. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Any further information. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what was the nature of the relaxation ^ 

Mr. SPEAKER: He is not expected to give you details. 

Rise in the price of foodstuffs. 

•1S3. Mr. HEM CHANDRA N ASKAR: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Civil Supplies Department aware of the abnormal rise in the 
price ot foodstuffs? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, wmII the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleasiHl to state what stejjs are InMug taken by (bivernment in the matter? 

MINISTER in charge of the CIVIL SUPPLIES DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy): The position on the inth June, HM'l, was 
as follows : — 

(a) Yes. 

(h) (1) Action 18 being taken against the hoardeis and profiteers and 
instructions have issued to District Magistrates to reiiuisition h(K»rde<l stoi'ks 
or stocks which have not been declared (.r wlin h have been falselv declaied 
under the FiMHlgrains (‘ontrol Order and <o i-lai'e them on the maiket for 
retail sale through coutindled sho|w at Ks lo per maiind to the jKioier peojde. 

(2) Agriculturists who have more than their iieetls are being ^lersuaded 
to part with their suijdus stix'k lor sale or to loan it out to their needy 
neigh Umrs. 

(3) Free trade ha.s been established within the “Eastern Zone" giving 
an o[)j>ortunity to tlie inen huntN ot this Pro\in('e to import nee Iroin Bihar, 
Orissa and other Provinces and states within this zone. 

(4) Government i.s also making pun hases on a large scale from different 
Provinces with a vii‘w to nM‘et the rc«|uireim*nts of tin* deficit aieas and to 
“moderate'’ priies in thi.s Province. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon'bie Minister be 
pleased to state what is the normal price of rice ."O far a." coiiMinicrN are 
concerned according to Government ? 

Thi Hon’blo Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: At what period of time? 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Say today 

Tho Hon’blo Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: 1 suhmit it does not ari>e out 
of this question. 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to answer (</> (3) where 
reference has been made to the establishment of free zone in the Eastern 
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Area, will the Kon’ble Minister he pleased to state now wliat has been the 
experience in regard to that experiment ? 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWAR0Y: Our experience has been that 
in spite of opposition offered by the surrounding provinoes, we have been 
able to get a substantial amount of food-grains into Bengal which, in iny 
opinion, saved Bengal at u very critical stage. There is still c«)nsidorahle 
amount of food-gmins within these provinces which have not yot moved 
into Bengal and we are in correspondence with these provinces regarding 
their release. I may state, Sir. that the position is by no means 
satisfactory. 

Dr. NALiNAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’hle Minister he pleased 
to state if it i.s a fact that siinultaneousl\ with the nifnxluction of fret* trade, 
the ceiling price control lor rice and paddy in this provini'e had to he lifted ^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8, 8UHRAWARDY: Vo 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the llou'hle Minister he pleased to 
state if It is a fact that the witlidiawal ot i he price control was one of the 
potent factors for forcing up prices in this province K 

The Hon’ble Mr. H.8. 8UHRAWARDY: No, Sir. 1 do not hold that 
view. 

8upply of articles to security prisoners in Presidency Jail. 

M04. Mr. 818 NATH BANERJEE: oO Is the llon'hle Minister in 
charge of the lloiiK* l)t*i»;ut ineiit aware that — 

{i) th(* se(uiity pri^oneis in the Piesideiiey Jail are not getting the 
urgentlv nete^^ar\ artules ol »*\ei\duy use siu h as clothing, warm 
clothing, iHshliiig, cluiu. table, light, tooth jjaste, soap, oil, etc., 
ior months though they are entitled to the same on admission; 

<<r) ordinarN articles as mugs for hathing^ an* not suppluHl, even on 
rejieated ranjuisition ff»r months; 

( 111 ) letters from prisorH*rs take 4-h weeks to reach their friends and 
relatives in Calcutta and Howrah; 

(ir) petition.s and commuiiicati(»u.s tor (ioverrinieiit are not sent out from 
the flail ottice itself for 4-4 w<*ek.s ; and 

ir) .Srijiit Nishitha Nath Kuudu, Srijut J^unchanan Bose ami other 

representatives of the security |wisonei.s have in sucr!<*ssion for 
the last four montlis rejwatedly drawn in wnling tin* attention 
of the flail authoniies towards the grievances of the secmrily pri- 
soners due to ncm-deliverv of the articles to which they are 
entill(*d to on admission ainl their dissaiisfact ion in the matter? 

(h) If so, will the Hon’hle Minister U* pleased to state the reasons 
therefor ? 

(c) Is the Hon’hle Minister aware that Srijut Satindra Nath S«*n, another 
security prisoner, had sent a rej>resentatioii on the 17th January, 1943, that 
unless the grievances of the security prisoners are removed wdthin seven 
days, he with some of his colleagues w'ould start offering resistance for these 
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{d) If tbo answer to (c) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to lay on the Table a copy of the representation ? 

{e) Is it a fact that the security prisoners themselves (including the 
questioner) perHonally rei>resented their grievances to the Hon’ble Ministers 
in charge of Home, Co-ordination, of Civil Defence, Revenue, Finance and 
Co-oj)erative Defmrtments when they visited Jail on the 15th January, 1943, 
and on previous dates? 

(/) If so, will the Hou’hle Minister be pleased to state what steps have 
been taken or are projK)sed to l»e taken for the redress of the grievances of 
the security jinsoners in the Presidency Jail? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon'ble Khwaja Sir 
Naiinuiddin) : (oi (/') to {iv) and (h» 1 refer to the reply given to the 
starred queslion No, llt't on oth March. 1943. 

id) (r) and (r) Ye.s. 

(</) No. 

(c) I have no inlonnation. 

(/) The grievaiKes, refeiied to, relate to the period of office of the last 
Ministry. Since the assun»j*tion <d office liy the present Ministrv, all ]K>s‘<ihle 
steps liave lK‘en taken to enquire into the alleg(‘d grievances and to take 
mitigating action, \shcrc niM-essaiv. 

Mr^ ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With reference t<i aii'^wer (/». \ull tlie 
Hon’lde Minister h(‘ please<l to ‘'tate which of the grie\ances referred to in 
the (jueslioii have been redressed? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI : (hie of the chief grie\aiic4*s of >ecurity 
prisoners was witli regard to the ownership of old ehdhing Aftei the 
as.suniption of office hy the present Ministi\ it lias been recognised that 
tluvse elnthings belong to tbe prisoners an<l non can b»* sent either to 
charitable institutions or to their fanii]\ niember." 

Mr# ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Abtuit other giievam'es? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Another grievance uas with regard 
to the delay of lett<>rs Now (ioverrirnent hav(‘ up])ointe<l one Aihlitional 
Jaih>r, two IXquity Jailors and four clerks 'J'lierefore, there is now no 
longer any dtdav in the transinisison of letters either fioni the st*curity 
prisoners or to the .security prisoners. 

Another grievance was with reg.ird to the crowding in jails and insuffi- 
cioney of artndes These grievance.s have also been redressed and now there 
is sufficient miiiiber of articles for the use of prisoners. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state when this Additional Jailor and two Deputy Jailors referred to in 
reply were appointed? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: For the exact date T want notice. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Were they appointed after this 
Ministry assumed charge? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I am not sure about all of them but 
most of them were appointed after this Ministry came into office. 
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Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU* Was the Ailditioua] Jailnr appointed 
after this Ministry came into office ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I want notice. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU S What kind of enquiry wajs held and 
wlien and by whom ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The enquiry was held by the depart- 
mental officers of Government. 

Mr. NI8HITHA HATH KUNDU: Will it be pos.sible for (he Hon’ble 
Minister to state definitely wh«i were (he t^ifieer.'s uho held (he enquiry and 
when ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I \\an( notice 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: With refen*nce to question (z), will 
the Hon’ble Minister be ]deased to tell the House whal arriinvTonient lias 
been made or what 8te])s have bt*cn taken b\ t iov<»rnnn‘nt to see that tlie 
security prisoners do pet their urpentlv neee8sar\ artudes of everyday use 
su(‘h as clothinp, warm clothinp, beddinp, chair, table, lipht, tooth paste, 
soap, oil, etc. ? The only answer we havi* pot i.s that some arranpements 
are beinp made with repard to clothiup No answer hiis been piven with 
rei:fard to table, chair, etc. 

Mr. 8PEAKER : I see that the question has heiui answered in another 
place hv (he Hon'hle Minister. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: One of the prievances was insuffi- 
cienev of liathinp mups. It ma\ he included in (he “eti'etera” put hy tin* 
honourable member, and that ha,s also been redn'sned and now there is a 
sufficient number of miips 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Sir, tin* (|uestion is d(*finite. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Y ou need not discuss whether it is definite or not 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: I have not pot the answer. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Y ou may not be satisfied with the answer. Wlint can 
I do ? 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: What .^teps have been taken liy the 
Government t*> su])j»!y tin* secuntN pn^ioners with tables, chairs, warm 
clothinp ? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: He h as piven some answer. Jt may not be satinfaetory 
to you. Wliat ran I do? 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA GH08E: Will the Hon'hie Minister be pleased to 
state whether it is a fact that warm clothes liavc not been supplied tr» the 
security prisoners? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: A*, far as possilde this has l>een done. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CH08E: No tar as po.sstble*’. Will the 
Hon'ble Minister be pelased to state definitely whether any warm clothes 
have been supplied to the security prisonerH? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: At first there uas some delay in the 
supply of warm clothinp hut this has been done now. 
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Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: With reference to reply (<f), will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what is the reason for saying “No”. 

Khu Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: It is not in the public interest to lay 
the representation on the table. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. We have been 
noticiiif^ of late attempts being made to reply to questions with reference to 
the present Ministry or the past Ministry and here in answer (/) the period 
of office of the last Ministry has been referred to. The rules require that 
when a question is put, there should be no insinuation. Am I to presume 
from that that when the answer is given, there should also be no insinuation? 
I must make it frankly clear that we do not belong to any party that has 
given support to any Ministry, but personally I feel (cries of “oh, oh” from 
the Coalition Benches/ 

Mr. 8PEAKER. What is your point of order? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. My point of order is this: will >ou 
consider whether parliamentary practice permits the use of such mud- 
throwing and whether the rule regarding insinuation contained in the 
questions also applies in the case of answers? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: (Irder please I am not called upon to give a ruling 
on a hypothetical set of facts. J do not see any insinuation here. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8iDDIQI: With reference to answer (c), is the 
Government prepared to find out cf»rrect information? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: About what? 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Whether so many Hon’ble Ministers 
actually visited the jail and the priHone^^ did place their grievances ladore 
them. Sir, it is an important matter and the an.'Jwer should be complete. 
Is the Government prejiared to call for information on the point? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI; There is reference to the visit of 
some Ministers during the regime of tin* la.st Mini>try and theie is a ijUe.Ntion 
whethiT .'<ecurit\ pri'^onci.> placed (hni gne\atiee'- hefoi’f* the Minister." 
Government have no means (d asentaining tiom the Minister" concerned 
ofiieially whether tin* gnevances were r(‘pi(‘sonted or not. It is not U[) to 
the present (government lo emiuire from indivuals whether certain 
grievances w’ere reprt'.seiited or not, 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI; Is any record of visit kept in the 
jail register? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: At best there may be a record of 
their visit, but there cannot be any record of the fact whether grievances 
were represented or not and there cannot be any record of the conversation 
that took place between Ministers and the security prisoners. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Sir, I did not ask about the detail.s 
of the conversation. Is there any record of the visit made by the Ministers 
mentioned in the question ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: In the question there is not only 
reference with regard to the visit, but it also enquires whether the security 
prisoners personally represented their grievances or not. The answer is 
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‘'there is no information”. There may be information with reheard to their 
Tieit to the jail, but there is no information whether the security prisonera 
personally represented their grievances to the then Ministers. 

Mr« ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDOIQI: Did the Ministers actually visit the 
jail on the loth January, 194dP 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED AL.I: If the hoiiiiuruble member will put a 
definite question to that effect, it will be answered. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Sir, my question is quite definite. 

Mr. 8PEAKER. AVell, that is the answer It may not be satisfactory to 
you. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQi: Have the pajicrs of (Government 
connected with the visit been destroyed J' 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: With reference to the answer just now 
given that some warm clotlmig has bet»n supplieil, will the llon'ble Minister 
be pleased to state when was it supplied.^ 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I want notice 

Medical treatment of security prisoner Srijut tokendra Mohan 8en. 

•105. Mr. HARIPADA CHATTOPADHYAY: {a) U the llon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Home Department aware that — 

(<) political pri.soiier Srijiit Lokeiidru Mohan Sen, jileader (Dinajpur)^ 
whi» >'as HI the Alipore (Viitral Jail, was a diabetic patient; 

{n) on examination his urine and hhKxl were found to csmtiiin large 
|M*rtentage of sugar; 

(in) he was operated on twice in the jail hospital; and 

(m ) alter the ojteration c(»niplication.s develojied and he was removed in 
a precarious condition to the Medical (’ollege Hospital?' 

{h} If the answer to (<i) is in the affinnati\e, will the llon’ble MinisU^r 
be pleased to state — 

(/') why Srijut Lokendra Mohan Sen instead of initially l>eing transferred 
to the Medical College H ospital for ]>ropt‘r tr(‘atnient was oj^>erat- 
ed on in the Jail hosjutal; and 

nt) what step^, if any, tin* Hon’ldi* Miiii.ster jnopose to take in the 
matter r 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir 
Naztmuddin): {a} (o to {tu} Yes. 

iir) No. He was removed to Meilical ('ollege Hospital as due to hie 
dial>etic condition further spread of cellulitis was apprehended. 

( 6) ti) The prisoner was (q>erate<l upon for an abscess (»n the palm of the 
right hand for which his cqierafive treatment in the Medic4tl (Villege ITosfntal 
was not considered necessary. 

(fi) As this prisoner has long lieen released no further action is necea- 
saiT 
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PiDpotad tppoMitment of tiilMifial to aiutuire into allegod oxoaaaos oonimitted 
by police in Tamluk and Contai. 

•106. Dr. COBINDA CHANDRA BHOWMIK: (a) Will the Hon ble 

Miiii.stpr in oharj^e of the Homo Department he pleased to state whether the 
Government contemplate to apfwint a tribunal of ex-Judges of Calcutta 
High (V)urt to enquire into excesses committed by military and police in 
Tamluk and ('ontai sulwlivisions as [»romised by the ex-Chief Minister on the 
]5th February, HMd? 

(M If BO, will the Hon’ ble Jfinister be pleased to state when the tril)unul 
is likely to l>o appointed? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon'ble 
Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin) : (a) and (h) I do not consider myself bound by 
any undertaking made in this respect by the late Ministry. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Will the HonTde Minister be 
pleased to state whether the present Home Minister considers it desirable 
to appoint a tribunal to enquire into the excesses? 

Tho Hon’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; Sir, my policy is that we do 
not think it desirable to bold enquiries into actions that took place during 
the past regime, 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Is the Hon hie Home M iii ter 
aware that there have been excesses? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: As I was not in office at that 
time, I cannot express any opinion on that. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Is the Hon hie Home Minister 
aware that facts have transpired during the present regime which deniund 
an enquiry? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, many facts have 
transpired about the regime of the past Ministry. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether he tlid not enquire into the excesses, because he was not 
bound by the undertaking given by the late Ministry? 

Tha Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, as I have said, it cannot 
be ])roper or riglit for a (lovernment to try and rectify the mistakes of 
previous Governments. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Is it a tact that the present Ministry 
to«)k over office on the distinct understanding given to persiuis of authority 
tiuit the> will not i*arry out the undertakings given b\ tlie previous Ministry 
in this respect? - 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, this i<« one of thn.se 
statements which, I am afraid, can onl\ be an.'«wered by the abu^t* of the 
rule of parliuineutary language. (Cries of “Hear, bear” from the Coalition 
Party Benches. ) 

Mr* ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon’hle Minister be please<l to 
state whether Goveinmeut consider themselves bound by the undertaking 
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given by the previous Ministry and whether the alleged excesses committed 
in the district of Midiiapore in their opinion really call for an enquiry or 
not? 

Mft SPEAKER: The Hon'hle Minister has already answered that 
question. 

Mr. NiSHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon'hle Minister he pleased 
to tell us if he ha^ got in (Toverninent Hies an\ ecunplaint about these 
excesses committed in Midnap<^rt‘ ami Tamluk? 

The Hon’hle Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: If the honourahle memher will 
w'ait, there is another que.'^tion iiending and there he will find something 
about it. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNOU: Will the Hon'hle Munster repl.\ to 
m\ (lue^fion without a.^king me to uait tor the next question? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is amUher matter. Have \ou goi any more 
supplementar> (juestion 'i 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Yes. Su Will the Hon hh Minister 
he pleased to state whether an> compluint ahoul those excesses reiudied 
him when he had assuuied otlii'ey 

The Hon’hle Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I am not aware of that at 

present 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 


(antwert to which were laid on the table) 

Special Board of Visitors for Buxa Special Reserve Jail. 

40. Babu KHACENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Will the Hon hle 

Munster ui di.irge ot the Home Department he ])leaHed to state whether 
an\ Spe<'ial lh;ard of Visitors has been appointed under seetion ¥\ of the 
SeeiirUN Hristmers Hules, lltdO, for the Huxa S])erial Kesen-’e Tail? 

{In Ti the answer tn o/i in the aHirmative, will the Hon’hle Minister 
he pleased to state — 

ii) the date when the Hoard was appointed; ^ 

(ii) the names of tlie non-otiieial visitors; and 
(in) the dates when the Hoard visited the Jail? I| 

The Hon’hle Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: od Yes ♦ 

(b) U) 2inh Deeeml^r. HMT 

{It) Mr. James T. Young, MaiiKi Abdul Majid and Hahu Dhiremlra 


Kumar Bhowniik. 

(ill) The Board ha.s not yet met though members have been reipiestcd to 
vi.sit the prisoners onee a quarter and rei'ord their remarks in a special hook 
kept in the custody of the SuiKTintendent. A meeting of the Board is being 
convened shortly. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon'hle Minister In* pleased 
to tell us wdiy there has been sr, nuirh dela\ in forming this Board ? 

Khan iahadur MOHAMMED ALI: It is difficult to answer that question, 
but as soon as this Ministrv came into office the> took all steps to see that 
the Special Board was con.stituted under rule 4b. 


2 
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Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether he formed the Board or some other local officer ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: It has to be apiminted by the Govern- 
ment on the recommendation of the local officers. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether it was due to the indifference of any particular officer that 
this Board was not formed earlier'*' 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I have already explained that as soon 
as this Ministry came into office, steps were taken to constitute the Board. 
It is difficult to answer questions relatin'^ to wdiat haiipened before this 
Ministry. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Mv (iuesti(m lias not been answ'ered. 
My question was whether it was due to the indifference or fault of any 
particular officer who oujfht to have iormed the Board that the Ifoard was 
not formed or whether it was due to the indifference of the Minister 
concerned 't 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: (iovernment ortler was necessary to 
constitute the Board. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the llon'hle Minister he pleased 
to state what was the nuisoii for the tact that the pres(‘nt Ministrv formed 
this Boar<l after iS months <d their a''Mnu]>tion of office !*' 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: As soon as ( i(»verninent found that 
tlie Boar<t had not been constituted, the\ took st<q>s anil it took some time 
naturally for the Board to be constituted as the opinion of the I>i<tri('t 
Mu^nstratt* had to be in\ite<l. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hoirble Minister be pleased 
to state what was the <late on which the attention of the piesenl Ministry 
was drawn to tlie fact that the Board was not constituted*:" 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 want notice. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Wnh reference to answer (h) (/n), 
will tlie Hon’hle Minister be pleased to state althoii^^h there is a provision 
to hold a meeting once a quarter, how is it that even after the belati'd for- 
mation of the Board on the ‘JOtii DecemWr, IfGd. no business meeting has 
taken jilaee U]) till now*:" 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: M\ information is that a meeting 
was being eonveiied, but 1 cannot sa> whetiier the meeting has alread\ tukeu 
place or not. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: It IS detiniteK stated in tlie answer 
that the BounI has not \et met and still the l*arliamen1ar\ Secretar\ 

Mr. SPEAKER: That might bf aftei the question bad been answered. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon'ble Minister be plea.scd 
to state what are the considerations to select these particular gentlemen 
Mr. James T. Young, Maiilvi Abdul Majiii and Babu Dhirendra Kumar 
Bhowmik to fonn the Board leaving out all other members of the 
legislature ? 
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Ktian Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Government thought that they wero 
the best men available for the purpose. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state why (Tovernment did not take any member of the Opposition who 
might by this time have visited this jailJ^ 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I am not prepared to answer that 
question. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon hie Minister bo 
pleased to state why has the Board been asked t 4 > visit tlie prisoners unco 
a quarter and not more frequently]^ 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That is the minimum whicdi the 
members are reque-^ted to do. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the ilon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether tlit'se members have a right to give a surt>nse visit to this 
Buxa .Jail!*' 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes. the\ ('an, but th(>v must send 
some notice to the Supei inttuith'nt . 

Prayer for increased family allowance by certain security prisoners. 

41. Mr. JNANENDRA CHANDRA MAJUMDAR: ia) Will the IIonTdo 
Minister in ehargf* ot ihr iloim* Ihqmrtmeiit he p](‘ased to state whether 
seeiinty jfnsoner'' Bahu> -lamiin Mohan Bal. Nulini Alrdian I>as Gupta, 
Birendra Natli Bo^e, Nani Bhatlaeharva. Birendra Nath Sarkar, Tarakeswar 
Bhattaeharva. Su‘'il f'handra (fliosh and Anath Nath Datta, all at pn»sent 
lodged 111 the Dacca Central .lail, have ajqdied to the Government for 
incTeinent of their fami]\ alhox ance*^. granted hy the Government? 

(hi Will tht‘ IIon’}>le Minist('r he pleased to state — 

</> \(liether their faiiiilv allowaiiees were sanctioned from the dab's of 
their arrest** ; and 

(r/i whether Bahu .lamini Mfdian Pal’s son and daught«*r havt? Wen 
coinp«dlcd to suspend flo'ir studies in sehtads? 

(r) If the answer t<i < /;) is in ih(‘ affirmative, will the Ilon’hle Minister 
W jdeased to stati* the reason therebu ? 

<(/) Will the Hon ’hie Minister la* pleased to state- 
(/i when the security t»risoner- Balms \alitii Mohan Das (lupla, Birendra 
Nath Bose ;nid Susil Chandra (ihosli sent their first |K 4 itions for 
im rement of allowance; and 

in) whether they have come to any decision in the matter? 

(et If the answer to id) iii) is in the negative, will the Hon’lile Minister 
be pleased to .state the reason therefor? 

(/> Is the Hon'hle Minister considering the desirability of — 
fC increasing the amounts of their familv allnwam es ; and 
fiD sanctioning their family allowances with effect from the dates of 
their arrests? 

Tho Hofi’blo Khmja Sir NAZIMUDOIN: Yes. 

ih) No, except in the ease of Babu Nani Gnpal Bbattar harya. 

fii) I have no information except from pri«oiier‘» own jadition. 

(c) Does not arise. 
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id) (i) On 7th March, 1942; the 23rd July, 1942; and the 3rd June, 1942, 

respectively. 

in) Family allowance of Babu Nalini Mohan Das Gupta and Babu Susil 
Chandra Ghosh have been increased from Rs.lO to Ra.25 per month, with 
effect from the Int April, 1942, and to R8..38 per month from the Ist April, 
1943, and that of Babu Birendra Nath Bose has been increased from Rs.20 
to R.S..30 per month from the 1st July, 1942, and to R8.45 per month from the 
Ist April, 1943. 

(c) Does not arise, 

if) ii) Increments have been sanctioned in all (‘ases. 

ill) 3'hi8 ih done in nearly all cases, but 1 am not pre|)ared to lay down 
a specific rule. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will tbe Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to tell the House why except in the case of Babu Nani tiopal Bhultacharya 
famil_\ allowances were not sanctioned from the date ot the arrest to the 
Hecun(> [)nsoners mentioned in the question!*' 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Bee ausV when tht* t<innl> allowances 
should have been f^ranted they were not ^’ranted 01 ('ourse th<*re is no 
hard and fast rule (leuerully (iovernment saiu'tion allowance^ from the 
lie^innin)^' of the financial year. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: With reference to answer ( /> > (//), will 
tlie Ilon’bh* Munster be pleased to tell tlie House wliether the> ('hanj.?ed 
tlour mind to make an cmpiirv inti> the alle^ration that Babu .lamini Mohan 
Bal’s sou and daujfhter had been compelled to suspend their studies in 
school on account of pecuniurv difficulties i" 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: (iovernment )iavi> no information 
except wliat has lieen stateil in tlie prisonei’.s petition 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon'hle Minister be pleased to 
tell tin* House whether any enquirx was matle on ihe point*' 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI : It was not neees>ar> (iovern- 
liient had full information lejLfanlinjr Halm lamini Molian Pal. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pi.-,. sell to state wliose ortb‘r i.s tinal in the matter of ^^rantin^ family 
ttllowaneesy Is it the Hon’ble Home Minister's oi 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That iiue stion does not arise. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: With refererue to the last answer 
gnen b\ the Pariiaiuentarx Seeretar\, will he l»e pleased to tell the House 
whetht'r (iovernment have got full iufoniiation about Babu Jaimni Mohas 
Pal's affairs? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: So far Us Babu .lamini Midian Pal 
is eoncerned. Government had full information and (iovernment were 
satisfied that the only loss to the family was Rs, 13 per men. sera which 
was occasioned by the closing down of the printing press which belongeil 
to him. There was no other loss. 
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42. Mr. I8WAR CHANDRA MAL: (a) Will the Hon’hle Minister in 
charge of the Home Department be pleavsed to state whether it is a fa<‘t that 
many houses {Icutcfui and pu('ca\ of the inhabitants of the subdivisions of 
Contai and Tamluk, district Midnapore, have been bunit with all the house- 
hold articles in the months ol August, September, October, I^ovember and 
December, 1942? 

ib) If the answer to U in the aflirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state who was or were responsible for su<*h incendiarism? 

(r) Will the IDm'ble M in inter be pleased to lay t»n the Table a statement 
showing the number ot liouses burnt in the — 

(i) Contai subdivision, and 
ill) I'amluk subdivision, 
before and after the cycbme? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Yes But I am not in a 

position t(» state what, if any, buiblmgs wen* compb‘te]y demolished, or in 
what, if any cases, all the houM*hold articles were d(‘stro\ed. 

(b) CoriirresMuen and otlier villag«‘r*<. and (rovernment forees. 

(r) A ‘'tatement is laid on the Table. 


Statement referred to in rrjdij to rlansr tr) of uustarred ipiestnm No. 42. 

evolotie. After cvclon© 

T'lnduk <<ufulit*i,>non 


NumtK'r of thnuKH. ottw*‘«, Iumwm, (•t<- . to (^ov<*m- 

rnt'oi. IhmIiom nini |)ri\ (ito |MTHons tuinit hv (’ontfrt'MH !t4 9 

NumtxT of rooiin'SH rani|n* an<t houKon Imrut h\ (Jovone 

turnt fi>r( os , , , 12 19 

NumlM‘r of Cofii'rosh cainps and lumw*** burnt by villafterM . . . . 1 


('ontni 

Nund-MT of tlinnas., oftioow. Iioiirtos. pto , tM'lon^rinir O^ivem- 

inofit. pubiK ImmIioh and pro at4‘ {S'rmiiiM tnirrit by < ’oti^n*HS .‘Ul 2 

Ntinder of <\inifn>j< ran»pK nn<l bou»M'« buntt liy f lovernincrit 

forrpf* .. 102 

Nuinta^r of ( \>MKri*Ks ranipij and hout*#s, burnt l»y viUaK<*r« ... 2 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY : Mu\ i ask the Ilon’ble Ministei aft«*r 

the rep]\ gi\en in tlu* *'<d»edub* vhat is his atitloirity for saying that houses 
were burnt b\ ( ongress? 

The Hoti’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1'hat is the report of the local 
officers. These occurreiici-s, I nia\ remind the honourable members, took 
place at a time when we w»*re not in office. The reports an* (h»*re am! they 
are my autiiorit\. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With refen*fiee to the an.s\vt*r that 

('ongress houses were burnt, what w'.as the material to conneet liotis(*s of 
individuals with Congress and what is meant b\ Congress htuises ami 
Congress camps? 

Thf HOfl’blO Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 find from the record I fiat 
H refers lo iht* offices e*itablishe<l temporarily by the ('ongress (’oinmitteei 
in those houses. 

Mr. aOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Hon ble Minister b« 
pleased to state what is the numlier of Congress camps and what is the 
number of what they choose to call Congress houses out of lti2? 
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Th# Hoii*bi« KhMfaJa Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

Hai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state when were these facts ascertained? 

The Hofi’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I cannot state actually when. 
1 ask for notice. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Eonble Minister 
be pleased to state whether in view of the widespread incendiarism com- 
mitted l)y Government forces Government is prepared to enquire into the 
matter ? 

The Hoffi’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, 1 would aprain make my 
posilion clear. I feel that it Wiis the duty of the Government then in power 
to deal with these (piestions which occurred at that time. A Government 
that comes into office after an interval of 18 months cannot pn and look 
into them. It is the duty of the Government then in existence. If that 
Government did not do its duty, well, that Government was re.sponsible and 
if the people approved of it and tolerated it. they could not have any 
grievanre. If the members of the House did not approve of that Govern- 
ment and turned it out, that Government had been ])uniHhed for not doing* 
its duty. The Government that follows cannot he held responsible. 

Mr. DEBENDRA LALL KHAN: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to let the House know' whether the last Governitient gave an undertaking 
to eiKjuire into these excesses? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: It is quite possible that they 
might have given. 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: As regards the burning of houses, may 
I ask the Hon’ble Minister: w'us this burning done by any order of the 
court of law? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I <io not know 1 am not 
aware of that. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to burning of hDuse.s 
by Government forces, will the Him’hle Minister be pleased l») state if those 
houses W'ere burnt as a punitive measure exercised b\ them following the 
principle of “tooth for tooth and eye for e\e’’? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Wh y say “tooth for tooth and e\e for eye”. The 
W'ords “punitive measure” are all right. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’hle Minister be pleased 
to state if those houses were burnt by Government forces in a spirit of 
reprisal ? 

The Hon’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: That is a matter of opinion. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon'hle Minister be pleased 
to state what was the object in burning houses even of Tongressmen and 
Congress offices by Government forces? 

The Hoil’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: As far as I can find out. it 
appears that action in each ease was taken in restoring law and order. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleaaed 
to atate if any enquiry w'as made to ascertain whether in each case, as has 
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been mentioned by him, the steps taken were by way of maintenance of 
law and order only? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, I think you have heard his reply that no 
enquiry was made in each case, and again you are referring to the same 
question. 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir. he replied that it was done to 
maintain law and order. I put the question whether any enquiry was made 
to ascertain if this incendiarism and arson was made by Government really 
with a view to maintain law and order? 

The Hon*ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDOIN: T have given whatever 
information I have in my possessiiui on thi> .subject. I have got nothing 
further to add. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether in view ot thex* (‘uses of incendiarism committed by 
(Tovernment forces on rec4>r(l the present Mini.stry is prepar»Ml to stand by 
the undertaking given by the List Ministry for the appointment of a 
Tribunal? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDOIN: 1 havi* already expressed my 
views on the subject. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the HonTile Minister be 

pleased to state wliether .in\ action was taken against tliose persons who 

burnt the ( ongress Iniildings and. li not, w li\ no action was taken against 
them b\ tin* (tovernment? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDOIN: 1 think lo^ shouhl have asked 
the then Minister in charge foi the reply to tills ijuestion. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the lion ble Minister be 

pleased to state undei what law tlie houses of the ( ‘ongressnuui were burnt? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDOIN: 1 am afraid, 1 cannot give 

an interpretation oi law in this House. 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Hon ble Minister be 

pleased to state on whose authont\ the,s»‘ l(i2 Congress houses and canqis 
were burnt? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDOIN: 1 have no information. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to 
state if the aggrieM*d people of Midiiaj»or»' have even at this stage made 
anv representation to the present (fovernment whether (lovernment wull 
consiiler the desirability of holding .m enquiry into the inattvr? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a hypothetical question. 

Mr. DEBENDRA LALL KHAN: Will the H on’lile Minister In* pleased 
to .state if repression i.s still continuing in Mi<lnuj)ore? 

Th« Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDOIN: As a matter of fact my 
report from Tainluk area is rather bad. Tbeie have lieen cases of kidnapping 
and cases of fines. Recently in a case a fine Rs. oOb was realised from 
one of the persons there by persons unknown. I have also received a 
representation that certain oppressions were committed by the Police. I 
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have called for a report and I propose to take action if it is found that there 
is truth in it. On the other hand, I would like to take this opportunity 
of brinjfing to the notice of the honourable members of this House that 
parts of Tamluk area are still very bad and there is every reason to believe 
that persons who are being ki<luapped there belonging both to the Hindu 
and Muslim communities— persons who have supported the forces of Govern* 
ment — are being murdered. 

Dfi MALINAK8HA SANYALs Will the Hon’hle Minister be pleased 
to state if the present G(»vernment is considering the desirability of 
rehabilitating the de.stitute persons who have been thrown out of their 
homes and belongings us a result of incendiarism and arson committed by 
Government forces!^ 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: We have got no other }>olicy 
of rehaljilitation apart from the policy adopted by tl»e Revenue Department 
as relief measures. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral anawert were giyen) 

Supply of standard cloth. 

*S1. Rai Bahadur JOGESH CHANDRA SEN: (a) Will the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the (’ivil Supplies DeparmuMit be jjleased to state — 
(t) what arrungements have been made to supply standard cloth to the 
public ; 

(;/) how the same is being distributed in ('alcutt.a ; and 
(i/i) how many slu)j>s or firms have l^een J^e^mitted 1o sell standard ch'th 
in (’alcuttuy 

(h) Will the Hon’ble Minister be ]>leaseil to state the names and 
addresst's of the firms who have Wen so j)ermitteil 

(r) Will the llon’ble Minister he pleased to state whether any arrange- 
ments hav<» been made to supply standanl ( loths in the mutassily 
(d) If so, what are those V 

The Hon’blo Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: {a) (i) and m) Standard 
cloth is being distributed in ('aleutta through selected dealers under the 
suj>ervision of idlieer of the department and non-ottieial helpers. 

(in) Twenty-.seven. 

{h) A list is laid on the Library Table. 

(c) Yes. 

{{/) District Offieer.s have been asked to arrange distribution through 
local bodies sinh as union boards, .selected eo-<>i>erative .societies, big 
employers, reputable charitable and philanthropic organisations and reliable 
dealers. 

Mr. NtSHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon'ble Mini.ster be please<! 
to state whether in supplying these standard cloths to selected dealers and 
big employers Government have nl«o issued some directions to be followed 
by them in selling those standard cloths to the public who will approach 
them? 
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TIM Hon’bto Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Yes, Certain directions have 
been issued. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNOUS What are those directions P 

The HOfl’ble Mr< Hi 8i 8UHRAWARDY: If the honourable member 
will give me notice I shall lav the directions on the Library Table. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: AV ill the Hon bie Minister be 
pleased to state if anybody who will go there will get the standard cloth 
from such dealers.’^ 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: If he takes with him tlm 
enumeration card. 

Appointment of supervisors for pHoe controf at Bogra. 

*92. Mr, WALIUR RAHMAN: {a) Will the Ilon’ble Minister in charge 
of the C'ivil Supplies Dt^jiurtiuent Ik* jdeascil to state — 

(i) whether the piiie coutifd autlioiities at llogra have apjKiinted 

supervi.sors tor price coiitn*!; 

(ii) ^^hetlier the appointments ha\e been maile with the .sanction of the 

Government ; 

(ni) the terms ami comlit huis ol such ap|M)intments with their duties; 
luid 

(ir) whether the supenisors are passing orders for the distribution of 
essential i (uumn<lit les as laid down d»s the Direi'tor of Civil 
Sujiplies y 

( /> ) If tlie answer to {<i){n') is in the negative, will the Ifon’blfr 
Minister lie pleax'd to *>tate what action Ik* pro|Hwes to take in the matter P 

Tha Hon’bie Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: The position on the dOth 

June, 194d, was as foll<»\vs: — 

(i/i (M .'su}K*i \ inois ha\e been appointed liy the l^ice (’ontrol Committee 
with the a|jj>ro\a) ol the Di.strii t Magistrate in connection with the price 
control work, 

(li) No. 8 

(ini The .sufien is<»rs are iesj»e< table lo<al gentlem<‘ri and honorary 
workers, 'I’heir duties are; — 

(1) To keej) watch against unauthoriH€*d sales and jirofiteering beyond 
the coiitndled rates. 

(LM To take stock rejK>rts of ess(*ntial coinmodities (except rice and 
paiidy) with the wholesale dealers. 

(3) To as.sist the IMstrict Suppiv ftfhier in drawing up schemes of dis- 
tribution to the letail dealers in respci t of sugar and kenisine. 

(iv) \o. It is done by the Di.strict Supply Oftiiei wdth the approval 
of the District Miigistrate. 

(fe) No action is called for. 

(The House was adjourned for fifteen minutes.) 

(After adjournment.) 

BUDGET ESTIMATES, 1944^. 

SUUmeiit by the Hofi’ble the Finanoe Minister. 

The Hon^tfle Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to present the Budget for the year 1944-45. 
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The scheme underlying previous budget speeches in this Province has 
been a comparison, firstly, of the revised estimates of the closing year with 
the estimates presented twelve months earlier and, secondly, of the budget 
estimates of the coming year with the revised estimates of the closing year. 
This was a form of presentation admirably suited to the days when the 
variation between one year’s revenue and expenditure was not likely to 
exceed a crore at the very most and the principal concern of this House was 
to see that such new revenue as was available was applied to nation-building 
departments. In the changed circumstances of today when the expenditure 
under the three heads “63 — Extraordinary Charges in India,” “54 — 
Famine” and “40 — Agriculture” will account for nearly half the total 
expenditure of the year and is approximately equal to the whole expenditure 
of the Province during 1940-41, I doubt if that form of presentation is the 
most a})j>r(>priate and I think I may be able to help Hon’ble members to a 
truer appreciation of the present state of our finances and the resulting 
problems if T explain our estimates of the two years’ working in broad 
outline and leave those who wish to fill in the details to study the Red Book 
where they will find the usual detailed comparisons under each grant and 
the explanations of the main differences. 

I do not propose this afternoon to add yet one more to the many diagnoses 
of the causes of the famine that ravaged Bengal last year, but no event in 
recent years has so stirred the public conscience and it is no hyperbole to 
say that the history of the Province during the two years with which we are 
concerned today is the tale of that famine and the measures taken to combat 
it, to deal with its aftermath and to prevent a recurrence : and for those 
with eyes to see beyond the figures, that tale is told in the estimates under 
the three heads “63 — Extraordinary Charges in India”, “54 — Famine” and 
“40 — Agriculture”. 

liot me start, with “63 — Extraordinary Charges in India”. This head 
of account was first opened in 1939-40 to record extraordinary expenditure 
necessitated by war conditions and for the first three years the bulk of the 
expenditure debited thereunder was connected with (^ivil Defence. The 
oxjientlituro on Civil iK'fcnce finally debitable to provincial revenues during 
1943-44 and 1944-45 will Ik* one cron and one crore 30 lakhs resi)ectively 
and this burden which, coupled with the shrinkage in our receipt-s from the 
Jute Export Duty and a dearness allowance of moderate proportions, we 
fondly thought in the first years of the current decade was to he the extent 
of the war’s impact on the finances of the province, looks very small 
alongside the staggering burdens im[)osed by the famine. The cost of the 
Civil Supplies Department which in 1942-43 was under 4 lakhs will be one 
crore and one crore forty-eight lakhs in 1943-44 and 1944-45, respectively. 
These figures do not of course include the losses on the Department’s trading 
'Operations which have been placed at 3i and 5 crores, respectively. I must 
vx]>lain what these latter figures represent. 

The procurement operations of the Civil Supplies Department aim at 
<)btnining {diysical jiossession of sufficient stocks to enable (Invemment to 
ensure the e^iuitahle distribution of the available food supplies* at reasonable 
price levels. These oi>eraiion8 involve the purchase of stocks at prices in 
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excess of those which it ivS ultimately hoped to stabilise and in consequence, 
if Government’s operations achieve their purpose, a loss is inevitalde. In 
fact to a great extent Government’s loss will be the measure of the success 
of their operations. Government appreciate of course that the deliberate 
depreciation of the value of their stocks will not be the only kind of loss f^r 
which allowance will have to be made, but it will not l>e possible to calculate 
the final result of these operations until the last stocks are disp(»sed of and 
the accounts closed and the losses for which provision has bt'en made in the 
estimates are the losses entaileil in the sale of stocks belo\w the price at which 
they were purchased or in the delilM»rate depreciation of the value of 
Goveniment’s stocks. This provision is not expected b) cover the further 
losses with which we shall undoubtedly be face<l one day — shortages, 
damagetl stocks, unsaleable stocks. The writing off of such losses will have 
to await the final winding up of these newly assumed activities, but os it is 
part of Governineiit’s policy to accumulate and hold large stocks as a 
provincial reserve and at the same time to use their statutory powers to make 
periodical reductions in the value of the stocks in their hands, it would 
obviously l>e unsound not to make provision in our I'stiniates to meet the 
inevitable loss. Nor need the tax-payer look askance at a loss of 5 croree : 
for if Government’s operations do no more than ensure that the price of rice 
does not rise uIkivc the price now prevailing, as comparetl with last year’s 
expenditure, in countless individual domestic binlgets then* will lx* savings 
that would aggregate ten, perhaps twenty, times the outlay by virtue of 
which such savings will have been made possible. 

In normal times the exjKmditure ailjusted under the head “64 — Famine’* 
represents either expenditure on 'j'est Works or the cost of doles to jw'rsons 
for whom test work is not possible or at tim«*s when test works are 
iinjiriK ticable In some years extra staff has to be ai)jM>inted to administer 
and su]>er\is<‘ the <listril)ution of relief and in those years a further item of 
ex|>enditure — Kstablishinent — will appear in the accounts under this heatl. 
But in the year now closing it has lM*eii iiocessarv not only to open relief 
centres, j)oor houses and orphanages throughout the I*rovince but also to 
organise special medical relief at a cost approximately e(jual to the imrinal 
annual ex{)enditure under “-'tS — Medical”; in consequence the estimates lx)th 
for the current and the coming year under “64 — Famine” include large 
provisions for spei ial inedK al relief and poor- or work-houses and (»rphanitge«. 

In Septemlier last when presenting the Budget for the current year I 
estimated that the cost of relief operation.s would amount to no less than 
3i crorea. High as that estimate seemed at the time, it has fallen far short 
of our re<iuirements. Our reviseil estimate has lM*en placeil at 6 crores 
06 lakhs. Money, however, has been only a part of our pniblem : the initial 
difficulty was of course the procurement of the foodgrains, but the problem 
of getting the supplies to the areas where they were most needed often 
presented almost equal difficulties. By October last it had he(‘ome clear that 
these twin problems of procurement and distribution were far hcy(»iH| the 
unaided resources of the Provincial Governwient. It was not, however, till 
His Excellency I^ord Wavell assumed his high office and within a few days 
of assuming office visited Bengal and saw things for himself that assistance 
commensurate with the needs of the situation was vouchsafed. The people 
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of thin Province will ever reraeraber the deep sympathy and understanding 
tliat prompted His Excellency’s visit. They will recall too with gratitude 
His Ex( elleiicy’s decision to put the Army on the job. If I may be permitted 
to say so, that decision was an outstanding decision — realistic and 
gktesmarilike. That decision marked the turning point in our troubles. 
From that day the famine fighting organisation assumed proportions more 
commensurate with the task. I do not proj^ose this afternoon to attempt to 
recount all that the Army has done or how it solvecl our distribution problem. 
The story is well known and the services then rendered wdll })e remembered 
with heartfelt gratitude in the remotest corners of the Province. Tbe 
assistance given by the Army brought about an immediate improvement in 
the famine situation and when epidemics — the inevitable aftermath of 
famine — made their appearance, the Army again came to the rescue. 

A score of hospitals with from 100 to 150 beds in each were opened in 
the worst affected districts and in these hospitals, equipped with the most 
mcKlern devices for the treatment of war casualties in the field, thousands 
of sick destitutes learned for the first time what real medical attention means. 
In addition, some 40 mobile treatment centres have gone into the interior 
of the districts, giving cholera inoculation and small-pox vaccination nud 
treating malaria and other cases: tbe numl)er of cases so treated runs into 
six figures. 

To return to the estimates: out of the total grant of 5 crores G5 lakhs, 
3} crores is (diargeable to gratuitous relief and IJ crores to test works. 

Gratuitous relief has l)een administered chiefly in the form of grain doles 
and of C(M)ked food from free kitchens run in some case.** by official ageiH ies 
and in others by non-official organi.saticms assisted !»> Government with 
•applies of foiKlgrains at subsidised rates. With a view to minimi.se the e\il 
of inflation doles in cash were given us sparingly as iH)ssible. 

The exi)eiiditure adjustable under (iratuitous Belief will also include an 
outlay of 40 lakhs for the juirchase of cloth and blankets for free distribution 
among the destitutes and a sum of 5 lakhs for the purchase of imported milk 
foods for distribution to infants and nursing mothers. 

The estimated ext)enditure on test relief works, as already mentiiuied, 
is a cn>re and a quarter. The test works were in most cases designed to 
improve communications, drainage and iirigatiou facilities so that in addition 
to pioviding work lor labourers they might help materially in the “Grow 
More F(K)d” caini>aign. 

The provision included in the estimates for poor houses and orqihanages 
is 33 lakhs. District Officers have Wen aiithorisetl to set up temp»rary pior 
houses, orphanages and evaluation cami>s wherever necessary with projier 
arrangements for fotnl, sanitation and water-supply. In accordance with 
these instructions about one hundred p>or houses and destitute camfm have 
bi.en oi>ened in different parts of the Province. 

The estimates also include a provision of 53 lakhs for the administration 
of s{>ecia] meilical relief in rural areas. This provision is intended to meet 
the cost of some (»0 emergency hospitals of a hundred beils each and 500 
hospitals of 20 \m\s each attached to selected dispensaries in the worst 
affected areas. In addition to this huge exjMinsion of the existing facilities 
lor indoor treatment*-*an expansion representing a 300 per cent, increase 



IM4.] 


BUDGET ESTIMATES. 


27 


on the Dumber of beds normally available — arrangement have been made 
to provide outdoor treatment nearer the patient's home by the opening of 
some 2,800 satellite treatment centres based on existing dispensaries. A 
further measure designed for the same purpose is the organisation of 260 
mobile medical unite to tour in the interior and give malaria and general 
treatment. 

Against 5 crores 65 lakhs in the current year, our estimate (d famine 
relief expenditure in 1944-45 stands at 2 crores 61 lakhs. We are hoping 
that with sustained improvement in the economic situation it will be |H>ssible 
to effect considerable reduction in expenditure on test works and gratuitous 
relief. The Budget accordingly provides, for half a crore under lest works 
and a crore under gratuitous relief. S|HM ial medical relief o|ierations wdll, 
however, have to be ('outin\ied for a good part of the ('oming year and the 
estimate on this account has Imhui plactMl at 62 lakhs. The iKwition in regard 
to orphanages is as follows. Teinpi»rury orphanages will have to l)e kept o})en 
for the maintenance of orjdian ami deserted cliildren while a search is l>eing 
made for friends and relatives who will he aide and willing to take cure of 
them. Or|)haiis without friends and relatives wdll have U> 1h> transferred 
to approved non-official institutions or to (piasi-jiermaiient orphanages which 
will be set up and equippin] for the puiqrose by tiovernment. The first of 
these has already Immui <»|»ened at Berha!n|»ore Tlie Budget contains a 
jirovision of 42 lakliN fdr temporary work- or poor-houM's and of 15 lakhs for 
quasi-irerinaneiit oqrhanages. 

It will 1)0 seen that the total pi-nvision on urt'ount of famine relief in 
the two years is eight crores and a quarter. No sej>arate provision is included 
in these estimates for the rehabilitation of jM*ople who have l>een ruined as 
a result of the faiiiirie. This matter is engaging the attention r»f (roverinnent 
and it is certain that large sums will he re(|uire<l for this pur|K)He. 

The foodgrain.s procurement and distrihution arrangements represent 
the first leg of (loveniment’s plan to prevent a recurrence of famine 
conditions, The .second leg is the Grow’ More Foo<l cain|)aign. 

During 1944-45 every attempt will he made to bring under cultivation 
more cultivable waste laioK hut the mam aim of the campaign wdll l)e to 
increase the output of lands already cultivated. The methods by W'hich it 
is bo{)ed to achieve this aim are the distribution of manure and improved 
seeds: the encouragement of the making of com(K)sts in villages and the 
carrying out of such irrigation and drainage projects as }>roinise quick 
resulta. 

The approved schemes of seed di.strihution include aux and aman paddy 
seeds, raht. seeds, fodder crop seods and mk h famine crops as cheena, knap, 
kalat and l>arley. To facilitate the working of the various seed distribution 
schemes a seed store or dejs)! is Wing established at each sulKlivisional 
headqqarters. During the coming year it is proposed to introduce, as an 
alternative to the goirai system ordinarily followed in this JVovince, a system 
of caeh sale with a 20 per cent, rebate. This is reported to W the normal 
practice in a numWr of other Provinces and it is hoyx^d that it will prove 
attractive in this Province also. It is not intende<l to discontinue distribution 
on the sotrat basis: the cultivator will have the option of obtaining his seeds 
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on payment of 80 f>er cent, of the prescribed cost or on loan, such loan being 
repayable after the harvest on the sowat system in cash 6r in kind. 

The , grant under “40 — Agriculture*' includes a special provision for the 
Grow More Food campaign of 1 crore 35 lakhs and 50 lakhs in 1943-44 
and 1944-45 resr>ective]y. The reason why the provision for the coming 
year is so much smaller than that for the current year is that the seeds for 
several of next year’s schemes will be purchased during the current year. 

The reviswl PHtimate for the current year under “Jails” has been placed at 
1 crore 30 lakhs against an actual expenditure of 53 lakhs only in 1942-4^3. 
This increase of over 150 i)er c^nt. is the direct result of famine conditions : 
it is true that there has been a large increase in the prison population, but 
that itself is to a large extent the* result of desperation on the part of those 
who found themselves driven nearer and nearer the verge of starv’ation. 

The bulk of the increase is of course due to the greatly increased cost 
of foodstuffs. The normal practice is for each jail to purchase in the 
closing months of each year wlien the new crops come on to the market a 
stock of foodgrains sufficient for the whole of the following year. Owing 
to lack of supplies it was not |K)s.sible to make piin hases on the usual scale 
during the closing months of 1942-43 and supidementarv supplies had to f>e 
purchased during the current year at very high prices. There have a]«r 
Wen substantial increases in the prices of clothing, medicine and other 
necessities. 

f Next year’s budget for “Jails” has been placed at 1 crore 11 lakhs on the 
assumption that the juices of for)dstuffs will W lower. In the two years 
together the pxi>enditure under this head will be a crore and a half aho\e 
the expenditure of the two |>receding years. 

The grants under Irrigation for the two years include a provision of 
IfK) lakhs for the repair of the DamcMlar EmWnkment breat hed by last year’s 
floods. The Government of India have agreed to make an interest-free 
advance for this jmrj)ose, the question whether this advance or any jxirt of 
it shall be rej>aid being left for settlement along with the general question 
of financial assistance to the Province in its ])rescnt difficulties. 

The grunt under “Industries” imdudes one novel provision of which I 
must make mention. I refer to the juovision of Its. 10 lakhs for payment of 
subsidies to sugar mills in Bengal. (Jovernment are satisfied that the price 
of sugar fixed by the Sugar Controller — this juice is uniform throughout 
India — will not allow sugar mills in Bengal to j)ay more than 12 annas a 
maund for cane. Government are of oj>inion that in Bengal today 12 annas a 
inaund does not rej)resent an adeijuate return to the cultivator of cane and 
apjuehend that unless he gets a minimum price of Re.l, the cultivator will 
not hav«^ suffii ient inducement to maintain an equal area under cane and 
sugar juoduction will be adversely affected. At the present time it is of 
l>aramount imjairtance to ensure the maximum jx)ssihle production of sugar. 
Government fiave therefore prescriWd a minimum price of B^.l per maund 
for jmrehases of cane by mills and have undertaken to comjiensate mills at 
the rate of 4 annas a maund. No subsidy will be paid to mills in resjiect of 
cane grown on their own plantations. 

The revised estimate for the current year under “Public Health” has been 
placed at 82 lakbs against 30 lakhs in 1942-43. The increase is due mainly 
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to aati-epidemic measures and includes 12^ lakhs for free distribution of 
quinine, 14 lakhs for the control of cholera and sniall-]X)x and lakhs for 
the repair and re-sinking of tube-wells which have gone out of onler in tho 
atfected areas. The requirements for the coming year have been placed at 
61 lakhs. The decrease is due to the fact that while measures for combating^ 
malaria, cholera and small-[>ox will have to ho continutHl for some months^ 
the special provision for the restoration of tube-wells will not l>e retjuired 
next year. 

In the two years the increase in Tublic Health ex]ienditure over the 
normal of 36 lakhs amounts to three-quarters of a crore. 

One last item w’hich calls for individual mention is a provision of 5 lakha 
for fiayinont to the SthiMluled (’astes Education Fund in the Budget for the 
coming year. The Fund was created in HKiS-dft with an initial contribution 
of 5 lakhs. A lakh and a half was put into the Fund in each of the years 
Hm-43 to lfM3-44. It is pro[K)sed to make a payment of 5 lakhs into the 
Fund during 1944-45. 

Ivet me now review briefly the working of the capital head *‘85-A”. As 
the House is aware, this head was ojHMied in the current year for thn 
exhibition of large-scale trading transactions undertaken by Government to 
promote healthier marketing conditions in respect of certain commodities, 
jirinciiwlly foodgrnins. 

Ihe schemes for which prf)visi(»ii has Is'en incduded under this head are: — 

(1) purchase of ftK>dgrains other than wheat; 

(2) imrchaso of wheat and wheat jiroducts; 

(.‘U supply of foodstuffs at concession rate to (iovernment employee# 
including f'ivic (iiiards and A.K.l*. personnel; and 

(4) purchase* of standard cloth, sugar and salt. 

The total capital outlay involved in these schemes in the current year is of 
the order of 76 crores, of which 41 crores is derived from sale-proceeds and 
represents the turnover of stocks. As 1 have alrc*ady explained, the loss 
involved in these transactions during the current year hy the sale of 
foodgrains other than wheat to the public at less than cost price or b\* the- 
deliberate depreedation of stocks has l»een placed at 3} crores. No loss is 
anticipated in resf)ect of transactions relating to the purchase* of w’heat and 
wheat products, standard cloth, sugar and suit. Tlie IsMik value of the st^ck 
likely to remain in hand at the close of the year is estimated at 2i>} enures. 

The comparable figures f<»r the coming year are — a total outlay of 81 
crores — a loss of 5 crores and a carry forward of 12 crores of fotxlgrains other 
than wheat and some 56 lakhs of salt. 

Hon’ble members will naturally wish to know from what sources cafiitaf 
of this order has been obtained. I shall have more to say on this subject 
later: at this stage it will V>e sufficient to say that this hug© capital has 
been detained from three sources; loans from the (‘entral Government, cash 
cretlit advances from the Imfxyrial Bank of India and treasury' bills. 

I now turn to the receipt side. Our revenue for the years 194 '1-44 and 
1944-45 has been placed at 21 crores 34 lakhs and 21 crores 97 lakhs 
respectively. These figures represent increases over the receipts of 1942-43, 
onr previous best year, of 4 crores 88 lakhs and 5 crores 61 laklm respecUvely* 
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TLe heads under which the main increases occur are * ‘Excise/' “Other 
Taxes and Duties,” and “Stamps.” Under “Excise” we look for increases 
of 1 crore VZ lakhs and 1 crore 33 lakhs respectively ; an increase of 90 odd 
lakhs under “Other Taxes and Duties;” and a comparable increase under 
“Stamps.” Six months ago, while presenting the Budget for the current 
year I predicted that our policy of enhancing the Excise duty would achieve 
the double object of increased revenue and diminished consumption. I have 
now iKifore me a graphical chart vividly showing the results of our policy. 
There has been little or no increase in the consumption of excisable articles: 
in fact there has ])een a considerable decrease in the consumption of country 
spirits from which half our Excise revenue is derived. The very large 
increase in our Excise receipts is the result of the recent steep but judicious 
up-grading of the rates of duty. 

Point of order. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. On a point of order, Sir. 

Mr, DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Why rise on a point of order now? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYALS Yes, Sir, 1 have to rise at this stage. 
There is a reference made to the presence of u graphical chart before the 
Hon hie Minister. It has not been supplied to us yet. 

Tho Hon’blo Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA G08WAMI: This is frivolous 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. The ('hairman is there. There n no 
right even for a .spirituous member to use any abusive language to anylxKlv 
else. I can use stronger expres.sions 

Mr, DEPUTY 8PEAKERS Onler, order. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYALS The chart must l>e made available to 
members; otherwi.se there should be no reference to it. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: I .shall see to that. Dr. Sunyal, please 
resume your seat. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: This was frivolous 
and 1 take no notice of it. 

Etatement by the Hon’ble the Finance Minister. 

The Hon’bie Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA G08WAMI: Since May last we 
have gruduallv rai>ed the rate>^ id dut^ tm almost all excisable articles. Tn 
the case of country spirit tiie raising of the rate> of duty has resulted in 
an increase in the incidt*nce of taxation ot over lot) per cent., the incidence 
per London Proof gallon ri'^ing from IL". lit *> in 194*2-43 to tts. 21} 9. 

During the iieriixl May to Decemlier 1943 although the coneumption of 
country spirit was only 5-8 lakhs ot gallons against 7*9 lakhs of gallons 
during the correvS|>onding jieriod of the pievious year, there was an increase 
of over 60 per cent, in revenue-receipts for the period rising from 78 to 128 
lakhs. This is the graph I reierrt'd to. 

The enhancement of the rates of tax chargeable under the Amusements 
Tax Act, including the Betting and Totalisator taxes, and the Bengal 
Electricity Duty Act accounts for half the increase under “Other Taxes and 
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Duties^’, the balance coming from increased receipts under the sales tax and 
the raw jute sales tax. 

Sir, I wish to emphasiie that our estimates for 1944-45 have not taken 
into account either the new revenue I hope to get from the agricultural 
income-tax or the additional revenue from the proposed enhancement of the 
sales tax: we have been informed that our receipts from the income-tax 
pool next year are likely to be 80 lakhs higher than in the current year and 
it is this expectation that accounts for the increase in revenue for which 

I have budgeted next \ear. 

I/et me now summarise the results of the two years’ working on revenue 
account. The revenue has been placed at 21 crores 34 lakhs and 21 crores 
97 lakhs resi)ectively : against these figures the expenditure is put at 32 cn)res 
54 lakhs and 30 crores 43 lakhs respectively, so that w© face a deficit of 

II cn>H•^ 20 lakli" this ycai and a further deficit of 8 cnueH 40 lakhs next 
year. Sir, since tins statement wuh sent to the Press for juiiiting 1 have 
received intimation from the (ioveriiment of India that our share of the 
income-tax receipts is likely to he Us. 1,10,90,900 more than wliat was 
expected in the Budget when it was framed This addition will reduce 
our Budget deficits from Us. 8, 40, 00, 000 to Us. 7, 3(). 00, 000 in 1944-45. 

I shall now endeavour to give Hon' hie members u brief summary of the 
means by which we have secured the funds t4> meet the outgoings so greatly 
lu excess of our revenue receipts. 

In the ear]\ months of the }ear >\e reluni mainl\ on the Fentral 
(tovernment for the mnessarv a( coiiimoilution and between Juio‘ and October 
la.st wo iecei\eil loans and a<l\an('eH totalling 12 crores. I.ater, however, 
the (ion ernineiit of India imhcatcHi that they desired the Provincial 
(ioNerimient to make their own arningoiiients to raise funds in tlie open 
market or ihioiigii normal trade < haniiels. In c-ompliance with the wishes 
of the ( Vntral (Toveniment, arrangements were made with the Im|H‘rjal Bank 
for the opening of cash credit ai-i-ounts for the financing of the various 
trading Of)erations recorded in (*ur accounts under the (’apital heivd “Hfi-A” 
and the balance of our re(juirenierif.H has been found hv the issue of treasury 
hills. For the aus procurement scheme we arranged a cash credit ac-count 
with a limit of 8 crores repayable not later than 3l.st I>ecemher 1943. The 
total amount drawn against this aciount was only 2 crores 21 lakhs. The 
account was repaid in full on 31st Decemlier, lfM3 For the aman procure- 
ment scheme and other ciignate schemes we liave arranged a rash credit 
account with a limit of 25 crores repa\ahle not later than 31 st December 
1944 

The details of our issue of treasury bills will be found in the «ea>nd of 
the three statements in the Appendix to the printed copy of my statement, 
which will be supplied to honourable members. \Ye shall carry forward 
bilk to the extent of 15J crores into the coming year. 

In the same Appendix Tlon’hle members will find a statement 
summarising our indebtedness on the 3lst March 1944 and 31et March 1945 
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respectively. In this statement, as in the estimates, I have assumed thj 
the cash credit account with the Imperial Bank for 1944 will have been pai 
off in full and a new account on similar terms opened for 1945. Two c 
the figures in this statement will of course depend upon the progress of on 
procurement operations: I refer to the amounts shown against Imperij 
Bank cash credit account. If progress is slow and our drawings on thi 
account are smaller than estimated, there will be a corresponding reductioi 
in the stock figures but there will be no change in the net indebtedness. 

According to my estimates the coming year’s working will close with a 
negative ])alance of 10 crores 6o lakhs. This of course is an unworkable 
proposition and it is obvious that funds must be found to carry on the 
administration. Let me explain why I have adopted the unprecedented 
course of presenting a budget in which no steps have been taken to make 
good the expected depletion of our balance and the closing balance for 1944-46 
is shown iinaslminedly as a minus figure. 

In November last the Government of Bengal addressed the (io\ eminent 
of India and asked for a subvention: so far no reply has been received from 
the Government of India, but I am hopeful that assistance will be forthcoming. 
In Septemlier last when presenting the estimates for the current year I 
said, “Bengal, once so richly dowered with Nature's bounties, i^ today }>ent 
double with woe and agony and is a suppliant for neighbourl\ charity”, but 
in seeking financial assistance from the Centre in our present difficulties I do 
not consider that it is charity w'e are asking for The financial settlement 
that governs the allocation of revenue between the Ciuitie and the Provinces 
was designed for normal times and in the circumstances of today it would 
be as inequitable as it would be impracticable to suggest that Bengal must 
work out its own salvation within the limits of the Xiemeyer Award I 
have come to believe in the motto: “Heaven helps those that hel)) themsidves” 
and when I tell the House that during the course of the two years with which 
the estimates now in the hands of honourable members are concerned, apart 
altogether from our larger receipts from income-tax, 1 hope to raise 
10 crores more revenue than was raised in the two preceding years, it will, 
I trust, be agreed that we have bestirred ourselves to good purpose. 

On the other hand I do not wish to convey the impres.sion that we have 
exhausted our own resources or that I shall not be called upon to make 
further demands on the tax-payer before the end of the year. This is not a 
threat ; nor is it evil foreboding. The day of the presentation of the Budget 
is a day on which we must look back and look forward. The future is not 
a natural and unguided continuation of the past; and in looking forward to 
the building up of a Wtter world for ourselves and for our children we must 
be fortified by the spirit of the celebrated dictum, that taxation is “an 
engine of social and national policy'’. A compulsnr>' abatement of our 
personal incomes or our power to purchase our individual enjoyments 
accxirding to our individual choice is a small price to pay not mei-ely for 
the moral satisfaction of having contributed to the betterment of our 
neighbours and our surroundings, but also for the very material advantages 
of improved sanitation and increased security, enlightenment and prosperity 
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of the people. The ever-expanding- so^al functions of the State call for 
greater elasticity of revenue. If, to a certain extent and in the last resort, 
the State is Force, a truer conception of organised human 8t>ciety is that 
the State is Service. And to this end we will, whenever necessary, tax 
ovrsehes. 

Last September I ventured in this House to explain in my humble way 
the problem of inflation and the economic phenomena for which it is 
res(X)usible. In view of much loose talk on the subject and especially in 
view of its impact on the food .situation here, 1 felt that it was my duty 
to inform the Leg-islatiire that, within the limited jiowers of the Provincial 
Government, we were in our measures of relief and taxation alive to the 
problem of inflation and to the necessity of counteracting its effects in 
Bengal. Tt is a problem wbirli will l>e our t'onstant ('ompanion during the 
War and for some lime after the <‘essiition of ho.stilities ; and T ho|»e I shall 
have the guidance and support of the Legislature and the public in my 
efforts to harness redundant currency to the service of the community. 

As if to vliow that tbcn* i*' an element of good in things evil, it up|ii»areKl 
that during tli(‘ \v(»r‘’t stages of tb<‘ famine it was this eireiilation of excess 
piirehasing power whieli kept alive not only many a working class family but 
also most id tlie lUai iruUnf families ordinanlv with limited and inelastic 
iiK'omes lint, alas, tliis is only a pointer to the vicious eircle.s created by 
inflation in the eeononiK life (d’ the (ountry ! 

I liaM' alreatU referred to the (juestion of Rehabilitation, whi(‘h the 
ravages of tlie famine liave brought to the fore. Short-time schemes, to use 
current expression-., have actively Imumi taken in hand and will he dovetailed 
nit(» brng-tiMiu projci Is. iriNidving b*gislati<m ami large financial outlays 
ahull aim at a |x*rmanent amelioiation of the romblion of rmr pei »ple. We 
ha\e iieen aitiu-sses to srenes of suffering and di*solation almost Ih^voiuI 
endurance. We lune seen and heard of deaths by tlie thousand in 
circumstances which might easily make us suspect that all is not well with 
rivilisatinn based on tlie ld(*a of Progress. We have on our hands large 
numbers of oryrhans and destitutes, many of them debilitated and diseasoil, 
who dread to return to their ileserted homes and fields. This is the CmRAT 
PROBLEM immediately liefore us — the After-I'amine Pndilem. But the 
solution of the pniblem offers us great opporlunities of effecting a true and 
lasting rehabilitation. As we look forward, not without trepidation, to a 
;?urcessful fruition of our schemes, we derive sustenance for our continued 
endeavour from the exhortation of the Trojan ].,eader to his harassed band, 
words which were my lesson in early youth, words which have l)©en the 
stand-by of the latter part of my ow-n little existence: 

.r.for.fan rt haec ohm wem^ninne luvnhit, 

Dumte ei rn^met r^him srrrate ttecutulis. 

[“Perhaps even these ('dreadful) things it may one day be pleasing to 
remember. Toil on and jireserve yourselves for ha^iiner circumstances.”] 

(Cheers from Coalition Benches.) 
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tTATEMENT I. 

BtflCil Buifit 1M4^. 


[Figures are in thousands.] 



Actuals, 

1943-44. 

Budget, 


1942-43. 



Budget. 

Revised. 

1944-46. 

jRetnpts — 

Opening Balsnco 

1,32,40 

2,60,40 

2,60,46 

2,47,87 

Revenue Rooeipta 

16,46,42 

18,43.89 

21,34,09 

21,97,44 

lieceipts from Debt Hea<J8 

31,0.3,77 

44.50,12 

1,16,49,94 

85,35,17 

Total 

48,82,59 

65.54.47 

1,39,44.49 

1,09,80,48 

Expenditure — 

Revenue Expenditure 

16,79,18 

25.80,57 

32,53,60 

30,43,78 

Capital Exjwnditurc 

-56 

50,29 

29,63.49 

-17,20,34 

Exponditurt^ on Debt Hoads 

29.4.3,51 

36,63,40 

74,79.63 

1.07,21.72 

Closing Halaru e 

2,60,46 

2,60.21 

2,47,87 

- 10.64.68 

Total 

48.82..59 

65,54,47 

1,39.44,49 

1,09.80,48 

Net HemiU, 





Surplua 1 

Deficit — 

(d) On Heveiuie Acrount 

-32.76 

-7.3h.6h 

- 11,19.51 

- 8,46.34 

{h) Outside IU'\eiuie Aci ount 

4 1.60.h2 

4 7,30.43 

- 1 l.tHi,92 

-4,66.21 

(r) Net, exi'liiding Opening Hiilanc^ 

+ 1.28,06 

.) -j 

- 12,59 

- 1.3,12,55 


STATEMENT II. 


Traatury Sills issttttf iuring 194T-44. 


DaUi of issue. 

Amount. 

Date of repayment. 

4-8-1943 

1 1 croree 

.. 41M943. 

17-9-1943 

64i lakhs 

.. 17-9-1944. 

4-11-1943 

4 crores 

.. 4-2-1944. 

4121943 

.3 

.. 4-3-1944. 

20-12-1943 

-.8 

. . 20-3-1944. 

4-2-1944 

• 3 

. . 4-5-1944. 

26 2 1 944 

- 3 „ 

.. 26-6-1944. 

4-31944 

- 3 

. . 4-6-1944. 

18-3-1944 

- 3 „ 

.. 18-6-1944. 

31-3-1941 

-.3 

. . 30-6-1944 
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tTATtMCflT III. 

Pravtncial fnMIttfiitti on 31tt Mareli 1144 tmi 3ltt Marcli 1f4S. 

[The figurea are in tbousanda of rupee*, j 

3Ut March Slat March 
1944. 1945. 

1. IndeHedness — 

Pubhc — 


Treasury BiIUi 

l5.50.tX) 


Imperial Bank — C'aali Onxlit aecomit 

18,OO.tK) 

12,00,00 

Government of India — 



Ways and MiMinn, 1942 


2,50.00 

Ways and Means, 1943 

3. 00,00 

3,00,00 

Hioe Loans — 



Out of 1 } erorf*H . . 

37,50 


(hit of 4 rron^H 

1 .OU.tk) 


Wheat loan . . 



(’i\ il Defence loan . 

2.04,10 

2.78,07 

I.<oHn for eloMnjx Dainodur Bund Bn'iwdi 

1,09,(H) 

1 .09,00 

(•row Mon* Food Iouiih 

03.32 

25.00 

Total 

46.ul.42 

21.02,07 

11 .4 SMFtS 



Stock*' 



Stctckb of fotxlcf UJll*. -- 



Otli«*r than VS’heal 

2H.UU.IM) 

12,00,(H> 

Wheat 

1 ,OH.97 


Stock of salt 

.50, (M) 

50,00 

StcK-k of sugar 

lu.oo 


Total Htockn 

29.74,97 

12,50.(M) 

Closing halance 

2.4T.H7 

~ 10,04,08 

Total aaaetn 

32.22.H4 

1,91,32 

Net uncovered indebtadneaH {i e., 1 m\nu* 11) 

12.7H,58 

19,70,76 


Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned at 6-4o p in. till d-30 p.m. on Thuriday, 
the 24th February, 1944. at the Assembly House, Calrutta. 



36 


[24th Feb.. 


Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Thursday, the 
24th February, 1944, at -VIO p.in. 

Present: 

Mr. Dejjutv Speaker (Mr. Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy) in the Chair, 11 
Hon ’hie Ministers and 173 members. 

Obituary. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: ]>adies and gentlemen, before we pix>oeed 
with the hii.sineMH of the House, it is my melancholy duty to refer to the 
death ot Mrs. Kasturba (Tandhi who breatlied her last at 7-35 p.m. on the 
22nd Fehruarv, 1944. 

She was unostentatious and unassuming in her ways. She avoided the 
limelij^Hit. Hut she never shirked resiMuisihility and devoted herself whole- 
heartedly to the service of her fxmntry. In spite of her many-sided activities 
she W41S ix jr<Kjd housewife. Many feel that due to her personal devotion her 
illustrious husband was able to achieve success in his fields of activity. She 
represented the best and noblest in Indian wonuinli(K)d quiet and unas.suminp^ 
yet resolute and devoted to her duty. H\ her de;ith, India has sustained on 
irrepiirahle loss and I leel tluit it is the de.siie of the House to send a message 
of <H)nd<dence to Mr. (landhi in his bereavement I hope meiiibers will 
signify their assent by rising in their seat.s. 

(Members then rose in their seats.) 

Thank you, Imdies and (lentlemen; Secretary will do the needful. The 
House stands adjourned for half an hour as a murk ot respect to (he departed 
Boul. 

(At this stage the House was accordingly adjourned for half an hour.) 

(After adjinirnmnit . ) 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral antwert were given) 

Belongings of security prisoners at the time of their release. 

•107. Mr. KHACENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: in) Will the Hon’ble 
'Minister in charge of the Home Department l>e jileased to state whether it is 
a fact that the Jail authorities on the strength of a circular from the 
Inspector-Heneral of Prisons compel the security prisoners, at the time of 
their release from long detention, to leave behind each and every article even 
the clothing of their daily personal use that were supplied to them in 
Jail without taking info consideration whether those security prisoners have 
got with them sufficient personal clothings, etc., essential for use immediately 
after release? 

(b) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister W pleased tt> lay on the Table a copy 
of the said circular? 
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(c) Is iJhe Hon ’hie Minister aware—- 

(f) that in similar circumstance in 1937-38 the detenus were allowed to 
take with them all articles supplied to them at Government cost 
during the periods of their detention; and 
(ii) they were provided with monthly subsistence allowances for at least 
six months after their release? 

{d) If the answer to (r) is in the athrmative, is the lloirble Minister cou- 
siderinjr the de'iirability of issuing netessary instructions to the department 
concerned to follow the practice referred to in clause (r) ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on bahalf of tho Hon*blo Khwaja Sir 
Hazimuddin) : lo) No. 

(h) Does not arise. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) Under recent orders security prisoners are allowed to take away on 
release their entire personal articles except a few lodging furniture supplied 
to them wholly or jiartly at Government cost and also to send their old 
articles (on their written authority) to their families and public charity even 
during detention. 

The Hon’ble Minister does not consider it ilesirable to issue any 
instruiiion t<»r monthly ^uhHi.stence allo\\iin(e t-o a security prisoner for mx 
months after release 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With refeience to answer id), will the 
lb uiTde Miiii'-h*! he pleased t(» st^ite what tiimlly becomes of the lodging 
furniture tor wIik h Government j)a\ onl> partly? # 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: For some items Government pay 
onl\ j»artl\, hut most <d t he art icles ore pai<l (or by Government wholly. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: 1 want U) know what hncxime. of the 
furintuip (or wliicli (jovi-nniKMit pay <inly partly. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I want notice. 

Mr. 8ASANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Witli refereiK'e U> the fieoond 
paragraph o( answer id), will the llon’ble Minister lie ple^iscal to state 
whether it is the polity <»t Government to examine the hardship of the 
security prisoner^ and their families immediately after their release W’ith a 
view to continue their al Iowa me? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: So fai Government are not aware 
of any hardship to the prisoner.^ utter releane 

Mr. 8ASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Will tlie Hon’ble Minister l>e 
pleased to state if Government have coiitiimed the allow^ances given t<i the 
families of the prisoners immediately after their release? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The pf)sitioii is this; previously, as 
bau l>een referred to, in 1937-38, prisoners who were detained under the 
Bengal Criminal Ijaw ( Amendment i Act were paid eoroe sustenance allowance 
after release, but the security prisoners are now detained under a different 
Act altogether. 
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Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8AM YAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to niate whether Government consider the desirability of continuing 
the allowances to prisoners at least so long as they do not revert to their 
nornnil ofuupation after training? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Government have no such proposal. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With reference to answer (d), will Govern- 
ment consider the desirability of making it a general rule that the lodging 
furniture for whi(rh Government pay only partly should be sold and the sale- 
proceeds distributed pro rata among the contributors including the security 
prisoners themselves? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: If the honourable member will make 
a Hf)e(!ific proiKJsal, Government may consider it. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Ilon'blo Minister be pleased 
to tell us in view of the reply just now given that Government iisetl to 
continue fwiyment of allowances to prisoners detained under the Bengal 
(Viininal J>aw (Amendment) Act, why there will be this ditferential treat- 
ment between the two sets of detained prisoners? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That question does not arise. There 
are prisoners of two different categories; one set of prisoners are <let.iiined 
under a certain Act and there is another set of prisoners who arc detained 
und(‘r a different Aet. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CHOSE: In view of the fact that lliese prisoners 
were iletained without an\ trial and in view ot tlie tact that just aftiT their 
release they find themselvj*s practically stramled. will the (jov(*rnnient 
<'onsider the desirability of continuing then 4 i]lowance at least for -j months 
after their release? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 ha^^ already answeied that 
question. I have said that Government are not aware ol any hardship to 
prisoners after their release. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Sir. my (juestion has not been replied 
to. My (juestion was definite, viz., w’hether Government would consider the 
desirability ot continuing the allowance at legist for d months after the 
release of the prisoners. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That is a request for action. 

Mr. A8HUT08H LAHIRI: Did Government receive any petition from 
the pri.soners at Bajslmhi that they were not allowed to take awMiy their 
belongings while leaving? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No. Sir. Government circular, 
dated 11th November, expressly directs Supeviutendents of .Vails to 

allow security prisoners to lake away almost all the articles except certain 
orticles like lodging furniture, etc. 

Security prisoner Bahu Susil Kumar Banerji. 

•10S. Mr. P. BANERJI: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Home Department be pleased to state whether the case of Babu Susil 
Kumar Banerji interned at Mabestala in the district of 24-Parganaa was 
placed before the tribunal set up for examining the case of security prisoners? 
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(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what was the recommendation of the tribunal about him? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether Babu Susil 
Kumar Banerji was an employee of the Corporation of Calcutta? 

(d) If the answer to (o) is in the aftinnative, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state — 

(i) his monthly income ; 

(it) the number of his dependents; and 

(lii) whether he was the only earning member in his family? 

(e) Will the Tloirble Minister be pleased 4o state whether any allowance 
is given to him or to his family? If so. what is the amount? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja Sir 
Nazimuddin): Babu Susil Kumar Bunerji is no longer interned in Mahestala 
in the (listnet of 24-Parganas. He was released from rt\striction on the 
11th June, 1043. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon ble Minister bo pltMised 
to tell UH the date on which the internment order was passed on Balm Siishil 
Kumar Jkinerjee? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: He was interned on the otli 
Ih^ceinher, IfMl. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’hle .Minister l>e pleased 
to tell us if any allowance uas grante<l t<» him alter he* lm<l been interned? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: V es, Sir, he was granted au 
allowance 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: What tilt' amouiiiy 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Its. 28 per mensf»m. 

Acquisition of lands for the Bengal Road and Captain Lioks Road. 

*109. Mr. ilNANENORA CHANDRA MAJUMDAR: (</) Will the 

Qon’hle Minister in rharge of the (^immunieat iohm and Works Ih^jiartment 
be pleased to .slate wiietbei — 

(*) u road, named Bengal Road and Captain Licks Road, has been 
constructed by the (L'vernmenl from Subhapurghat to Zoraguiij 
in police-station Mir.sarai, distiict (’hiltugong, during the year 
1943; 

(ii) the lands through which the road pusses were acquiretl without 
the consent of and under protest from the owners of those lauds; 
and 

(lii) no compensations f»»r the lands and croj»s thereon have been paid 
to the owners of the lands? 

(h) If the answer to {a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reasons thereof? 

(c) Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state whether he is con- 
sidering the desirability of taking steps so that adequate compenfaiions are 
paid to the owners of the lands mentioiied above f 
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Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. Baraila 
Pratanna Pain): {a)(i) Yes, 

(ii) Considering the urgency the lauds were acquired under the Defence 

of India Rules. ^ 

(iii) Comi>en«ationN have not yet been paid. 

(h) and (c) The question of payment of com|>en8ation8 has been taken 
up by the Coller loi of Chittagong and payment will be expedited. 

Starred Question No. 110. 

The Hon’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, this question may be held 

over. * 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Yes, it is held over. 

Theft Of quinine from Oomilla District Board oflioo and siqipiy by 
Govornmont. 

Mil. Mr. SHAHEO ALI; (a) Will the HorCble Mini.ster in charge of 
the Public Health and liocal Self-dovernnient Lh^partment l)e pleased to 
state — 

(/) llie (juaiitity of (juinine su|»plied to the Comilla District Board in 
194t?-4d by the Government ; and 

(ii) wliether it is a fact that some (juantity nf (juinine was stolen or 
missing from the District Boaid office in Deceml>er. 1942? 

(h) If the answer to {a) {ti) is in the atlirmative, will the Ilon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(0 the (juantity (jf such missing ((uinine; 

(if) (he date of occurrence; 

(iii) whether the District Board authority informed the police of this 

theft ; 

(iv) if so, when; 

(v) whether t\ie police has sent a final re^Hirt in the matter; 

(r/) whether the Government have supplied a fresh (luaniity of quinine 
in view of malaria jirexailing in the district; and 
(ni) if so, what is the (|uantity? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD (on bohalf of the Hon’ble Khan 
Bahadur Mauivi Jalaluddin Ahmad): {n){n A grant of Rs. 14.000. 

• (j/i Yes. 

(b) (i) The ([iiantity of (piinine stolen, 78 IKs. 8 oz. 

(it) ()th Decern her, 1942. 

(liD, (cl and ( rO Yes. 

{ir) (Uh December, 1942. 

(vit) 498 lbs. of iiuinine and 28if lbs. of cinchona febrifuge have been 
supplied this year to the District Board. Besides. 1,050 lbs. of quinine 
and 898 lbs. of cinchona for free di.strihution and 095 lbs. of quinine for 
sale in the district have been supplied to the District Magistrate. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
«tate if any trace has been found of the culprit? 

Khan taliib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAOs No. Sir. 
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Mr. 8HAHEDALI: Will ihe Hon’ble Minister be plen^d to state when 
the final report was submitted? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: 11th December. 1942. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Whut was the result of the tinal report? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: The report was that no trace of 
the culprit could be found. 

Mr. SHAHEDALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state how 
many servants and members of the District Ihmrd were examineil in this 
matter? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: 1 want notice 

Treatment of security prisoner Sreejut Kamala Kanta Ghosh in the Metfioal 

College. 

•111A. (Shout Notkf) Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: {a) Will 
the llon’hle Minister in chaise ot the Ibune l)e|>artmcnt be pleased to state 
whether it h a fact that^ — 

(i) Sreejut Kamala Kanta (ihosh, ii.si .. Haidyashastri — a security pri- 
soner in the I’resulency .lail — has Immoi sufferinp from heart trouble 
for some time past: 

(H) his wife pi'titioned (he tio\ernim‘nt for his immediate release on 
aceount of his illness <ir in ca.se relea.se i.s not ordered to get him 
projw*rly tr<‘ated in (lie Medical (’tdlegi' Hospital? 

(h) If the answer to in) i> in the athrmati\e. will tin* lloirhle Minister 
bo jileased to >tute what steps, it an\, the (io\ eminent have taken in regard 
to the ]>etiiion hy his wife? 

tr) Do the ( joveriiment eonsider the desirability of releasing the said 
Sj. Kamala Kanta (ibosb? 

id) If the answer to ic) i.s in the negati\e, will the Uon’lde Minister he 
pleased to state whether he i.s i'onsidenng the desirability of having him 
immediately r^•nlo^e(l to the Medical College IlosjiilalM for tiinitment of bis 
heart trouble? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on bohalf of the Hon’ble Khwa|a Sir 
Nazimuddin): (a) Ye.s. 

(b) and {d) Orders im\e l>een pas.sed tlie prisoner’s removal bi the 
Medical College Hospitals for X-ra\ exaininat ion of los chest. JJut as X-ruy 
plates are not available at the Mediciil Colleg** Ilospitals, the ])riH()ner has 
not yet been removed to the hospitals. All necessary steps will l)o taken 
for his treufmeni according to medical advice. 

(^) No. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to tell us when the order w'as passed for the removal of the prisoner 
to the Medical College Hospital? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: On the 5tb January, 1944. 
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Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN; With reference to answer (b) and (d), 
will the IJon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the Government have 
been informed as to when the X-ray plates are likely to be available? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: All attempts are being made to 
procure the plates. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of the fact that for the 
purpose of diagnosis it is not nece.ssary to have plates and that taking the 
patient and presenting him before the X-ray is sufficient, do the Government 
think it desimble that be should be at once removed to the hospital and 
presented for X-ray? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The Medical Officer of the Presi- 
ilency Jail lias rewinimended an X-ray examination by a skiagram picture. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware of the 
fact that the X-ray DejKirtment has long ago been abolished? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That is not the information, 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Is that tlie Iloiride Munster's tirst- 
liand information? 

( No answ er. ) 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon ble Mimstet l>e 
pleased to st4it(’ wluit other steps are being taken by (jovernment for his 
treatment ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The TnedKtd officer before taking 
up his treiitinent would like to see a skiagram [iicture As I have {lointed 
nut earli(‘r, the treatment w<mld depeml on the result of the X-ray 
examination. 

Mr. SASANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: With reference to answer {b) 
and {(/), ma> 1 know \Nhpther plates are available anywhere else? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That (juestion, Htri('tly speaking, 
does not arise. 1 canii-ot tell you whether they would be available elsewhere 
or not. I cun only .s4»y .steps are being taken to proc ure the plates, 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: In view of the delay or rather the 
impossibility of getting X-ray plates for such a long time, does the Ilon'ble 
Minister tsmsider it necessary that an alternative method of diagnosis should 
l>e considered by the medical authorities and will such a suggestion be made? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That i.s a question of medical 
opinion. The doctor wants to be sure aljout his diagnosis and that his chest 
is free frotn infection. 

Mr, SASANKA SEKHAR 8ANYAL: How long will the diagnosis be 
held up for want of plates? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: For a short time. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Is the Government satisfied that X-ray 
examination is not possible outside? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: It will be possible in the Medical 
College Hospitals. 
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Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: WiU the Hoii’ble Minister be pleased 
to tell us wlwt is the result of the clinical diagnosis 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The doctors have not yet hnally 
diagnosed l}ecause they have not yet examined the X-ray picture of the 
patient. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: I want to know the result of the 
clinical diagnosis. 

(No answer. ) 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: In \iew of the fact that X-ray 
examination is necesf^jiry, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether Government are (considering the desirability of having that 
examination outside tlie Government hospital*' 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI; Yes, if it is imjiossible to have the 
X-ray examination at the Medical College Hospital. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: When will that conclusion be arrived 
at that it is impossible? 

(No answer.) 


UNSTARREX) QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Qovsrnmsnt officsrt in BakarganJ district. 

43. Mr. UPENDRA NATH EDBAR: (<i i Will the llon'ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether the District 
Magistrate and Ad<lilional District Magistrate ot the district of Bukarganj 
and the Subdix isional Officers (d Hholu, Haluakhah, l*irojpui and Harisal 
Sadar all belong t(» tlie same communit \ ? 

< // 1 If ilic answer to I o - be in the uifirinative, is the Hon'ble Ministci 
ct>nsi<b*nng tlie desirafnhts ot jiosting some nfhc'ers belonging to some other 
(omniunit\ in place of some of the officers mentioned in (a)? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Khwaja 
Sir Nazimuddin) : (n) No. 

{b) Does not arise. 


Public Protaoutors in Bengal. 

44. Mr. A8HUT08H LAHIRI: Will the Hon'ble Minister in charge 
of the Judicial Department be pleased to lay on the Tafile a statement show- 
ing— 

{a) the present number of Public Prosecutors in Bengal; and 
(fc) the numfier of them that are — 

(i) Hindus, and 
* (ii) Muslims 

in each of the five Divisions of the Province? 

MINISTER in charge of the JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Nawab Muehamiff Hoesam, Khan Bahadur): A statement is laid on the 
Table. 
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Division. 


Public Prosecutors. 

A 






Hindus. Muslims. 

Total. 

Burdwan 

5 

1 

6 

Presidency 

4 

3 

7 

Kajshahi 

5 

3 

8 

Dacca 

2 

2* 

4 

Chittagong 


3 

3 

Total 

10 

12 

28 


•Out of these two one post is vacant at present. 

Flood in rivers of Bengal sinoe 1933. 

45. Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI: {a) Will the Hon ble Minister in 
charjfti of the ComraunicatioiKS and Works Department be pleased to lay on 
the Table a statement showing- during- the decade from the years 1933 to 
1943- 

{i) the numlK^r of floods in each river of Bengal that submerged the 
adjoining areas; and 

(n) the extent of loss suffered in terms of money in each of these floods — 

(1) by the jieople, and 

(2) by the (Government by way of relief, repair of bunds, etc.? 

(It) Will the Hon 'ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(?) what detinite measures, if any, have the (lovernment taken for tatn- 
iiig each of the above rivers ; and 

(ti) the extent of success in each case? 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Barada Prasanna Pain): The information 
is not reiidily available an<l its collection would involve an amount of time 
and hil>our not justifiable under existing conditions. 

Inocnvenienca of passengers of the Bengal and Assam Railway. 

46. Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DUTTA: w/) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the (’ommunication.s and Woik.s lX*purtmeut aware that — 

(t) great incon\eiiience has Wen caused to the travelling public tor — 

(1) lights not Wing provided in the Bengal and Assam Hallway 

train compartments, 8{>ecially in the Chittagong Division 
and East Bengal zone, 

(2) unusual curtailment in the numWr of passenger trams, 

(3) overcn>wding t>n account of insufficient accommodation in 

the trains, and 

(ii) there have been great difficulties in the matter of transport of goods 
of the civil population even by parcels? 

(h) If the answer to ia) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble Minister 
be pleased to state what steps the Qovemment have taken to have these 
grievances removed? 
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^ // tAe answer to (SJ is in tAe neg^ative, do tie Goverament consider 
the desirability of moving the Govern merit of India to have theee grievaucee 
immediately removed P 

The Hon’ble Mr. BAR ADA PRA8ANNA PAIN: {a) Yea. 

(6) The non-provision of lights is due to an acute shortage of electric 
bulbs and also innumerable thefts of bulbs from trains. The curtailment 
in the passenger trains and overcrowding are due to ever-increasing military 
demands. IHtficulties in trunfliK>rt of giHals are tlue to the fact that on 
account of lestrictioiis on the trans|H>rt of giKnls by gomis trains service, 
ctmsignments- which lu normal times would have l#eeu bot^ked at gcMsls rates 
are now being liooked as jKirceU, and the accoininodution on jmrcels trains 
18 limited and ]xnTels trains have had to be cut down owing to military 
demands. In the above circumstances, Government are not in a jiosition 
at present to take any si>€cial steps to have the grievances in question 
removed. 

(c) It is not considered desirable to move the Government of India in 
the matter. 

Mft DMIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Is ihe Ilon’)d«* MmiHti'r aVare that 
on account of the traiis|><iTt difficult i<‘m g<M)<ls ne< essiry for relief w<»rk 
cannot he sent 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Hailwa> adnnni.stnition is taking 
particular (';ire so far as relief work is concerned. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will (he Hon hie Minister he 
pUm*<(‘(I 1(> ^falc whether the <lela\ occa‘*ioned l>\ IransjHUl d iflimill ies is not 
i;iusirig incon\<‘nience in re^^per-t of rebel work I*" 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: t bi 4t<-e4)unt of these tnins|K)rt 
difficulties there is some amount of iiKMinvenient e. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: In vi«*w id the admitted darkiK'SH 
in f)iissenger trains and in Mew of the ciJiisequenl difficulties to fKiMsengers, 
will the Hon’ hie Minister he pleased to state what steps are heing taken by 
the Government in order ameliorate the (litficulticH <if pussiMigers 
travelling P 

Mr, ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Government have not ci>nsid€ired it 
necessary to move the Government of India who are res[>onHible for the 
administration of railways in resi)ect of difficult ies caused hy war. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Horrble Minister l>e 
pleased to state whether it is not extremely preotirious for Lidies to tmvel 
on account of darkness in ptissenger trains? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Tliat is quite true. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Jlon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state w’hat steps have l>eeD taken by the Government for prevent- 
ing theft.s of bulbs and for ensuring proper lighting arrangements in railway 
oompartments P 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Government have taken necessary 
•teps to prevent such thefts. 
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Mr. DHIReNDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the reason why Government do not consider it desirable to 
move the Government of India for removing the admitted grievances? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Because Government thought that on 
account of war transport difficulties could not be fully removed. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
})leaHed to state whether Government will consider the desirability of 
iiitrviducing kerosene lamps in every compartment and engage at least one 
person as a picket to see that bulbs are not taken away? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: On the other hand, it has been 
notified tluit pasHcngers are requested to liave hand torches. 

Mr, 8UKUMAR DATTA: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state 
why there is shortage of bulbs in the Bengal and Assam Railway and not in 
other railways? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: The question relates to Bengal and 
Aswiin Railway and therefore I am not prepared to answer questions relating 
to ntlier railways. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: With reference to answer (< ), will 
the llon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether it is because the Govern- 
ment of Ilengal is afraid of moving the Government of India that the 
(Government of India is not being moved to remove the grievances of the 
public or whether it is because of the fact that it does not consider the 
grievances to be true? 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: That question does not arise 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
j)b‘as(Ml to st^ilc \>hether there ha> arisen a cntiwil situation in the mofussil 
on account ot ditficull ies iii the matter of transjHirt ot g<K)(ls? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Itoveriimeiit admit that it is so, but 
that 1" inui\oniabb» 

(I nslaried (|uestioM No. 47, was called but was held o\er on acc4)unt ot 
the absence ot the I Ion hie Mr I! S. Siihrawardy ) 


Adjournment Motion. 

Mr, NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Sir, 1 have given notice of an 
adjournment motion ot which I have sent a <op\ to \ou 

Mr, DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Mr. Kundu, 1 ha\e not yet considered the 
(piestion ot admissibility of your motuni alllwmgb I tliink under the rules it 
is admissible 1 shall in the first iiistani'^* ascertain the present jmsition of 
the hunger-strike fixim the Hon’hle the Home Minister. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: May we know, Sir. what is the actual 
motion ? 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: It is an adjournment motion relating to a 
hunger-strike in the Rajshahi Jail. 

Tho Hon’blo Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, 1 doubt if the honourable 
member mn definitely tell this House as to whether there is any reason for 
him to apprehend that there is now a hunger-strike. I think be has no 
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authority to say that there is now a hunger-strike. The letter to which he 
has referred is dated 18 th but as far as iiiy information goes, there is no 
hunger-strike at present in the Kajshahi Jail. 

Mr. SA8ANKA SEKHAR SANYALs On a point of order, Sir. Before 
discussing the merits of the motion or of its admissibility you have been 
pleased to observe that before the motion is placed before the House, you 
have to ascertain the position from the Hon'ble Home Minister and I hope 
that the Hon’ble Minister will give us the benefit of his experience and 
wisdom as to how things actually stand now. Instead of putting a counter- 
question to the mover, it is better that he should make a definite statement. 

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER. But he has made a statement. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, the information on which the 
Hon’ble the Iveader of the House stands is something that has not been made 
public to this House as yet. Here is an honourtible meml>er of the House 
seeking to move an adjournment motion on certain facts in his possession 
but at this stage you have neither allowed him to move it nor have you tried 
to enquire the source of his information or the date of his information. It 
is for the Leader of the House to state if he is in a position to cHintrudict the 
information. That would be more in reality with the actual state of affairs 
with regard to the situation to W appreciated by the House. On the other 
kind he has put to our friend on this side of the House a question as to 
whether he is in a position to say definitely whether there is any hunger- 
strike now hut we would like to put thi.s question to him: “Are you in a 
jHisitiori to deny it 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKERS Dr. Sanyal, 1 do not question the 
adnnssihility of this motion nor the consideration that it is a question of 
hung(M-strike. But it is (pule jKissible that the hunger-strike might have 
l»een < oiled off h\ ihis time. Therefore, 1 enquired of the Hon’ble the 
Home Minister to whether tliere is any .strike at all or not, and if there 
ha.s been an.Mhing, i^hether that has ended at all or not. As regard.s this 
motion, under the rules it is a<lmis.sible and 1 do nut find any rwison U) 
disallow it. But one thing to be considered i.s that you an* just going to 
discuss the Budget and in the general discussion of the Budget there is no 
liar, while di.scussing on the Budget as a whole, to discuss any jMirticular 
matter involving certain principles of administration. Therefore, I would 
advise you not to press this motion but I skull bear the ILorble the Home 
Minister. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U. Sir, I am very much obliged to you for 
the suggestion thrown out by the Chair. Jl was iK»t in a spirit of our 
desire to stand on technical rules tliat we plJled this matter l>efore the House. 
Our intention was to give an expression to <njr sense of apprehension after 
got the information that there was a hunger-strike going on in the 
jail. But we are absolutely preparecl to abide by the statement tkit the 
Hon’ hie the Home Minister might make in this matter. The infonmition 
is exclusively in bis own knowledge and in his possession, and it is for him 
and him alone to enlighten the House whether there is any hunger-strike 
at all. If he is in a position to say that there is no hunger-strike nothing 
would be more welcome to this side of the House. We want to place this 
waiter not in a spirit of conflict but we only bring this matter to his notice 
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in a spirit of enquiry. If he can assure us that there is no hunger-strike 
going on, and if there is any possibility of a hunger-strike he will enquire 
into it, that will more than satisfy us. 

The Hon’bla Khwija Sir NAZIMUDDIH: Sir, I have already stated 
that as far as my information goes there is no hunger-strike at present in 
the Itajshahi Jail. I think the information on which the honourable member 
has base<l his motion is dated the 18th. Therefore I do not see how he can 
get up and claim that the hunger-strike started on the 22nd. If there was 
a hunger-strike I should have received a wire. Therefore I assume that 
there is no hunger-strike. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Eundu, I hope you will accept the 
statement of the Ilon’ble the Leader of the House and will not press the 
motion. 

MESSAGE FROM THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 

The Bengal Destitute Persons (Repatriation and Relief) Bill, 1944. 

The Secretary then read the following message which has been received 
from the Bengal liCgislative C ouncil, namely, “The concurrence of the Bengal 
I legislative Assembly l>e asked to the Bengal Destitute Persons (Rc]>atriation 
and Belief ) Bill, 1944, as passed by the Bengal Legislative Council at its 
meeting held on the 17th February, 1944“. 

GOVERNMENT BUSINESS. 

Praaantation of the Supplementary Estimates for 1943-44. 

The Hon'ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA GOSWAMI: Sir, I beg to pre.sent 
the supplementary estimate of expenditure for the current year. The total 
covered by the estimate is Rs. 36,24,48,000. Out of this Rs. 2,18,000 is 
“charged” and the balance is “voted”, The demand is spread over 22 
heads, of which one, namely, “85-A — Capital Outlay on Government Schemes 
connected with the War, 1939”, is outside the revenue account. The 
demand under the capital head “85-A” amounts to alK)ut Rs. 29} crores. 
In the Budget for the current year it was assumed that the unadjusted 
capital outlay on Government’s trading operations at the close of the year 
would be a sum of Rs. 50,00,000 for the building up of a reserve stock of 

salt. It is now estimated that, over and above this, capital to the extent 

of 29^ crores is likely to remain invested in stocks of foodgrains and sugar. 
A demand has therefore to be iimde for this amount. It is anticipated that 
the bulk of the stock in hand will be disposed of in the coming year. 

The next largest item i.s a demand of 2 crores 13 lakhs under “54 — 
Famine”. The extra expenditure is due to special measures undertaken 

for the relief of destitutes from starvation and diseases. Apart from larger 

expenditure on gratuitous relief in the form of cash doles and free kitchens, 
the more important items responsible for the increase are 33 lakhs for 
temporary poor-houses and destitute camps, 53 lakhs for emergency medical 
relief centres and 40 lakhs for the free distribution of cloth and blankets 
among destitutes. 
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The demand imder “63 — Extraordinary Char^res^’ la a little over 2 crores. 
Part of this is due to the expansion of the Department of Civil Suppliea 
and the introduction of rationing in Calcutta and certain industrial areas. 
The balance is due to the fact that the loss on sale of subsidised food is 
expected to be larger than was originally estimated. 

The extra expenditure of 78J lakhs under “Jails’' is due to a large 
increase in prison population coupled with greatly increased cost of food- 
stuff, clothing, medicines and other contingencies. 

Under “Agriculture" the additional provision 

Point of order. 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: .'^ir. 1 have at this stage to rise on a 
point of order. I have to invite your attention to section 81 of the Govern- 
ment of India Act regarding the presentation of supplementary statements 
of expenditure. It states that “if in respect of any financial year further 
expenditure from the reveiiue.s of the I’rovince becomes necessary over and 
above the exp^Miditure theretofore authorised for that year, the Governor shall 
cause to be laid before the Chamber or Chambers a sujiplementary statement 
showing the estimated amount of that expenditure, and the provisions of 
the preceding sections .shall have effei't in relation to that statement and 
that expenditure a.s they have effect in relation to the annual financial state- 
ment and the expenditure mentioned therein." 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: What i.s your point of order P 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYALS 1 am coming to that. It will not be 

so eas\ for >ou to dispo.se it of. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: That is for me to decide. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Therefore 1 must be in a position to 
lay it before \ou I find frfun the summary which is now read out by the 
Hon’bie Miiii.ster in charge 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: He has not finished yet. 

Dr. MALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: He has already stated that he is going 
to demand a total provision of more than Us. 36 crores and a half of which 
Rs. 36, 22,00,000 are going to be voted and Us. 2. IS, 000 onl\ to be charged. 
Sir, the total amount which wa.s provided for expenditure for the year 
1943-44 not long ago in September session of the House was on revenue 
account only Rs. 2o. 80, 00, 000. By no stretch of imagination could it 
therefore be said that Governiiieiit had to wait till now to find out if by 
reappropriations vrithin the grant, different expenditure or additional 
expenditure provided in the supplementary demand, could be met before 
they made up their mind to come before thi.s House for supplementary 
estimates. 

Sir, I submit that when the previous budget was placed before the 
House in the month of September, Government knew' definitely that they 
had committed themselves to large expenses and they actually defrauded 
this Ijegislature by putting up a much reduced sum for our vote at that 
time. (Mr. Fazli’R RAHiCAif: Is that a point of order?) 1 would like to 
know, as is required under this Act, when did they discover that they went 
going to exceeil the amount provided by this House? (Mr. FiatLini 
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Bahmait: That is not necessary.) That is necessary as the Act says that 
as soon as it is discorered, Goyemment has to come to this House for 
supplies. It is not desirable that money should be spent out of the revenues 
and towards the close of the year when every mischief has been done, you 
come to the House with a view to regularise certain misdeeds that the 
Government have committed. We refuse, Sir, to have anything to do with 
such supplementary estimates which go much beyond any conceivable idea 
of supplementary estimates. This is like “ TO TO 

l” I submit that it infringes the Act. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKERS Please clear the point. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, my point is that under section 81 
Government have to come to the House immediately they discover that a 
larger expenditure — more than what was provided in the original estimate 
by the House — is going to be incurred. If they do not do it, they infringe 
the Act. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER. Do you mean to say that Government were 
aware of it in September? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL. Even before September when the last 
budget was passed. If they were not, I would like to know. If they do 
not do it, they infringe the Act. If they were not aware, we would like 
to know w’hen the expenditure provided for under these various heads were 
actually incurred and sought to be expended. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: On a point of order. Sir. 
The point of order is this that under section 81 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Is that a connected point of order? 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: There is no doubt that there 
is some connection with Dr. Sanyal’s point, but it is altogether a new point. 
Section 81 provides that supplementary estimates 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: What is your point of order, Dr, Sanyal? 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: My point of order is that there should 
be no possibility of Government coming to this House at this stage with 
aupplementary estimates of this character. The Government of India Act 
does not provide for it and there is no provision for it in the Act. Supple- 
mentary estimates cannot be placed after the expenses have been incurred. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: On a point of order, Sir. 

Tha Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I submit, Sir, that you 
•bould dispose of Dr. SunyaTs point of order first before you start with a 
new one. Mr. Chaudhuri bus already said that he has got something 
absolutely new. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: I am going to raise a point 
of order and it is for the Chair to consider it. It is not for Sir Naaimuddin 
to object to it in anticipation. 

Mft PAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, when there is a point of order, until 
that point of order is decided, another point of order cannot be raised. 
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Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I will consider this and eTan I will ask you 

to tell your view-point. Let me hear whether it is a connected point of 
order or a different point of order, 

Rai HARENORA NATH CHAUOHURI: Sir, my point of order is 

this. Section 81 of the Government of India Act provides for supplementary 
estimates. It does not provide for placing for the approval of the Legislature 
expenses already incurred. It only provides for supplementary estimates 
and in view of the speech that the Hon’ble Finance Minister is going to 
deliver in support of his supplementary estimates, it is quite apparent that 
these expenses have all been incurred. These are not supplementary 
estimates. These have gone beyond the stage of e.stimates. These are all 
incurred expenditure and there is no provision in the Government of India 
Act for the Government to come forward and to have the approval of the 
Legislature for expenses incurred. Under section 81, they cannot come 
before the House, but they can, I think, come for regularisation of 
expenditure after the statement of expenditure has been placed before the 
Public Accounts Committee and the Public Accounts Committee have 
recommended regularisation of those expenditure. Otherwise, so far ai 
supplementary estimates are concerned, section 81 only deals with estimates 
and nothing more than estimates. It does not deal with expenditure 
incurred. So, the statement and the speech of the Ilon’blo Finance 
Minister are out of order. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Ud me further enquire whether after the 
budget ses.sion of September there was any other session. This is the 
session in which they are placing supplementary estimates. 

Rii HARENDRA NATH CHAUOHURI. These are not estimates. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: You call them as expenditure already 
incurred. Let me hear the entire speech and then I will consider the case. 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: The speech, Sir, is ultra vires. That 
is our point. We have already listened to him. We gave him five minutes 
to see whether he was going to refer to matters which have already Wn 
done. He has referred to expenditure, viz., expenditure in connwition with 
the aus crop scheme, w’hich is over. That money has already been spent. 

I waited to see wdiether he w^as going to refer to matters of that character. 
Sir, this is a privilege of the House and no Parliament would allow it. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, I will give ray decision after 
hearing the speech of the Finance Minister. 

Tht HOfi’bM Mr. TULSI CHANDRA COSWAM I : Sir, I may say that 
under Agriculture” the additional sum of Ks. 59 J lakhs is duo to larger 
expenditure on **Qtow More Food” schemes mainly as a result of 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUOHURI: On a point of order, Sir. 
The Hon’ble Finance Minister is taking his stand on section 81. He is 
apaaking of expenditure incurred, but section 81 does not speak of 
expenditure incurred ; it only speaks of estimates and nothing more than 
that. Sir, it is quite apparent from the speech of the Hoo’ble Fiisanee 
Minister that he is speaking of expenditure incurred and not of estiiaatee 
at all. 
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Mr. NtiHITHA NATH KUNDU: Sir, may 1 ask the Hon’ble Minister 
to explain under what section of the Government of India Act he is placing 
these estimates? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA G08WAMI: Of course under 
section 81. There is nothing in the Act which precludes coming before the 
Legislature even on the Inst day of the financial year for any expenditure 
incurred. The spirit of the Act is that you must come to the Legislature 
as soon as possible. (Dr. Naunaksha Saxyal: Is that your interpretation?) 
That is my int<‘rpretation. 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: AVhen was it incurred? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA G08WAMI: It is not all incurred; 
some was imoirred. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: A\ ’^as it not ])os8ible to include them 
when the last ])udget was passed? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: It was not possible 
to forecast what expenditure would be incurred, lle.side.s, I made it perfect- 
ly clear on more than one occasion that we will have to come up for supple- 
mentary demands. I gave this warning more than once. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER. Dr. Sanyal, your point is that the Hon’ble 
Finance Minister is not entitled to present the supplementary demand at 
this stage after the amount has already lieen spent. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Not onl> that, when the la.st budget 
was passed, Government knew that this expenditure would be incurred. 
Mr. (loswami in his sj>eech bus already admitted that. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI; It was impossible 
to know in September what amount would be required. We knew that a 
.large amount would be required and we gave due w^arnings to the Legis- 
lature. I said that I would come uj) before the Legislature at the first 
possible opportunity and this, I think, is the earliest opportunity. 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERaEE; That is not in compliance with 
section 81. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA COS W AMI: That complies with 
section 81 which lays down lertaiu procedure 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL; Sir, that strengthens my point again. 
It is clear from the admission made by the Hou’ble Finance Minister that 
he knew it before. It was within his knowledge and therefore the provi- 
sion of section 81 has been infringed, because although it was within his 
knowledge, although it was perfectly clear to him that further expenditure 
from the revenues of the province would Ik» required, be did not come to 
the House even on the 14th September when the House was discussing 
the general budget for the year 1943-44. 

Tilt HOil’bIt Mr. TULSI CHANDRA COSWAMI: Sir, it was impossible 
to give any estimate in advance. Considering the schemes that we had in 
hand it was not |>ossible to give an accurate estimate. 
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Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Dr. S^anyal, this is a very bipr question. I 
think you have not gone through rule 17 of the Governor’s Rules. As I 
have already stated, let me hear the entire speech of the Finance Minister 
first. 


Df. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Governor's Rules cannot override the 
provisions of the Act, 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER; Let the Finance Minister finish his speech 
first and then I shall give my decision. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Speech on what H 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Sp cech on suiipU'iiientary (lonionil. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: We (annot proceetl unlt'ss this point 
is disjiosed of tirst. Whicli particular part of ruh‘ 17 of the Governor’s 
Rules d(» you refer to? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Whole of the rule, particularly suh-rule (•/!. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Rule 17 runs thus: — 

“(li The Governor exercising his imlividual jmlgiuent may from time 
to time allot a day for the jiresentation of a supi>lementar\ statement of 
expenditure. 

(2) The (iovernor exerci.sing his individual judgment shall allot one or 
more days not earlier than thre(* days alter tin* day allotted for such 
presentation — 

{a) for voting on tli(‘ demands for supplementary grants, or 

for discussion of the e'itimate.s of tlie expenditure charged on the 
revenues of the jirovince, f»ther than estiinates relating to 
expenditure referred to in paragraph {<t) of sub-section (J) of 
section 7S of the Act, (ir 

(/ I for both su( ii voting an<l discussion as tlie case may be. 

(d) At G--U) p.m, on the day or on the lust of such days as may be 
allotted under sub-rule (2) all discussion shall terminate and the Speaker 
shall forthwith put every question necessary to dispose of all the outstand- 
ing matters in connection with the demands for supplementary grant.s. 

(4; The consideration of the business referred to in sub-rule (.? > shall 
not, (ui the day or days allott^'d therefor, be unticdpated by any motion for 
adjournment or be interrupted in any manner whatsoever, nor shall any 
dilatory motion he moved in regard thereto.” 

Sir, where is the relevant rule? 

Tht Hofi’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA COSWAMI: There is one thing 
I would like to say. Kverytliing is an estimate until 1st April; until 
actuals are known, everything is an estimate. 

Th* Hon’blt Kbwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, there are two or three 
points in this connection which I would like you to bear in mind. First 
that it is the practice and it has been the practic-.e of every (iovernment in 
every province to submit estimates under this rule after the e.vpenditiire has 
been incurred. My second point is that the only interpretation you r an give 
to this rule is by admitting that you have got to bring up these after the 
expenditure has been incurred; because supposing at any time (iovernment 
were called upon to spend money for something for which provision has 
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been made actually in the budget and' if the allotment proTided ia exceeded, 
it i« not expected that they must wait till the approval of the legislature 
is obtained before they can incur expenditure. (Dr. Naldtaksha Santal: 
The language is “they must”.) If that be so, then all those people on 
whom money has been spent for saving them from starvation, disease and 
death will have to be allowed to die rather than spend money. Sir, it is 
obvious that there must be a provision to spend money in anticipation of 
the approval of the legislature, and it is not possible ever to estimate what 
the estimate is going to he. Then again, Sir, what happens in those cases 
where the expenditure is exceeded? I submit, Sir, that looking at it from 
the practical point of view there can be no other interpretation of section 81 
except in the manner in which we have come forward to get the approval 
of the legislature. I think the Hon’ble Finance Minister’s answer is 
absolutely conclusive, namely, that until the actuals are received, every- 
thing is an estimate. 

Mr. A. F. STARK: May I say something, Sir? These estimates have 
been presented. The honourable member raised his point of order half 
way through the speech after the estimates had been presented. Therefore, 
Sir, the presentation of the estimates is a fait accomplt. (Cries of “No, no 
from Opposition benches.) 

Rai HAREHDRA NATH^CHAUDHURI: With reference to the point 
raised by Mr. Stark, we have been w^aiting to hear the Hon’ble Finance 
Minister whether these are really estimates or incurred expenditure. There- 
fore, Sir, we coubl not anticipate the speech of the Hon'ble Minister. We 
were under the impression that these were the estimates but wdien the 
Finance Minister spoke in support of the statement only at that time we 
could understand that they were not estimates but incurre<l exjjenditure. 
We raised the jsiint of order just at the proper time. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The whole question is this. Government 
atill insist that they are estimates. 1 will give my decision after hearing 
the statement of the Hon’ble Finance Minister. Possibly, he may say 
something in the end. Let me therefore hear the entire speech. I shall 
afterwards give my ruling. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: On a point of order, Sir, regard- 
ing the lust portion of your observations. A point of order has been raised 
and it is for you to give your decision. You can do it off-hand or we can wait. 
Since a p(>int of order has been raised apropos the statement made by the 
Hon’ble Minister, it is not fair or consistent with Parliamentary practice 
to allow the Hon'ble Minister to carry on with his speech of doubtful legality 
before you give your decision in the matter. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: I have already given my decision on this 
point. 1 have allowed the Hon’ble Minister to continue and to finish his 
statement. 


GOVERNMENT BUSINESS. 

PratiNtition of tfio SiippiMiiOAUry EfUnuitot for 184844. 

TNO Non’Mo Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA COSWAMIt The increase of 
41{ lakhs under “Public Health” is due mainly to the following additumal 
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{NKmaions, vii,, 13 lakhs under rural water-aupply for providing tube wells 
in areas affected by epidemics; 14 lakhs under epidemic charges for the 
control of cholera and small-pox ; and 12 lakhs for the free distribution of 
quinine. 

The increase of 32} lakhs under “Irrigation^* is due to larger outlay on 
repair of the Damodar I^eft Embankment and other irrigation embankments 
damaged by flood. 

I need not trouble honourable members with a recital of the reasons for 
the demands under the remaining heads which are comparatively small. 
The reasons for all the demands presented to the House have been set forth 
in the Explanatory Memorandum and will be gone into more fully by the 
Hon’ble Minister concerned us each demand is moved. 

I shall again repeat that these are estimates — some expenditure has been 
incurred, but they still remain as estimates — supplementary estimates whicdi 
I present before the House. 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for 15 minutes for prayer.) 

(After adjournment .) 

Mr^ DEPUTY SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyul, I have looked up section 81 
of the Government of India Act on which you have raiseil your point of 
order. I will give my decision later on. In the meantime I will ask the 
Hon’ble Mr. (ioswami to move the motions standing in his name. 

Presentation of the Report of tho Public Aooounts Committeo. 

The Hon*ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Sir, us prese t ihed 
in rule 114 of the llengal Legislative Assemhly Procedure Rules, 1 beg to 
present to the Bengal Legislative A.ssembjy the report of the Committed 
on Public Accounts on the Appropriation Accounts and Finance Accounts 
of the Government of Bengal for the vear ni41-42 and the Audit Reports 
thereon. 

Presentation of tho demands for reguiarisation of oxosaa expenditure incurred 

in 1941-42. 

The Hon*ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA COSWAMI: Mr. Deputy Speaker. 
I beg to present to the Bengal Legislative Assembly the demands in respect 
of expenditure incurred in exce.ss of grants and appropriations in 1841-42. 

The voted grant was exceeded under three heads, viz., {a) Forest; 
(ft) Ports and Pilotage; and (c) Interest-free advances. 

The charged appropriation was exceeded under two heads, viz., 
(u) Suiierannuatioii Allowaines and IViisions, etc.; and (ft) Extraordinary 
Charges. 

The reasons for the exce.9.s expenditure have been set forth fully in the 
memorandum which has been placed in the hands of honourable members. 

It will appear from paragraph.^ 8 and 7 of the Report of the Cominittet> 
on Public Accounts on the Appropriatio| Account and Finance Account of 
the Government of Bengal for the year 1941-42 and tho Audit Reports 
thereon that the Committee has recommended to the Legislative Assembly 
that a vote be passed to regularise the excess under “voted** grants and 
has recommended the reguiarisation of the charged excess by His Excellency 
the €k>vemor. 
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GENERAL DISCUSSION OF THE BUDGET. 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERilEE: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I 
rise to initiate the opfwsition to the budget presented by the Hon’ble the 
Finance Minister on Friday last. Sir, I have seen many budgets but how 
am 1 going to characterise this particular budget? We have often been 
told that a budget is a defence budget; we have often been told that a budget 
in a nation-saving budget. But w^hat is the character of this budget? Is 
it a nation-strangulating budget or is it a nation-killing budget? The 
Hon’ble the Finance Minister apparently has pursue‘d the prime-ordeal 
method known to humanity in ba.sing his estimates on expectations of 
begging, borrowing and lastly, stealing. The H<m'ble the I'inance Minister 
has presented a budget in which tlie net expectation from normal revenues 
of the province is more than 7 crores. In lb42-4d the revenue was 
Rfl. in 1943-44 the revenue was Its. 21,34,00,000; and in 

1944-45 the expected revenue is its. 21,97,00,000. Sir, if you will be good 
enough to look at the lust page of tb<‘ Hon’ble the Finance Minister's 
flpeecli you will see the net uncovered indebtedness, that is tf) say, one minus 
two, is Us. 19,70,75,000, My mathematics is v(‘rv wrong and the Ilon’ble 
Finance Minister’s muthemafies must be absoluttdy right. Why not add 
another 230 lakhs and make the net uncovered indebtedness in round figure® 
a sum of Hs. 22 crores? The Hon’ble the Finan(‘e Minister like a ]»rodigal 
8on is not afraid of that peculiar human weakness — that weakness known 
as sliamelessness. He himself states that he presents the estimates 
unasliamed. Sir, 1 am quoting In’s classical expiessuni, and 1h‘ is a master 
of expressioiks ! riiiishamed, Sir, he presents the provima* with a budget 
with a negative balance of Its. 10 crores and 04 lakhs. He liad an exces.s 
of receipt by more than 5 crores and 50 lakhs. If the tiguri's of 1942 are 
compared with the figures of 1944-45 lie had or he exfiects to have an income- 
tax pool increment to the extent of Its. SO lakh" ami he has not made a 
calculation of tlie receipts which be expects on tlu‘ passing of the Agri- 
cultural Income-tax Act and on the doubling of the Sales Tux. Therefore, 
Sir, 1 say that although he was having a revenue of more than 7 crores of 
rupet*s from (he figure <»f 1942-4.3, he is landing the province with a deficit 
of Il.s. 10,f)4,(K),000. And this not withstamhng the fact that he h a. s. obtain- 
ed from the Government of India loans and advanres to tlie extent of 
Es. 12 crores. He has obtained further a suhvention in the shape of 
Treasury Bills which according to his figures between the 4th November, 
1943, and the 39th June, 1944. come up to an inconsiderable sum of 32 crores 
of rupees. In addition. Sir, if you will be good enough to look at the Red 
Book which, 1 hope, the Hon’ble the Finance Minister has read, digested 
and assimilated, there are cash credit advances from the Imperial Bank of 

India to the extent of Ks. 25 crores and yet the Hon’ble the Finance 

Minister i.s in higb hoi)ea. His Ijope rules a land for ever green. He 

“I hope to raise 10 croresS more revenue than wa.s raised in the two 

pTDOeding years.” Tliut is to say, his expected revenue would jump from 
the present budget estimated figure of 22 crores to 32 crores. 

Tht Hon^ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA GOSWAMi: Read my speech 
mgmn. 
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Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Brave are his deeds! I know, 
my honourable friend the Finance Minister writes frood Enjrlish and speaks 
English better. If I were to recall to his memory the last two pages of 
his speech which mu‘<t have been in his Roman haml. he will "(v tm page 11 : 
“I hope to raise Itt crores more revenue than \va‘«. raised in the two ]»recediog 
years.” It will, I trust, be agieed that we have best ii red ourselves to good 
pui poses, very good pin poses indee<l, befitting a 'rrojan leaiho*. Why the 
early recollections of Troy and 1‘riam, Lord ot Tro\ \s folk, came to the 
memorievS of the harassi'd band of the Toilers of tlie Sea wlio are function- 
ing as a Ministry in tins Province and particularly to my honourable friend 
I cannot tell. Only the poetic words of Drven c<»me up to my mind “like 
another Helen firing another Tr(\v”. My honourahle friend does not atop 
there. He has invented a famous doctrine and that doctrine is stated in 
these words, “taxation is an engine of social and national policy”, ((^ries 
of “Shame, shame” from the Opposition Benches.! 1 shall re{|uest m.y 
honourable friend to reutl once m(»re not Scottish hauls and Scotch reviewers 
but a certain article which appearcii in the Kdinburgli Review on taxation 
relating to Oladstiuie's liigh finain’c Tliei»‘ the author protested against 
taxation of humanit\ front biith till ileath in a denioera<‘\ . My honourable 
friend wishes to procetnl tuitluM’: be not onl\ wishi's to tax tin* people not 
onlv here in the tniithlx region but also in the gii'at bereatter, that undis- 
covered region friun whost* bouriu‘ no traveller has yet returned nor will 
ever return our Hori’ble Finance Ministei. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Y ou are wrmijf. 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Am I wiong';' If Shakespeare 
is wrong we all aie wioug. I nless we are, we know tliat additional taxa- 
tion re.sts upon two iiiipoiiuiit considerations, not peihaps known to the 
advisers who a<lvise the Fiiuince Ministers in (be pioiinees under Provincial 
Aut(trioiiiy under the (io\ ernmeiit of India Act, Ibdo, namely, that taxa- 
tion depends upon tlie capacity ot people to jiay aiul that taxation (jepends 
upon whether or not the e.xisting resources have been projierly utilised. 
Here my thesis is that the existing re.sources of the province have been 
improperly misapplied. I shall come to the misapplication ot the f*xistiug 
resources of the province when 1 deal with tlu* items relating to expenditure. 
My honourable friend has been pleased with the jump in the Excise budget. 
Sir, he saxs, so far as the Excise duty is conc’eined with reference to “the 
geographical chart in front of him” (1 .shoubi like to have a look at the 
chart myself); that there lias b(*cn a jump in tin* Excise figures to the extent 
of Us. l,]2,(H),0(Kj and Us. l.TbBP.Pttfb and he says that it is due to imposi- 
tion of higher duties upon tiie sale of liijuor and according to him (he 
impositioii of higher duties on the sale of liquor has led to a very brilliant 
logical result, namely, the diminution in the consumption of liquor. Sir, 
manv people are fond of liquor in this world, but m far as my honourable 
friend’s budget is concerned, the position i« this: country-spuit in 
fetched Rs. 65 lakhs; in 1*141-42 Rs. 1,16,6(1,000; in 1042-43, Us. 1,50, 00, Ow. 
Sir, I made enquiries from the Treasury Benches of those days as td why 
Was this increase; and I was told that this increase was due to war, namely, 
due to numerous arrivals, welcome and unwelcome, fronjR across our borders. 
Sir. no further arrivals from across our eastern borders do we hear of 
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today and yet in 1943-44 the revised estimaieB disclosed an income of 
1 crore and 80 lakhs; in 1944>45 my honourable friend adds 5 lakhs more 
and puts the figure at 1 crore and 85 lakhs. There is an expression in the 
budget which is rather peculiar. It is ^^India made foreign liquor”. Sir, 
Voltaire once spoke of the Holy Roman Empire. He said — it was not an 
Empire, it is not Holy and it is not Roman. I put the expression “Roman” 
last because my friend the Hon’ble the Finance Minister is very fond of 
Latin. Similarly, an expression was used by the Hon’ble Minister him- 
self in another capacity, perhaps in those degenerate days which differ 
from these days, that the Indian Civil Service is neither Indian, nor Civil, 
nor a Service — I talk of service because he talks about service in his budget. 
Sir, this does not count for the rise in the Excise budget. Under Opium — 
which is such a good sedative particularly in these days — my honourable 
friend says nothing like opium — quite, nothing like leather, nothing like 
budget, nothing like tax — under opium I find in 194041 there 
was a receipt to the extent of 38 lakhs. My honourable friend 
has increased the receipt by ItJ lakhs. Ganja my honourable 
friend has not forgotten — nrine of ii.s forgets (javja jrarticularly in this 
Assembly. Therefore, in 1940-41 figures have been raised to 55 lakhs, 
that is, 24 lakhs more. Does this betray diminution in consumption ? My 
honourable friend gives in his budget speech figures about the consumption 
of country-made liquor. PerhapvS the Hon’ble Finance Ministers in these 
provinces are more familiar with spirituous liquor than opium or ganja^ 
but if they are equally familiar for taxation purposes with opium and 
ganja, they will agree that this is a budget of a predominantly Muslim 
lieague Ministry looking forward to the acceptance of a policy of prohibition. 

Sir, T come to consider receipts from non-judicial stamps. There my 
honourable friend has kept down the figures by six lakhs. The reason he 
gives is very peculiar: that la.st year due to famine conditions sales of 
immovable property were frequent. This year since famine conditions have 
all lifted, therefore there will be no more sale of immovable property. I 
hope my honourable friend here had a similar geographical chart as he had 
in the ca.se of spirituous or spirited liquor. The entertainment tax, the 
betting tax, the electricity tax, stand at a stutis figure during the years 
I have mentioned, but the Bengal Finance Act betrays a very interesting 
figure. Last year’s figure was 8 lakhs 59 thousand. This, Sir, you will 
recollect is in the nature of a poll tax, it is a capitation tax. This year 
the figure has gone up to 10 lakhs, and yet we are told by my honourable 
friend that inflation is in the air and all his measures are #f a counter- 
inflationary nature. 

Sir, the revised estimates and the budget estimates under the Bengal 
Finance (Sales Tax) Act are static. Motor Spirits Sales Tax betrays 
22 lakhs addition and Bengal Raw Jute Tax 50 lakhs, and there is a differ- 
ftnoe of 17 lakhs. Is this for the purpose of placating certain interests and 
oertain votes in the country and in the Legislature? 1 pause for a reply 
when the time for that reply will come from the Hon’ble the Finance 
Minister. 

Last of all. Sir, I come to the famous capital head 85A. When this new 
head was mirodot^ I said this ought to be christened “Blockhead” 
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Whether the head will be seen off the trunk is a question which my honour* 
able friend will be able to answer. My honourable friend in his budget 
speech has a special predilection for a particular part of the human anatomy. 
He refers to the legs and the legs alone and he says about capital head 
85A that one leg consists of procurement of crops and di.stribution of crops 
and the other leg oonsists of a “Grow More Food’^ campaign. My honour* 
able friend towards my left puls it to me that these two legs are on two 
different stools, and I do not understand what is meant either by procure* 
ment of foodgrains or by their distribution. 

Sir, my honourable friend is very proud of the fact that large-scale 
trading transactions have been undertaken by Government for the promo- 
tion of healthier marketing conditions. My honourable friend there might 
just as well remember the famous picture of “Innocence” of Michael 
Angelo. The trading transactions referred to consist of mainly four items: 
(1) foodgrains other than wheat; (2) wheat; (d) subvention in the shape 
of concessions to Government employees, Civic Guards and the A.R.P.; 
(4) standard cloth, sugar and salt. 

Last year, Sir, this capital blockhead appeared in the budget w'ithout 
any details whatsoever. 1 bad the privilege to criticise the Finance 
Department and the Finance Minister be<ause no details wdiatever w’ere 
forthc(»ming in the budget and the Legi.Hlature was called upon by the 
Executive to pas.s a blank cheque. My honourable friend the present 
Finance Minister is familiar with blank cheques. The result has been as 
expected. Total capital spent on outlay on thi.s scheme is 71 crores. The 
total .sale proceeds have come up to 41 crores My honourable friend says 
that the stock in hand at the close of the year is 29 crores 7o lakhs and he 
calculated at one st.ige that the lo.ss on a(*c.ount of <ielib(*ratt* depreciation 
is croies and 09 lakhs. I must sa\ heie that ni> honourable friend’s 
arithiiictic was ()ri;^nna]ly wiong. He ha.s b\ way of jio.stscrijit corrected 
himself because 1 find that the revi.sed estimates disclose not u loss of 
3 crores and 00 lakhs but a loss rd 0 crores and 20 lakhs, and for the present 
year my honourable friend has budgeted for a po.ssible loss of 0 crores and 
CO lakhs on the basi.s f)l a cajiital outlay of 81 crores wliicb is an absolute 
absurdity. It is a mythological ])iopositi(Mi. \V«* luised the jioink from 
the Oppuj.sition last year as to what became <d tin }>rofits which either the 
Government of Bengal as a collegiate institution or individuals composing 
the Government of Bengal or individuals favoured by the Government of 
Bengal made mi purchase from provinces other than Bengal, and wu* gave 
the estimate, an estimate which has never been denied in this province, 
that somebody, some person unknown, made a net profit of 75 lakhs of 
rupees. We wanted to know where the 75 lakhs of rupees went. The 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of Civil Supiilics stoutly denied the correctness 
of the allegation made. Later on when the Government of India appeared 
on the scene a reluctant admi.ssion had to he made. Where is that profit 
shown in this budget which my honourable friend has presented to the 
Legislature P Sir, I am familiar with the colour of the budget. Eed 
denotes battle; green indicates jealousy, but let white remain the emblem 
of purity. And, Six, in the interests of the integrity of the Ministry, in 
the interests of honesty which must yet adhere to a begging and borrowing 
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province, it is absolutely essential that details should be given in the budget 
especially when allegations of a hard character like this are made by the 
Opposition. 

Sir, the Department of Civil Supplies is in this budget seeking expan- 
sion, and the Hon’ble Finance Minister has made additional provision for 
Rs. 40 lakhs for the employment of the unemployed and he has made a 
further provision of Rs. 28 lakhs for the purpose of introducing ration 
scheme for Calcutta. Allegations of bribery, corruption, highhandedness 
(Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri : And nepotism. ) and nepotism as my 
friend reminds me which are attendant upon State control in a country 
ruled and dominated like ours are rampant and in the interests of all details 
should be forthcoming at any rate in the green book, but they have not 
come. 

Sir, my honourable friend says that betw'een June and October loans and 
advances from the Central Government came up to the extent of Rs. 12 
crores. Where are the figures between October and now}^^ Or are there 
no figures? Or ihe letter which my honourable friend had despatcheii in 
November last to the Government of India begging for more money yet 
remains unanswered notwithstanding the pious hopes and holy beliefs of 
my friend the Hon’blq Finance Minister. Sir, he has taken into account 
Rs. 82 crores worth of Treasury Hills between November, U)48. and June, 
1944. What about the rest of the year? Sliall we then be regaled by 
another supplementary budget like this even under section 81 of the (lovern- 
mout of India Act and shall we then have to witness the wonderful scene 
of the Chair being called upon either to rule that budget is out of order 
and bring u certain amount of chous or agree to the flouting of the Legis- 
lature and the Act which alone have the authority to grant expenditure 
for this province? Sir, my honourahle friend in one of his speeches — his 
speeches are high-strung — stated that he had obtained from the Imperial 
Rank Us. KJ crores for the purchase of (>5 lakhs of nuiiinds of au.v. I made 
enquiries then wdietlier the (If) lukh.s of inaunds represented paddy or rice. 
That enquiry was never answered, and the Hon hie Civil Supplies Minister 
who probably does not live on paddy or rice being a member of the English 
Bar himself never condescended to give a reply. Sir. I now' find from the 
speech of the HoiCble Finance Minister that that statement was an over- 
statement. Tonight he says that on account of cash credit account the 
amount actually drawn for the purchase of aus crop was Rs. 2,21,00,000 
and the account was repaid on the lUst December. 1043. at a time when 
Bengal w'bs in the grip of the biggest famine that has been witnessed in 
the course of a century aad a half. Why? My honourable friend brandishes 
before our eyes the prospect of a procurement scheme. Sir, 1 do not like 
this procurement of aman crop to the extent of Rs. 25 crores repayable by 
the 3lst December, 1944. Sir, does the Rs. 25 crores proposed expenditure 
bear the same proportion to this Rs. 16 crores expenditure on account of 
the proposed purchase of nm crop? If 65 lakh luauiids of paddy or rice 
were actually purchased by Government in September last when my honour- 
able friend the Finance Minister’s famous speech was delivered in the 
House, Bengal would not have witnessed the tragic, doleful and sorrowful 
spectacle in September, October, November and December, 1943. My 
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hoaourable friend^ the Finance Hiniater, is very pleased that His Excellency 
Lord Wavell in the course of his multifarious activities found time to come 
to Bengal and see the distresses of Bengal. I hope my honourable friend 
had the benefit and the privilege of shaking hands with His Excellency; 
hU hands are very strong. 

Sir, my honourable friend perhaps rightly gave a testimonial to the 
Army. I do not think that the Army is in need of testimonials. It has 
been placed here for the discharge of certain obligations. It has rights, 
but it has obligations also to the province where it has been stationed. 

Sir, may I make an enquiry of the Hon'ble Finance Minister regarding 
something about the grains purchase scheme 1 would upjwal to the 
members to read and re-read pages 4r)*2-4.‘)f> of the big book. The big book 
is printed partly for the purpose of meeting the printing charges of the 
Government and partly perhaps faintly for enlightening an unenlightened 
public. There the cost of piirehase in the budget for the coming year has 
been placed at Rs. t»d crores and dd laklis as against last year’s account of 
Rs. 41 crores. Why? The Advances lor the last year in the Revised 
Estipiate came up U» R.^. In the hudgiu the ailvaiu'e has been 

put down at Rs. 1,49,0(),()(K). Again wliyr* Is it hecaU'^e of dame rumour 
is dancing before the e>es of the HonT)le Finan<*e Minister K Sir, I should 
like to have an exjilanution fiom )iim if the llon’hle Minister condescends 
t/O reply alamt the iteiu.N “suspenses” and “personal dt*posit”. Tlie revised 
figures were Hs ^'o.oD.tHlOtK) as against tin* budget figures of 
Rs. 2, 20, 0(1, 001). Wilt tills gulf oi more than Hh. 2d crores y (At this 
stage the blue liglit was ht. but tin* member was allowed to speak for five 
minute.s more.) 

Sir, losses have b(*en nicurred on account of tbest* purcbasps. My 
honourable friend puts down the losses at om* stage at Rs. d,d0,iN),()00 
wdiile the Revised Estimate discloses the figun* Rs. o,2o,00,000 and the 
Budget Estimate at Rs. o crores and (it) lakhs. Hut losses on account of 
whom and on whaty Losses on account of subvention granted to (1 ) Police — 
they always get subventions and in ibis very bmlget the Police expenditure 
has been increased without justification, (2; to the A.R.P. othcialH and 
(3) to Government servants. 1 find that tht5 Budget figures of 1943-44 
have wide variation with the revised estimates ol the present year and my 
honourable friend has deliberately undei -estimated the requirements for the 
budget year 1944-4o. The revised e.stimates exceeded the budget figures 
on this account by more than Rs. oO lakhs and ]>oor Labour for whom 
crocodile tears always come from the Treasury Benches got the sum of 
Rs. 1,50,090. What an equitable distribution of <^>nces8ions and subven- 
tions by a popularly constituted (fovernment of Bengal! 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, one could have spoken for a pretty long time over 
budget estimates like these. My honourable friend talks about Orphanage. 
The first Orphanage has lieen established at Bcrhampore. A good place t 
It has a wide reputation and two c»f my honourable friends on this side of 
the House belong to Berhampore. Whether they are orphans of the storm 
or they are orphans of the famine, I do not know. They will disclose soon 
what their views are about this point. 
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My honourable friend hae not forgotten tbe Jute Mills. He has not 
forgotten the Sugar Mills as well. He has granted subvention to the Sugat 
Mills to the extent of four annas a maund ostensibly for the purpose of 
benefiting the cultivator but really for the purpose of seeing that more gin 
is produced for indirect purposes of war. I am very cautious in my 
statement. 

The only two items which rivet my attention are the proposed expenditure 
of Es. 12^ lakhs for the distribution of quinine and Bs. 14 lakhs for cholera 
and small-pox. As against these, the Jail expenditure has increased by 
Rs. 57 lakhs and the Police expenditure by Rs. 40 lakhs. Naturally my 
honourable friend requires this exhortation of a Trojan Leader to his 
harassed baud and he quotes Latin so that we cannot understand that 
language. 

The Hon*bte Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: 1 have translated it. 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE. Translations are good, but 
sometimes some people are translated. In the language of Shakespeare 
Bottom was translated indeed ! Whether such translations are good, bad 
or indifferent, I leave to the judgment of the Hon’ble Finance Minister. 
I can only say this imitating him that his budget discloses not the address 
of the Trojan Leader, but the address of that soldier who stood on the ruins 
of Carthage and exclaimed : 

8o perished Troy with Priam, Lord of Priam’s folk translated many 
centuries later in England — ^ 

‘'Rome shall perish (write that word), 

In the blood that she has spilt, 

Perish hopeless and abh(»rred; 
l)ee]> in ruin us in guilt.” 

Mr. Ih'puty Sj>eak('r, 1 hojK* iny lionourable friend bus not forgotten the 
early yeuis of his Horace and has meekly followe<l the jK>licy laid down by 
lmj>eriul Rome — 

‘‘Paquis (jue imiionere morem 
Subject is et deballare superbos”. 

Mr. I. D. JALAN: Sir, in taking |vart in the general discussion of the 
Budget this afternoon I <’annot but refer to the grievous death of 
Mrs. Gandhi who represented the soul of Indian womanhood. We belonging 
to the Congress Party in the Legislature cannot but feel the poignancy of 
the grief which has overtaken the greatest man of India today. He is lying 
in fetters for the emancipation of tbe country. It is regrettable what while 
we ore <xmsidering tbe Budget today if we consider tbe broader aspects of 
this country we are far from achieving our goal for which we are striving 
at present. But I need not go into tbe political aspect of tbe question this 
afternoon, and I should like to confine my attention to tbe problem before 
us. There has Wn an increase in the expenditure in jails and in Police. 
When this Ministry came into power it was expected that they would take 
a more lil>eral jolicy towards the release of political prisoners but the result 
which we have seen is far away from the expectation that we had. Even 
now we feel that the rate of release of politiod prisoners is eo slow that we 
do not quite know how long it will take for this Qovemxnent to release them. 
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The Government could have relieved the congestion of the jails. They would 
lave relieved a portion of the expenses on jails luid they token the course 
rhich they ought to have taken. It was exj>ei‘te<l of a Go\ eminent which 
irofesses to he leased on the popuLu' franchi.se that they sliouhl rise and show 
'renter strength in dealing with this pr<ddem and should not imitate the 
lethods, priiiciple> and policies which the white hurcnunmiy followed when 
hey were in |K)vver. The Government is iollowing practically the sjune 
olicy which their predecessors followed. This aspect of the ijiiestion vv# 
annot ignore heiause it touches the rigliN ainl liberties of the ptniple tor 
rhich the jre<iple iought i<»r genenitious. You aie detaining people without 
rial tor an indefinite period and even in spite of the tact tliat the situation 
as consiileiohly ( liaiiged hei ause it suits the tHiluy oi Ills Ma,iest\’* 
rovernnieni in Britain. But this is not what is e.xpiH-ted of a (foveruiuent 
Inch belongs to the ]ieople and which (laims at least to lejnesent a section 
I the peo]»le of this province I'liat is the first reinuik that 1 shall make in 
iiis Budget speecli, vi/., that Governmeut shouhl l«dlow a more liberal 
olicy in releasing tin* politnal jirisiiiou's anil thus create an almosjihere in 
hicli the work may proceed smoothly and eltii ientl\ . 

The next iiuestion which is hetorc us is tin* food problem, \\lii<’h has been 
ngaging the attention of tliis country loi the last one \eai to a triMnendous 
xtent. The (tovernnient 's primarv dut\ aas to see that not a single soul 
ied ot starvation in tins provnoe, but ue find that in sjdte of tlie huge 
iicrease in tlie expenditure undei the head “ Kxt i aoi dinar.v Charges” millions 
f people of this provinie li.ive died an untimelx death So far as the policy 
f the (fovernmeiit is concerned, it has deej»l\ afleefed the judinary chunnelvf 
f economn type ami it has ver\ seiiousl\ interfered with the same. I do 
ot foi one moment den\ that in extraoidinai \ times like the present a 
ertain amount of inteilerence is desirable and neeessary \\ bat do we findy 
lo fur as the deaths nf the jM'ople are eonierned. they have otcurred in 
jillioiis. We are not y:oing into the causes as to wh\ these tonk place but 
his fai t is quite apparent that so far as the Government’s responsibility if' 
oucerned it has failed in spite of the liuge exjienditure which has been 
acurred in the Civil Supplies Department and in all other departments 
on needed with if. 

The Hou'ble Finauee Ministei has stated in his Budget s})eeeh that more 
hau half the revenue is devoted to famine, extraordinary charges and the 
ike, but still we find that there are grumblings. The Government has 
Qtroduced rationing in (’abutta, but v^e hud that the policy which the 
Government has euum iated is to deprive the local trade < hannels absolutely 
rom participating in it. There were thou-sands of ]»eisous \%bo were earning 
heir livelihood by grocery busines.s. But the> liave Wen ubHolutely 
leprived of their means of liveliiiood and new persons liave been brought in 
nd Government has taken upon itself the duties of distributing food articles 
0 the people and thu.s increasing the cost by i rores in this matter alone. 

Aubmit that Government -should not deal with this problem in the way in 
rhich it ha» dealt with it. So far as trade and (oinrnerce is ('oncerned, you 
lave got to depend on them and the present misery is attributable to the 
rrong policy of Govenuuent which the t Government has h<*en following for 
ome time pa«t. So far sa rationing is concerned we find complaints every- 
rhere that the ration which is supplied is not of gf»od quality. It has been 

5 
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brought out from the old storks of rice which are sometimes uneatable. 
When the ordinary trade of the country could supply atap and boiled fine 
as well m course rice according to the requirements of the consuming public . 
there is no reason why Government with all its elaborat/e equipments fails 
to supply the necessaiy requirements. So far as expenditure is concerned, 
Government should investigate into the actual exj)enditure in connection with 
the rationing scheme and also see how far those exjcenses can be reduced 
I find there is a good deal of extravagance in this department apart from 
nepotism, cornijction and jobbery and such other charges which have been 
levelled agaiii'^t it. So far as Governineiit is concerned it has got to l(»ok 
to the present condition of the* peojcle betore jcroceeding to levy fresli taxes. 
Now we find that the liovernmeiit has increased the Sales Tax to double cd 
wdiaf it was before and it ba.s now br<»ught iorward a Bill for taxing tiie 
agricultural income. Still there is a defic-it of more than Rs. 10 cn»res tor 
which no provision has been made. Sii, undc-r the pretext of combating 
inflation tax(‘s uttei taxes are being imposed and ]>enple are ]»eiiig over- 
burdened with tliPin while on the other liand no efforts are beinj^ made io 
minimise tlie costs of tin* new depuitments winch have been brought into 
existence. These enormous cawts ami the* present attitude ot tlie ( lovernimml 
arc liighly unjustifiable. Times without number em|uiiies liave been set on 
foot in order to find cnit as to bow lai expenses can be cm tailed in the 
ordinary or normal <b‘]»ai'1ments of Government, luit so far we have never 
beard as to what should be i1m‘ extent of retreiiclimein in the departments 
wdiicli have been newl\ created in order to im‘C‘t the* m‘\\ .situation So far 
as tlie Governmeiil is c'oncerned it owes its duty to tin* ]n*opb* to ^p^>ml as 
little as jmssibb* and to burden the people with as little taxation as possible. 
Idiat should be the jadiey fc»r the Go\erinm*nt to follow, 1ml I legiet to find 
that that policy is not mauitest in the Hud^et which the Government has 
jireseiited to this House iu this sessicqi. 

Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar : Sii. as 1 was 

listening to the learned statement ot m\ hom»ural>le friend, the Kiiiaiice 
Minister, I was reminded ot a famous chuimter iu one of Mcdieie's jelavs, 

who Was amazed to find that Ik* had been sfieakiiig prose all his .hie wutliout 

knowing It. The tragedy is that he is still Idisstully unaware of the deplor- 
able results ol inaction <»r mi.sapplied activities ot hi^ Government, as 

imjicxited b\ the illuminating figures ot the Budget He is still complacpiji 

and talks in a liglit-heai te<l manner about the use of taxation as an “engine 
<d MK ial and national ]>oli('v", ami mort*over he is also ple;ised to look 
forward to the building up ot a better world tor ourselves. Sir, this is a 
serious threat indeed! 

Let us examine s<»me of the figures in the fKmderous budget volumes and 
try to find out bow tar this (lovernmeiit has given a graxi acTcuint of itself 
as an engine of social and national policy. Nearly half of the enormou.s 
amounis scheduled for expenditure during the two years 194d-4o is accounted 
for by three beads which are rather significant and have intimate (ouiiectioiih 
With what they call “war ('onditi»»n.s’*. These hesuls are “Extraordinary 
charges in India**. “Famine” and “Agricultnre’* and account for au 
amount which ea.sily exieeds the abnormal figure of Ks. 80 rrores in round 
numbers. How has this amount l»een s{>ent or i.s proposed to W spent in the 
interest of vital smdal and national t>olieiesy 
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Sir, under tlie head “Exiraordinarv Uhar^fes in liidia” tlie oututunding 
items that come out are civil defence, the co*4t ot the C’ivil Supplies Depari- 
meht, aud the lo.she> incurred h\ tiie Government on what they call “trading 
operations”. I do not pwjv^e to dwell at length on these losses of the 
trading operation^ ol the (to\ eminent which Iui\e been put hy the llon’ble 
Minister at the mode.st fij^ures <it lEs. ;U crore.s and IN. a vrores toi 1!Od-44 
and 1944-4 ) re>pecti\ ol\ . Tiie Ilon'hle Mini>ter as a matter of fact finds a 
great source ot t*onM)lation and |H»rljaps strength in them, for he s;i>s that 
Government's lo>^ in tlii> regard “will he the measure of the success” of 
these vital operations. But his umN»s\ t oiistience speaks out when he s;*\a 
that the tax-pa\er might kK>k askance at this l<».ss of a crores if the (iovern- 
ment’s ojMuations did not ensure a health\ (heck on tln^ rise of tin* Umd 
prices. The a\erage la\-pa\ei will judge Goveininent p»dicv 1)\ results, and 
certainly not hy the profession oi (piotations from tin* scriptures. We Inne 
had more than a >eai oi this tood » li'.is amidst iis. ,iinl the |N)licy of price 
control has had it'' run tor much more than this peiiod Wln're do we stand 
now as leg.iids tin* pi ic(* <»t padds and in'c'-' Acccrdiiig to the statements 
issued l)\ tin* ( iov(‘rnnient the leilin^ juk e in lespec t oi nee is IN. I’) (lor 
wholesalers) and Bs. S-S foi p.idd\ ( agncultui ists ) . Assuming tliat this 
price is now eflectiw, we mn see that this luling pri((* is still mm h h(‘\ond 
the [lurchasing |W)W(M <4 the jMS)r(*r (lasses, this price being liig)n*i h\ moie 
tb<in dOO ]KM' lent ol the pie-wai tiguies 

Then. Sit. I am not \(M\ mm h suie whethei .i g(K)d [voTtinn ol this loss 
(“oiild not ha\e luu'n pre\ented tnmi arising, it !nsi(»:id of dejiending on 
purchasing agents, tin* (io\(*inmcnt t InMii^^dvi's .ixsinneil t es}M»nsd*ili f \ ior 
procurerneii 1 a*' well as d i'-t i ihiii :on I p till now no -'utistactorv account 
has \(‘t lM*eii niaih* .ivaihilde to u«. ,ihnut tin* woilung’ <4 these pun lia, sing 
timis, and h<»w ( io\ (*r nnieiit «onti<»l o\('r tin*:: pun hasing acti’>ities in 
motiissil was exercised aini made efl<‘(tive I’heie wa** tor example a wide 
'oinjdainl ahoiii art iticia 1 1 \ lioosiing up IimmI pr u »*h m iht* ni'itussil as a result 
of the ojteMllon ot these pure iiasing agent-. K\en tin* Ilon’hle 
Mr. Snhrawaid\ was lespon'-ihU* ttfi a '-taieiuenf at Jhn'c^j that In* wamld not 
allow price.'' to come down nimdi tint her, U' tin* cultivating (da''S(‘s would 
not then g’et a “tan” (nn-e. W hat tiie lax-pa\ei wants to he sure alxmt 
i.s, whether the exfienemes of the la^t year are going*- to he rejieated once 
again. Sir, this solicitude lor the masses 'houhl bet let he left over for the 
time heing*. In Bengal we have lunl a %ei\ nastv ex[)er leiici* Last year. 
When an entne nation was staining- ami [>eople were dving^ in thousainN tor 
want of t<K)d. the th»\ernmeiit wa' -till coiiiphn eiit I y rehirig on tin* jMilicy 
of dole.s thixnigh the iinx ker\ ot the so-called “esm trolled’* shopK, and at the 
same time allowing its purchiising agent.s to roam alxiut the homeH of the 
poor peasant- and manipulate the food prices with a view to build profit for 
thenii^elves. The Government silentiv stood l»\ and would not aa^uiue re^pon- 
isihility tor finding bK»d lor the suffering rnilhonK. Even today we find that 
our Government reipnred a directixe troiii the Uentntl (lovernnieiit to 
lntr<Mline rationing in (’ahtitto and the neig^hlxniring industrial areas. W« 
are still in doubts alnMit the prosftetts in the mofuMsil. Kvidentiv it would 
uot l>e prudent for us to wait for a further directi x*e from the ('(‘litre. The 
prime neces.sjty is to build uf) confidence in the mofu.sHil and will it be too 
iDiii'b t/t the ( tovernrtieii! to -how some iintiativi* on their 4iwfi a('<voiiiit 
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and pKJve tkit th^y are really werious about the welfare of the masses of 
Ben^ral, hy assuming? responsibility. As I said, Sir, we judge the Govern- 
ment l*y results. 1 do not (xire whether there is a theoretical food surplus 
in this provinre. I do not mre whether hoarders and profiteers have formed 
a (onspiracy to luillify the beiieficient intentions of the Government. Nor 
do 1 care whether the claims ot the Government al>out the effectiveness of 
the price-control measures is correct or not. What I do care is whether 
RkmI is made available to all at a price witliin their retuh. If there is a 
single soul t-oday in Bengal wdio is starving for want of food, that is 
sufficient 1> scandidoiis tor any civilised Government to function and frame 
its budget with high-s<ninding phrases. This is a scicred task, and there 
must not be any mameuvring of position, iM)litic4il tM'isting or the hackneyed 
theoretical claims and counter-cLunis. 

Sir, near<ilM)ut six cixires of rupees have been budgeted for relief operations 
under the various headings. This is essentially liumanitarian and a good 
dfuil of praise is due to the army and the civilian officiaks who have taken 
their duties fairly seriously. As we have been told, Rs. 3^ crores is 
chargeable to gratuitous relief and 1} crores to test works. A word of 
criticism is nec/essiiry in respect of the supply of cxM^ked food from the free 
kitchens. In this respect the Government should have the assistance of a 
nutrition Ixmrd consisting of experts in the line, so as to help in the selection 
of a well-lwlanced dietatic formula suitable for the jieople for whom these 
free kitchens were meant. In view of the restrictions imjK>sed by rationing 
in city and industrial areas, there should aNo ]»e a w(dl-directed propaganda 
alwut the nutritive V4ilue of the various artules of diet. We should realise 
that in such technical matters, a mere statement liom the IloiThle Ministers 
would not he sufficient: if the services of <lietatic experts are Tetjuisitumed 
for the piiriKise, that would certainly l>e more convincing. 

While on this subject of relief opeiatious, I think the Government should 
realise that it is the non-official relief organisations who did the pioneering 
work, and when the Government entered the field they found a good volume 
of humanitarian work alrwidy done by these I'elief organisations. The policy 
of the Government had been to help these relief organisations only to a very 
limited extent, and their assistance in most cases was limited to supplies of 
foodgrains at subsidised rates. From my own experience of relief work in 
Murshidalvad district, I cx)uld not help having the impression that the Govern- 
ment did not seem to favour very much any nou-otficial relief works. I do 
not know whether this attitude of the Government is «lue to an anxiety to 
cover up their deficiency in the line. 

Sir, I wekx)me very much the provision of a crore and a quarter of rupees 
on test relief works. As the Hon'ble Minister point.s out, these have been so 
designed as to imprf>ve communications, dminage and irrigation facilities. 
Evidently these have been so framed as to help in the Grow More Food 
Camptiign. 1 wish this provision has been considerably increased and visibly 
linked with the plan for Post-War Rehabilitation of agriculture and indus- 
tries in Bengal. 

Sir, all through the statement of the Hon ’hie Minister I have searched in 
vain for any comprehensive planning in respect of the problem of food, 
famine and agriculture, which undeniably constitute the crux of the defence 
.While measures are necessary for the immediate alleviation of 
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the present distress, these measures must inevitably form the part of e 
continuous projjramme, leadinj? us fwm short-term mecisures to lonjjr-term 
planning. You caniiot ask a nation to live on the l>egjrin|r bowl and 
neighbourly charities. Hence to convert the present distressing spectocde 
of gratuitous relief, the relief measures must lie so devised as to Wid the 
nation towards a definite rehabilitation i)f iu>r economic life on sure ami sound 
foundations. 1 know. Sir, timt a IVst-War lleionst ruction Committee has 
been constituted in Bengal, but 1 do mu see wh\ in Bengal we should depend 
on the initiative from tlie Government of Imlia ami waste valuable time in 
deliberati(»ns. 

This lack of comprehensive planning and the absence of any t*orrelation 
of the various me;isures to deal with tannne, food, and agriculture is really 
deplorable, and will more<n'er, I am afixii»l, lea«l u» luither wastage ot our 
energy and efforts. Take for example. Sir. the Gr<ov More Food Drive. 
This drive has been umlertaken iiere at the initiative oi the Government of 
India, and has far heen <‘onfined to ptxipaganda and publicity und dis- 
tribution of ini}>ro\ed seetls. The pix)xi''ion f<»r lJMd-4-4 is 1 <*i<u’e lakiis, 
and for 1944-4o. (>iil> IN. .’ui lakhs. Tlie prt>\ision has heen for sh4»rt-term 
improvement of agrii’ult ure, 4titd there i'* e\identl\ no scheme to ixmtinuo 
the projjrramme in a progressive manner. MtuxM>ver there is no pix)\ision for 
cifipital improvement of agriculture nor is there any scheme foi the same. 
Anv sehenie fiu* agiicultural improvement must provide for sufficient credit 
facilities to the atrriculturist". atid in this regard the significant omission 
of any scheme f^u the improvement 4d' co-<»perat ive soeuUies is really t-o lie 
deplored. (Toverntiient sh<»uld have hmui aware tliat tlianks to their 
enthusiast i( [xdicv ol delit redemption and < oncihation, and tlie ojieration of 
the Bengal Agricnltuial Dehtors A< t and Beiigti! M«>nev-lendcrs Act, a void 
has been < lealed in the rural areas, dr>ing up all sources ot credit. l')i till 
now mulling has been done improve the situation, and not even the wide 
devastations of the food < risis could have roused them to their setiHe of 
resjumsibilit V in this reg<ird. 

Sir, under Irrigation, the onlv hig increasi* in expenditure aris<‘s out of 
the provision ol Rs. KMt lakhs f<»r the repair of the Damodar emhankment 
breache<l by the last veiir*> fliMxl, Though this iuis been taken up on the 
initiative of the (iovernment of Imiui whidi jmve agreetl In make an intereHt- 
free advance in the interest oi maintaining vital aTienal line«^ ot communifxi- 
tkuj. many of u.s at this side of the House would (juestion the wusdom of 
pushing on an emluiiikment sclieme om e again. Proliahly a better courwe 
should have been to push the I)am<>dar-Hf>oghly'H<)wrxih Scheme w’ith its 
scheme of reservoirs in the upper (xitcliuient aieas in Bihar, purticiilarly 
when the Irrigation Deixirtmeni has a resnlv s« heme in this regard for the 
permanent solution of the pnddem. 

Sir, we are having a huge ex}>en<iiture at the seale of IN. -11 ( rores a year. 
Aii<l naturally the poor re.sources of this piovim e have not l»een able to cope 
with Hie .situation, ami we are liesiding f<»r <leficifH w‘hi<b by all tokens are 
rather alarming. The Finaiue Minister states that he hopes to rsiise during 
the current and the next financial years IN, 10 crore^ more revenue than wan 
raised in the two preceding years. Evidently he has wune more taxe.H in 
view including the recent enhanceiiient of the Htile.s Tax, and tfie proj)OHed 
Agricultural Income-tax. Apart from the wisdom of imposing fresh taxes 
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in this province, pavsin^ throusrh unprecedpiiteil famine (vornlition.s, 

there is tlie fart that a deficit accumulating*’ at the rate of Rs, 17 crores and 
odd ijj Tuo years (xui hardly he wiped out hy proceeds of new taxes. The 
rerned) certainly lie.** in other directions. We ajfree with the Hon’hle 
finance Minister when he says that the limits of the Xieineyer Award must 
he wiflened in the interf'st ot doinjr financial justice to Benjral. Then a^’^ain, 
Sir, there is the wnler ({ue>tion of the (Vntre he^irintr its legitimate share of 
the extraordinary demands on the Beufral Kxche<j\ier. winch are definitely 
attrihutahle t(* the War <ind War (MUiditions, ] liope tliat the Finance 
Minister will he aide to (onviinr* the Central (tovei’nimnit alHiut the justice 
of this demand, and sncc<‘c<| m drawing.* a much-needed relief t^i the burden 
imposr'd on our fxKir shouhlers. 

Sir, unless we move in the ritfhl direction and lake more ener<;etic steps. 
I do not find much to enthuse alamt in this hudu<c, ..ad ihi-. in -pi:-' of the 
Trojan I^-^ider and his harassed hand ” in <»nr m d-t 

Mr. D. GLADDING: In his very 4»hle Hud^ret statement, i lear of 
pal tern and v\ord(‘d uith charm, the Hon hh* Mi (roswami has presented us 
with the most disiressin^r estimates that ha\e e\e? claimed the attention ot 
this House. Despite Inimper revenues, attrihutahle to war (oiiditnujs and 
to new l4ixes whicii we have imp(»sed, those same war conditions, and 
especially a “famine” hr-ou^Hil almut h\ them, ha\e forced expenditure to 
/tU( h a pitch that our finamdiil (xisition is hr*oken he\ond the remed\ ot any 
fiction which we can in fairness l>e aske.l t<> take. The reme.h must .ome 
from outside; and that i.s the point to which, with m> ]‘ait\\ permission, 

I shall devote (he imlk of m\ time ihi.s altermMtn. 

rile ie\enue,s lor the two years with whnh we art* nnmediatel\ dealing 
are pluctul h\ .Mr. (ioswami at the hamper fiirures ot ‘..M M t rtu’es ami 21 hT 
crores, each of which is appr'o\imalel\ o crores, or more than -id per cent., 
higher than the revenue of 1942-4d. It is ury Indief that even these fi^nires 
are under-estimates. 1 think they will hr irieater In about half a crore in 
the eurreiit year and hy at least a t rote in HG4-4:). under the heads income- 
tax, exi'ise, stamps and “other taxes and duties,” altogether apart from the 
new yield of approximately 1 erniv yxhir h is expected to come from the Bill 
to ameml the Sales Ta\ and the Bill to impr.se an Agricultural Income-tax 
whn h are rlow n (r. he enacted at this st-ssion. The revenue exjienditure is 
placed higher than the experted receipts hy the ugly amounts ot U 15 
(Tores tins year ami r rmcs next year. The.se, alas, in our ojiinion are also 
Hkely to prove to he under-estimates. Mr Goswami has him.self admitted 
that they may he under-estimates. The main field in whir h our douht< arise 
ns Government’s commerrdal operatimis in foodgrains. sugar, salt ami standard 
cloth, and in the establishment side ot those operations; regard’Ui^ which 
there is not as much detailed information in the Red Book as we should have 
liked to see. I he rlouhts we have, ami the advice we wish t<» offer, in these 
conneetions will he mentioned hy later speakers from these liemhes. I will 
leave it at that, and pass vui to my main suhjert. 

Nr»w. f^r. I want to give you our total war-time figures, and to draw 
•nme points from- them. Thev ftr»* \VK*k* w*;il .r...* 
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revenue be tbe six years tullowinji: takings Mr. (roswumi's figures 

for this year and next^ Nt> levs tlian IG. l04,TS.‘{Jb(HKh as ttdlows: — 


19d9-40 

194IM1 

I941.4‘.^ 

194‘J-4:{ 

1944-44 

1944-4.') 


Us 

l4.Udi(i.9lMt 
Id.VC.XI.dOO 
14.94 /AS.tMUt 
Hi.4().4‘.J.(M)t) 
44. 09.090 
•2.4.07.44,000 


lOea-'e note. Sir, iliaT tln^ >U!ii is greater than si\ times tl»e revenue oi ]!14S-49 

/)// 2'V ( Kirf' 

Now take our revenue t.rfn ml it u n lur the same six unns. That will atld 
up to tlie mm ii greate! stun ot Us. 1 .24. 4.4. .4!). 000, as tollows: — 


1949-40 

1940- 41 

1941- 42 

1942- 44 
1944-44 
1944-4') 


Us. 

14.71.24,0(M) 

14.4.').49.(MM) 

i:».:>0,4S.(M)0 

10.79.00.000 

.42..')4,00,000 

40.4.4.7S,tMI0 


While our levtMiUe n'r4i/it\, tlooeloft*. will Im* gteatei h\ 2S eiores tlian they 
would ha\e hetm il we had continued t^ ha\e the revenue ol 194S-49, they 
will be /c'N hi/ Is (ntrc^ h’l Jtihh'^ than uui la'venm* »‘\pendituit‘ timing the 
same jteriotl A Jtietyv st.itt> uf ati.tiis’ 

Now let Us suppitse that Heiie.tl had not been visited i»y the “tamine”. 
In 1941-42, which was htOnie *011 expenditure tui tood sh<»rtage began, but 
im lutled expendltuie (»n civil detenee. deniness allowances, ete.. our 
expenditure was loA croii'S Had the “iamine * not om urred, 1 think our 
unuvoidahle expemlituTe tor tlie subsequent tliree years (0142-40) miglit have 
been kejii witliin an average (d. say, 17 < roles jum annum instead of the IfrJ 
ertires ot l!f4l-42. In that event, oui total unavoidable exjrenditure during 
these six years would have ireen 94 < rores <»7 lakhs; or /O rrnrex /e.«f< than our 
total recviptm. With that 10 c rores we should have been able to give some 
easement here and tliere in the nat lon-building dejiarl merits ; hut, hviit of all^ 
we should liave been able to set aside many erores f<»T posf-nar rcnmut rnciton. 
The gap between these two figures — a deficit of IS croies ti") lakhs instead of 
a sur|)lu.s of 10 erores — is the measure of the terrible bur<ien which has been 
placed on Bengal by calamity, born of the war, whnli Bengal wan helpleHn 
to prevent. Please note that 1 say “helpless to [uevent ’. Unlike many 
erities who have been airing their views both outside and inside Bengal, I 
l>elieve that that ealamitv and the (onse(|uent expenditure were, in all their 
cliniensious that matter, beyond local prevention 

Now, Siy, the contention of evervbodv in thi.* House is tliat Bengal should 
Hot W made to carry the burden of the figure's whicdi I have given: the 
burden. I mean, of Indiig 18 erores ♦».'> lakhs clown, instead of something like 
lO (Tores up, over the first six years of this war. Il is prefiosterous that the 
war and its conseijuenc e^ should l>e allowed to impoverish scone jirofiio^eft 
while they enricli others. Burdeu.s !>uch as the one now’ being carried by 
Bengal should W a charge upon the whole (if the body politic, just m they 
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would have been if the country had not been divided into several provinces 
witli Heparate responsibilities and separate powers of raising supplies and 
a}){>ropriating llieni. If you will cast your mind back, Sir, to the last war, 
you will find, if I remember aright, that in those days the whole of the 
revenues of India accrued to the (Vntre and appropriation, province by 
provin(;e, tvas sanctioned by the Centre on the basis of demands sent in by the 
Secretariats of each pr(»vince. This illustrates wdiat I mean, and suggests the 
tliought that the financial machinery of those days was more serviceable to 
an Jndia at war than is the financial machinery of today. Some comjiromise- 
between wljat 1 may call the financial communism of those days and the 
financial isolationism enco\iraged by the present constitution seems clearly 
to be culled for; and, 1 juopbesy that we shall see it hapi>en, in some shaj>e 
or other. Ibov the uneven burden of Bengal is (o be carried elsewhere is not 
for me to suggest : res[Kmsible men at the (huitre sluMild work that out, and 
should iacc an\ music that may be involved. But it leajjs to the eye that 
the alternatives are roughly three: it can either be taken by the Centre and 
j)aHsed (»n hy the Centre, through (Vntral taxes, to the whole lax-paying 
public of India, or it can be made a charge on a special pool got bv taking a 
levy f rom those provincial ex(be(|uers which have disj>ro})ortionate surpluses, 
or it cun be absorbed by a mixture of both methods. I leave the matter at 
that , 

1 gather that what the ('eutre have been trying to maintain that 
Bengal’s hurdtm siiould, at any rate in large jrart. b»* borne by Bengal itself 
and spread (»ver many \ears to come b\ the devii'e of raising loans, eith»^r 
from the (’eiitre or from the public. To agree to this would be to give a\va> 
our wb(de l ase, am! u'v must not afin'c to it. An alternative ^eems to be that 
the (’entre may be offering us loans for the time being, with a rider that their 
eventual fate (whether they are to remain Iouhn or to be wipeil out, in 
whole or in juirt, by a subsidy) w’ill be left over for decision af some future 
date. I bojte I am not wronging the (iovernment of India when I ask tlie 
Finance Minister to beware of such a plan. To get a fair settlement in 
retrospect, when our budgets are balancing (»r are in surjdus, will be next To 
impossible; and to defer the matter now, in a kind of escapist spirit, will In- 
up trouble for the future between the Beng“al and (’eiitral Governments tbar 
will do immeasurable harm. We sboubl insist on a decision tour wbndi 
either makes equitable subventions {not loans) immediately available or fixes 
accejdable princit>les on which subventions, putting the province fully on its 
feet like other provinces, will be made as soon as the war is over. 

Ever .>iuce our troubles began, the Centre has demanded that we do our 
best to help ourselves, b\ wa\ of im reused jirovim iul taxation. This Part) 
has supported that demand, and the resjmnse of the province, as Mr, (io^wumi 
argued, has been ('onsiderable, Gf the increa-se in revenue of crores in 
194d-44 over the revenue bef<»re the war began, crores is the yield of taxes 
newly imposed or increased b\ us; and this will rise to *1 crores in 1944-45 
when we have jiassed the two taxation measure'* which are down for disposal 
at this st^sion. 7'lns u crorrs inll hr tufual to per cent, of our whole 
tevrnur.s in AVe have also starved nation-building departments and 

diverted taxes from purposes for wbicli they were intended to he ear-marked. 
Mr, Goswami has hinted, rather cryptically, at further taxation still. The 
European Parfy will give a sympathetic hearing to any further taxation 
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proposals that may be shown to be justified. But before we make up our 
minds whether justification has been established, we shall want to know what 
the Government of India, on their jmrt, have done, or have undertaken to do, 
by way of giving this province a fair deal. 

As a matter of interest, I have tried to add up what the Outre haa 
already done by way of financial relief to us. under specific heads, since the 
war began, including the figures for this year and next given in these 
estimates. I make it llA crores in the form of tfrautx (10 crores under civil 
defence, 119 lakhs under extra police for (juusi-centrul purposes, 20 lakhs in 
full payment for rei)airing the Amirpur breach and 10 lakhs for “(irow Moro 
Food”); and 2 crores in the form of loona (I crore 9 thousand for the Damodar 
emhankment and SS lakhs tor “Grow More Fttotl”). AVe aeknow’ledge tht‘se 
aids with thanks, as also the wonderful work done hy the Army, for whieh 
Mr. Goswaini has paid so deserved a tribute to His Excellency, Lord Wavell ; 
hut we ask for very much more, and we should he hai)py to think tl»at His 
Excellency the Viceroy h already, or will soon he, in personal e(»ntar t with 
our financial file in Delhi. W ho knows P Perha])s there will he some go(oI 
new's for this j>rovince, if not for the man in tlie street, in Sir Jeremy 
Raisman's Budget s)>ee<h a few days hence 

Sir, it is late in the evening and 1 will now resume my seat. Before I do 
so, let me ^.^y again that the welfare (d Bengal foi very many years to <*ome 
is at stake ; that w’c have a nt^ft-tron rvi.ic; and that Mr. Gosw’umi and his 
colleagues have oiir best wishes in the fight whieh, with tlie assistaiU'e of our 
distinguished new Governor, they are doubtless going to put up, 
Mr (biswami concluded with a laitin (pmlatimi. So will 1. I say to him — 

“7"m nc (‘('(If u'd ('(Ultra audit tar ita" . 

Wliich, in tiie jiresent context, may Im* inter])reted to mean — 

“D(m’t give in to Delhi; run up to the pitch, and knmk them for six". 

Adjournment. 

The Hou.se was then adjourned at fi-40 p.m. till J-Jo p m., on Friday^ 
the 25th February, 1944, at the Assembly House, Calcufta. 
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Pr€»ceedingi of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

Titk Asskmijlv Tiicl in the ANM-mbly House, Calcutta, on Friday, the 
2<3tli Fehruurv, 1944, at 4-4') j).in. 


Present: 


Mr. l)c|iiity Sj)eakcr (Mr. SyW) H^shkmymij the Chair, 9 

Hon’hle Ministers and H»8 niemherh. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Strike by warders of Bengal Jails. 

*112. SJ. KHAGENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: (^) Will the Hou hie 

Minister in (harfre of the Home Department he pleased to .state whether it 
is a fact that the wanh'rs of different jails in Henp:ul went on strike by the 
middle of January, 1949? 

{/)) If the answer to (o) i.s in the affirmative, will the Hon ‘hie Minister 
be pleased to state — 

(?) the numher of warders involved; and 

(I’l) the nuinl>er of jails that were affected? 

(r) Will the Hon’hle Minister be also pleased to state whether these 
warders before jJToinj^: on strike had submitted several ]>etitionB brinffing- their 
grievances relating to pay, dearness allowance, residence, time of duty, etc., 
to the notice of the authorities? 

{( 1 ) If the answer to (r) is in the affirmative, will the Hou’hle Minister 
be pleased to state what steps have been taken in the matter? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja 

Bit Nainnuddin) : During the middle of January there was for a short period 
in Hi jails or .siih-jail.s a concerted abstention from <luty on the })art of some 
warders whose number.s are not readily available. This action appears to 
have been adopted in order to draw (tovernment's attention to a numher of 
representations as regards pay and allowances, coiolitions of service, etc., 
which were then under consideration In the Tn.speotor-tieneral of Prisons 
^nd Government. 

Government have already extended certain concessions, ric., dearnew 
ullowuince, supply of basic rations at concession rates and Emergency Areas 
bonus to the warders and certain other grievances are under further con- 
sideration. At this stage the Home Minister does not consider it to be 
in the public interest to make any further statement. 
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Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will tl.e Hmi Me Minister b® 
pleased to state whether au\ wanleis had heeii prosecuted lu coiiuectiou with 
this strike ’r 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 want notice. 

81. NARENDRA MATH DAS GUPTA: Will the lion hie Minister he 

jtleuHeil to state what i> the amount ot tleaiue.ss allowame ^^anteil to jail 
war»]ei> '1 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Dearness allow aiK'e and after that 
a siipjilemeiitai \ deaiuess allowuiiee had heen saiictioued hy (loverninent 
on the Idtli .lanuai\ they aie a^»'^»^rejiat inir to U>. I(t or more in the caM‘ id 
assistant )ailers and suh-jaileis an«i Hs 7-S m the < ase of otlu'rs, 

8j. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: What 1“ the amount ^'•ranted 
to jail wardeis? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: IN T.s 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: A| lart tioin prosecuit ion. has there heen 
an> otlier kind ot vid uiiiNation ot llie tail ^^alde|sr' 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Theie has hiMui no vietmu, nation. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the llon'hle Minister l.e pleased to 
state what has heen done about their residen(M‘, time of dtll>, etc. ^ 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That is undiu the eonsnh‘raf ion of 

(jovel uineiit 


Forcibly taking away of cash and cheque, etc., by Negro soldiers from a 
shop at RaJganJ, Comllla. 

M13. Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: in) Will the lion hie Minister 
in ebarf^t* of the Horne Department he pleaned to state whether it ih a 
fad that — 

(?) towards tlie end of DeceiulnT. .some Ne^ro soldiers entered 

into the shop of Me.ssrs. Ua\ Mohan Modak at Kuj^mnj and took 
away eigurettes without making any payment; 

(?ii the Negro srddiers entered into the cloth .shop “Sankar Bastrulayu’' 
and forc ibly rifted the c ash box and took away IN 212*4 in cash 
and a eheque of Rs.2,0flfl; 

NVf) the Traders’ Association met in a meeting and pass*‘d resolutions 
that shop.s in the town ot (’oiiulla would remain closed after 
^ j>.m. since 29th Deremher, 1949. till further decision; 

<?/•) the SeiTetarv ot the Association informed the District Magis- 
trate of the incidents that had happened; and 

(r) there were other stray cases of viedence and Iwting by the Negro 
soldiers in the streets of the town of ComiilaJ' 
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(h) If the anflwer to (a) (iv) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state — 

({) whether the Ma^fistrate made any enquiries into the allegations 
made therein ; and 

(it) if so, whether he found the allegations to be true? 

(c) If the answer t(> (h) (h) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble Minister 
be pleased to state what steps the District Magistrate had taken — 

(i) to bring the offenders to book; and 

(il) to prevent the recurrence of such incidents? 

(ff) Ts it a fact that the Hon’hle Minister has been informed of the 
incidents by a letter written by a nieml^er, Bengal Legislative Assembly, 
rej^resenting Tippera (General) Ponstituency ? 

{(') If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be }>leased to state what steps he has 
taken in the matter? 

Khan Bahachir MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja 
Sir Nazimudclin) S {a) (/i The incident was reporte<] to the local officer. A 
claim for compensation is being considered 

{ii) to (ir) and (d) Yes. 

(v) Rejiorts were received of two other incidents on the 2(>th and 30tb 
December, 1943. 

(h) (I) No separate en(|uiry was. ordered but the cases rej>orted the 
Police were at once investigated. 

(//) The incidents investigated by the police were found to l>e true. 

(c) The army w-as found perfectl\ c<»-oj)erative and offered every facility 
for test identificati<m. Neither witnes.seN nor (omplainants could identify the 
offenders at the test identification parade. The difficulty of identification 
has l)een the obstacb* to formal prosecution 

The military authorities put the bazar out of bounds to West African 
troo]>s after the . hours of (>-39 ]i.m. This order is still in force. The 
military police have orders to enforce this order strictly. An armed police 
patrol was instituted from 1st January, 1944. 

(c) No further trouble has been reptirted by the District Magistrate and 
no further action on the part of Government is required in view of the 
action taken by tbe military and the local officers. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Rou ble Minister be pleased 
to tell us w'heu the identification parade took place? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I want notice about (he date. 

Mr. SHAHEDALI: Will the Hou’ble Minister be pleastnl to state what 
is the number. of cases reported to the police? 
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iOlifI Bshtcluf MOHAMMED ALIS That has been meutioued and iu 
addition two other incidents were reported that took place on the ’SCith and 
30th of Decejnber, 1943. 

Mfa SHAHEDALIS ill the Hon*ble Minister be pleased to state what 
is the number of cases that were reported to the District Majfistratey 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 want notice. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Is the Hturble Minister aware that 
in spite of the fact tiiat the militarv autlioriti^'si put the bazar out ot bounds 
to est African troops, they disobeyed the orderV 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: They did on one particular occasion 
but after that the military autlioritics took prop(*r steps and since then th(*rc 
has been no report of any fresh occurrence of that kind. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: lu view of the answer that the 
incidents were found to be true ami that no further troubb» has been reported 
and no further action is required, will the Hoirble Minister be pleaMe<l to 
state whether the ann,\ authorities were asked to fiml out tlie culprit for 
themselves ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I have already stated that the army 
authorities were louml perlectlx co-operative and offeree! every facility ainl 
all {lussible helji to tlie jiolue edbeers in comluctmjf the inve.Htijrution but 
in spite of that neitbei tlo* urniv autlw>rities nor the police otbi'ers could 
find out the eulprits 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA : Will the Hon’ble Minister bo 
pleased to tell us whether a scheme for compensation is beiiijLc considered 
b\ tlo* niilitaiv or bv the local authorities*’' 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: liy the local authorities. 

Recall of Bengal Indian Civil 8ervioe Oflloen. 

M14. Rai Bahadur JOCE8H CHANDRA BEN: Will the Hon’hle 
Minister in charfi'e of the Home Department be plea.sed to state — 

(а) tlo* rea.son why the Bengal I.C’.S. officers have been recalled from 

Government of India Service; 

(б) what is the numWr of sneh offieers; and 

(c) where they have been posted, mentioning their names and 
designations ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’bto Khwaja 
Sir Na^iimiddin): tat To strengthen the administration in view of the 
abnormal situation in Bengal and to meet the demands of the newly created 
Civil Supplies Department. 

(6) Twelve. 

(c) A statement is laid on the Table. 
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Mr. AOWAITA KUMAR MAJI: siitJRTMa TO TOt C? Mr. 

Browner (TI Subdirisional Officer ▼?n TOTt^. 

f%f% Bihar c^tTl^ * 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That .|u«‘> ti<»n j<(riotl\ tloes not arise* 
but, as it has been already aiiucninced, some tiflicers have hetMi placeil at the 
disposal of the (rovt'rnment ot Bengal because there is a shortajre of otticera 
in this province and that is \^hv some othcers have been lent to the tiovern- 
ineiit of Bengal and Major Brown is one of them. 


Motor accidents in Calcutta and Howrah between March and dune, 1943. 

M15. Mr. KAMAL KRISHNA ROY; on Will the ilou hie Minister 
in charge ol tlo' Home Dejiartment be pleased to state separately for the 
moutiis of Maith, A[)iil, May and dune, IMb't — 

(i) the total numbei ot moioi accidents in the cities of ('ulcutta and 
Ilowiah ; 

(n) how iijan\ ot tlonn were trom militar\ Ionics and cars; 

(///) the number of the in)uie<l }h*i,soiis mentioning separatidy the minor 
and maj(U' injui les . 

(n> the number ot thr iMstantaneou** death*' tliat occurred from .such 
motor a<*cjden1'‘ during th<‘ jauiml ; 

(rl the total niimlKU ot dt'alh'. tioin such accident.s in the jM»riod; and 

(rt) hcav iiiany ot them wen* admitted to liospitals gi\iiig the names of 
the ho.spitulsy 

{/j) Will the Ilon'hle .Nfinister he pleased to state whether there is any 
Rpee<l limit for military motorcars running in ('ahut ta ? 

(r) If the answer to (h) in the affirmative, will tin* Ilon’hle Mirnster 
lie pleased to state — 

(i) the sjK'ed limit per hour: and 

(n) whether it is being observefi ? 


Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALi (on behalf of tha Hon’hle Khwaja 

Sir Nazimuddin) : (//} A statement is laid on the Table 

(/A and to The maximum sp#*id limii*- ni motor vehitdes liave been pre- 
acrihed in the eighth schedule ap|»ended to the Motof Vehicles Act, IWifK 

a 

Military vehicles are not exem[ited from the oi>eration of this Act, 
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Mayo Hospital 
Campbell Hospital 
C'alcutta Medical 8c}kk)1 
S. N. P. HospiUl 
Howrah General Hospital 
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1 ^.] 

Ufa ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon'ble Miaister be pleased 
to state how many drivers of the military lorries have been punished? 


Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 

Prosecutions. 

There were in — 
Military. 

Conviotions. 

March 

15 

2 

4 

April 

35 

2 

9 

May 

27 

3 

9 

June 

31 

3 

3 


These refer to Calcutta. So far as Howrah is concerned, 24 prosecutions 
were launched, 2 military and convictions nil. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon'Me Minister be pleased 
to state definitely how many driver^ of military lorries alone were prosecuted 
and as a result of that pro.secution, they were punished, without mixing* 
them up with the civil 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I have given extensive details — in 
March 2, April 2, May d and June d in (Vlcuttu. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: I want convictions and not prose- 
cutions. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 want ncdice about that. I have 
given a consolidated list of pro.secutions and c(mviction.M. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’hle Minister be pleased 
to state v\hy the number of pro.se<’utions ba.s been so small in comparison 
with (he number of accidenl-sh 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Uecause the culprits in some cases 
were not detected and in some ( ases they were only accidents and no culpable 
negligence could be held agiiirint (he driMU's. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will (he Hon hie Minister b(* pleased 
to statt* whetlier it is a fact that niilitur\ loir\ dfivers pass ofi violating the 
tiaflic rules ami in .spite ot their good intentions, tln‘ traffie |H)lice fiiul 
theni.selves helpless to prevent them 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That used to be so some time ago 
and complaiiit.s were received by (loveriunent, but (iovernmeni sought the 
<‘o-operati(»n of the military authorities and the mil]tar\ ptjlicr* jind (hen they 
started jiatrolling the danger zones. As a result of that, 2(M) eases were 
detected as tar as the Calcutta area is coricernerl and after the enforcement 
of these restrictions and this vigilance, there has been a lesser number of 
accidents. 

Khan Bahadur ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Is the Hon ble Minister 
aware that these militaiT vehicles possess big and j>eculiar numbers and it 
is difficult for the traffic |K)lire to note down the niiiiihers? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI : In some cases, that was the cause 
of the culprit having escaped. 

Mr. 0EBENORA LAL KHAN; The Hon’ble Minister stated that these 
were about the Calcutta area. What about the mofuasil area where accidents 
are so rampant? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That i$ not covered by this question. 
The particulars asked for were with regard to Calcutta and Howrah. 
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Mr» Pi BANERJI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state how 
many prosecutions were there for exceeding the speed limit of 20 miles per 
hour in the town of Calcutta? 

Kfian Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I want notice. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether Government is aware of the fact that these military lorries 
violate all light restrictions and create a position which makes it dangerous 
for other people to drive cars at night time? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI* I have already stated that the traffic 
police experienced some difficulty in dealing with the military offenders, but 
with the co-operation of the military police and the military authorities it 
has now been possible to reduce these breaches of motor vehicles rules. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that in all cases the military- vehicles exceed the .speed 
limit and run at u speed of more than 20 miles in Calcutta? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I have already explained that it used 
to be in some cases, but the number has now come down because in all 
places where usually military lorrie.s and military vehiole.s ply, there has 
been regular and strict patrolling. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CHOSE: With regard to light restrictions will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to consider the desiraldlity ot issuing a 
notice so that these military lorries stop their lights which are focussed 
from above to create something like dazzled light on the eyes of the people 
who go by cars? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 11 b\ focussing from above the 
honourable member means that the headlights are not screened jm)))erl\ 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: 1 mean the light above on the top. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: You mean spot-light? 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: rvf^ (pointing above 

bU head) r.^ torch light (TRivt (7T I 

(No reply.) 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Sir, I hml the figures of accidents 
from March to June, 1943, but the Parliamentary Secretary has said that 
there has been a recent reduction of accidents. Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what are the figures according to his information of 
accidents after June till today? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 want notice. 

Saourity priionars Mauivi Ashratuddin Ahmad Ghoiidhury and Babu 
Ashutoah Sinha. 

•IIS. Mr. MAQBUL HOSSAIN: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(t) whether Mauivi Ashrafuddin Ahmed Choudhurj*; and 

(ti) Babu Ashutosh Sinlia, b.l., of Comilla, are detained as security 

prisoners ? 
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(i) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'hle Minister 
be pleased to state — 

(0 the name of the jail where they are lodged at present; 

(tt) their weight at the time of their arrest; 

(tit) their present weight; and 

(tr) whether they have been granted any family allowances P 

(r) If the answer to (h){tr) is in the uffinnutive, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the respective amount granted? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on bohalf of the Hon'blo Khwaja 
Sir Nazimuddin): (o) Yes. 

(6) (0 Buxa Special Itesene Jail. 

(tV) Ilabu Ashutosh Sinha — 111 ll)S. 

Maulvi Ashrafuddiri Ahmed ('houdhury -137 lbs. 

{Hi) 113 lbs. 

141 ll)s. 

{iv) and ic) A family allowance of Us. 50 ):)er mensem has been sanc- 
tioned to Kal)ii Ashutosh Sinha for tlie support of his wife and mother. No 
petition with this obje< t has ]»een recei\ed from Maulvi Ashrafuddin Ahmed 
Choudhury. 

Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: m ^ 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: In HM2 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Is the Hon bic Minister aware that 
Babu Asliuto'^h Sinlia bosidrs In.s wife and mother has got a large number 
of child ren ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That I am not aw'are of. 

Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: cn 

CH 'iKw fV r 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: On a point of order. Supple- ^ 
mentary questions according to rules and practice must relate to the questions 
which are already in the printed form. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: What is your point of order? 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: He was making enquiries of dates 
and time.s of prehistoric conditions. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: What is your question, Mr. Chakrabarty? 

Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: ^ Sir, 

^ C’l ^*5t=T 

C^I*1'3 f^F ♦Tl I 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: It is quite in order. 

Mr. A. M. A. ZAMAN: On a point of order, Sir, 

CT fwSif’Tl i question IRJ CTT® f¥ ^ I ' 
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Mr. DfPUTY SPEAKER: That is no point of order. Tes, Khan 
Bahadur. 

Khm Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Babu Ashutosh Sinha applied for 
family allowance and on the Ist May, 1942, a sum of Rs. 25 per month was 
Bunted to him which was subsequently enhanced on the let April, 1943 to 
Rs. 35 per montn and then it was again enhanced on the 18th August, 1943 
lo Ba. 50 per month. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether these increments are due to the iadhir of Babu Narendra 
Narayan Chakrabarty? (Laughter.) 

Khifi Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Mr. Chakrabarty takes a good deal 
of interest in security prisoners. 

Crant of facilities to coffivioted prisoners for filing appeal, by Superintendent, 
Alipore Central Jail. 

•117. Mr. HARIPADA CHATTAPADHYAY: (n) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department Ixi plea.sed to state whether the 
Superintendent of the Alipore Central dail informed the prisoners of that 
jail (specially Division III prisoners who have no iiccess to newsptqiers) 
oonvicUnl hy Special Magistrates appointeil under Ordinance No. II of 1942 
since repealed by the new ordinance that ^hey can prefer an up]M‘al against 
iheir conviction and senlence; if so, when? 

(5) Is it a fact that the Sui)erintendent ascertained from each of the 
prisoners in his jail convicted bv Sj»ecial Magistrates whether he desires to 
file an ai>i)eal against his conviction and sentenc(‘? 

(c) If so, will the llon’ble Ministc*r la* pleased to slate whether any 
airanj^emenls have been made' by the Su])erintendent to cause the appeal 
filed ol those, who expressed their desire to do so? 

{(D If the answers to (a), {h) and (r) are in the negative, will the Ilon’blo 
Minister Im* jdeased to state what ste[>s Oovern merit propose to take in the 
, mmtter having regard to chapter NIV of the Jail Code (Tth hklition) regard- 
ing npjxeals and petitions by jirisoners? 

ie) Is it a fact that the Siqierintendent has disatlt>wed prisoners Sitaram 
Oupta, Nibar Mukberjee, Debi Dutlu, Makban Shani convicted by Sj>ecial 
Magrstnrtes, to tile an appeal against their conviction and sentence? 

if) If so. will the llon’ble Minister 1 h‘ ]>leased to state the reasons for 
disallowing the apianils? 

Kban BahMiur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja 
Sir Nazimuddin): {a) Yes. On the 14th June, 1943. 

(5) and (c) Yes. 

(d) Does not arise. 

(e) and (/) Nibar Mukberjee and Debi Dutta did not prefer any appeal. 
The other two prisoners were given necessary* facilities to file appeals. 

Mr. HARIPADA CHATTOPADHYAY: ?nrm ft 

^ prisoneit?^ ^ Special 

Magistratesm ftW? YCuftsT. ftSTORr ftPCIi prisoneiwn <?et*r 

euppeal VITO BTirft^ Cn TO tTlTO evt^ Wfl TOl Y? f 
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KImui Bahadur MOHAMMED ALIt Sir, Government first issued a. 

memorandum on the 17th June 1943 asking that necessary steps acconlD^ 
to the new Ordinance should be taken to give facilites to security pnsonera^ 
and again on the 25th June, 1943, another circular marked immediate wa* 
issued to all the Superintendents of Jails asking them to give immediat» 
facilities to those security prisoners who were sentenced to death and other 
facilities to the prisoners with the minimum of delay. These were the* esaiai 
words. 

Mr. HARIPADA CHAIPrOPADHYAY: ^ <4^ (?r, <4^ 

tnr c^'siTi ^ I 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, that is not relevant strictly 
speaking. 

Mr. HARIPADA CHATTOPADHYAY: 

C^l definitely ^ Ulf — » 

C^l ^ aj)i)eal W^l — whether that is the fact or 

not — I 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: His question is whether it is a fact that they 
were not allowed facilities, 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: tioveriiment is not aware of it. My 
information i'' tliat all facilitie'^ were given to the j>risonerN. 

Mr. HARIPADA CHATTOPADHYAY: ij? Government 4 f 4? informu- 

tion CT ? nj SufK-rinteiuIent ij^T T 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: You v^ant to know the H(mr(‘e of information f 

Mr. HARIPADA CHATTOPADHYAY: Yes. Kjr. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. (’hattop.idhyay wants to put to you what 
is the .source of \our information that the security iirisoners get every 
facility for appeal. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: (tovernineut *s usual soun’e of infor- 
mation. 

Mr. HARIPADA CHATTOPADHYAY: What is the M»une of informal 

tion ^ T 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Will the llon’hle Minister ba 

pleased to state in view of the questirm as .set forth in (c) and the answer 
given thereto whether it is a fact that the Superintendent disallowwl the 
prisoners Nihar Mukherjee and Debi l>utta from preferring any appeal? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: (Tovernment’s information is that 
Nihar Mukherjee and l)ehi Dutta did not prefer any appeal. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: No, no, the question is not 
that. The question is whether the Superintendent disallowed the priannaw 
Nihar Mukherjee and Debi Dutta from filing an appeal. 

Bahadur MOHAMMED ALIS Government is not aware of it. 


Khan 
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Mr. HARIPADA OHATTOPADHYAY : :(fsr^ f¥, 

Bt? 'JtYl Ytw CYPf nttn mic^, cn ^ appeal CYTsra m 'STfCST appeal 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: If it is provided in the Jail Code, it 
must be so. 

Mr. HARIPADA OHATTOPADHYAY: f%, 

i c*rfl appeal OTl ^ on the ground c? q5tC»nr 

(yM Jjt^l OTl I 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I am not aware of it. 

Mr. HARIPADA OHATTOPADHYAY: jtst T??m ^ ^ 

enquiry ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: The question is whether Government is considering the 
desirability of making an enquiry. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The matter will be looked into. 

Assault by labourar? on officers of Quinine Factory at Mungpoo. 

•IIS. Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Is the lloii’ble Minister in 

chaige of the Forest and Excise Dejiartmcnt aware of the existence of strain- 
ed feelings between the workers and the supervising staff of the Government 
Quinine Factory ac Mungpoo for some months past which led to the assault 
on some superior officers of the place by a section of the workers a few 
months ago? 

(If) If so, will the IlonTde Minister l>e pleased to state— 

(/) whetbei the Government have made a thorough emiuiry into the 
matter; and 

in) what steps, if any, have been taken so far and are proposed to be 
taken by Government to bring the offenders to book and to ensure 
better feeling.‘< and safety of the officers in future as well as 
uninterrupted production ^ 

(r'' Is it a fact that some of the tei'hnical officers of the factory have had 
to be on long leave or had to tender resignation due to GovernmenFs failure 
to ensure safe atmosphere for work for them with dignity and prestige? 

Ul, Is it a fact that the strained feelings have been marked only after 
the reorganisation of the Cinchona cultivation and quinine manufacture 
woik effected in recent years whereby an Indian Officer has K»en placed in a 
superior position? 

MINISTER in charge of the FOREST and EXCISE DEPARTMENT 
(the Hon'hle Mr. Premhari Barma): (a) Yes. The labour employed in the 
Cinchona plantations and factory made a violent demon.stration on the 18th 
May, 1948, in the course of which the Superintendent, Cinchona (Mr. S. C. 
Sen) and the Quinologiat (Dr, M. Sen) were injured. 

(fc) it) Yee. 

(it) The Police in %^e«ii gated the case but submitted final report as suffi- 
cient evidence was not forthcoming as to the identity of the actual aasailants. 
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A police outpost has been opened at Mungpoo for the mainteaanoe pf law 
and order. 

The Deputy Labour Commissioner eiu|uire<l soon after the occurrence 
into the grievances of the lalxmr employed in the Cinchona factory and plan- 
tations. On the recommendation of the Deputy Labour Commissioner 
certain concessions have been given to the lalwurers. There has been no 
interruption in the production of (juiuine. Conditions in the plantations 
and the facton,^ are normal now. 

(r) ^lo; it is not a fac t that the (tovc^rnmeut failed to ensure safe atmos- 
phere at Mung])oo. Hut Dr. M. v'^en, the Quinologisi, who has now resumed 
his duties had been on long leave since the ISth May, DMt’L because of tlie 
severe injuries received by him and Mr. S. Mukberjee, Assistant Quinologist, 
resigned on the 1st November, D143, as the service conditions at Mungpoo 
were not to his liking. 

(c/) No; an Indian Officer lias Ihmmi in charge of the Department since 
1937, The trouble arose only during the last year. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN. AVitb reference to answer (u), will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether Miss Mira Sen, sister of 
Mr. 8. C. Sen, was also assaulted in course of the demonstration P 

The Hon’bie Mr. PREMHARI BARMA: 1 am not aware of that. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the HonTde Minister be pleased to 
state whether it is a fact that Kuropcan members of the staff who disliked 
an Indian officer being placed over them aetuall> fomented the trouble!? 

The Hon'ble Mr. PREMHARI BARMA: ii overnment is not aware of 
that . 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hoirble Minister be pleased to 
state whcie tl»c Kuropcan officers were when fhe alleged violent demonstra- 
tion being carricMl on by the labourers P 

The Hon’bie Mr. PREMHARI BARMA: I do u(»t know exactly. Hither 
just after the occiiiTence or during the occurrence they came there. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Is it a fact that flu* .said violent (leinonstra- 
tion stopped as if by a magic wand as soon as Kuropcan officers arrived on 
the spot P 

The Hon’bie Mr. PREMHARI BARMA: 1 am not aware of that. 

Mtuivt ABU HOSSAIN SARKAR: Will the Ilon’hie Minister be 
plea.sed to state how many European officers are f}n*ri*P 

The Hon’bie Mr. PREMHARI BARMA; f want notice. Perhaps 3 or 4. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA S£N: Will the Hon'hle Minister be pleased to 
state whether the labourers brought to the notice of the Indian Superin- 
tendent their grievances ever in the past? 

ThS Hon’bie Khwtja Sir NAZIMUDOIN: On many occasions. You do 
not know facts. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: I want to know on how many occasiont. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: What is yonr question? 
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Mr. A7UL OHANDRA 8ENs Will the Hon^ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether the labourers brought their grievances to the notice of the 
Superiutendeut who was assaulted ever in the pastP 

The Hoil'bli Mr. PREMHARI BARM A: Yes, they were brought to the 
notice of the Superintendent but I cannot say exactly the time when they 
were done. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN; Any time this year? 

Th« Hon’ble Mr. PREMHARI BARMA: I want notice. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what was Hie nature of those grievances and what were the parti- 
cular grievances that the labourers placed before the Superintendent with 
their specific dates of applications? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PREMHARI BARMA: I want notice. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE; With reference to the reply given by 
the Hon’ble Minister, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether 
the grievances were placed before the Superintendent during his regime or 
before his regime ? 

The Hoit’ble Mr. PREMHARI BARMA: There were grievances placed 
before the Superintendent before and even during niy regime. These 
grievances have been enquired into. 

MlUtvi MOHAMMED ISRAIL: With reference to answer {h) {u), will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what are forms of concessions 
that have been granted to the labourers on the recommendation of the 
Deputy Labour Commissioner. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PREMHARI BARMA: The following eoneessions have 
so far been granted to meet the grievances of labour employed in the 
Cinchona plantations and factory:— 

(1) The workers have been given the dearness and supplementary 

allowances on account of the present emergency as in the case 
of other Government .servants. 

(2) (iloverunient shops have been opened for supply of rations at con- 

cession rates to all workers in the jdantations and the factory. 

(3) Workers in the plantations who have been given no land for culti- 

vation have been compensated by an increase of one anna in their 
daily wages. 

(4) The pasturage fee of annas 2 per cow per month has been 

abolished and free pasturage of one milch cow per adult worker 
has been allowed. 

(5) The maximum range of pay of skilled workers in the plantations 

and the factory, viz., carpenters, blacksmiths and fitters and 
masons has been rai.sed from Rs. 40 to Rs. 50 per mensem as a 
war measure for the period of the war. 

(6) Men in the grinding house at the quinine factory have been allowed 

an extra pay of Re. 1 per month i)er head. 

(7) It has been decided that posts up to the rank of Head Gangmen 

in the plantations should be fille<l up by promotion only. 

(8) The number of holidays on full pay for Dur^a Pujah and Dewali 

in 1948 was increased from 6 days to 8 days. 



QUESTIONS. 


8t 


10it] 

These are the concessions which have been given and certain other 
proposals for meeting the grievances of labour are also under the considera- 
tion of Government now. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQi: On a point of order. Sir. Can a 
Minister make a statement in reply to a supplementary question F 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I do not see that there is any bar to that. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL. Is it a fact that an Indian officer has 
been recently placed both in charge of the Quinine factory as well as of the 
plantation section of it, which formerly was in charge of Mr. Osborne? 

The Hofl’ble Mr. PREMHARI BARMA: Not recently; but in mi, as 

I have already said. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hoirble Minister be pleased to 
state if he is aware that after llt'iT enquiries uere niu<le and the department 
reorganised F 

The Hon’ble Mr. PREMHARI BARMA: \\’hat enquiries — I am not 
aware of any. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Ilon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state if it is a tact that during the last two \ears the relation between the 
Government Quinine Factory and the Forest Ibqnirtment which was iormerly 
controlling' the plantation section was nonodelled and the whole work was 
entrusted t<» the head of the (juinine Factor\ which led to heart-burnings 
and bickerings y 

The Hon’ble Mr. PREMHARI BARMA: Sir. this question does not 
arise, because the Forest Department is umither l)e])arlinent . 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Ih. Sanyal, what was your (juestioiiF 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Is the Hoii’ble Minister aware that 
during recent years the control of the quinine factory lUnl the plantation 
section of cinchona wa.s reorganised and placed under the charge of uu 
Indian Officer? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: That was your first question. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Is the HoiFble Minister aware 

The HOfl’ble KhwiJtSir NAZIMUDDIN: On a point (»f order, Sir. The 
Hoii’ble Minister has already replied to that. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleaded to 
state if he is aware that a nfui-Bengali ami rioii>]iidian element in the Forest 
Department has Wen trung to create a difference between the Bengali 
employees and the hill tribes over there? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PREMHARI BARMA: Tlia) question does not arise. 

Or. HALiNAKSHA SANYAL: Whetlmr the question arises or not is 
not for the Minister to say. Will the HoiFble Minister be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that at Mungpoo there are a number of non-Bengali and 
non-Indian residents? 

The H^hle Mr. PREMHARI BARMAs There must Be many. 



86 


QUESTIONS, 


[ 26 th Fsb., 


Dr. MALiMAKBHA BAMYAL: Will the Eon'hJe Minister he pleased 
to state what is the relation between such of those residents and the Govern- 
naent Quinine factory P 

The HOfl’ble Mr. PREMHARI BARMA: 1 am not aware. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
8ta<e if Government are considering the desirability of making an enquiry 
into the state of affairs at Mungpoo with a view to find out whether there 
is any substance in the apprehensions entertained by the Bengali employees 
there ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PREMHARI BARMA: There is no such apprehension. 

I have already answered that the situation in Mungpoo is normal now. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
atate whether Government are prepared to have an enquiry made into it? 

(No answer.) 

Compensation paid to the workers of faotoriee for oasee of aocidents. 

*119. Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
•charge of the Commerce, Labour and Industries Department be pleased to 
state — 

(a) how many cases of accidents were reporU»d by the employees to the 

Factory Inspector in 1943; 

(b) in how many cases of accidents compensation has been paid in 1943; 

(c) what were the total amounts piaid as comjjensation in 1941, 1942 and 

in 1943; 

(d) how many of these cases referred to in {a) were contested by the 

employers in the Workmen's Com]K*nsution Court ; and 

(c) how many of these cases were dismissed? 

MINI8TER in charge of the COMMERCE, LABOUR and INDU8TRIE8 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon'ble Mr. K. 8hahabuddin) : {a) There were 6 
accidents reported by employees to Inspectors of Factories diiring tlie year 
194d. Accidents are generally reported bv employers. In fact, in 1943, 
l(),dlG acciilents were reported by emplo;, ers at the office of the Chief 
Inspector of Factories, Bengal. 

(b) The total number of cases in which employers deposited compensa- 
tion with the (\)mmissioner for Workmen’s Compensation, Bengal, in 1943, 
was 840. 

(c) Total deposits received by the Commiisioner during the years 1941, 


1042 and 1943, were as follows; — 

Rs. 

1941 

... G, 07, 403 

1942 

... 4,92,128 

1943 

... 5,79,792 


(d) 486 contested claims were instituted before the Commissioner during 
the year 1943. 

(e) Out of the contested cases in respect of accidents referred to in (a) 
97 were dismissed. 
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Opening of euger tMrUustkm omim bp mtlle^ 

M20. Mauivi Md. iSRAlL: Will the IIon’l)l« Minister in charge of 

the Commerce, Labour and Industries Department be pleased to state 
whether — 

' (/) Government ascertained the capacity of the mills in crushing all 
sugarcane of the conloneil urea before putting the cordon thereon, 
in particular the capacity of the Dayamayee Jayantee Sugar Mill 
at Kishoreganj within the period specified in the order; 

(w) the mills were in a position to o|>en centres in all the places notified 
in the order during the current year and season; and 
(it?) whether the Dayamayee .Tayanti Sugar Mill has opened any centres 
at Hossainpur, Pattundia, Hamptir, Atharabari, Nandail Road, 
Jasodharpur and Sachihata tun notified in the (nisrttey 
The Hon’Me Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN: (u) (i) Yes, by consultation 
with the Bengal Sugar Mills Assoedution whi('h represents the principal 
mills in the l*rovince including the Dayamayee Jayantee Sugar Mill. 

(??) Presumed so. 

(ill) No. 

Mauivi MOHAMMED ISRAlL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether the member.s of the Bengal Sugar Mills AHsociation made any 
enquiries about the .sugarcane acreage in the respective areas of these mills 
and also the yield expected therefrom P 

The Hon’ble Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN: G overiiment is unable to say 
whetlou’ the Sugar Mills A.ssociation did tho.se things or not. 

Mauivi MOHAMMED I8RAIL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether fioverniiient have ascertained if the\ made any a(’tuiil enquiry 
about the sugarcane acreage and also the yield exjiected therefrom K 

Th Hoti'ble Mr. K. '8HAHABUDDIN: No, Sir 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'Mc Minister )>e pleased 
to state if be is aware that there ha.^ been a great Imrdslojj ex])ericnced by a 
large number of cultivators in Nadia and Murshidubad districts where an 
attempt was made to cordon the districts for purposes f)f suppiv f>f sugar- 
cane to the Beldangu and Kumnugar sugar mills!*' 

The Hon’ble Mr. K. BHAHABUDDIN: He has joit in so many points in 
bis question. A.s far as the cordon is concerned there were many complaints 
received and since then Government have taken steps tu rectify them. 

Or. NALINAKBHA SANYAL: Will the Hoirble Minister be pleased to 
8tat<» if he is aware that while the (iovernment issued orders to the culti- 
vators not to sell sugarcane or convert it into ^ur for a year, extending up 
to 18 miles from the purchasing centres, the mills did not make any pr<»testj' 
The Hon’ble Mr. K. BHAHABUDDIN: Government is not aware of that. 
Dr. NALINAKBHA BANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if Government had received any representation from anylxxly drawing 
attention to the hardship caused because of the interference by the Govern- 
ment in the matter of sale of sugarcane in the Mursbidabad district? 
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Tfio Hon’bl# Mr. K. SMAHABUODIN: Various complaints were receired 
and they were looked into and steps were taken to redress the grievances. 

Or. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to 
state if the sugar mills in whose interest these were attempted, actually 
purchased any sugarcane available up to the middle of February last? 

Th# Hon’blo Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN: Sir, I submit that Dr Sanyal 
is trying to introduce a controversial matter and the question therefore does 
not arise. 

Or. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, the question is, w’hether Government 
ascertained the capacity of the mills in crushing all sugarcane of the 
cordoned area before putting the cordon thereon, to which the answer is, 
^‘Yes, by consultation with the Bengal Sugar Mills Association”. My jmint 
is that in two definite places relating to the Beldanga Sugar Mills which 
never opened and which did not actually work or crii^h sugarcane and to 
the Ramnagar Sugar Mills which is not 

Mr. OEPUTY SPEAKER: AVhat is your questicm? 

Or. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: My quest ir»n is whether (loverniuent are 
aware that these two mills Avhich where su]>p»)sed to buy uj) the sugarcane 
of the Murshidabad district and })art of Nadia, did not buy an\ sugarcane 
up to the middle of February? 

The Hon'ble Mr. K. SHAHABUDOIN: I have already stated that these 
cordons were put in after consultation with the Bengal Sugar Mills Asso- 
ciation, and as far as the Government is aware \arious complaints were 
received from time to time and they were looked into and redressed. 

Maulvi MUHAMMEO ISRAIL: AVith reference to answer (//Vi, wdll the 
Hon'ble Minister lie pleased to state the reasons lor which the centres in 
the aforesaid jilaces were not opened ? 

The Hon'ble Mr. K. SHAHABUDOIN: 1 want notice. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state if he is aware tliut two members of the Bengal Sugar Mills Associa- 
tion. namely, the Ramnagar Sugar Mills. Ltd., and the Radhakrishna Sugar 
Mills, Ltd., situated in Ramnagar, IMassey and Beldanga, never requested 
Government to put in a cordon? 

The Hon’ble Mr. K. SHAHABUDOIN: I have never admitted that a 
cordon was put against Beldanga, and therefore, I submit, Sir. that question 
does not arise. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Next question. 

Or. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, I was on my legs 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: But after the last reply of the Hon'ble 
Minister 1 called on to the next question. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL :l)n a point of order. Sir. The Hon'ble 
Minister has just now stated that he never said that the cordon was introduced 
near about Beldanga but I have in my possession an original letter from the 
Suhdiviaional Officer, Sadar, which I had actually shown to the Hon'ble 
Minister 
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Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALii Is tbs honourable member in order 
to refer to an official document here ? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, I want your ruliuf^ on the question 
whether the Minister is entitled to misguide the House by a false statement. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, you know very well that it is 
not my business to ascertain whether a statement from an Hon’ hie Minister 
is false or not. The Hon’ble Minister has given his answ’er and 1 think you 
have no right to state at this stage when 1 have passed on to the next question 
that he has made a false vstatement. 

Dr. NALINAKftHA SANYAL: After thi.s reply from the Hon’lde 
Minister I can only say that he has misguided the House by making a false 
statement. 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA CUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased 
to state if it is a fact that the sugar mills often act at their sweet will 
because they deal in sugar? (Laughter.) 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: That qiie.stion does not arise. 

Re<^xcavatiofi of riwor Bidyadhari. 

M21. Mr. HEM CHANDRA NA8KER: «/) Will the Hoirble Minister 
in charge ot the (’omiminicalions and Works (Irrigation) Department l»e 
pleased to state the area aflected with hofsl owing to the silting of the rivers 
Bidyadhari and Piali ? 

(h) Is it a fai t that the jdaii foi re-ext avutifin of a jiart of the liver 
Bidyadhni’i was sanctione<l long ago? 

(f) It ‘'f*. will the llfin’lile Minister Ik* pleased to state (/) how' inmh 
money was ;»llotte<l foi the pui)M>.se, i//) liow much was aetunlly spent, and 
{in) llic icaM>n wh\ th(» full .scheme was not taken up by the (lovernment? 

(J) it a tact that a third (haiinel ^^a'd puilially excavatiMl connecting 
the BidNadhari with I'ttaibhag? 

ic) Is the, Hon’ble Minister aware that — 

(i) only a i>orlion of it has been excavated; and 

(ii) no diainagc was ina<lc of the* watci -logged area? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. Baraila 
Prasanna Pain): (Vn About Kltl .square miles. 

{h) Yes, 

(r) Rs.o.OOO and H8.6(),(HK) were albuteil in HMl-L^ and 1942-43 reH}M*c- 
tively but tbe work could iH>t be taken up f»n accfoint of tlie war. 

(d) A partial scheme toi proviiling a drainage outlet from the Auliapur 
liada has l>een taken up. 

(e) (t) The scheme is still under execution. 

(ii) I am informed that the [wirtion exf^avated before the rains gave 
appreciable drainage relief to the affert^ul urea. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble Minister l>e 
pleased to state, with reference to answer (d), when is this partial scheme 
due to be completed ? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Before the next rains. 
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Rai HAIIENDRA NATH OHAUDHURIi With reference to answer 
(e) (i), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what part of the 
scheme has been executed up to date? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: About half the portion of the scheme 
has been executed. 

Mr. PUSPAdIT BARMA: Will the Hou'ble Minister be pleased to state 
what is the estimated cost of re-excavation of the rivers Bidyadhari and 
Peali? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: The estimated cost for the year 1940 
was Rs. ‘btiO.OoH, 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: With reference to answer (c), will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to tell us what stood in the way in the 
matter of the execution of the scheme the plan of which had already been 
sanctioned Y 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: It was estimated at Rs. d,0d,0o8 but 
it could not be executed on account of hifjher charge.s of labour entailing 
greater expenditure. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Was it due to shortage of lahour 
or was it due to financial difficult ies^ 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: On account of financial difficulties. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: In view of the “Orow More Fooil” 
campaign, does the Oovernnuuit (‘onsidei it desirable to execute the plan 
immediately Y 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Oovernnnuit thought out an entirely 
different scheme costing Us. l,b(),114 for the “Grow More Food" campaign. 

Mr. PUSPAillT BARMA: With reference to answer id), will the Hfui’ble 
Minister be jilea.sed to state when will the partial scheme for jirovuling a 
drainage* outU^t be completed? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: 1 have already answered that question. 

Delimitation of oonstituenoiee of Bankuri Distriot Board. 

M23. 8J. MANINDRA BHU8AN 8INHA: Will the Hon'ble Minister 
in charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government Dejmrtment be 
pleased to state — 

(a) when the local boards in the district of Bankura were abolished; 

(h) when the constituencies will be delimited for the purpose of election 
of members of the Bankura District Board; 

(c) when the next reconstitution of that District Board is due; and 

(d) when the ele>ction for the purpose of such reconstitution is to he 

held? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khan 
Bahadur Mauivi dalaluddin Ahmad): With effect from the 1st June. 

1940, 

(h) The matter is under consideration of the Government and no deffnite 
date can be given. 

(c) In Mar^ next. 
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(d) No definite date can be ^iven now, as the election caiuiot take place 
tin the constituencies of the Board have been delimited and other preliminary 
steps, prescribed by the Eb^ctoiu Rules, have been taken. 

Srijut MANINDRA BHU8AN SINHAs Has the Government received 
any opinions or suggestions from the District Magistrate or the Divisional 
Commissioner in the matter of delimiting the constituencies 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: No 

Srijut MANINDRA BHUSAN SINHA: Is the consideration of the 
Government pending receipt of those suggestions and opinions y 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: The question of settling the 
number of memhers has to be solved first; then the tlelimilution question 
will come. 

Srijut MANINDRA BHUSAN SIJMHA: M\ question is whether the 
Government has received any suggestions or opinions from the Divisional 
Commis>sioner or the District Magistrate on this mattery 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: I have already stated in my 
answer that the que.stion of fixing the numlsT of members of the board has 
to be settled first ami the (iovernment is in correspondence with the local 
officers over that (iiiestion. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the lion'ble Minister he pleased 
to state whether (ir>v(‘rninent did want the opinion of the Distriet Magistrate 
and the Divisional ( oinmissioner y 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Government is in correspomience 
about that matter. 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: In view of the impending dissolution of 
the hoard in March next, will the Hon hle Minister be pleased to state what 
aiTangements ha\e l>een made foi the constitution oj u new Isiurd in duo 
time y 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Government is expediting the 
matter but it cannot be <lefinitcly said whether the election can taki* place in 
due time. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: What will be the pimition then? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: The life of the board will be 
automatically extended. 

Srijut MANINDRA BHUSAN SINHA: Will the Hon’blo Minister 
please tell the reason why the case was taken up at so late an hour and not in 
time so that the reconstitution of the hoard might have been made within 
the statutory period ? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: I cannot ascertain any ntason 
how the honourable member can say that the Government took up the 
matter late. 

Srijut MANINDRA BHUSAN SINHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to ascertain the reasons and tell us ? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: In the opinion of the Govern* 
ment steps were taken in time. 
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iiStfl¥i MDt ISRAIkt Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state on 
what basis the nninber of seats or members is ascertained? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD S It is according to rules. 

Quantity of quinino allotted to Betigai by the Gevemmont of India and Its 

distrilNition. 

*124. Mr. HEM CHANDRA MASKER: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government Department' be 
pleased to state the quantity of quinine allotted to this Province by the 
Government of India? 

(h) Is it a fact that — 

(i) the said quinine was not distributed to different districts until 

recently ; 

(ii) the distribution of quinine in the districts has been left to the 

District Magistrate and the Civil Surgeon ; and 

(m) the Chairman to the District Board, 24-Parganas, has not been 
consulted in the matter of distribution of quinine within the 
district? 

(c) If the answer to ib){iii) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reasons thereof? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khan 
Bahadur Mauivi Jalaluddin Ahmad): (a) Up to date the Government of 
India have allolted to this Province 89,1')() lbs. of quinine, ‘24,800 lbs. of 
I’incliona febrifuge and seven million Atebrin tablets. 

(b) (/) No. 

(li)^ Ai first, it was arranged that the District Magi.strate, in con.sultation 
with the Civil Surgeon and Di.strict Health Officer, should l>e the District 
Kationing authority for (juiuine. As Di.striit Magistrates have many other 
preoccupations, and as circumstances made it necessary- to obviate the delay 
occasioned by consultation it has recently been decided to relieve the District 
Magistrate of this duty and to apjKunt the Civil Surgeon as the District 
llationing Authority. 

(Hi) I have no information. 

(c) Does not arise. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister please 
tell us when the distribution of quinine had begun in the district? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: From the beginning of the last 
year. 

Mr. SURENORA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister please 
state whether it is a fact that the distribution of quinine started after the 
Civil Surgeons were appointed rationing authorities 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: No. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: ^and if so. when the Civil 

Surgeons 
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Wl’< OiPUTY SPEAKER: He hw anawered “No”; how dpaa that 

question arise 

lira 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: My question was perfectly in order. 
I asked when were the Civil Surj^eons 

Ufa DEPUTY SPEAKER; Mr. Biswas, he has said “No”. Therefore iha 
question “if so” does not arise. 

Mfa SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: He did not say so. 

Mra DEPUTY SPEAKER: Yes. he did. 

•if# DHlRENDRA HATH OATTA: Is it a fact that the distribution of 
quinine began towards The end of December HMdJ* 

Khun Sshib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: No, ihstribution of quinine 
begun from June. 

Mfa DHlRENDRA NATH DATTA: Free distribution began in the end 
ol December 11143. 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: No 

B|bu MADHUSUDHAN SARKAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that the distribution of quinine sulphate 
as well as quinine febrifuge or powder requires medical help and as in the 
river districts there is .scarcity of medical offu*er the jiublic were put to 
dithculties to get su])pl\ and ilistribution of (luinmey 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Of course there were some diffi- 
culties at the beginning hut everything now in all right. 

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: With regard to unsw'er (ri), will the 
Hon’hle Munster he pleased to state what was the provincial requirement 
that was placed before the (loverument of India? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: I w’nnt notice about that. 

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Will the Hon’hle Minister he pleased 
to state when this quota w-as allowed to the province — what time— and 
whether in settling this quota the present requirements of the province were 
taken into account? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: I want notice. 

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Will the Hoirhle Minister be pleased 
to state whether, in view of the serious situation in the province wjtb 
respect to malaria epidemic, (iovernment have taken into consideration the 
fact that this quota requires further revision and considerable augmenta- 
tion ? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Yes, the matter is receiving the 
attention of the Government. 

Khan Bahadur dASIMUDDIN AHMED: Is the Government aware that 
there is a lot of discontent in regard to distribution of quinine by the Civil 
Surgeon ae the rationing authority? 

Kfiail iahlb NAMIOUDOIN AHMAD: Yes, there is some compi&ini 
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eitfit of dmrnm$ tllOMraim ami ntlons at oontmflad ratat to Rural RtMio 

Haaitli staff. 

*125. Mr. Md. ABUL FAZL: Oi) Will the Ilon'hle Minister in charge 
of the Public Health and Local Self-Government Department be pleased to 
•tate whether — 

(i) the Rural Public Health staff are Government servants or District 
Boards’ servants; and 

(n) they are allowed usual dearness allowance and rations at controlled 
rates ? 

{h) If the answer to (a)(ii) is in the negative, will the Hon^ble Minister 
be pleuse«l to state the reason thereof? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether emergency cuts 
of pay at the rates of 10 per cent, and 6 per cent, were enforced upon thia 
staff iu 1932-33? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khan 
Bahadur Mauivi Jalaluddin Ahmad): (a) (i) The Rural Public Health staff 
are the servants of the District Board concerned. 

(ii) itesults of inquiry reveal that almost all the District Boards have 
allowed their staff including memWs of Rural Public Health staff to draw 
some dearness allowance. Some of them were also supplied ration (rice or 
atta) at controlled or cheaper rate for some time during 1943. 

(h) Does not arise. 

(c) Yes. 

8). NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state why some employees w’ere allowed dearness allowance and 
others excluded ? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Public Health employees are 
district board servants and almost all the district boards have cho.seu to 
allow dearness allowance to the Public Health servant.s. 

General Discuasion of the Budget 

Mr. QIA8UDDIN AHMED : Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, 

(TTBRi ^ I a T fi t s f hr 

^ 80I8C 3 ^ c<rni 

WW3 mm ^ ^ fV ^ 

MTnr? Prnr 

(?fPrnrr^ 8\b i 

¥T^«r Pr? c*Ni ^ cftIP itm 

^^8 V80 ^Ttc^ c^rtlR CO ^ w^, tftrff 

vf, e c¥lt ww ftser 

's fvo ^ cetf ^ ^ ^ I fipR 

ere wfm tftv ^ ^ \ ^5^ 

4t wrt ^0 ^ \ (?et® trei ^ncwtfe 

TPrm cm^ ^ i wr 
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tjtutrs ^ TOTOFT ^FWItC^fl VSTT 

^ totcw firm^ i fins ^imc^ firan^ wfi 

c? 'Wfi ^5tC6 ^ &fTir ^tfer 'ii^f ’f^ 8 ?l ^ Rf ? ^• 

yu firsT-tfunw^ firfin:^ c^ w^ ^r vs 

anr-’f^ ^ i ww csitf ^ c«(nr ^ fitnrcn^ '3 ^ | 

^5; ^ ^ ^ ?r^ ^5nir5^\6 fiRi ^wf c^*li«f fironji 

>5T5 ^ ^ Sim ^tmn on?m -w fir R® 

^5t51 Ot"W^ ftt>1^ ^FfitT*? I 4S5M^» tP^ 

3^^ ’iit fir r ^stm w^ (?f • «frft (7T^ 

3nTpr« c^ fipf^ ^ i <£i^‘'sftr^ ^tcvr^r w4 *^ t r5 i <4i«i: ?pit<t 

I ficxrm ft^ts Brni 5 TO 1 ^^rfirsr 

I <u^: ^firUOT ^f% 1 fin ?:c^r?r ^ 

^ 'STTfr^ ^itfinrprc^ ^ fircro^ 

vs ^ I ^'3 TOTT'rm’BrcsR c^ fir^fe I * 3 !^ ^ ntttmFt 

c^"TfiR 5C5T ^ Tpn c«fr*m m «rrf%^ w^r T’n ^ 1 

^^njm ^ 3 ^ «fWMt#rQ TFPT (?rt*tfi^ ^ I 3jt*nTf 

^ -5r5«t"^ (?r5tc*^ I Fifii 

cqwrT f^fir ytfrs cn »nrtrf ^1 

5R7rt^fT=i^t '3 ^FTWitrs is'^ ">r5‘'Fpr«fr3 wy® 

1^3^ rfWPT I rW5 ftifi •aR^^ft^T^f 3rfiR3«Tt? S^ftT 

( 7 m 'mi ^ 1 mt-r^ ^rfiR^fpr mi Tjaim 

(71*=^ ’tfisrmi ^r^n c^\r^ ^ 1 r^fictrof m n^nrt^ »i3itm 

(HsSi m ^ f^j m fipf^ m I 

Deputy Speaker ^rW, teftR mart? >1*^# m3 ajrvfj sr?^ 5t^ | 

'jftfi TpO ^;?>on-ob w ''P5<OT‘-ivT m c^ 

mi (71 m (m m m TOT ?fTii c^ mi 

’rr ^'3 artf^^tSR^jjf^ mm fin?i«i mard? ch<i am ai j 

Pr*n f% 5 Tcm anr-am ^ 'atf^a i m afVca am aaartfi ar^btltma mn- 
artaai (?r 3 ai (Tima cm^ firmscaa f^iwwm araan af^ i 
atitar^fi amrara 'srstca rtaan aa mcis atar vm^ i tfT^aTfr iFiraa mar- 
m ^ifiatcaa 'a'^araa fim 'afira i ‘H-am (am aran at^ i ’mar atcartS 
c*^ am aarta Hmimr finKaa (TTf^rafa ataw bii cartIP mi ^^ja; ’’Tamm aaaam 
firstcm ara ^ii c^tR mi am arm • Bn ^aa mi matatacia fiF Smrm 
am? catjp mm ara’cm vaatamc‘m at^a £m 5Tm ^«T3Ta 'aarm 

arm I 

'amm ars atfa am aaatft aata ca*n tot 3 Rr aai mm mm 

aa ata*blS®T a^ fia ’sm araatma am-wfeaa '^rstra ai (mca arro i ^itaa 
ata S^’ff aam m am am caca cm ^sm -a^a^ra't^ atai arm 4 !? a^a amr 
>TOj ata fiw ^aac^ i ca^ cat¥ata attam cairaa fern mta cm 4 a csus aarm 
mtf fiF aro *itca i aMimfi pa aaaam firsirm war 4 ^ ca ^ii mi ara-aamr 
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mn nicf. tto ¥'5¥9N! ’iwTfl ’tr^ ^ '5W* 

roro? w^j | K F J t*if fV mitf i 4? ^ii cftS 6r^ 

•fSf’Fi 'Q ■UCTT* «r^ <nr 7c«r ’Ww C5l® i t*in64 $*Rf ^ 

01 jfOT 555? ^TTfi '3fir Ti?i ft^^srtore 

®»WHr I ’•it’nn c? ^ cfch '^c’w is't c^»rt PafSlw 515^1 fro 

»fH[ I VTO stfmsfr 1CN» w>w <«? '«mn rorc? 1 ftra«^ 5 * 

<?RN «(t3ft0f» (?rrl I ofci? to istt^rs ’rtCT ^ 1 o»-^ 

0tr^ c®Tfr*wi ^ ^ c^Lii ^ i 

<anr ^tro cn orn^f <f'5<c>tc‘fe? ft?ifffp ^tc^, cto^ 'snn «rwnt»ffu:«ftr 

ftji TO03 «rwi 

tw'-’tIm Jn^yW? '*cfTO •ptt »i^ ^rtfflstrro ^ 5 !>« *r¥ ^ TOfw 

▼CTcspT I fePr TO? uc«w fV U'sinr 5i4h '•mi fV ? 'Uiti <3 

iruufros Swti? ros 6 ptc^ i sR*t isns ttoi ^it? 1 

CTO TO<T ho '•it^n 5TO 510 from ?r3C5i S'fTit g 1 %m g’TO tor, 

wfro «n»rT •y^irs '•(ic"»f^ tor uc^ i 

•rf^" ’fltsTO ftfeg TO’npr TOt«fp? TOfos TO, 'sc^ U'«TO >aJ 
PiTO WTOffflUTO 'mtslw^f ^ T?rt <t6l5 ?'3in <aTOiS gtTOR I ’1^' - 

?fip|-99f ®10t? ♦I’f 505 TOTOI TOl^lMTO^ C5 >rlft 505 15t51 'st?^ 

TOTO5 f^OS*' &:*t»i TOtTO »TOCTO I 0*C*R 'flfa fwr '•IT’TO »I®1T<1| 

^IfCT I 

Mr> A8HUT08H MULLICK* Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, •it’ITTO 
'TO'-’tfkro 5tC5rt TOT5t5 t*?: ^ 515- >rft^ 

^5W I <55 ; E*pt; 5 T* — c^^lffcTOn 5(5'>frcs5 “TO'fhi 

•rS'siM '0 *rf^TO5” «r<fTirTO ^rf^fTs* uam toi^*! ' 5TO1 

♦095 5Bn tiTOtrst 5^ »’W% *15 toto 

I <jt5 5 tI TO*»y5 5lOrt ?fTO . 5f5^ TOWtfr! fTOITTO 51^ ’TTO 

's T^ftronr sifN, i5f5r^rs '^m'sft’tcro '5 I >»55C 5 f ®'>t5i5 rroa ^ r c w e fri ftroTOR 
^R^ OR »rTOi 51:5 *1091:51 ^ ^5tsr C5 TO55Tf5 fji!5-5?<TOff 505 *ttC5, 
15t^ '51515 5^55 5|0R*ft5 f5TO 505 ^[^1:505 1 5t\®n TOTO5 C55 *fC55 505 519’ 
5f5^t ’5505 ftn, fHOTO 5C55 «t/fir5 5f5l <«CTO(1t5 !|C3( f?tC5I5 I 5C5f51 SRI- 
55055 5^’5I5 tt5TO TOfTO 5’c^1 <805 f5j sflp* 515 51, iSlt 51:5 51:51 55TOC55 
5l0frt C 5 5 C 51 5 1 Sl^fWt C5f5r5lt TORI5CN SCTOR 5R1 FRI 51 I 5151 5tJ, 5T5I 
5^ •ItC'TO fsTOF ®t(VC5 51i:5f, 15151 C0 ‘TOfTOOT 5515. f55l5tV f55’5 5131, 5’lfp 
51 051C5 41CF 51 I froi 51:51 TOTO5 ®B5155 ¥^*1055 g^TOfTO ff OtSfroflT 51i3t5 
515 C55103 F15 ; TOtsrt 51tsn^5 <*155? <*^ 5l|f^S CTOft51 1515 

5W15 51501 TO5' gore?! 51:51 55TOC55 5l05tf8 — 5*# <*5; C 1 iWl5 f5 f | 5 ; 

C55 ■8TOr*lt?l5 C l5sn5 l5 ft' 5 55r5l»5— fTO51 (jftOTO tT ?1 I 5151 . 51CWt 55f?l 
f%:?1C5 C5 TOlftlSTOr 575-55151 ft'J’IIIS TO OT 155<t51|5* TOf?5 fl^lTO* 
5f5PrN 5155515 5055 551 JlTO I 5f59 C5513I 5505 Pttgfr® Prt l H5 l5 5115 EV 
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^fwrv ?Kj?r nf<ir*r9 6fli 

4^ wpiJ ^ qrm 4^ frorr^ i ^it:^ n?r^TOTr 4^ 

PfTif firt’j ^fl!f f^T:^ PT’y. wrc^ ? ^ nr nro 

^ Pns^ ^ I 'Qcs ^4c ^ n 

Ctf^'fl *fff^ &^*Hc.*<'ff C5&1 Tsff? ?ft*^**^ 

— '®nC5> I ¥TCW^ ^•jltC-Tfl C^'YV? 

'3 I ^1P-f ^^51^3 ^ t g r c^^ Prc^-r »fmw. 

^gtft ’R^, ’ftrr Tnu? ?t ^ u » l c4^ 

5tRi? frorc^ I ^:5n jiwR's n% tjnrRR «p«f 
wfiRTC^ S^T^t TTR ftlR CTfnr ^tr5 I ftRl 4 <TR — “•ftRf 

’Ttft, OT5 ^ gTTfWpft” I (Laughter from all sides.) ^TRf C^lW?^ 

5TfinTR 0^ (RFt<(fR CT f 4^ pF ^TtflflRA 

fe^^inr CTRTJ y^< irt^r »prfR c^ ^5?pmr <^tr^ wrc*T 

^5tc^ ^^8^ ?Rr3 rc^ ; ^r*np%, ?^fs^ ^rrspft ferrtfr fgRW 

^RCR I '^RR TR nr, ^jrr Pt^? ^rsR ^5tr9 

T^ gTR 5n I 

^fKWt^ pF-^n, 4TfR S^feF 1R7 c^ 

tpst? TOR ^ I ^gfmi -ips wsi^*(\ '3 S^^pR cTOffe i ?ffer>F »itT?RrT» 

^pPF ^ ^r'3 4^! ’^ftTORT pTiFC'V^ C^t^R 3 5TWrfl ¥ * ih 'f l 1 t ' *ff 

^fitro ^ TOc^f 4^ ci\^ ^Ti ^ ^ I Trm 5i[l% 

cTOr^ 4^* »TT|f5if JR ^ I Pr; ^*h 

^R-Tr^rPTpjTTOr !ft5lPprt<R toto^ i ^ng'^'N^r*!, ’TO'sftH 

pTst^-sR ITR, ^Tf^ Prsn^^ ^ I TO^fTft PnstC’R 4Tfl — TOFTSt^tTR*^ I “R'tr^ZBRa 
C^T^TW ^TTOfTOR TTWg, ^n?rpRF ^RRjfTOR ^arTpFcTlR p[^^ !j;5J5 

TOTCTR I '4R‘^ Pr^otnt ^rm S<tf%^ TOTCW 1 TOT ^v'^Tl ’RTOR ^TTCl fC frg 
’W 5TP5 TOTCI^ I TTR'^IT^t *f^7tnR OTJlpR S^ RRT 

TOT Pnm^RrPr® o^tTOr 4^ ’wsP^^ «Tcfrc^ tot tot m 

^ TOTRR ’iTM -^rpR ^fn*R ’fR c^f'TroR 'imtfTOT i 4 ^ Pf 
tpFtrU ^Pntirv ^^ftTOfirm (RR<n ttos Ppftot wiv^ ^1 (jR^if 

JtMPtTOR 4TC^25 — TOfTTR^ ’’ftUJ TOR^ ^CTOf I 

\f%nR w c’fc^ TOT ’TpmtPf feR^rtig Prw c¥trf 

wm i ■®tR ^ TOT grro? to ft c ^ f f yc^ r cHT T 4 ^ 1 (Maulvi abdul 

Wahjcd ; ^ If^ Pf f) 4^ ^3 I '4U5 ^#1 TOTOW SwPT^ 

^ 4¥^ ^R I TOtPr^r TOF^<t TOrrfe tor ^ in ^ft; rnrn^, 

4 !jT=5fis toPt* I .4 Pro*? pptf ^T c^ f R i p ntf CTj T PH 1 

44^ •PFTS tfqffpr 4t pRft m|fe» TOf ^tsfl CTOR 4^ C-ft9^tH Wf^ Wm 
^ C¥? •pfRF 4RTO (authofity) tfjfe ♦ tf h PR tfTTPRl TOTf— 

4> PRR TOr^ — »T^^ tH| I J TR frf pTSfC^V WspR 4fRtfOi 
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^,*»n ’ifiROST <4^ "AisvfSwSJC tfir* PtcR^sj, HW# CUd 

«R»rt<l19t‘W iB»t7 'fC’ff: tit* *#TT ’T'ltTCH -ItSWf? f^cbsii 

gftvR<s '«(W'8 *fipre5 tn* 4'ilwRi *trsT5r ’rt’o *tTPPit‘rt tf^R 

c*t3^, — ’W ftPwn ?TO * ’iftn ’ffiro c4Rr^t "W ’imt* i *R 

g*tnt4ff‘t*Win, Pwigir c^sif? ^ f**Rr 

WTra *ftft ’o f* — cv^ 91'ii‘Rt c'rtcy ^ r stf^fm JtJl 

4Ql*tW 9nWC‘fif '1Hl*tl'0 •^kHpcl «1*1 ’tft*i‘H*{l ’TWR 

<?!▼ \9 *T*t 511 ^ HI 5CH 1^1* HTS^ ’fl^tusi C* *tCH ? STTaS *Rf 'S- 

tJHtH HlCTXts 'HtH'O <fl'a ^5*5 513 CH CHjftff HUHTCHH CHCSTS *| 1 J 

Ht^Hl -nAH l C HH *fC^ $51 *51 H«5 515 HI I 

M* t TO l — 55 l * I C°W H555 H^HlH fH'IHlt’ft H5lHTOra H#I sTtHCHU 

“HtHCn ?1HH*1H ?rf5 CHH 5C5 KHO? I 1515 HHH^STs 5*1*315 ?*f^« 

am: chh *h5i 5ni $k5 1 C35^1f3 ?[^ H»t3 5.15* -jcaw^ **1**1*311* 

'4115351^1 *1551, 5lHt<Tl *1551, *3*1* *15 5551*^*5151, *15 *3*1* *5l5 C51C5 
C55C5I r <45 *15^ HIh *fea55l*PI3 *1H **H5 CISti HI *f5 3l5C* *1*53* 
5F5t3 5t5 HI f*? ’Rf'HlHl ^1*5 **t*C*5 *f^ 31535^5 351 5l:*1 C5C*I5 C*t5 
* *r*15 HIH'H* Hit, C*15 *^•^r5 Hft, *345 5l3l*r‘l'5 *15rt" *t5"c*l^*t 
HlH* *r5C55 5lf551 *[51*5 *5T <4 *1*51*51* C*H T 1*:51, *l*5trH5 ’JHT H*C5 
H3*H*t 51*1^15 ’J55n55 *13 5T5 1*? 31 5l5 HI 55, 31 5T* 5l;*l H55HC55 
HJ153: 5fl35t5 *51 $l53 I 1^ 31 5^15 CHl’lt Hi?’ I 5l:*l H5*lr55 *5*1 C5H 
— "(31155 ijl5^1 551 **1513 Htr5 l” (Laughter from all sides.) *t?5 5^5*15 
515*55 ?515 *HT (TllCt? *5(,1*3 51 l53f*S HH I 5pi (TlC* H5*1C55 *l't3H- 

3ll5* (T51C5 *^5J (?5H C*1513H I 

5*1 515*7, 515151*75 *mfft-l535'n 575*1 451 *15* 5157 **t 3 *tr51*CH5 
5*^* C* 5t5 l3C3 5l:*l 05 C5C* 5.^13* *5tl*3 507 **15* *515 HI, 1**1 $* 

^ *5 H*fHl5CH aralHf 5t55 **.^*515 5,t 5fe*-5tH55*H *35 5X5 HI I hJI 

5 51*1 X55 CH 5^51*1 *1^55 ^131 5 ? *15515*1 455 1* *lf'f** ’JHH'JR ?f«tr^ 

•ttC*t5t#l5 **1531515 3X5 ( 9 I 3 5X5 5^* 51*1*5 5715 H.1%* *1133113 uffix* R* 
51X5 51 I *1^ 5l:*1 OX* 5^51X5 H,f^X*5 *lil* *5*15 'Jl*t5 *X5 51, 1*3 3l5 
H5tt 3 l 5*" l ? 5513X5 *5*5. *<1*5 tj^* ’8X51*7 57*55** HX*15I5 l^TTHlH— 4**1 
*<1*15 *515 $*15 51? I 4X55 (?*$? 5^'^’*! t|l3X5ll*3l5 4*5*1 ’11X55 5* 5l*XH5 
<5X5 C55 55 1 *1X57? $51X* HHIX* 1W H5X3 5XH I5*"i5 *l5*5*5I 5fHt 

igly yH I* *51 *fff5* *n:5l5R I *(l *5151X3 *37151X55 5131 51* *1X5 5l3 I *55, 
?ff3315lH 5jr 551*X55 51X*t *1X57 «l5*'i5 *15*5*51 *1X57 $X*1^ 5|5X*5 

*?71X5 *?751h 3 5X5X3 I ^15 $^ 5 CH**ll5 4? *5X51H3 *1* *7 51<^5 **5l5 
HX*I 315*13* (*X* 5X5 55 (Rf5* 5*'5tl5 CH1X3 51^3 ftl**HX*5 57l5 5<1 
H*1*5 (*5 (311* f5*'X5 fHV^Htt 575*1 HI C*1X5 5137 $*H*' fH5l5X*5 ^51 XpHH 
C*C5X?H I *tH*'iH trHl^l 5,1%* 1%313X55 *1515. <55 ^ I 5f1 59MX55 5f5 
$51 y li^* l l55 Hl37*1X55 ?53l 5tX*, 3l’5XH 1^ CHH 4? fiHlllX* C*l*ilHl H) 
*t5HI 
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tittrPpr NW»-<itn5i^ c^'t’fs: o»rt» 

'flwii.n — 4^ T^:sj->K«rt3 SRI <rr?t i »iN*t 'snt Trt'stftsr A’rti 

liWtl (NlSjUt fe? '^TSJT ^ fTOS ’lUI 1 ^5tTO 'Stt f%CT 

sTfRrai f%f5 5? srS. firs cn <5i-<<nn tto "tpnr wr*si *ti t 

csft CTOJ sFcsi tr” tsw tfjf%r5 ▼nrv ■Pst’ft stN^ finsr® 

»tfiistfir5 ’Us's-trnCTi '!R?rw ^tif^^fiiMRs ijn im 'sw^'fi 

fi^CS *tK?, firs TtTI C'^'R 3"^ SSR rtliR 5TO *ttR 5H I S?MCft 

sifws ■a srs =mT^ w^srt'R si'll isssi 'S'Sts irsi %t ; 

s# 4lC*f TfSR IJTC®? ^ r?T f%f5TP3 

^®rf53T^Tt^ (yfK.^ — ?f^f% 

^ C5^ grs(T T5Tt5^ ’3rt''ftf%fir5* !! Wl'ICTR 

‘3rc*7Tr-rr ^'Q ^ i 

?fT?Tt9"=p?rrc<f ^firf ifST^t. i ^ 

’RTrtr^ <frt^ its'31 o^ ^• 

Tr^Prftwr^ ‘^T^5T-3R*ptf% ^‘tr ^cro, 

^«rfHTO] T!(T>rT cn^tTc*’ c'^tr^rtft ^nrw 

OR ?7Tf fl(t^ {nt^-^fr^n-^^i -^ttfrczctR t — bWc;<ci Swfro-fti 

< « 

(ytzi^ !! 

Tft^vffjnfT Srt^ ^<' 5 ^ ■^fVOT W?^‘'t^ TO! ^'9^^311 -’Sprt 

3Tr^7 *71^ I 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr Mullik, how lonj? will you coutinut*.? 

Mr. A8HUT08H MALLIK ; I have almost finished, Sir, nTSTC^f 

7113 ^ frrRrs tt^ i c^H^Ri ’I'STftFu 

^tt^r:^ ^1 (A member ; (TfR fV tpTt^ ^ ?) 

^ TIT OT^RR orrytft ns; ttv c^tm f^ 

T?r5 01 *»T?p‘'t sTtst^ '5T7:-^fT nz 

-*t3jtC7 (laughter) tstsu : TT3R-isRi?onr TR' C^'YC*! I^TTw 

^rrijnr ^ $*fTWOTi (7r>oTMT ftf^or f^! 

Mr* C. GRIFFITHS: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, it i« the irony of fate 
that it should fall to the lot of the Hon’ble Mr. Tulni ( handra Ooswami 
who was once a Congressman to present the lfl44-4o budget ghow*ing the 
staggering deficit of 11 crores and 2b lakhs and to inform the House that 
Bengal is bent double with woe and agony. He should be complimented 
for the courageous stand he has taken and the manner in which he placed 
facts before the House detailing the afflictions of 1^43 and it is to the credit 
of the Opposition and Dr. Sanyal for patiently and attentively listening to 
him. J’or once the House seemed impressed, perhaps due to the seriousness 
of the situation brought about by majority rule by which means the 
OongressL demandod the withdrawal of British rule at the Centre and forced 
the Muslim League to fight for the Pakisthan scheme and in consequence 
to have a League Ministry in Bengal. 
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Sir, ibe Finance Minister gnre us estimates of 2 years* working ta skow 
tkat there is still hope of better days ahead if he could get the support and 
co-operation of the Legislature and the public. The figures given were as 
follows: revenue 21 crores 34 lakhs and expenditure 32 crores 54 lakhs and 
again revenue 21 crores 97 lakhs and expenditure 30 crores 43 lakhs, leav- 
ing a deficit of 11 crores 20 lakhs this year and 8 crores 46 lakhs next year. 
Later he informed us that the deficits would be reduced each year by 1 crore 
10 lakhs by receiving our quota of 20 per cent, from the income-tax pool 
at the Centre. 

Sir, it is useless at present to criticise the expenditure under the various 
heads; that can be done later when dealing with the grants. We are told 
that the bulk of our money was spent due to the war, on civil defence, 
famine and the “Grow More Food” campaign. Then the deficit becomes 
a liability of the Centre. If we feel that there was no justification, that 
the money was mis-spent, then the next question arrses who is responsible, 
the Legislature wdth its Ministers or the Governor with his I.C.S. officers? 

Sir, the ravages of war, floods, famine and pestilence can be got over 
but not the evils of communal strife and disunity for a house divided against 
itself must fall. Majority rule in India has been the cause of all our 
trouble. It is the worst form of aggressnm as it blots out the minorities. 
We have had practical lessons given us. How each party resorts to might 
and not right when placed in power, simply because the leader has to provide 
for his supporters. Today in Bengal, the Muslim licague with the Scheduled 
Castes are displacing the Caste Hindus, the non-liCague Muslims and the 
Christians. Therefore, instead of construction, we find obstruction and 
destruction everywhere and the country being brought to ruin. Has the 
Governor no power to intervene and save the country from going from bud 
to worse? 

Sir. Ibuigal is still very rich with Nature’s bounties ami. what is more, 
Bengal has the “teeming millions" who are satisfied to live on their 
meagre fare, oflering the businessman glorious cluinces to industrialise the 
Country and to increase (»ur agricultural products. All we want is a 
compromise, a settlement among the three nation>, the Hindus, the Muslima 
and the British to work with a view to bring prosperity to Bengal, India 
ami the British Commonwealth. And thi.s can onl.\ be done by u non- | 
communal leader, first selected by the House and then supported by the i 
Governor to form n (’abinet with representatives from all parties. The 1 
Opposition Leader also should form a (abinet on the same lines w'ith .salaries 
being known us the Governor’s Opposition Party. There is to he no 
communal group. The House is to w’ork as one nation. We must be clear 
on this plaint. There must be no misunderstanding that this is the Bengal 
liOgislative Assembly, and that everyone is a Bengali for the occaaion. We 
do not want any ambiguity in the matter. We all know that the letter 
“V” means Victory, but ns the Roman V it stands for 5th column and one 
never knows what is really meant by the symbol “V”. (Cheers.) 

Sir, the war has forced the country to expand certain industries and 
with what excellent results. Our trade in cement, coal, cotton piecegomU, 
engineering works, jute, leather goods, matches, paper, pig iron,., tobacco, 
augnr, sulphuric acid, steel ingots and tea have all shown a tremendous 
increase. Yet we find that the total war orders placed in India up to ike 
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end of 1941 amounted to only 3(K) crores of rupees against 11,000 crorea 
of rupees placed in Canada — over 36 times as much as ours and why P 
Because India imported everything from abroad from pins, screws and naila 
to eiigines, motor car^s and aeroplanes. What has made Iapan> Russia^ 
Germany and the U.S.A. such great nations P Nothing but industries* 
Today we unite to fight our enemies. After the war we must unite to 
industrialise India. A prosperous India will mean a stronger British 
Commonwealth. Our slogan should be "Industrialise India and build the 
British (Commonwealth”, (('ries of "hear” “hear .) Take our sugar 
industry — it is the largest in the world, it is 14 times as much as it waa 
in 1922-23, but due to the control muddle, we in Calcutta are allowed 
1 seer per head per month although this year s estinmte is more than Iasi 
year’s 1, 2(K). ()()() tons against 1,(I70.(KK) tons. This mutter needs immediate 
attention. 

Now, dealing with jute, it is a fact that our money cixip in 1940 wi« 
the largest sown, the area being 43A lakhs of acres and the outturn 1251 
lakhs of bales. But last year’s crop was disappointing— ^13^ lakhs of acre# 
only yielded 905 lakhs <d bales and as lakhs of bales were consumetT 
the year before, it will be seen how necessary it is not to reduce our jut# 
crop, the industry on which the prosperity ot Bengal depends. Further^ 
America is purchasing largi* (juantities of raw jute as a substitute ot manilA 
hemp to manufacture r(»])es and cordage. We cannot afford to lose thiA 
market. Therefore, in allotting only 27 lakhs of acres in Bengal — about 
3 luklis less than last year— we might get 81 lakhs of bales and adding 
10 lakhs from the udjcuning province we ma> jii.st get our requireuienti* 
The Minister in charge of Indii.stries should be congratulated f«)r assuring 
the (‘ult ivjit<»rs that if tlieir jute is unsold, the Ibivernmenl will take it ovce 
at Ms. 9 per niaund, thus protecting the trade and preventing the jirovino# 
from getting into further difficulties as everything depends on (»ur jut# 
crop, the golden fibre of Bengal. 

Cur food crop, rue, for 1943-44 was a bumper one. This is no reason 
why w'e should pay bumper prices in (’alcuttu. ( liaughter . ) The crop* 
was anything from l(K) to 110 lakhs of t(»ns, all credit to the (iniw Mort> 
Food” campaign. Yet prices in Calcutta stand as high as as. 6-6 i)er aeer 
or Rs. 16-4 ])er maund — over three times more than pre-war rates, th# 
highest ever paid, outside famine c»»nditions. Our p»>|mlati(»n can b# 
reckoned at 3 crores, the increase by evacuees and soldiers being discounted 
by those who died by the thousand of starvation last year. At 9 chhaiackA 

per head per day our requirements should not excei'd 84 lakhs of ton*. 

Rationing in the Calcutta area allows one only 2^ seers of rice per week^ 
the balance H seers being made up of wheat products; S4). this should make 
a further reduction and show a surplus. Therefore, every explanation ia 
necessary for the high prices ruling in f alcutta. ( ompare the prices in 
Madras, (ochin, Travancore and Mysore, provinces that used to get rice 
from Bengal. I understand that prices there do not exceed Rs. 9 per 
maund. - Surely, rationing was not intr<»duced to make provision for the 
baying agents. Government does not buy petrol or any other c^mimodity 
to ration it. Again why was not a minimum price fixwl for paddy, 

at 50 per cent, more than pre-war rateaf* The (iovemment set bruins A»d 

money on one side la^ainsi ignorance and poverty on the other and tbg 
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result has been scandalous. We in Calcutta have to pay Rs. 16-4 per 
xnaund for our rice while the cultivator unprotected with an average income 
of Rb. 5-8 per mensem to get the worst of the deal. The question arises 
who has made all the money. (Cries of “Hear, hear^*.) It becomes 
abundantly clear that rationing was not introduced in Calcutta to keep 
down prices, but to maintain prices as near as possible with last year’s 
level so that the famine hoarders could average their prices with this year\s 
early purchases at favourable rates and sell out at a profit. Otherwise it 
is clear that those hoarders would have been ruined. Therefore to protect 
them it was found necessary that the usual flow into the regular markets 
was stopped, new shops sprang up overnight, the order of things were 
changed and to add to confusion worse confounded a most expensive 
machinery was set up that makes for bribery and corruption with black 
markets everywhere, the middle class people being served with the worst 
quality of rice, having to resort to the black market if they wished to live 
as they were accustomed to. Then when Bengal is bent double with woe 
and agony through majority rule we are presented with two fresh taxation 
"fiills, the Agricultural Tax and 100 per cent, increase in the Sales Tax to 
wipe out our budget deficits. We have seen how the European merchant 
princes of Clive Street, owners of Tea Gardens in Darjeeling. Chittagong, 
the Terai and the Dooars with the zemindary laud at Nadia, Rajshahi, 
Malda, Murshidabad, Midnapore and Manbhum objected to be taxed when 
it affected their interest, and walked across to the Opposition to support 
the Indian zemindars. Therefore how much more should the middle class 
working people object to the doubling of the Sales Tax, when salaries in 
most cases are stationary and prices all round are inflated due to our staple 
crop being handed over to certain buying agents. Why not tax them Re. 1 
per maund (Cries of **Hear, hear” from the Opposition benches) ; they were 
given ample scope to get the better of the cultivator. The crop is about 
30 crores of maunds. Half of this sum will wipe out our budget deficit and 
•traighten up Bengal and cure her of this woe and agony. The question 
really arises who has made all the profit between producer and consumer. 
It is futile to close the stable door after the horse has bolted. (I^aughter.) 
It is time the Governor stepped in under section Dd and worked the province 
with his I.C.S. officials. The Cabinet Ministers could act as an Advisory 
Board and the Advisory Board should be a representative one of all parties. 
After all, who is responsible for the mal-atlministrution of Bengal, the 
Governor or the Legislature!^ Surely, the Governor. (Applause.) 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for 15 minutes.) 

(After adjournment.) 

Mr. J. R. WALKER: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, my friend, 
lir. Gladding, in his speei'h last night gave the general views of this party 
regarding the Budget. In the coimse of that speech he said that certain 
taxes had been diverted from their proper uses and it is on this particular 
point that 1 would like to say a few words. 

In the Bengal Raw Jute Taxation Act, 1941, it is stated in the Preamble 
that the tax is “for the purpose of carrying out measures for the stabilisation 
of jute prices and for furthering the interests of the growers of jute in the 
proTtBoe and for the jute industry generally.” In the Statement of Objects 
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and Reasons to the Bill it is stated “in order to finance the carrying out 
of measures for the stabilisation of jute prices, the improvement of market- 
ing and generally to further the interests of the jute growers of the province, 
and of the industry as a whole, considerable sums of nn>ney are required 
which cannot be found out of ordinary revenues. The object of this Bill 
is to provide funds for these purpose — and it is intended to earmark the 
proceeds of this tax for such expenditure”. 

In this Assembly, the then Government gave even more definite assur- 
ances about the tax. The Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy in his reference to the 
Statement of Objects and Reasons pointed out in this House that it had 
been clearly indicated that the proceeds of the tax would be definitely 
earmarked for expenditure in connection with various schemes that have 
been or nvay later be undertaken to implement the Governnieiii s declared 
policy in relation to jute. He went on to specify 4 general heads of policy, 
viz., (1) stabilisation of jute prices at reasonable economic levels, 
(2) improvement of the conditions under which and the methods by which 
jute is marketed, (3) improvement of the economic condition of the jute 
growers in general, and (4 > improvement of coinlitions within the industry 
for the general welfare of all sections thereof, trom the grower to the 
manufacturer. He went on to state that while it was not possible to foresee 
what measures may or may not be found necessary he co\ild say that the 
proceeds of this tax wpuld be specifically earmarked for the carrying out 
of measures falling within the four big categoricM I have given. In another 
place the Hon’hle Minister w'ent even further by assuring the House that 
the money will be set apart for the benefit of the jute growler, and if in any 
year there i.s any surplus it will not merge into the general revenues of tha 
province but it will be set aside as a sort of reserve fund in order to spend 
it for the benefit of the jute growers. At the time the tax was brought 
into force Government wu.s .spending Rs. 30 lakhs on j\ite regulation and 
the tax was primarily intended to pay for this. Government are not now 
spending more than Hs. 12 lakhs so far as 1 can ascertain on JuU* Regula- 
tion and there should, therefore, be a surplus to be paid into the reserve 
fund for jute schemes. In 1942-43 which is the only year for which we 
have actuals, receipts from the tax were Rs. 32 lakhs and the expenditure 
on Jute Regulation appears to have been in the region of Rs. 8 lakhs. 
There should have been, therefore, a surplus of approximately Us. 24 lakhs 
in that year which should have been placed into n reserve fund for jute 
schemes. I would like b) know from the Finance Minister if this reserve 
fund has been created, and if not, why not. We are oppose<l to earmarking 
of taxes in general but this was a special tax for a special purpose ami I 
feel that the House should be told freely and frankly the reasons why the 
objects of the Raw Jute Taxation Act, 1941. have been ignored in the way 
they appear to have been. 

Mr. DHIRENORA MATH 8EM:^ Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, it is not in 
any spirit of rank criticism that I rise to speak this afternoon on the Budget 
estimates as presented by niy Hon*ble friend the Finance Minister. The 
enormity of the deficit which his estimates have disclosed is but a reflection 
of the extraordinary period through which we have been imssing particularly 
aince last year. The revised estimates for the current year fwit the 
expenditure at more than Rs, 32 crores but despite the best efforts of the 



106 


GEJTERAL DISCUSSION ON BUDGET. [26th Fai., 


Government it ba« not been possible to raise tbe revenue to more than 
Bs. 22 44 crores, if we take into account the additional Rs. 1*10 crores which 
the Finance Minister expects to get from the divisible pool of Central 
income-tax. As for the next year while expenditure has been placed at 
Rs. 30 44 crores, receipts are not expected to exceed Rs. 23 crores and we 
are now facing a deficit of Rs. 736 crores next year as against Rs. 10*90 
crores this year. The deficit for the next year is of course liable to further 
reduction because of the amount which the Finance Minister expects to get 
from the increased return of the Sales Tax and the Agricultural Income- 
tax. We have however not yet been given any idea as to the probable 
yield from the additional sources of taxation. In any case, it has to be 
admitted even by the worst critics of Bengal that despite the deplorable 
economic conditions through which we are now passing, we have so far 
stood loyally by the Government and enabled them to raise the total revenue 
from Rs. 15 crores to more than Rs. 23 crores in the course of four years. 
Or, in other words, we are now paying more than Rs. 8 crores in the shape 
of additional taxes and revenues. The Finance Mini.ster has warned us 
that he may yet be called upon to make further demands on the tax-payers 
before the year is out. But I would point out that with all the taxes that 
have so fur been imposed, there can hardly he any scope for further taxation. 

The great hulk of the people of the province has been made the poorer 
by the torrihle catastrophe of 1943 and even the conditions of traders and 
merchants of this province are not so enviable as they are in other 
provinces. 

I would, on the other hand, suggest that the Government of Bengal 
have got a very good case to approach the ('entral Government for assistance 
in our hours of trial. We have always been called upon by tlfe Central 
Government that we must qualify ourselves for assistance from the (entre 
by making every effort to meet our expenses but now that w’e have been 
raising more than 8 or 9 cr(»res revenue over our normal post-Autonomy 
budgets, I hope the (Vntre.will not look askance at our demands for 
financial assistance. Unfortunately, however, the efforts of the Ministers 
to get as much as jxis.sible from the Centre have not m» far been crowned 
with all the success that they deserved and we are still being asked to work 
out our own salvation. I am aware that even the Centre i.s not w'ithoiit 
its worries and if Press reports are to be believed there is likely to be huge 
defii'its in the Central budget this year, much more than what was estimated 
at this time last year. But I wtmld at the same time stress that Bengal 
being in the War Zone must also be the direct concern of the (fovernment 
of India and the measures taken by the Government to relieve tbe ec(»noniic 
distress of the people resulting from the famine may properly l>e regarded 
as part of the War efforts for which constitutionally the Central ftovern- 
meut is responsible. Besides, the famine was also the direct result of the 
War and there can be no justification for the Centre to repudiate its liability 
to meet the extraordinary exi*enses incurred by the Government of Bengal 
in undertaking relief measures. 1 have noted from a Press report that in 
anawer to a question in the Council of State the spokesman of the Govern- 
ment of India recently mentioned that the total expenditure charged finally 
to Indian revenue during the five years 1939-46 to 1943-44 on Defence and 
Supply eerricee has amounted to about Rs. 806 crores. Tbe amount of 
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esthkiated deficit in Bengal in the two j^ear« 194^^-45 which comes to a little 
over Rs. 18 crores is nothing compared to this huge amount already charged 
to the Central Government and I earnestly implore that the Government of 
Bengal will be able to impress upon the ( entrul Government the need for 
a more liberal approach to the problem. 1 also take liis opportunity of 
appealing to my friends of the European group to join in this demand for 
a larger subvention from the Centre. The European group holds a great 
influence both with the Centre as well as with His Majesty’s (Jovernment 
in England. So if they also join with us. in this demand it will he very 
difficult for the Centre to resist this united demand. Like the children of 
the soil they also w’ould not like to see the province collapse while the war 
in the East is being curried on from Bengal as the main base of operation. 

I hope my appeal to them w'ill not go in vain. 

There Is another aspect of the problem to which I would like to refer 
before I take my seat. I have already referretl that the increase in the 
Revenue expenditure during the last four years has been almost staggering, 
from Rs. L) crores to Ks. dt) crores or, on the other hand, a cent per cent, 
increase. I quite appreciate that the circumstances through w^hich we ore 
now passing call f<»r extraordinary expemliture hut a cent iK^r cent. increai»e 
in the expenditure over a period of four years i.s in itself a very serious 
matter calling for a very careful .scrutiny over every item of expenditure. 
It may he pertinent to enquire whether these dehcits could have been brought 
down to lower levels by a policy of judicious expenditure designed t4> 
produce the maximum effect. We have grave doubts as to whether all 
extraordinary expenditures of the Government have hi‘en incurred with an 
eye to such an object. Allegations are not lacking that of the total 
expenditure incurred for civil (h*fenc*e, famine reliet and Grow More lood 
campaign, the major portion is being swalloweil uj) in paying fat salaries 
and emoluments to Government otticers, with the consequence that the 
people of the Province are not having the maximum benefit out of these 
expenditures. I am not sure how far these allegations are tH)iTect but 1 
hope that the Finance Minister will give us an assurance that avoidable 
expenses are not being incurred. 

But even apart from the cases of extravagance I have to point out that 
the policy which the Government have been following in the matter of 
procurement and distribution of rice is bound to lead to unnecessary 
expenditure. It is unfortunate that they have persistently refused to 
utilise the normal channels of tra«le to the utmost and have also 
unceremoniously' rejecte*! the various suggestions, which, w*e, on behalf of 
the commercial communities often made to them. I am quite sure that 
if the Government had acted on our advice they could have avoided much 
of the expenses which they have incurred during the current year and 
expect to incur in the next year. 

Sir, I close with a very brief reference to the very noble sentiment 
expressed by my friend the Finance Minister towanls the end of his speech. 
He has very rightly laid an emphasis on the nation-building activities of 
the Government hut I regret very' much to note a disparity between his action 
and profession. The Budget speech he has presented is a cl<#se indication 
of the Gwmment to stay all the nation-building schemes, and ail the taxes 
he and his predecessor had imposed and all that he threatens to impose in 
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tlie near future lose all their justification for the betterment of the economic 
and social condition of the people. Now in the absence of any? scheme 
formulated by the Government I only wish that his admirable peroration 
formed the entire background of his entire budget in which case people 
would have some satisfaction that the sacrifices made by them in the form 
of increased taxation were really worth while. 

Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: Sir, the Budget for the year 194445 
has been laid on the table which the Hon’ble the Finance Minister has 
presented us with a speech. I shall only refer to some of the items and some 
of the figures that are included in the Budget and in the Budget speech of 
the Hon’ble the Finance Minister. 

The Hon’ble the Finance Minister says that about one-half of the 
expenditure is due to three items, namely, the Extraordinary charges in 
India, Famine and Agriculture. On page 2 of his speech there is a line, 
namely, “This provision”, that is, provision for extraordinary charges, “is 
not expected to cover the further losses with which w'e shall undoubtedly 
be faced one day — shortages, damaged stocks and unsaleable stocks”. If I 
am right in reading these lines, the losses on account of these three items 
have not been duly foreseen in the Budget. Then the conclusion is that 
the deficit that the Hon’ble the Finance Minister shows in the Budget 
estimate will be much more than that. In this connection 1 would like to 
draw the attention of the Hon'ble the Finance Minister and of the Govern- 
ment of the day to one circumstance. There is a rumour afloat that during 
the last aiu season Government purcha.sed huge stocks and they stacked 
these stocks of paddy on station platforms. As they did not make proper 
arrangements for carrying those stocks to proper places those huge stocks 
of paddy have been wasted by being allowed to rot on the station platforms. 
If that be the fact then (ertainly Government cannot have any excuse for 
further losses under the liead — damaged stocks and unsaleable stocks. I 
would request the Government to see that if such things occurred in the 
past they do not occur in future. 

Another fact is that, due to want of proper care and arrangement, 
large stocks of rice have been wasted last year. While people were dying 
out of hunger, being stricken with famine, Government withheld that rice 
and wasted it incurring further losses to the revenue of the province. 
These things are very unsatisfactory. 

Coming to the head “Famine” I have only one observation to make on 
it. It IS a grievance amongst the Scheduled Castes that the committees 
that have been formed b\ the Government for distribution of relief did not 
include representatives of the Scheduled Castes. As a result of that the 
Scheduled Castes got only third consideration in the matter of relief distri- 
bution. Many communities amongst the Scheduled Castes, specially the 
fishermen community have died in families of thousands and in seriously 
affected areas the 3 * have been wiped out from the face of the earth. I 
would request the Government of the day to see that in the matter of 
diatribution of relief the Hcheduletl Castes' cause be not neglected in this 
way. 

As regards budgeted expenditure on agriculture I have got one comment 
to make. We are all along complaining that the budgeted sum under this 
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head ia quite inadequate. Whatever sum ia budgeted is spent up by the 
department in salaries, in superintendence and maintenance and oihar 
things and very little is left with which to improve agriculture in general. 
Our point is that while 80 per cent, of the people of Bengal are agriculturists 
and they furnish the wealth of this province they should not be neglected 
in this way. The Hou’ble the Finance Minister is going to get passed by 
this House another legislation, namely. Agricultural lncoine>tax Bill. W© 
would have been quite glad to support this taxation measure had the money 
realised out of this taxation mea.sure been earmarked, or at least oO per 
cent, of it had been earmarked for the improvement of agriculture. If 
the existing budgeted figure could have been swelled up by the new revenue 
out of the Agricultural Income-tax, then the Agriculture Department would 
have got some scope to help the agriculturists in the matter of cultivation. 

Next I come to the Scheduled Castes Education Fund. From the very 
beginning the demand of the Scheduled Faste members in this House and 
outside had been that five lakhs of rupees should be provided as a recurring 
grant under the head of “Scheduled C'astes Education”. We are convinced 
that unless the Scheduled C’astes cun better their lot in the matter of 
education their amelioration cannot be efl:\*ctpd. This year we find that 
five lakhs have been provided for but when we go through th(‘ items that 
have been given in the lied Book we hud that this is not a recurring grant 
at all. In the past also we had got lump grant of five lakhs and our bitter 
experience is that this five lakhs was not spent in one year but it was going 
to be spent in many years The same stor> is going to be repeated also 
this year. Out of the five lakh^ provided in the budget the lied BiKik show* 
that about 3 lakhs thousand have been provided f(»r construction of 
hostels, schools, etc. I am definite that a.s there is difficulty ahout muteriala 
for the purpose of construction work this sum wdll not he spent in the 
coming jear. Last year we had another bitter experience and we deplore 
that the present Ministry, although they promised give* with this five 
lakhs all facilities to the Scheduled Caste.s in the mutter of education, went 
the other way. Formerly, deserving boys reading in class VII to class X 
were given stipends and a sum was provided for that purpose. Due to tn 
circular from the Education Departfflent this year only lo per cent, of the 
number of boys reading in from class VII to class X were awarded 
stipends, and I think from most of the divisions M) per cent, of the money 
had been refunded. These things are most unsatisfactory. 

Under the Capital head 8>A I shall mention only one item, namely, 
salt. Due to the negligence or rather mismanagement on the part of the 
Civil Supplies Department the present condition i** that in the rural area 
salt has almost vanished. In the black market salt is selling at a price 
ranging from Re. 1 to Rs. 2 or more, per se^r. It is only a favoured few 
who can purchase at such a high price and the ordinary jieople, the poorer 
section are going wnthout .salt for week?* together. Their vitality ia 
deteriorating and they are becoming so much disgU-sted that the;y are 
accusing not only the Bengal Government hut also the British Government. 
Their complaint is that salt is such a necessary of life 


KJiafl Sllmilir MOHAMliEO ALIS Sir, is there quorum in the House f 
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(After counting it wat* found that there was no quorum. The bell rang 
and there was no quorum still.) 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Barman, there is no quorum. You 
better continue tomorrow. 

The House stands adjourned till 10 a.m. tomorrow. 

Adjournment 

The House was accordingly adjourned at 7-20 p.m. till 10 a.m. on 
Saturday, the 2Gth February, 1944, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proe«ediiigt of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935 . 

The Assembly mot in the Assemblv House, Caloutta, on Saturday, the 
26th February, 1944, at 10 a.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Deputy Speaker (Mr. Sykd J \i,\i.ri)mN H.asukmy) in the Chair, 
10 Hon'ble Mini.ster.s and 1»’» nuunber.^i. 


STARRED QUESTION 

(to which oral answer was given) 

Expenditure incurred in giving relief to people of Damodar flood areas. 

•122. Mr. AOWAITA KUMAR MAJI: \Vd! ilu ILn hh^ Minister :n 
ehar^^e of the U(‘vt‘iiue Dep.ninient lie jtltM^ed to la\ on the I'alde a .state- 
ment ,showin],r np to Septeni!>»>T . IIM'I. in (onnt“«fion wiili tlie lolnd nuMsnnvs 
in jilaies anectiMl l)\ the DainiHlar blood 

pi) the total (‘\]»enditiii e iiK unrd tn ea* h tenlrt* ito he nhown separ- 
ately) : 

[h) the (juantn\ ot — 

(/) rice, 

(li) cfu'cra, 

(III) (rur, and 
(ir) other eataldc-' 
suj»j)lied tliere; 

(r) the amount of — 

(i) cont inj,:encieH. and 

UM tra\(‘llin^ allowaiue of ofhceis, 

(//) the fjiiantitics of rn e that have been — 

it) taken from the e\ai\iees stori’s, and 

(ii) pun has(‘d by the tio\ernment; 

(r) the numl)f*r of ie< ipienis of ( iovernmcnt helji for tin* best two \ve<*kf4 
in eac h fliKid ndief f-entn* :is ♦•nicred in the Muster Jfoll ; 

(/) the numl>er of relief oflMcis en^^a^nMl in the woik of fliHMl relief; aud 
(// (i) total amount of money, and 
(ii) total (juanlity of rice 
achanceil by the Government for relief work. 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Tarak Nath Mukerjea): Cl) A statement is laiil on the 4’ab]<*. 




md. 

Hr. 

ch 

w 


(i) !t,.352 

12 

5 


(u) »4 

12 

2 



(iii) 12 

IH 

H 


• 

iiv) 10 

11 

11 

is) 

{t) 118.22,000. 




(ii) Rs. 1,052-15. 



{d) (i) 

1,509 md. 20 sr. 





8,841 md. 56 «r. 

6 ch. 
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(e) 58,683. 

(/) Tweniy-eight. 

(o) (^) Over Ks.3 lakhs. 

(/<) 10,151 md. 1(> >r. 6 < h. 

HtnUmcnt referred to in clause (a) of starred question No. 122. 

F(»r Sadar subdivision only (up to September, 1943). 

i-ii 1 I r * The Uttal oxpendi- 

Na..,., of th..fl,K.drt.lH.f centre. ture meum-d. 


R«. a. p. 


1 

NalxLKtH 

8,835 

3 

0 

2. 

(JuMkam 

12,70.5 

15 

0 

;i 

(iop? dun ter 

17,200 

14 

0 

4. 

liohiir 

5,332 

14 

0 

r>. 

Parhati 

0.231 

15 

0 

(j. 

Hara I'aUi«an 

3.052 

0 

0 

7. 

Majhi'r (Iraru 

•>.030 

1 

0 

8, 

I’aligrarn 

8,521 

0 

0 

!» 

Arniulpur 

20,810 

0 

0 

10. 

Minru 

24,074 

4 

0 

11. 

Mahaift 

3,320 

0 

6 

12. 

Hharcnda 

0,240 

0 

(• 

13. 

Kaxiara 

15.308 

1 

0 

14. 

Hlu'dia 

10,174 

3 

0 

If). 

rkta 

10.054 

15 

(> 

10. 

Dcbipur 

15.003 

3 

0 

17. 

.lotcrum 

4.033 

•> 

0 

18. 

M<‘niari 

10, OHO 

14 

0 

l\). 

DuKii Hii/.ar A 

13.0K3 

•J 

0 

20. 

Dului Ha/.ar H 

4.7<)K 

0 

0 

21. 

Ihjur A 

7,075 

4 

0 

22. 

Ihjur \^ 

2.H57 

K 

0 

23. 

Kuchiit A 

Ki.Md 

H 

0 

24. 

Kui'hut 11 

7.tlN 

4 

0 

25. 

ParHul A 

4,0)1 

4 

0 

20. 

IlurKul H 

8.513 

5 

0 

27. 

Satj7n<’hlMn A 

5.811 

(• 

0 

28 

Sut^iu hhiii h 

0.524 

11 

0 

20. 

Kainu Koatl 

4,870 

0 

3 


Total .. 2.H2.:r«> 12 .1 

(price of ftKuliftuffs) 
pint* cash total 
liK r».U85-l4. 

Mr. AD WAIT A KUMAR MAJI : ^ 

wm r 

Tht Hon’bU Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA : 7^:^^ 1 

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Appointments in Publicity Dspartmont 

48. Mr. HEM CHANDRA NA8KER: «u) Will the Hou^ble Minister in 
charge of the Publi( ity Department be pleased to state — 

(i) how many appointments ha\e In^en made in his de^rnttment since the 
formation of the pre.sent Ministry : and 
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(u) how many of them l)elong‘ to — 

(1) Caste Hindus, 

(2) Scheduled Castes, and 

(3) Muslims? 

(b) Will the ITon’hle Minister he jdeased to state whether there is any 
advisory committee to ret'ommeiid the apjxdntments? 

(c) If so, will the ITon’hle Minister he pleiused to state the name of th« 
members of the advisory commit lee? 

MINISTER in charge of the PUBLICITY DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Pulin Behari Mullick): 17. 

(ti)(l) G, (2) 3, (3> 8. 

(h) Ko. Selection committfMvs are, however, constituted if and when 
occasion arises. 

(c) Does not ari.se. 

Family allowance of certain security prisoners 

40. Mr. I8WAR CHANDRA MAL: {a) ].s the Ilon'lde Minister in 
charg'e of the Home (Political) Department awan^ that — 

(/) llahu Hii)in Jleli.in Adliiknii, a pleadei ol Contai, district Midna|M>re, 
now a >ecunl\ pMsdnoj aiiested oi» 1 h«' 23rd DecemlsM*, 1942, 
apjdied tor a nionthl\ allowance <»n hth .lamiary, 1943; 

(it) Balm Itainkrislina Das, district Bankura, u security prisoner arrested 
on the Till Scpt^Miihci. 1913. applied for a monthly allowance on 
4th Mardi, 1943; 

(ill) Balm Atulcswar Sarkei, district Tippeia, a seiainly prisom*r arrested 
on the 3(ttli Dc' cniher, 1942, a[>plied for a monthly allowame on 
29th Maicli, 1943, 

(tr) Bahu Anil Kri^^hna Mukherjee, Bankurn. a siM-urity prisoner uiTosted 
on the 2nd A pul. 1943, applied on the I4th May, 1943, for a 
monthly allowance; 

(v) all the aforesaid prisoners are detained in the MidnaiH»re Central 

Jail? 

{h) Tf the ansv\ei*s to and (//) aie in the aftinnat;\e. will llie Hon’hle 

Minister be pleased to .slate th<‘ steps taken bv the tiovemment on the 
applications of the aforesaid prisoners P 

(c) If the answer^' to <o)</) and (/;) are in the iiemitive. is tin* Hon'hle 
Minister considering*' the desiraliility of ^rrantinpr a suitable allowance to the 
aforesaid ])risoners from the dates of their arrest in vifw of the abnormal 
economic situation ? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon'ble 
Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin): but the petition, date<l the 4th Mar/di. 

1943. of Babu Kamkri-hna I)a^ wan ik*< received h\ ( iovernment 

ih) An allowance of Us. of) has been jrranted to Babu Bepin Behari 
Adhikari with effect from 23rd DetemW. 1942. Babu Ramkrishna Das has 
provisionally been j:rT'anfed a family aIlowanc4^ of Rs,30 with effect from the 
22nd Octolier, 1942. 

(c) Does not arise. 
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Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: On a point of information, Sir. I 
first want to ask the Hon’ble Minister whether he wants to make a state* 
mont about the maintenance of families of security prisoners. We could 
not understand the policy of Government. There was a statement made 
by Government that allowances will be doubled, but in some cases we find 
the allowances are not doubled. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: If you want to know' whether the Hon’ble 
Minister wull make any statement or not, you put a supplementary ques- 
tion to that (dfecf and try to elicit informatif)n. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Sir, tlie Hoiri)le Minister told the 
House thill be would make a statemiMit on the j)oliey of Govei'nment a}>nut 
the Munnlcnanco (jf llic families of security ])risoiiers. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: What am I ti) do Do you want me to 
hold this (jucstion over- 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Sir, f want 1(» knov tluoufrli you trom 
the Ilon’ldc Minisbu’ w’het,h<‘r he is ^oinj^- to make aii\ s\u-h statcimoit 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The Don hie M iiiistor will make a 
statement v(*ry shortly. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the lion bh Mmisior be 
pleased to tell us if Government ^.^raiited an\ allowam*e to Haliu Atuleswar 
Sark(‘r and Ilabu Anil Krishna Mukberj(‘e 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: An allowance of Us was sunc- 
iiom'd to Habu Atulcswai SiirkiM, but no alloviame w.is sam’tioned to 
Babu Anil Krishna M ukliei-jci*, as be bad no incmiu' ot lii'^ own l»etoie bis 
air<*sl. Both ol them have since been releastal. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon'lile Minister bo pleased 
to tell UN tlu* date from wbieii bi* was granted the allowance r' 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Babu Atuleswar Sarker was jrrant- 
ed an allowance tor the whole p(*riod oi liis detention. 

Fixation of price of jute. 

50. Mr. HEM CHANDRA NA8KER: Will the Hon'ble Minister 

in chaiye of the Gomiueice, hvibour ami Iiidustiies I>e])artment Ik* jdeaseil 
to state — 

{}) the acies of land under rultivatioii of jute in this Province; 

{ii) the present market prict* ot jute; and 

{iti) w'hellier the (rovernment have ti\etl the — 

(1) maximum, and 

(2) minimum 
prices of jute*^ 

(b) Is it a fact that the (rovernment of India is restricting the price 
of jute instead of allowing it to be fixed by the rule of demand and supply 
through normal trade channel^ 

(c) If 80 , will the Hon’bf® Minister l>e pleased to state what stepe are 
being taken b)" him to ensure a fair price of jute? 
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MINISTER in charge of the COMMERCE, LABOUR and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. K. Shahabuddin) : {a){i) The acreage 
under jute in Bengal in 1943 was 2,146,000 acres. 

(it) The present market prite of Indian 4 at Middles in Calcutta is 
Rs. 15-12 per maund. 

(Hi) The arrangements with the Ciovernment of India us to maximum 
and minimum prices were annount t'd in a (lovernment press note on the 
Tth February. 

(b) No. The maximum jirice fixetl b\ the (to\ eminent of India was 
above the current market jiriee at the time. 

(c) The steps taken were announced on tlie Tth I'ehruarv. 

Agricultural Develofmient officers. 

51. Mr. TARINI CHARAN PRAMANIK: Will the Hon ble Minister 
in charge of the Agriculture Department be i>l(*astsl to state — 

(a) the jiresent number (d‘ Di-'trif t Agricult uiul Ih'velopment otficers ; 

and 

{h) the number of them who aie — 

(1) Muslims, 

(2) ('aste Himlus, ami 

(3) ScheilubMl ('ast(*s; and 

(c) whether Communal Itatio hu" been maintained in those iHistsy 

MINISTER in charge of the AGRICULTURE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hosain); {,>) Twenty-eight. 

(h) Mimlim^' 14 

Ca>te Hindus 11 

S{ liediilcd Caster . 3 

(c) Ye'', lat :i^ ]n*Hsible. 

8j. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Will th. Hon bi. Minister be 
pleased to explain the duties and function''- of tbc m'wl\ started Depart- 
ment of Agricultural Development ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZIAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

As tlie name its«*lf indicate-^, it l'- lor tlie devidojmoMit of agiieullure. Its 
function IS to do jiropaganda and to ‘»ee that actual woik is doiir in (connec- 
tion with th(‘ tirow' Mon* Food Campaign. 

Sj. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Will th lion hh Minister be 
pleased to exjilain wh(*th(*r tb(*se things are being doio* by the Agriculture 
Department it>(*lf and tiic -lute Hev'ulation Dejiaitmeiit eom*erned? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

No. The Agneultun* Department is not doing thesf* things, but (h(*v hav(* 
betm placed under the charge of District Agricultural Developmi'iit Dffieers, 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will th< HoiCble Minister please 
tell tlijp House who is the Commi.H.sioncr of the Agricultural liand 
Development ? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: That is m the Civil List. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Sir, iny point is that competent officers 
bold many offices. I want to get it from Government. 
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Mfa DEPUTY SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the llfui’hle Minister please tell 
the House whether this (j)inniissioner of Land Df‘V(dopment holds o or 0 
oth«*r resi)onsihle posts under Goveriiineiit ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Just at pres(‘nt tlnus* is no Devidopnieiit ('oininissioner. because the officer 
who was employed as I)eveloi)ment ( 'oinniissioner is now officiating as 
Secretary to the (jovernment of Hengal in the Agriculture Department. 
The last officer was I lie I)irecti)r of Land Uecords and iiUr) iu additi<Hi to his 
duti(*s h<dd the post of Development LomniiN>sioiier. 

Mr, ATUL CHANDRA SEN: The Hoirbh* Minisiei lia^ just now 
stated tluit tin* “(how More Food Fam])aign” will he ])art of the dutie.s 
of the newly (;re:it(‘d I)(*j)artm(*nt . Is h<* in a ]»osilion to give the llou^e 
an indication (jf the kind of camj»aign that this depaitnient will c arry on 

The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAhkUDDIN HOSAIN: 

J'lie Agriculture Department has beem is>uing jiiopa^anda ]>a]»ers foi- a 
V(‘ry long time. The jinncijial dut\ of the new DevelMpmcMit (Ommissioner 
is to see that tlu^se instrmJ ions are translateil intd action and that things 
actually materialise. Under him is plactal tin* -lut(‘ Regulation staff and 
through them he sec's what area is actuall\ hioughi umbu cultivation, ^^ha^ 
second ami third crops an‘ grown in these artais, uliat nianun* is given and 
how the crop of the countr;v is impiovtnl ami incicased. Wt‘ want to get 
these things dont‘ through him. 

Want of cattle for agricultural purpose. 

52. Mr. HEM CHANDRA NASKER: w/ • l> the llon'hie Mmistn in 
charge of the Agncultuu* Depaitment a\\an' ot the tatth* cjii leniie now 
prevailing in the* 1‘rovineey 

{!>) Is it a fact that want of cattle toi agiicultuiai puiposes i>' being 
felt throughout the l’ro\ inee *r 

(c) If so, will tin' Hon’hle Mniisler be j)lea'>ed to state wbat step" are 
being taken by him in the matter? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Saiyed MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

{(i) Yes. 

{h) Yes. paituaihirl\ in the' di"tii(ts ot I'ainlpni, Hakaigaiij, and 
Noakiiali. 

(r) (lovcM'nment is seriously ecmsidering the (jU('stiM>. ,(t rep]< nishiug 
the plough cattle in the badly affecteof areas and iln* nmtter i" m w Viefore 
the Cabinet. 

Supply of medicines to Government, district board and municipal 

dispensaries. 

53. Mr. HEM CHANDRA NASKER: loi Will the Hou'bic Minister lu 
charge of the Ibibiie Health and Loial Self-tioA eminent Ih'jiartment be 
pleased to state whether all (Tovernmeni, district board and municijail dis- 
pense ri»*s are equipjH'd with necessary medicine"'' 

{h) If the answer to {n) is in the neirative. will the ITon'ble Minister 
he pb*ased to state, what steps, if any, (rovernment are taking or piopose 
to take to equip these dispensaries -with the ntH'ossarv medicines? 
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MINISTER in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL SELF< 
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bie Khan Bahadur MauIvi 
Jalaluddin Ahmad): All (iii\t‘nnuont au* with 

such necessary druj^:s as art* availahh*. ( iovfninu‘Ut ari* not rosjumsible for 
tupply of dni<i:s to district board atul municipal tlispiMisarics. 

(b) Does not arise 

Scheme for reorganisation of Rural Public Health Service. 

54. Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: <o) K th.* lion b)e Ministei in 

charge of tin* Ibililic Ilealib and hoc.*) Stdf-tiovt'rnnnuii Dt'partinent aware 
that — 

(/) the Dir<‘ctor of I’uldir Health lorinnlatetl a s<heine of reoiy^niisa- 
lion of Uinal Public Health Scivici's for tin* Ibovinct* of Heugal 
in Vm, 

in') Dr. A. (\ ridl t‘vol\cd another sclicnu' on tlo* sann* .*‘ubjt‘ct in his 
Picsidciit lal Addrt'ss at the Scrtion oi Mialical and N’lderinary 
Uc.scarch oi tlic ‘JStli Indian Scnmcc (’onjrios.s held at Hennres in 
P)41; and 

iiii) th(* Ib'U^’al Proviio'ial ItTanch ot tin* Inilian Medical Association 
a[)}>ointcd an expert conunittct* consjstinjr of Dr A. Dkil, 

Dr K. S lioN . I)i M N Ahmad. Dr P K (»nha. Dr. A. D. 
Afukhetii, tin* l)ii<‘ctoi id’ ibildic Health and otloo-s to study the 
official and iton-ofhcial schemes with a view to formulate a fairly 
c(inipTchen''i\ c sclieine ^niiod to the piesent e« onoinic i onditions of 
tlic J’rovince I*' 

(h) Will the Hon’bie MinJ''1ei be pleased to state* wlietlier he had recently 
received a resolution p is>»ed at (lie la-.t lMo\ineial Medical ('onfercncc which 
Was inan;.^’-ni .itcd by biio in Dcccmbi*!’, PM!j, and in which the (lov ernmeivt 
of llcTi^ra! W(‘i<* urged to bium h the Indian Mmlical Association Hclicmc in. 
the so-called safer zones and especially in the cyelone-affected distnets of 
file Pro\incey 

(c) If the answers t<t clauses (o) and iht ,iie in the affirmative, will the 
iron’bb' Minister he pleas«*d to lay on the Table a summary ol the Hcheim*a 
referred to above? 

(d) If tlie answers to elanses (a) un<l ib) are in tlo* aflirmal i ve. will the 
Hon’bie Minister he ]deased to slate whether he intends to lanmh Hueh a 
scheme from the next finaneiul year in consultation with the elected repre- 
sentatives of the Bengal Provincial Branch of the Indian Afedical Associa- 
tion which is recognised by the Doverninent of Bengal as the representative 
Afediral Organisation of the Province? 

The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur MauIvi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: ia) and 

(h) Yes. 

fet The honourable member is refern'd to pages 4-IH of thf‘ Bed Bf*ok 
containing tbe scheme of the Directr»r of Public Health, Bengal, p:ig»*s 
of Dr. FkiPs Presidential Address de!ivere<i at the 2Btli Indian Science 
Congress held in Benares in lf)41 and jiages H-12 of the jjamphlef containing 
the srhenie of the Indian Afedical As'^oejation , Copies of the Bed Book 
and the pamphlets are laid on the Library Table. 
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(d) The matter is still under the consideration of Government. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The unstarred question No. 55 is held over 
ah the Hon'ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy is not here. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral aniwers were given) 

Rggistration of deaths from starvation oases in mufassil districts. 

Dr. SANAULLAH: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Public and Ixnal Self-Government Department aware that all starva- 

tion caseH in mufasHil districts are recorded in the Death Register under the 
head “Other causeH^ in accordanc-e with the instructions of the local Circle 
Officers ? 

(li) If the answer to (rt) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reason therefor? 

(r) If the answer to («) is in the negative, is the Hon 'hie Minister con- 
sidering the desirability of issuing orders to all Circle Officers to get the 
starvation rases recorded either in a special column to be temporarily pre- 
pared nr in “Other causes” cedumn with the mark “S” in order to di.stinguish 
it from real “Other causes”? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khan 
Bahadur Mauivi Jalaluddin Ahmad): in) and (h\ [ have no information. 

(c) Yos. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: In an‘<\\er [tn and {!>), tlie Hcm’hle 
Minister states that he ha.'» no information. Will he he j)leased to tell the 
House whether h(‘ is awiire under what head tlo'se starvatif»n case** are put? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: In the ( liaukidari Register 
tlnM‘(' is no such ('oluiuit a** “Death duo to star\’atjon ’Fhei’c' i** a ('olumn 
called “Other causes” and thesj* things iuo (*ntered there. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Sir, I huhnill that m\ ([uestion has not 
been answiued. He sa\ s that he is not aware, that he has no information 
that starvation eases an* put under “Other rauses”. Ls lu* aware under 
what head thes<* ea.Mes aie ])ut ? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: I lllll'l “OtIuM 

Mr. SHAHEOALi: With reference to answer {<n and (/o. will the 
Hon hie Mini.st(‘r he pleased to state whether he trn*d to get an\ iatormation? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: There is a proposal under 
consideration of Government whether an additional ccdumii may he added 
to the register where such cases can he entered. 

Mr. SHAHEDALI: He liiis not niivwcrpil my que^tion. Sir. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I cannot help you. 

Mr. SHAHEDALI: My question is whether he has tried to get any 
information. 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: There are some cases of death 
due to starvation, hut there is no column in the register to enter such cases. 
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It is now under oontemplntiou whether a separate eoiuran can be added to 
the register. 

^TUL CHANDRA SEN* From the maimer in wliich so long 
starvation cases have been put, is the Government in a position to ascertain 
the number of total deaths that have oeeurred so fur due to stiirvationP 
Khan Sahib HAMIDUODIN AHMAD; No. Sir. It is a very difficult 
thing because the chaukidars are the persons who report deaths and it is 
not at all safe to give them the authority to find out the real eanses of 
death. They are non-medical men, and they are not. therefore, exju'cted 
to report correctly what deaths are due to. 

Mr, ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Government consider the 
desirability of taking proper and necosary step> to enquire by all legitimate 
means as to the number of deaths which have occurred so far in Bengal 
due to starvation ? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD* ('irculars have been issued to 
Circle Officers for entering such cases of ileath due to other causes wdth 
the indication of “S”. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA; 1 lak. it that these circulars refer 
to deaths that will hapjien, hut will tlx* Hon'hU* Mmistci la* pleased to 
state whether thoM* circulai-s had any reference to deaths that iiad already 
taken place 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUODIN AHMAD: No 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Ma> I take it tlun that Govern- 

ment is n(>t in a position to gi\c iho nuiiihei o| <)caths tliat had omtirred 
from starvation 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: No 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI: Will the lloiride Mmistci ).<> idcased to state 
when the circular was InsixmI ? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Attci this tiling was brought 
to the noiici* ot Govcinmeiit. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will tiie lion'hle Mimstoi ).<• pleased to 
state whetloT tiie ( i»»\ eminent at an\ lime supplied nin?talil\ liguicf. in this 
respect to any aiithorit\ \vhats4>evei m India r>i fiutsnlr''' 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: I want notne 
Development of Bengars Fisheries. 

•127. Mr. J. R. WALKER: la) Will the lioirhle Minister in charge 
of the Agneulturi* Department he ])leas<*d tfi state- 

(/) what staff has been sanctioned foj the Department of Fisheries sinee 
the appointment of the Dliec toi ot l islieries in 1942 ; and 
{it) what staff has actually been recruitf'd ' 

(b) Will the Hon’ hie Minister he alsi> pleased to staU* — 

(i) whether the development of liengaTH f isheries has been made part 
of the “Grow Mtire FoocF' lampaign; 

(ti) what scheme.s have lieen sanctioned for the develojitnerit of Ifengal’a 
Fisheries ; and 
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inf) wlijil MJfiw huv*^ Wn laken <0 increase the suii^ly of fish to 
Ualcutta from the Sundarharis p 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Saiyed MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: {a) 

(1) T echnii’ul staff — 

four Jlistrict Fishery Officers, 
five Field AHsistuiits, and 
(2) Noii-U*chni( al stuff — 
one 11 etui (.'lerk, 
one Steiifj^raphcr, 
two (derks, and 
one Typist. 

(?/) All th(‘ staff ex( cjit tuo District Fisheiy Oth( ers has been recruited. 
Steps arc taken to rciTuit candidates lor the remainin;»' posts. 

{h) it) Ves, it ha.s l>een recently so made. 

(//) A small exi)erimental scheme for the improvement of preserved fish 
industr\ of Hen^ul has la*en started with the aid of Imperial ('ouncil of 
A^rirailt ural Research from the Ith Januarv, Hill. Se\t‘ral other schemas 
such as j.»'ro\s inj.;' of fish in padd\ fiidds, free (listnhutioii of fish fry and 
Kruntin^r loans for improvement of tanks aie nnd(‘r consideration 

{///) d’hc following*- st(‘ps for increaMn^.*- the fish-supply from the Sundar- 
hans w(‘n* takiMi: — 

(J) Uelaxation of restrictions under the denial policv 

(2) FNperiments and propapinda on a limited scah* were undertaken with 
a view to (‘xteiidin^’ ( arpcultuK* in tljc Siimlaihan ttlhi<l\, Isith in imdily fields 
and in extensivt* khals and tanks. 

Mfi OHIRENDRA NATH DATTAs ill the lion hie Minister be 
pleased to tidl us when these four District Fishcrv ()fhc(*rs w»‘re appointed 5^ 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Only two have lauui a])ponited. and two have not set been ap])ointe(l. 

Mfi DHIRENDRA NATH D ATT A 5 When have tliey la*eu appointed.^ 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Some SIX months a^»-o. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon hie Minister be 
pleaseil to tell us wlu'n* these Distiiet Fishery Otfieeis haxe been located H 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

They have not lu'cn sent to an\ distiiei. The\ are directly under the 
Direehir of Fisherit's. They are sent out from time to time wherever their 
services are iu*eessarv. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the tiovernment as part of their 
“Orow More Fish (’ampai^n” consider the desiraldlity of tukinff immediate 
steps for tin* rehuhilitatitm of the fi.sliermen class wlio, as well known, 
is a dyin^ race dm* to slurvationy 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Kehuhilitation of tin* fishermen class is not the subject umler the Fisheries 
Dt'partmeiit . Tiiere is a separate department ulto^'etheI. I am unable to 
give any answer to this question. 

®flr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: It is mihody's business 
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Bftbu MADHU8UDAN SARKAR: Will the Hen’ble Minister W pleased 
to state whether he is aware tliat unless the fishermen are j;iven permanent 
rig’hts in fisheries no soheme lor extension of the tisiiei\ rights will Im of 
any use to the iieople!*^ 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

These matters will be (ajiisidejed. We are eonsideiing the question of 
bringing in a Msheries Hdl ami at that time all these mattt'is will Ih' 
considered. 

Babu MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR; When tan we t‘\pt*ct tlu‘ Eishmv 
Bill in tills Housed 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

\ on eamiot exjieet il vei \ stum. 1 1 has jiisl heen ord<*red to ht‘ draftt'd. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: Will tin* lion hie Minister consitler tlie 
desirahilitN ot leterring to the appropnait^ dtqiaitmenl to see what steps 
are lakt'ii i(ir the reliahihuit nm ot tin* tiding fisin*iim*n class 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Does tliat ((Vieslion aiist' oilt of that, 

hecaiist.' he has ali«‘ad\ stated that it is not this tle}»urtment which is dealing 
With that t|Ut*si ion 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon’hh* Minislei ht* ph*ased to 
state wln‘iher In* will coiisnlei tin* tlesirahilit \ td leteiring tin* mailer to 
the a]»])i ojiT late di*j»ai ( iiient !" 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: That question does !M»I arise. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will tin* lloiride Minister he 
pleas«‘d to state how iiim'h pnlilie money has lM*<*it spent oV(‘r the D<*part- 
incnl ol h'lsheiics sijiet> I'tiL* and with what result i*' 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Tin* Inmoiiiahle menihei iiias l>e leleired to tlie Binij^el. I tliink it is ahout 
Ks. d4, 

Babu MADHUSUDAN SARKAR: Will tin* ilon'hie Mmistei he pleased 

to statr wliat are tlie tnin tnms of the District l*'ishcr\ ttflieers!'' 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

They an* now going ahout the ilislin'ts t«i tind out wlnil juissilulit les there 
are toi ineieasing the jutuiuctnm of fish lliey are now tonnng in two 
districts. In the 'i’ljipi'ra di-'trnt, which is one of tlie two, they are going 
about and finding out whether fish culture in the tjinks winch are, now, in 
existence in larg<* ninnher in that disliict, can lie tiik»*n uj> on an extensive 
ucale. 


Immersion of Hindu ima^ at Matiabruz. 

*128. Mr. A8HUT0SH LAHIRY; (n) WTll the llon’ble Minister in 
charge of the lb»ine Department be pleased tf» state wdH*ther any iriimersiori 
of llimlu images lias l>een held up in in the Matiabruz area in 

Pargaiias district 

{h) If the rcj Is to ni) is m the affirmative, will the ilon’hh* Minist<*r lie 
pleased to state the mr* umstam es under which the inniiersion tould not take 

place y 
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(c) Ib the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of removing the 
new rosfrirtions imiK)8ed on Hindu worshippers? 

Tha Hofi'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) No. 

(h) and (c) I)o not arise. 

Mr. A8HUT08H LAHIRI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if the images of goddess Kali worshipped during the last Kali Puja 
festival have not yet been immersed? 

The Hon’bie Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Processions were not taken 
out but they w'ere not prevented from being taken out. 

Mr. A8HUT08H LAHIRI: Is it not a fact that immersion could not 
take place because of the fact that restrictions had been imposed upon 
proceKsions ? 

The Hoil’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: T w^ould refer the honourable 
member to my answer. I maintain that the processions were not stopped 
but they were voluntarily not taken out. 

Mr. A8HUT0SH LAHIRI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if he is aware that images of Durga and Lakshmi were immersed with- 
out any new conditions being imposed but during the time of the immersion 
of the image of Kali certain new restrictions w^^re imposed and it w'as due 
to that that the processionists, as a mark of protest, did not take out the 
procession, and actually eight images of go<ldess Kali are still there lying 
without immersion? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; That may be so. but there 
was no stoppag(‘ from G(>vernment ; volunt:iril\ tliey did not tsike out the 
procession. 

Mr. ASHUT08H LAHIRI: Sir, my (lueslion i^, why were certain new 
restrictions imposed? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Bmause the District Oflicer 

considered it necessary to iiiifiose certain restrictions for tlie time being. 

Mr. A8HUT0SH LAHIRI: Ts it a fact that the restrictions imposed 
by the Deputy Gommissioiier of Police, South, w’ere not imposed by the 
District Magi.slralc of ’.„’4-Parganas. though the pro(*essi(»Ms had to pass 
through both the areas under tlie jurisdiction of the C'alcuttu Police as well 
us of the District Magistrate? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; T understand that the 
arm n gem (‘II Is were made and permissions w’ere given in <‘onsultation and in 
agreement between tlie Dejmty Commissioner of Police. South, and the 
District Magistrate of 24-Parganas. 

SJ. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Will the GovernmeDt be 
pleased to consider now the desirability of withdrawing the restrictions and 
allowing tlu^ immersion to be htdd as it used to be on previous occasions? 

Tho Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The policy of Government 
with regard to these questions is that th^y have laid on the procedure for 
appeal and unless and until these procedures are exhau.sted, Government do 
not interfere. If any party is aggrieved w’ith the decision of the District 
Magistrate or of any local authority, he has got the right to appeal to the 
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Commissioner of the Division, and if he is dissatisfied with the decision of 
the Commissioner he can approach the Government, and then and then only 
Government will interfere. Liitil these stej)s have been exhausted, 
Government do not propose to interfere in the matter. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: May we eiu^uire what are the new 
restrictions and conditions that were imposed]^ 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I believe, it was with regard 
to carrying of lathis in tlie case of one processiim over a limited area. 

Mr. A8HUT08H LAHIRI: Is the HoiTble Minister aware that 
immediately alter the Durga Puja a contei’ence was held in which it was 
decided to grant a licence without an\ rest net ions but in respec’t of the 
Kali Puja tin *se dc( ■isioiKs \\t‘ie not (di-scivcd }>\ tin* l)t‘put\ ('omuiissioiier 
of Police, Soiitli, Us a ii'sult ot wlindi tin* pioces.smii could not be taken out 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: it is ijuitt* possibb', but 1 

do not know the tlelails of ilo* mattiu and 1 do not ju’o|»ose to ent(*r into tin* 
details. As I ha\e alit‘ad\ stati‘«l. li .m\ p‘»ii\ has got an\ grievanci* 
against .in\ oldi'i passed h\ the loc.d nilicei. tiie\ lia\e got the poW(*r to 
appeal to the ( oniniissionci ot the DiMsmn ami li lln-v aic ilissat isfied \\ith 
the decision ol the ( oni m is^ionci . ihc\ can appi'a! to tin* ( i ovcrinnent , and 
then and then onl\ (io\erninent will look into tlii* inaltei. 

UNSTARRED QUESTION 
(answer to which was laid on the table) 

Number of deaths from cholera and malaria in the Contai and Tamluk 
subdivisions, Midnapore. 

56. Mr. I8WAR CHANDRA MAL: Will the llon’blc Minister in 
charge of (he Publu Health ami Local Self d iov(*rnmcni Department be 
pleuMid to la\ on tlie Taiile a .statement showing up to the 2()fh .lune, HM.'l » 
(a) the total nuni)>er ot deaths from- 
(/) Cholera, and 
(//) Malaria, 

in the sulnlix isioiis of (Vuitai and Tamluk in the district of Midna- 
pore after the great cyclone; 

» 

ib) the steps, if any, taken by the* (iovc*niinent to tackle the situation; 
and 

(c) the steps, if any, taken liy the ( if»\ c‘rfnn(*nt in the* nature of jireven- 
tives for future recurreiic^e I" 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi dALALUDDIN AHMAD: (a)-- 

( Chcilera. (ii) Malaria. 

Contai ... 744 2JM 

Tamluk ... lj;jM 

(6) Special staff were appointed for public health and inerlical relief, to 
treat the sick and to carry out inoculations and to disinfect rooms and water- 
•applies. 
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(c) No gpocial preventive measures against malaria are practicable: as 
the commonest cause of (rholera is drinking impure water, Government have 
arranged for all tube-wells in Midnapore district to be put into working 
order. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: With reference to answer (ci, are 
we to take it tliat as there are no special i)reventive measures against 
malaria, a.s (jovernineiit tliinks, Government will remain idle while people 
will die in their hundreds and thou.sand.sP 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: That is a matter of o[union. 

Mr. SURENORA NATH BISWAS : Witli reterence to answer (r), 
will fh<‘ H on* hie Minister be pleased to state what preventive measures 
against nialuria are practicable^ 

Khsn Sflhib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: I have already said that no 
Hf)ecial preventive measures against malaria are practicable. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
ph*.as«‘d to state whether it has ])(*en the polic\ of Government to supply 
Hufiiruent ciuantity of (juinine as an anti-malanal measured 

KhSfl Sflhib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Sufficient (|uantity of (piinine 
was sujiplied to tlie affected area. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: When wa^ (|uinine supjdirMi this 
year Y 

KhflfI Sflhib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: I cannot givr tlx* ('Xar^t date 
from which the supply of quinine actuall\ starlrnl 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: I» the lloii'hlr Muu^tci aware that 
malaria is a preventibU' disea.se and that in many foreign countrie.s malaiia 
has a(‘tually been altog(*ther rt‘mo\e<ly 

Kbfln Sflhib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: So fai it has bemi found that 
the only preventive measui'e is to totally destro\ the nioNijuitoes. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Is tlx* Hon'bb* Minister aware that 
anti-malarial pills an* now available in the market and that tho^e anti- 
malarial [)ills are taken as a pre\enti\e agaiii'sj malaria}' 

Kbfln Sflhib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Not that I am aware of 
GENERAL DISCUSSION OF THE BUDGET. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Harman, lietore the House ua.s adjourn- 
ed lu>t e\ening >ou m t*re in po^N^•^^l(m of the Hou>e and 1 will allow >ou 
five niinultN now to eom Imie \our speech 

Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: Sir. 1 leitcrate what 1 stated 

yesterda\ that tin' sliortage of salt in the rural areas is eausing much 
anxiety. People in rural areas >usp«‘ct that Government are not .so much 
anxious for the benefit of the rural p<‘ople as they are for iirhun or city 
people. To my mind, Sir, Goveruim'ut would do well if they would ration 
salt just as they are rationing kero.-^ene and other coniimniities and do that 
with the help of uniun Ixwirds, fur union bounl members are able to create 
better confidence in the mind.s of the rural people than wbat Government 
officials can do. That being tbe position even if there be at any time 
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shortage in the supply of salt, union board members will be able to conviiiee 
the rural people more than Government officials that there is actual shortage 
of salt. In this connection 1 should inenticm anothej important fa<‘tor that 
this shortage in the suppl\ td salt is undermining the jmuale of the rural 
people, that is. of the Home Fr«mt, and that those \\!ii> are m‘gle(*ting the 
supply of this simple commodity in the matter of its pi-o])er tlisiribution are 
neglecting and jeopardising the cause ot var. -lust befon* I started for 
Calcutta 1 had be(*n to rural areas wluoi ]>eople ot all grades eame to me 
and complained about the shortage in the supply ot salt Out* village j»andit 
lectured liefore me tor halt an hour. the h\e. ht* mt*ntiom*d tht* ease 

of Russia. He said, in his o]>inioii. (it‘rman\ is now l>t*ing foret‘d ti) with- 
draw from the Russian soil lM*eaUs('i ilu' Russian pt'nple <leiiit‘d them all studs 
of help and footl. lit* repe«itt*il that it tin* ( levei nnu‘nt miiitl for tin* happi- 
ness and weltiire t)f the luial ptjpulation ami the* rinal |u*ople remain satis- 
fi(‘d and if at an\ timt* tin* .Ia|>anese vt*nture In invade the stul of India, 
they will m<‘<*t with tin* saint* fatt* as has het*n mett*tl out tti tin* (b*rnians 
on tht* Itussiaii stiil Sn. tin* thing is nt)t st> simph- .is ii set‘nis to he. Ry 
iit*glect ing this im|>ortaiit itt*m in tin* ptitu iiiati's Innd, we are iit*glt*et iiig 
the eaiise t>t tlie wai . 

Sir, next I eonn* to anotliei itt*ni 'I'nwards the end ni Ins sp(‘t*eh, the 
Hoiride Fnianct' Minister lias wa!n(*tl ns tlial tln*re may ht* 

iurtln*!' taxatinii measuit‘s ht*ftut* tin* yt‘at runs out. I thank 

linn toi admnnsteiing this eaiilitui He adiinihiales in tin* saint* 
hit‘atli that “ta\,itio?i is a stxual ami national pt»Iie\ ” and that 

“Slatt* IS seivice”. We Innk askanee at him Doe.s he mcail tO 

sav that ht* is dt'tei mim*d to lender servita* to tin* poor and the 
afhictetl jintvince ot Heng.il h\ impnsm^.- taxation nieasurt‘s one after amilher 
in onlei to till uj> the juoMm-ial cutler to pa\ u]t tin* t*\ ptunlit iirt* that has 
ht*en iiicuired t»n acc<»unt ot ihe war^ Is it iM>t a fact llial had lln*rt* ht'cn 
iio war, Heiigal would in*t have het'ii atflictt'tl with this stM'ioiis iainilie.’^ In 
(he veai lh4J then* was a st^ippage til siipph ot lice tioin Rnniia. d'ht*re 
was en(»riiious ctinsuni ptittn on the snii ot Ifengal h\ tin* militarv garrisons 
and h> oth(*r services ct>iinectt*(l with tin* war In addition to that, the 
Central Government rather ttined tin* province ot lt«*ngal (n allow exports 
to South Afri(‘a and to the Middle Fast. Bengal was i at her torced to do 
her duty at that time ot emergein x . Now as that l alainit s has much 
softened down, is it m»t projM*i foi the ( entiul Gov(*i iniienl to compensate 
the loss that has la*en causeil to the provima* 1)\ the Msitaimn of thi.s serious 
famine and which has entailed expemliture undei tin* two heads, vi/., 
Kxtraonlinarx rliarg<*s in India and I'amine!'' I liope that llie Hon hie 
Finance Minister would do propel servi<*e to tin* pioxince hy tduiiiiing on 
the Centre to (ompeiisate the piovince nf Bengal toi e.xpenditure inclined 
on acrounl of the war. 

Next, Sir. the Hon’hic Finance Minister deals with inflation of currency. 
Jn tins connci’tion he has said that the inflated prices <d j*ommoditjeN might 
remain for some time till after the eml of tlie hostilities. In tliis connec- 
tion 1 should ask the Hon ’hie Finance Minister and the Miriislr\ of the 
day to consider one importaiii factor. There is a loud cry from all sides 
against agriculturist* and their agricultural product — rice. 1 do not c^onteiid 
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for a moment that the price of rice should be allowed to soar as high as 
possible — I do not say that. But I want to impress upon the Government 
this fact that most of the agriculturists have very little to sell but they 
have to purchase other commodities of life and necessities. Government has 
eslabJished a perfect machinery with the help of which they can force down 
the price of rice to any level. I ask them to consider that if the price of 
rice is forced down to such a level as would make it an uneconomic level, 
it would mean disaster to the agriculturists because they have to purchase 
other necessaries of life, (hi the other hand, I would ask Government to 
fix a minimum price for paddy and rice ami they should try their utmost to 
bring down the juices of other commodities side by sitle and as they succeed 
in otljiT fields, they may gradually diminish the minimum prices fixed. If 
that ])i()r!ess he adopted, there would be no (‘iiuse of grievance in any 
quarit*]'. 

has! of all, Sir, the Ilon'ble Finance Minister ha.s jminted out the 
necessity (jf ndiahilitation. That is the most iinjiortant necessity of the 
day. H(‘ lias not given ns suHicient (h'tails as to how he likes to jiroceial, 
W'e shall watch with inhu'esl as to how he di^ais with this jinjiortanl matter. 

MrSi NELLIE SEN GUPTA; Mr. l)ej)ut\ S]»eaktM. Sir, 1 wish to say 
a few' words about this budget. First ol all I ilo not agree wdth 
Mr. Gladding when he sa\s that tamiiie was ine\itahle. A famine of the 
magnitude w'liicli came ovm- Bengal could ceitainly ha\e been jirevented 
to some extent and 1 do feel that the famine was iliie to absolute lack of 
foresight and thoughtles.sn(‘s,s amounting to eall(>usrH‘ss. It did not come 
us a blight in a day or a W'eek or a month. It took many months to come 
and for how' many months w'e were begging of tin* Government to do some- 
thing to help these poor peojile who knew that in a few days or weeks they 
would he starving. 1 sometimes feel it these jiooi j)(‘oj>le had not rushed 
into ('alcutta as they did and were not a menace to tin* citizens and to the 
(Government and the Army who were in ( alcutta their jilight might not 
even have been noticed. 

Then again Pwant to speak about the numbei ol deaths which are 
published. One woinlers sometimes when one sees fin* list of the number 
of deaths. 1 know' for a fact that in Patya wlieii the district hoard officer 
was asked w'hy he Inul rejxirted so few deaths, just a few' of the number 
who died in the towui, he said “How cun 1 jiuhlish so manyy ” I say, w'hen 
j'ou are spending so much iuone> why don’t \ou liave reliahh* people to 
give these figures With a clerk’s pay as large as Rs. J.j and the 
chowkiilar’s jmy Rs. d a month how' do you exjiect to get true and proper 
figures from these jn'ople^ 

Then again I w'ant more co-operation of relief centres with Government. 
It is not possible tor the Government to see and to know these people 
individually as boys and people who work in relief centres do know them, 
and I w'ill give just one instance. When we were distributing we were 
very careful about (he receipts but even then sometimes mistakes might 
happen, and on two occasions we found a woman coming a second time for 
a saree. No one had noticed — 1 had not — but one of the workers said 
“Didn't you come the other day for a sttrre?'^ She said “I did, 1 wanted 
two“, and this must have happened many times. We have not enough 
materials to give two to one person and one has to be very careful. 
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Another thing I found. I fully under.<)tand that the tempers and nerres 
of the officials, specially the medical officers, must have been most strained, 
but I did find that they were inclined to blame these poor people for the 
conditions of their starving and their terrible plight. 

Then I come to the question of political prisoners. Even now I am daily 
getting letters from people who receive no allowances whatever and also 
from others who receive very small allowance.-^. I am told that a great 
deal of it depends upon the Magistrate of the district. I do not expect the 
Magistrate to know every prisoner or every internee in the district, but 
surely if he has not the time he should have an assistant who can deal with 
these things. 

Sir, 1 will give one instance. A ver\ ehh*rl\ fricml of mine in the dis- 
trict of (’hiftagong was interned. I urotr, ho wroto so that the internment 
order might be relaxed, but a.s usual nothing happemMl. Then one day the 
Magistiate wont and >aw tlH‘ intonioo. Tho intornod gont Ionian who was 
a memher of tho Distiict Hoard said to linn: “I want to rosign my office'* 
and tlie Magistrate asked: “WliyH You are a vmy useful mombor f)f the 
District Boanl.’’ Ho said: “What is the us(‘ of niy l)»*ing useful us 1 can- 
not attend meetings of the Distiiot Hoard J'’’ Tin* Magistrate a.sked him 
why. He said: “H(‘causo f have heim inteinod.” The Magistrate said: 
“Hut you are a very old man” and imiiiediatel\ his internment order was 
relaxed. 

Sir, I am sure there are mun\ .sindi victim'^ I do sas. Sir. rob‘ase these 
\oung iiioii alioiii \ou have kepi intoiiu^d \ear after year. You can keep 
a supervision over them; you cari si*o what they are rloing. 'Phere are 
liundreds of intorii(*(l Congress inen, \ouiig ami (dd in the district of Chitfu- 
g‘ong. who can h(*lji us in mir relief uork. Wh\ are \ on keeping them 
inteiiied y Heleasc ihejn and give them some chanet* to see wliat to do in 
then lives. I do ted. Sii. that the way \ ou art' kee])ing thesi* \oung men 
inteined \eai alter \eai is altogether wrong. No one listens to them; no 
one Ifsten.s to wliat we sa\ , but I beg of vani to allow lliesc wmngnien to 
come out and give them a chance to work for tlieir (*ouniry. Am I fiave said 
alrearly. the money you spend for their meagre allowanees and for their 
f<K)d in the jails is (juite insuflicient. Try to make them trustworthy pi*ople; 
keep a W'atch over them and set* that tlie\ <h) not do what \ou terd is wrong. 

With the.se words. Sir, I sa\ that this bmigel could have been used in 
a much more useful wa\ than th(‘ wa\ in wfiich it is being used now, 
(Applause from the Oppo.sition henihes.i 

Khan Bahadur Hajf BAOl AHMED CHAUDHURY : 

othrtft i We 

I to* i 

'iWJi -Ts rcTO I wi'T 3tTc»f -jty 

^ 5 I (Dr. Naunak.sha SannvaC ; 

ftw ^ ^ 3|rf^ irm 

w cT? rot I enn ^ '5Hr wmm 
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fV’li ^ 

^ 1 ^ 5rrcft«iSf»P*» 3Tfc5'< <ii^flr^ 

'<fl^t?l ’FJ wf? ^f^l ^fCSj I ^®trj <ft3f 15175 ^ 

?R!7T I ^b:^^^ ^ ^ ^ c^ ^-?n 

^ ir 6 th i (l>r. Nalinaksha SannyaL ; ^ 

^ ^ I (7T^ Fores 

EeiOTve rnfcs? I ^ btOT w^i (M^ ^ ifT^r rrs <1Tc?r ^^^ 

I PP5 <7lt crf^Qfif !fr3 I (Mr. RasiK LaL Biswas 

C^l4 ''«fr.^ ? ) C^TtT I (Tf ?ff^ 

^5tfhn (Tr^ffr^ Rn* < 7 r‘=ffr^ ^ 

'?Ftr5^ fV ^n I QTPr (TN^i i o: c^ c?rfr^ rtc^ 

tii^' ?fw <y^ ^’T ift^TT '?Tt^ rrc' Ijtr’f ^ 

«rr^ 'Jtf'STn (TTts i ^rft ?rt*^ ryr,*\^ 

^ (7\^ Forest Department cHCT »r^ Tmi 

f^fe >fCW TO' CFTC^ f^C^ 
CwfVl9 f^fel (Mr. Kihan Sankah Roy: fir^ 

sfsffcf I JJt^T^rn Tot? P^R?r^? •ait c^b? l 

V?T I C?<rtc? -il?? Assembly 5 ^. (7T«m? «frs?1 •'ft'STl Gr?lfC?-mr fifi 

<1tC?? I ^vt5 5f?«f TOTC^ TOrt’f?t‘5rc?? ’JiTT? — ?t‘^l CTOt? C»N "ijTS I ^ 

cw?l C?r?? C?t?nT^? trf5 ?TO5 <T»'S?1 T? 

?t:;?t7:^ ??<-! ^ttror 1 thi itvb w^ ^fifc? 

?tC? — C«ft*n I 151^^? nS^ C?K?? ^Uj 2 > tjt? ?'?* ?''t iT?*^! ? 2 »® 

'3TTC17, Excise Department^? ^ ?TfW rc^ ?1 | ??? Gandhi-Dwin Pad 

T? r^y? TOf^ c? ?rf5'‘5r;5^? tjprfwc.M ^ rsirr.?? ^itro 1 

5XTO ^ 5T?‘t S^? 

&flkv C*f'S?l I ^iTXiT TOl ^tfN, ^ ?1. C^TTS vft^ ?1, 

5T?? ^5flT^ TOT SHF ?? W fTO5 ^ttTO I (Here the red-light was lit) ^ a 
f?f%P OT, Sir, — 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : ^ , 

Khan BahaSiir Haji BADI AHMED CHAUDHURY : 

?T? ?i I ?fY ^ ^nyR ^artft ^ ^ pf?ri w?i i 

Is|>ahani j ’^tft ?!;«T1 CTOf? 'R^ «'*PpJy ^RR I ^SfTOI 

cRr*f? ?s c?’ft?3 ^TOr i ^arf? ^«T'R«frc?F STO^^f 1 

f^ ^*r^r ? 'ifRn:?? crot wrw torf v.?t? 

TOTO C??? Jamal Brothers 1 ?t’?1 C*HSfinil 

I c? ?t:^ (?7tfP Ppf] fror ^ ?t^?n 

OP# tl#BJ S ^?T? ?1 I ^ W^ ?TOn ^5t?r5 « ' f ¥t' C?Y W?T, 

i|IH tfontan^^^ «rt, 5rt*?n cM to5?e c^ ^dwt? 157, Coatom 

dtaty PorMf nt? 71 ^ ^PfipSPSl .a?- ?R? C^ I art? C?t 
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British JTfrf^T «n I 

Bombsy Port ^ ^ I 

(IXr. Nalinaksha Sannyal ; Bombay? 5t^ci5 Wt??1 OT'l l) 

'of? ^t?? ^'t!? India Government <4j?^ British Government ■ a{ f?f; y? 
?mr 3 ?Tm ^ ? 

KlUIII Bahadur Mauivi 8. ABDUR RAUF: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir. 
in going to say a few wonU on the Budget estimates of tlie present 
unfortunate province of Bengal 1 must first of all congratulate the Hon’ hie 
Pinance Minister for his ability in presenting the Budget for the year 
iy44-4«') in a manner befitting his courage and ability. It presents a land- 
mark in the whole financial history of the pn>vince of Bengal, It not only 
exceeds all other previous Budgets in respect of its income but expenditure 
also. It is just suitable to th(‘ present problem lacing Bengal today. 

It is memorable in many of its different aspects which it has tried to 
solve in an admirable way. The task before the Ministry is very great 
and grave, but it has not failed in its duty. Though the horr^s of famine 
have minimised to a certain extent, yet its alter effect is not \et over. The 
Ministry has done whatever lies in its power to save the people from the 
jaws of famine. They are really to be eongralulaled for what they have 
done, and are doing for mitigating the ravages of famim*. The sysUun of 
gratuitous relief which they have arranged during the famine and after 
the famine has .saved inan\ from their untimely ileath and I admire their 
relief activities. Besi<les providing gratuitous relief for the poor, it has 
arranged special niedi(;al relief aixl housing of the destitutes and orphans. 
1 request the (Toverninent to establish at least one orphanage in eaidi 
district. In the Civil Ihdence Budget we find that a eonsiderahle amount 
has been allotted. But (‘oiisidering the problem before us and also eonsider- 
ing tlie fact that the whole of Bengal is no\^ under the danger of war the 
amount is quite insufficient and we should approach the Central (iovernnient 
for sufficient fund for this dejiartiuent. 

When we think of the military camps urnl aerodromes throughout Bengal 
we should think not onl\ of the safety of the hig cities but also of the small 
cities and villages. Sufficient urrungeiiienl should be made tfi save these 
people. 

When we come to the Department of Civil Supplies we cannot but congra- 
tulate (he Hon’ble Mr. H. S. .Suhrawardy. He has <levoled his w'liole 
energy and time to supply the people of Bengal with proper foodgrains 
at reasonable price.s. But for him the matter would have been otherwise. 
The steps which have been taken by G<»vernnient to control the prices is 
really praiseworthy. If the people work in co-operation with the Govcrij> 
ment and officials, then everx* one can enjoy the himefit am! reap the fniit** 
of the labour of the Hoii’ble Mr. H, S. Suhrawardy. 

As jegards the supply of for>dgrains the Government of Bengal should 
always press the Central Government, foi its proper supply dunag war 
emergency. 

In the Irrigation Department though we find that a big sum has been 
allotted, yet it is not sufficient to cope with the situation f>onsidering the 
vastness of the prob em. The Grow Food Campaign cannot be solved 
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unless irrigation works are taken up in right earnest. In Howrah no 
irrigation work has been taken up for the last 20 years, though the people 
of Howrah have been requesting the Government to take up the Kendua 
project, Kana-Damodar project and other minor irrigation projects. Sir, 
I beg to draw the attention of the Government to this direction. 

As regards the Hoad Development the Government has not paid its 
proper attention to the district of Howrah. The Government has taken the 
list of several roads but not a .single road has been constructed up till now. 
I request the Government to pay a little heed to this direction. 

In the matter of Agriculture the Government has done laudable work 
by distributing seeds and agricultural loans to cultivators. But these are 
not at all sufficient. The major population of Bengal is agriculturist and 
it is the duty of the Government to look to their interest by giving them 
loans, lands, seeds and by protecting their cattle by proper legislation. 

As regards the Industries Department it may be frankly admitted that 
Government has done much and has been doing a great deal by opening up 
various sections of industries. As industry is the only thing by which a 
nation can jfl’osper the Government should come forward to help the people 
in their effort to promote any industry. The Government should encourage 
the people with sufficient funds to improve cottage industries of Bengal. 

I find that a large sum has betui jwovided in the head Education. But 
considering the need and illiterac\ of the peoj)le the umourit is not at all 
sufficient. Large sums (»f money have been allotted for higher education 
but as regards primary edueation which ought to he free and compulsory 
the amount is very insufficient. 

I request the (L)vernment to make a propel arrangement for primar\ 
education either by proper allotment or b\ Education (M‘.ss. 

(hu* notalile item in this li(*a<l 1 find the grant of five laklis for the 
schedule caste education. This will .surelv open the e,\e> of the honouiahle 
members of the Opposition. Tlie liOague Miiiisliy is not a eommunal 
Ministry. It is a national Ministry. 

In this connection 1 beg to «lraw the attention of the Ministry to a long- 
felt Muslim <lemand of Ilefzul Koran classes in the senior and junior 
madrassus throughout Bengal and that a grant of B-s. 2 lakhs be provided 
in the Budget for this purpo.se. The object of this scheme is to create 
Hafizes wliose number is becoming .scarcer and scarcer day by day in 
Bengal. If this is not taken up by this Ministry they will be lacking in 
their «luty towards the Muslims of Bengal. 

Now in the end 1 congratulate the Ministry for their good work for the 
people of Bengal and hope they will continue to do the same and bring the 
Secondary Education Bill in this .session for its consideration and passing. 

Mist MIRA OATTA GUPTA: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, looking back 
on the last dismal year we see what great calamity can be wrought by alien 
Government operating through an unsympathetic Ministry'. Mr. Amery 
has recently stated that deaths due Jo the last famine in Bengal and its 
aftermath were of the order of a million. Non-official estimate put the 
mortality at a higher figure but even if it is one million it would appear by 
far to exceed the number of persons killed in this war over five years in the 
whole of the British Empire. Time and again we have stated that a 
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Government which does not enjoy the confidence of the people ivS a dangerous 
laft to lean on, particularly in the turbulent sea of war. But, even now 
the lesson has not been learnt and a Oovernment which is sincerely disliked 
and distrusted by vast masses of the people remains obstinately On saddle. 
We are asked to place our confidence in this Government. But, Sir, 
confidence wells up from the heart and cannot be enforced by decrees. 

Today the people of this pri>vince are living in fear of yet another 
famine. The price fixed for rationed rice in Calcutta is yet beyond the 
means of the majority of the citizens of Calcutta. And if this is so in 
February, when rice shnuhl normally be more abundant, what are our 
prospects for the months, frtun July to NcuemberP In Knghind which is 
a much richer country than cnirs, the prices of staph‘ fmxlstuffs have not 
gone up beyond ‘Jo per nnt. But the present i)revailing price of rice in 
Calcutta is 300 per eeHf. more than normal. 

It is clear that in times of war. control ot pri(‘es of fttixlstuff cannot be 
effected merely by decrech and ordinances. It is largely done bv direct 
subsidies to farmers, fishermen and all pro<lucers of foo<| from Government 
funds, as has been su('cessiull> done in Kngland and America, In fact, ill 
hmgland during one year alone a])pro\imatel\ So crorc'. of rupees were 
given as subsidy t(r farmers. In this way «»nl\ (lecte(‘-» regai’ding price 
control can be made effective In this wa^ only can tin* burtlen of hard- 
ship be evenly distributed among all sections of the pmtjile. titherwise the 
wliole unbearable burden falls heavil\ on the sluoilders of the poor. 

There is \ et no sign that larg(‘ dirca t sub.snlu's jiic y(*t bmng paid to 
farmers in order to keep <lowrj prices as nls<» to toH'ourage them to (Jrow 
More Food. Gn the contrary vast sums of money have act nail, \ found 
their way from (lovernmenl coffers into the pockets <if rich and unscrupulous 
traders. Tins is the net result of the loss suffered by tin* Government in 
it.s food purchases and distribution business. But this Government is tied 
to vested interests and shows no .sign of taking tlris vital and essfuitial step 
of .subsiilising the foo<l -growers. 

The condition of the children of the province is even more pitiable. The 
All-India VVomen’.s Conference is running destitute children’.s home but 
milk is scarce. Price of rnilk is still uncontrolled and is increasing from 
day to du\ . 

So far as we are aware, the Govcrnmeiit has not y« t made even an 
estimate of the milk requirements of the pn>vime which should be the basis 
for a planned drive for increa.sed milk produel ion. 

If the (joverniiient is really serious about saving children and nursing- 
mothers, it should add two mrire clauses to the rules the Government so 
easily frame.s under the Defence of India Acl but for totally different 
purposes. The first i.s a Rule prohibiting slaughter of cattle for the next 
two years, and the other prohibiting the use of milk for pmqioses such as 
manufacture of casein and sweetmeats. 

In England 8 crores of rupees were spent in a year for providing free 
milk to children. In England milk ha.s been rationed and practically 
reaerved for children and nursing-mothers practically from the beginning 
of the war. ^ 



132 


GEJ^ERAL DISCUSSION ON BUDGET. f26TH Feb., 


We look in vain in the Budget for any of these provisions. The prospect 
of being ruled by an unthinking, unsympathetic and benighted Ministry 
foisted on the province against the wishes of the people has become 
unbearable. 

Mauivi ABDUL WAHED ; (A voice : 

^twi ^ tsri Y ) ^ ^Ttf^f^CTT ^ 

3 r?m 

^rPfo^ ^ 

■^nc^TTRl TO ^ Vf? 

CTO ’Ufrn c^c*! <i3^ ®rrlt?r TOsrfe 

TlfrsrcTOm ^rsi ? (A member 

from the (’oalition Benches ; TOT?) I 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : I hope members will use palatable language. 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERilEE : Sir, a broomstick is always a 
boomerang. 

(Interruptions from the Coalition Btuiches.) 

Mauivi ABDUL WAHED : iTyF-Ji^*^ri 5 TOTO^ 

C.tGi9 '3?1 r.TOTO ‘*411^. ^#1^3 <1tfTO TO CTO ’ TO-TOt*flf% 

TO^ ! -srmi ■to?toti tF^t 3 ^t ^’TO to ?jtn 

(TUff <4-^*1 ■5t?'l fiT-t c^li^ TOt^ ^T3C«^-^ rTjrtf 

TO. TOUlt t^j-^feTO] TO 5 TO TO TOT C^fTO/S (TO 

(TOff i^i TO^n toic^ i 

"srtTO 3^‘5T ’fvfi ( ,i]-^ -arw^ FfiPTI TO TOTTO TO^T 

Sto Ftfro ^ ^?TO TOnir^ P<prTO^ rnic^ i 
fro (TO TOTO.^ fVcTO TOT ^rnr 3 ft< (TO 'ifro^TOi TO i 

TOv«^T Tprvf^Tr^FTft TOTt^ — Wt'.r ^^31 rr.JSi^ TOsTT} 3ffy>T^^ 

iijTOi ^ ^ I TOnoR TO, (TO i 

(Laughter) TO^TO (?y^tT:^ i?t^ TOfa (TT^ 

Tt<1 Rf ?r*T — 3TT«^ C^^T (TTtilt’tiSl TOTT^ ^TOl TO — 

^Pt i^f^l ^ 3 ^pfft ^^5 1 TO 

cTOc^ PTCTT mrtc^ I TO CTO^ srrrs 'iiTOi cTOi I TO (TOi ftn 
cn ^!TO^ 35 Tfv cTO ^TOi 1 TO fe? Ri?i to Stk 3^ i 

(TOi^i wc?i TO 'iiTO Rc^ TOi ^^.3 cbSi ^toi — P n totb 

CbStTi^'S ?ili TOT ^1 ; TO ^s “^Ttr^ ^ TO TOI^ TO C'N ?WS 
’R TO TO I TO ^gr^Ttro ^TflT*»^ 5 ta *3 to'> }»tTO (Tttti cto jti 
CTO CTO ^ c^ f |2 TO fro 

srffTO TO?w s^tro (v ^ — TO fFYfus^ 1 TO ^ fipr ^ toTO 

m ^ TO TO TO I C**^TO ^ WTO ^ ^TOfS TO TO ^ I 

TO#tT TO^ ftew =^t:TO 5t^t-?nn, <aTO TOf| 

3t^t-!pTO TO I f%T TOT ^t’TO Ftft-tfWi TO TO, TO TO TO^ff, 
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rt«f 1511 ^ <iti ^ I ftsn Ifncir 

^ C*nn C5t^, pf^l C51 ltlF3t?5T^ ItC^ iTirstsjpTf fW¥l 

?Ht^ TOTci^ I ^ (TOffc^ — ^f% citv, cn *fi ^ itr^ 

^ ci^sr^iT ^rc^Ti^ i?t^ otci 0^311 toc^ i c TOrti^ wft* 

ft#t tfvfi ^ feruft <7rt^ 031 Sio^t^ ^ n: wp mew, cweicf 

C51 le?! lt09 ^51 • 

5tn ci^ srfir^T ^strsRi ^^\^ «it«ri f^cs m 1 

!n=iti 'i’l^ in:*7 ^6 — 0^*^ -iiw imr'^nji ^ 1 # fw?T, c^i 5it^( wti'^tn 

i^?oi I ^^imn i‘i^c5 3)17 r3 cn^* C7 tt?* o7t?fi wtew m 
nr^i -iiTF^ eif^ 5t^^. 5U5 f'^i "^"^17 i c^ ^rnr'^tti 

sjf^prn 40^ i 7t^^ \; 5 ‘Tr$ ^ 1 

'17 7s^7Tf 7^1^ ''11^7 f77:7 717. C 7 ^ 7 ^- 7»f%7ff ClTTC^ 1 %^ 

FC7 CTST^rsf^. 7© 71^1 ^7t7 p’T^M TT^BTH^ ^?/?T m 7ff^C77 ^41:7 m 

*1^^ I 715^ r.7 ^371 '7^f%7 7^7t7 ^ 77^^ re7 j ^ 

t^fiT7 7^^ 75f%7??P 7?:^^ — 01717 7le7 C7rlC7 vjfirtl f^Cl 
7?r3 m I 7^l^7 ’t^f77:77 5'^F7m7t7 ^ Tt^l #1^7 f7C7 6^^ ^Tl^ 

m 707 m 7705 7 M 7 — C^ C 77 ^i C 7 f^ 0507^717 CS 7 r 7 C 7 t^ f'^CTW ! (K 1 
isrlft 5^5071 CTli^H — '3n7 ti^TiT CTt^ C7t^ '5n7l7 7*117 !! Tl-'Tll 5tfll 

mis 31^ I "SlTI 7^71717 7TT1717 ^TTT *»lfl CWle7f%^1, «tt7’^ 

blTl (»lfl 707^7 — ?r777T r5ir7^l7 »7fM707 0r57 '43*^' TTO^itl 
7f707 f^C7 3l0='7 fTTl^eTT ^77 e^Tl C7 r77l7C7T ^77 OJ] 71, 7i; 

[7T r*^C7S ^IS^ 3l7 ^77 vflTj 7] I 7fC7 757t*l 7fM7*57T7 77'5l77W ^’I’fO'tl 

r7T 7f7l7 fr-'^^-77^f7tr77 ^Ul OO 7^ CTTW •77r7 "717 7^7C7 ^^07 OfCW I 'TTTT 
^ ^r*f 7fs/ ,s^t 77? 7r7T1 mn — 

(At this stjijfe tile Uim’iile Finance Minister left the cli:iniber and it 
vas found that tlie 'Freusurv IfencheH weie empty.) 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: On a point of privilege. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The Hon’hle Finance Minister has taken 
eave of me. He will i»e coining just now. Ia*t the deliate rontinue. 

(Cries of “No, 110 “ and u])roar from tiie Opposition Henchea.) 

(The Uon’hle Finance Minister at this stage was seen to enter the 
ham her, ) 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : The Finance Minister took p(*nniMHion from 
ue. He has come now. 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: On a j»oint of privilege. When 
I general dihc*u.ssion of the hud gel take^ place is it not infringing the 
irivileges of the House for the Tieasury Henches to ubsolutely empty them- 
lelves? I want your ruling. Sir, specifically on that fxiint. 

Mr* DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Hunerjee, it im not a question of 
irivilege at all. It i» deairable that Treasury Benches should lie represented, 
)ut there are personal difficulties of individuals. The Hon 'hie BTnanoe 
iCinister came to me and took leave of me for one or two minutes. 
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Aftli/W ABDUL WAHBDs yr.^— Jf/w- :fftm 

^ ^ oiPf ^ntrsi Prc?< 

5f^r? 

I (A member from the Coalition Benches : JfZW TOF fiTOl l) 

fr® ’5rt:rt7:*^^ C’T, '®r'TTt?r ^ ^rtc^, 

f%5tOT 'srfryH 'itc^^ ^ i ^ 

^rcs’T^ c?r TO ^«F ^art=TO3 i 3t^ »fT^- 

^tfs -m -rtP? «tt7?T I cf^ 5r*F cro 

'srt'T ¥tr^ ^^7 1 ^rnrfl’r 5yT*>T'3Hf% (TT 

— 5fiff rf'JF c^riiV tipf] 57t'cit^ 3T#h?^? rtrs 

(71^ f»n? a ^•-prtifpf^i ^<t to ^ i ^ 

vijsfi^l 5T^ I FTO I 

(A member: TOi^ C'4/:^ l) <1tfVTO C^Cn OfC5^ — 

I c^wr^Tlr? i ^ ^ 

TOf*?TO TOTO — <4^ -T?Rof^ C^TO '4 rf^ =T^.3T r^TTEft? ^Ui 

UTO ^1 o«r erocT ctoi r«^c^ 4 ^ 

^^rfro vTf^ ^ ^1 1 ^ c^c3 tttj I 'yn^r^ 

:qr3^4t I (l>r. Abdul Motaleb Malik: 'J?t'sl«'rT?:‘^^ ’TTC2 ^f^r) 'St^ 

'4<fC^1 TOTO C^ I 

TO*^T TO^'^Mfs TOt^t 3rfrr5i — y^ :ir&n3i ''\on r??if^ 'zln 

^ iSt; -flT^Tf^^rCP'^ f^f*fS =TTpy» (TTtM PrC^fs^^R sT^:it*i ‘::f<r'i-^lST i’^- 

^71^1 5?:b5yfl7T 7[<j-;rTH y^TTC^, 

3rr»T 5T?rc^ i fwsimi Ft?* s 

^i'^r37ir5Ttf^'5rc^ ■fn^rt^ftro^ tfTO Pr®^?i^TO3 '‘iJt?T?pTny< ^tiTi 

'4"fC3R TO CTO*f ^ PmtprtTO '4T’'f pP yT't 

5fr?n:i^ ? tf^vj^rrc'^^ ^tur r?f ■^tovc't 

’U=jr:'l? ^ — wtrs wm ^jtts «ftC3 fro:::^ offcri wrr*; 

<4^; <t5 ?rCTO I (Laughter from all sides.) <f}^ (TT ^' 

CW^ "STt^T C51f^ 05TC-7 *71 I :[fc5TO ^ C^ 

hr^ 1 Pr^ c^TO Ptrt c^* c^CT yx^ i 

Mr. 8HAM8UDDiN AHMED KHONDKAR: Sir, first of all I must 
oongrutulate the Hon’ble the Finuiice Minister for the beautiful language 
in which Ite has shrouded the defects of his bad budget and the bankruptcy 
of the Bengal (L)verniuent. 1 shall congratulate him over again for the 
increased revenue under “Excise”, and I shall congratulate my Muslim 
League friends on the other side of the House for their achievement in 
increasing revenues from intoxicating liquor and drugs. As true Muslims 
they |)erhai>8 feel proud of this achievement ! There was a cry for 
prohibition and the result is that we have got an increased revenue under 
the head “Excise”. “Toil on and preserve yourselves for happier circum- 
stances” is the last line in the budget statement of the Hon’ble the Finance 
Minister. Sufferings of the people will be there, difficulties of the people 
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will also be there, and tliis is the sermon addressed to the suffering people 
by the Hon’ble Minister “Go on suffering, go on enduring till you attain 
to that happier circumstance whether it comes here in this world or in the 
next world.’’ 

Sir, the finance Minister in his budget statement has shown the apathy 
of the Central Government for suitable contribution to this province at a 
time when this province is really in want. Instruction t(» the Hon’ble 
Finance Minister received from the Central Government is to work out the 
salvation witliin the limits of the financial settlement and allocation of 
revenues between the Centre and the provinces and he has been asked to 
find out the resources from within tin* houiols of the province of Bengal. 
Instead of making any protest, insteail of showing any resentment he tamely 
obeyed tlie instruetion and believing in the motto “Ht'aveii Indps those who 
help themselves” has brought before this House two pieces of taxation 
measures which will be very shortly pass(‘<l into law. He knows very well 
that in previous \ears visitation of natuie in the .shapt* of Hooil, failure of 
crop, and cyclone devastated this iintorl unate jirovmee and last year this 
province was in the grip of a terrible lamine and this Ministry was mostly 
responsible for its seviuity. Knowing it fiill\ wadi be came before the- 
Hoiis(‘ with these two taxation measures. Hi* has advocated that taxation 
is a necessarv evil and the tax-juiyer*' oi the rate-tJa> eis of the (‘ouiitry 
should cui’tail a little of their personal comfort ami saerifiee it for thidr 
iieighhours and the jieople all around, for bringing in bettei conditions 
with improved sanitation, incrcas4*d sei*uiit\. eiiliglitenmcnt and prosperity. 
These taxation measures, when passed into law' and when given efleri to, 
wdll deal tlie hist blow on the (amer.s bark and will extract the last drop 
of bliKx! from the rat(*-pay(‘r irom the nearest (piurter of bis heart. Sir, 
nothing lias been said a*, to why these taxation measures W'<*re introduced 
and wliat lor has not been mentioned in the Stiiternenl of Objects and 
Reasons of the Bills and we have not seeii in the Budget any hint ahout it. 
The supjiressed hint that the llon’ble Mini.ster has given is that the revenue 
will Ih* utilised for nation-building [mrpo.ses and for the amelioration of the 
condition of the suffering jieople. AVe liave gnm* into the allotments made 
under different heads iimler different grants of the Budget, 'riiose gruntti 
are not satisfuctorv . thev w ill never fmibl the mitioii, they w ill never 
ameliorate the condition of the suffering people of the province, nor will 
tho.se grants rehabilitate the condition of the peojile after tlii.s famine. 

Sir, there was a demand from a long time for tin* rehabilitation of the 
co-operative movements in Bengal and that is a demand most essential at 
a time when Bengal was pas.sing through such a crisis, hut it is curious 
that no attempt has been made b\ the Hon’blc the Finance Minister hi 
provide funds or make allotments for the rehabilitation of the co-operative 
movenient.s in Bengal. He .speak.s of better enlightenment and by <*nligliten- 
ment he means education in the initial stage in the form of primary 
education. The allotment or the grant made for free primary instilutiofu 
is too insuffiiienf. I would tell this House and draw’ the attention of the 
Hon’ble Finance Minister to the fact that the Schord Boards established 
under the Bengal Rural Primaiy Act of 1930 are going to he closed very 
ahortly. In my dietrict there is a heavy amear of cese and there is no* 
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chance of its realisation and poor teachers have not been paid for months 
tojfether and there is no knowing when they will be paid. These poor 
teachers without regular payment of their poor pay cannot impart education 
to the children who would be men in future. There is very little grant 
left for “educational instil utions” under the head “Education”. Sir, this 
Government is a one-party Government so to say, and there are many abuses 
of various kinds c<»inniitte<l by the present Government. I shall refer to 
some of the ahu.ses that resulted from the occasional and off and on 
intereference of the Government in the administration of this province. 
Officers are often transferred all on a sudden without any fault of their own. 
Mr. M. Mukharji, Suhdivisional Officer of Faridpur, w’as transferred there 
by the first part of ll)4‘l and he had to go away from that station by the 
latter pari of the same year. His fault was that he did not concede to the 
request of the Secretary of the District Muslim League in connection with 
a criminal case in which his sister’s husband was involved. And, Sir, in 
the case of Mr. K. P. Sen, Subdivisional Officer, Gopalganj, three transfer 
orders were passed within a period of three months. Two orders were can- 
celled at the intervention of the District Magistrate for his excellent relief 
work. It is curious to note that within d da>s of the cancellation of the 
second order, tlie third order was issued. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Ymir time is up 

Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED KHONDKAR: A minute more. Sir. 
Within d (lays of the cancellation of tlie second order which was 
•communhaited from the Writers’ Iluihlings hy wire we were surprised to 
see that the gentleman was again transferred, Th(‘ fault was due to the 
fact that he himself transferred another sister’s husband of the Secretary 
of the District Muslim League who was a clerk in the local Supply Office. 

Sir, another officer by name Mr. N. G. Mukherjee a prt)fessor of the 
Hengal Veterinary Tollege 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I hope you will not refer to Subdivisional 
Dtficers and other officers in your speeili hy name. 

Mr. SHAMSUDDiN AHMED KHONDKAR: 1 cun cite .severui 
instances 

Mauivi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Many things can he said against these 
officers also. 

(Interruption. ) 

Mauivi SHAMSUDDIN AHMED KHONDKAR: Sir, this officer has 
been removed without assigning any reasons or showing any cause tor his 
removal. No proceedings were drawn up against him. He was simply 
removed. Why?* Ilecau.se he could not be in the good book of the 
Assistant StH'relury of the Agriculture Department wlio happens to be a 
nephew or nephew-in-law of the Hou’ble Minister in charge of the Agri- 
•culture Department. This was the man who was arreste<l in a hotel in 
Ctticntta for taking bribes. 

Another Assistant Registrar of Faridpur who hail only two months to 
retire was transferred from that station to Chittagong knowing fully well 
that after two months he would retire from service. The reaeon was that 
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the general election of the Central Co-operative Bank anti the re-oon»titu- 
tion of its managing committee were near at hnn<l and he was requested to 
take sides with the Muslim Tjcaguers, but he did not like to identify himself 
with any party. That was his offence. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Your time is up. 

Mr. 8HAM8UODIN AHMED KHONOKAR: Just one sentence. Sir. 
There are many instances to wliich 1 would like to refer, hut I shall cite 
them at the time of cut motion^. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I have allot ted not more than 111 minutes 
for each speaker and 1 hoju* Mr. Anandilal Poddar will try to tini.sh his 
speech in even les> time. 

Mr* ANANDILAL PODDAR: Mr l)epnt\ Speaker, Sir, the Budget 
estimates for 11144-4 ) pre^uited against a hackgnmnd of gloom and despair, 
made a dismal reading. Nevertheless, the tinaneiai statement of the year 
1944-45 breathes a candoui and humility, cdiai actiuistie of the Ilon’ble .the 
Finame Minister. I admire him for his ('aiidour and (darity of exprt^MHion. 
I admire him all the more tor his ahilit\ to pre.sent facts as tlo'y are. 

It is good toi Us to he hert‘. Let us attempt a close stmly of the budget 
provisions ot l!l44-4». The statement begins witli a reference to three 
imjiortant heads: — 

“lid — Kxtraordinarx (liarges in Imlia; 

54 — Famine ; 

40 — Agriculture,” 

The exiiernlitiire on civil defence under K\traordinar\ charges dtdiitahle 
to provincial revenues will !>♦» one crore and one crore 50 lakhs, respectively, 
for the >ears 1045-44 ami P144-45 ami the cost of Civil Supplies Department 
under this very head, which in 1042-45 was onl\ 4 lakhs mounts up t<f 
1 cr(»re and 1 crore 48 lakhs tor the years 1045-44 and 1044-45, respectivel> . 
These figures, the Finam e Minister .states, do not inrluile the losses on the 
department’s trading operations, which have been plactMl at 5J crores and 
5 crores, respectively. The total provisions oij arcount of famine relief 
in the years 1945-44 ami 10«14-45 are j^rores — 5 crores 05 lakhs for the 
current year and 2 crores 05 lakhs foj^ 1044-45. Cmler (he ht‘ad ‘‘40 — 
Agriculture” for (irow More Moo>l ('ampaigii alone. 1 cion* 55 lakhs has 
been provided in the current year.and 50 lakhs for 10J4-45. J'hese provisions 
which nearly take away half revenue of the province and eijual the total 
expenditure of the province dtiring 1040-41, are iikel\ to create an impression 
on the public mind that iiH the activities of the (h>vernment are directed 
towards the promotion ;,f |>e<iple’s welfare and that (he crushing burden 
of indebtedne.ss which being imp(».Hed upon (he province is only to meet 
the ever-growing demajul of an extraordinarily <liftieult situation created by 
conditions over whiedj, this (government had no control. We, on (his side, 
Sir,^are quite prepar|»tl to vote for any provisions made »»» (he interests of 
the people. But we mu.nt be convinced, first of all, that (be position that 
has been created is i^ot due to the mishandling of the entire situation b.v 
this Government du^ng the last 12 months, nor due to deliberate mis- 
manag^lnellt ilnd maj-administration of the affairs of the province which 
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landed the provinre into disaster and created famine conditions that result- 
ed in deaths of millions in Bengal. By this Government’s pursuit of wrong 
policies and programmes, it has bungled from stage to stage, by its insist- 
ence immediately after assumption of o£Bce on the sufficiency of foodstuffs 
in the face of categorical statements by leading officials and non-officials to 
the contrary; by its maladjustment and maldistribution of foodstuffs, it has 
created a chaos unparalleled in the history of any civilised country within 
a century. 

I am afraid, I am looking backward. In the language of the Finance 
Minister himself, we must look backward and forward, just to assess at its 
true value, the real situation. A G<iveniinenl, which competes with the 
Government of India in tlie mutter of reckles.s profiteering, in certain wheat 
transactions, should not come forward to impo.se additional burdens upon 
this province. liest I may be misunderstood. Sir I once again try to refresh 
the memory of the members of the Legislature by referring to a statement 
that “from May to August, (he profit to the Bengal (lovernment alone 
amounted to Rs. rh'f/.‘i4 lakhs, derived .solely, from sales ol wheat to Mills”. 
“In addition to wheat sales, the Bengal (iovernment earned a gross revenue 
of f) 52 lakhs from re-sale of wheat jiroducts”. 

I am referring only to a few salient points, just to reiniml the members 
of the House wliat shady transa(‘tions this (tovernment had carried on behind 
the scene, which have ultimately affected the entire province. Sir, it is 
neither thi‘ time nor the occasion to discuss the (*n(ire position threadbare, 
but the fact remains that this (iovernment has been responsible for a 
desperate situation in this province, and this (iovernment again comes 
forward with definite jiroposals for fresh taxation, fresh hurden<^ to bo 
imposed upon the province to meet the deficit to which they have them- 
selves greatly contributed. 

Sir, I will presently refer to the provisions made under the bead 
“Famine”. Sir, it appears from the budget that on account of salaries and 
establishment, a sum of Rs. I crore ami 11 lakhs has been provided for the 
year 1944-45, and 90 lakhs for the current year, us shown in the revised 
estimate. This is really illuminating. Thousands of appointments that 
have already been made and thousands that are going to be made in the 
course of the next few months, are not justified by the financial crisis with 
wliicb we are faced at the present monu’at. It would have been much 
better if this money were utilised in the sh?‘pe of gratuitous relief or loans 
to the poor hara.ssed province of Bengal. further pointed out that 

instead of 4 lakhs, spent in m2-4d for the (’i\il Supplies Department we 
require one crore and one crore and lakhs f.t>r 194‘L44 and 1944-45, 
respectively. Sir, we have discussed the question ^of the organisation of 
the (’ivil Supplies Department in the past, how pul^l^c money, instead of 
being properly utilised, has been directe<l in wrong rliannels* instead 
of utilising the trades having sufficient experience, integrity and efficiency, 
Gqyernment ration shops were opened. What gro.ss corruption, what 

iii|»otism has marked the administration of this depanfti'^^^t • How in dis- 
regard of the Government of India's decision, the Bengal 

have reduced the percentage of private dealers from to 22 per cent, only 
and placed those stores under the charge and oontrc^^ of inefficient and 
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inexperienced hands. Naturally, therefore, it has created further suspicion 
in the public mind. 

Let us now refer to the capital head, S5A, opened for larg’e s<‘ale tradiuft 
operations, undertaken by Government for (1 ) purchase^ of food^rains other 
than wheat, (2) purchase of wheat and wheat products, (d) supply of food- 
stuffs to Government emphnees iiicludinpr Civic Guards and A.H.P. 
personnel, (4) purchase of standard cloth, and .sugar and salt. 

The total capital involved in this scheme for the current year is 7U crore.s 
of which 41 crores are to be derived from sale proceeds. The loss, as the 
Finance Minister points out, due to the sale of foodstuffs to the public at 
less than cost price, has been placed at di crores of rupees and the book 
value of the stock that is likely to remain in liami towards the end of the 
year is estimated at crores. The total outla> for the year l!)44-4o is 
81 crores and loss, 5 crores. and a carry forward of 12 crores of fi)odgraiiis 
other than wheat and some oO lakhs of salt. The Hon’ble the Finance 
Minister has given us no details ns to the transac't ions rt*garding purchase 
of foodgrains and resale of the same at less than cost price. No accounts 
are furnislied as to the profit and loss accruing out of these transuotions. 
Besides, the book value of the stock estimated at 2Jt} (Tores repres(*ut8 only 
the hook value, not certainly the market value, and who knows what w'ill 
be the lo.ss on this account and what will be the further accumulation of the 
debit side. It is rather a misfortnne for the province as also f(U' the 
legislature that we have to .support proposals for provisions in the budget 
without knowing the details. Kvioi a zamindar cannot continue for any 
length ot time in this >tate (d things. He has to la* declared dis(|ualilie(l 
some day or other, and some c<nirt of wards must come to take charge of 
th(* estat(' s(t inismanagcd . ruder sfrtion HI \v(* cannot he called upon 
to vote ioi an> demands ^^(‘s*, tlo* details are pr(‘s(Tit(‘d before tlu* House 
by the Finance Minister in i»io]K*r form. How cun tin* F'inunee Minist(T 
come f(Tward toda\ willi jiropo.suls for the coming >ear of a total outlay 
of 81 (Tores and carry-forward of 12 crores of f(K)dgrains without a d(*tailed 
scheme as to how the money i.s to be invested in foodgrains other than 
wheat, how much in wheat and wheat products and what are the likely 
losse.s and profits to accrue out of these trariHactions, what will be the 
depreciation in the value of 12 crores of foodgrains carried forward. These 
things which the legi.slature must he satisfied about before the Finance 
Minister can ask the Legislature to support any demand or any provision 
in the budget on this account. I do not understand the meaning of 
deliberate depreciation. The Hon ’hie the Finance Minister has himself 
hinted in page 2 of hi.s statement that the estimated loss of 5 crores on 
these transactions does not cover the further loss “with “which we shall 
undoubtedly- be faced one day — shortage.s, damaged stocks and unsaleable 
stocks, etc.” But may I respectfully point out that this loss could be 
avoided if the Government only utilised suitable agencies for shortage and 
distribution as in Bombay and would not have neglected the basic principles 
of economics. 

(At this stage the memlier having reached the tiiiie-limit, resumed his 
•eut.; 
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Mr. A. M. A, ZAMAN: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir. (A 

joember from the Coalition Benches : << 1 ^ C51 ^ ^ J 

^ ^ I CrPrc? ^ ^ ^ i 

«rTPr ^5TC?i — ^«fi I oi ^fTiwfe ^Cf fwi? ? 

3rc^ diercT '»ftw?f^c«nr 3r?:^^ tij i ^ 

c?r5tc^ F^tcin:^ — c*hic< ofc^ ^jprr^, zlz^ 

TT,^ I ‘srpT?! ?rsfiT C5Tf%nrf^ 3^ ^- 

3^, 5t7^5f!f i(Rt>s> I FfffT ^ 

3^ Z^fPFZ^ ^Ibt'^h »''^1 ZTPR 5t^ ^ | <151 

5t9T C^5 f^»3 3t?3^ ^It^^TTrT 

4^1 ^ohl*f *1f4R^ rC31 ^ I ^^TRTS’T agent 

I 3f^i cbr?rf^ oi ^ c^5 viif% f^r^ 

C31 I T^^TtC^ ^1 3Tn53 ?? 

^ I «f-5ta flubdivi8ion.il xri Uti; tiT3T^R^3 ^r3-<l33t?r 

rty ^^!> C3ifc*F?r ^ i c^ ^ i 

(TKTc^ *\o I 5i^ yisrpr i rfST^t 

c^^ftr^ ibo ^‘’t I i ^rts^ *\a ^i^t, :jb 

5i«i, fVi bPT c^^fTR ^ ^ I 5ri^rtr^ c^^jtnr btr^ ^^l(o -.mio 

’rtr? I <i,^ I ^b■ rtsr|57 rv)^ rO rts^f^ 

^Sf^nrc^, d’^fTc^ ^’T c^c^tpR, 60 ^tri f^ crtnr b^C3 

<tia ? 4f?i ^n>3 c^ cstfr 

m «rR^ 31 C'^ryf 3t^ ^ ^nns^er^ ^ 

^'1 i fV3 3ft3T?Frft ^3 ctt ?t ^'1 

vrtrM ^ 511 1 ^Ffr^ 3Rt^^ ^ftc^ fV5,f7n 51 ^ 

C’J’K 4'^(c3 3 RI ilv I ^-g- 

Finance Ministerial "STtr^; I TO 

c«tc^ c^ ’TtM ’TT7c»nr ^<>RrTOt? (yf^z^rz^ 1 

TT^fJ PfCfll vlt^t3^ 3t5T^ '3^ <il?l^ ’TTTtt 5331 I CJ 7f^ ^fi*: fwz^^ 31 
C^Ttl?R C^f^pi CtRb^ I C^ ini^ 3 R 3 C?JtZ^ fV 

Z'lft ^ 5Tt^ I 3ttw^ 

4 srti?) ^Nl = 3 # 3t3 f% ^ (Dr. Abdul Motaleb Malik : ^ifsrtiTf^ 

fH5W«t ^ 45 ^ 13^51 0 '^tzy^ f^I«t f% ljT«t ?RTO ! VGR 

imsi C^t3 miniaterc??^ '•tS^K 1 

(A memW: ^inn C^ ^^0 Vi?) «rmtfl 3rc? ^fC^R I (Laughter.) 

WpTt3 T’^l 5'5i <il^ (If 3 ^1 ^1 (y*J 31 f^C?l 0'*1 ^1 I spR 

C31 C^ ^ ^ I 3*3n :rc^l datr? Sfif 

3 I C^ il^ffT ^<1 prop^anda ?r3TClb^ 

cn m csiti:^^ m 1 inficir ?i?i c«^-f^ 

fttfl f&<^3 ^^tcw ^41 

C^ I *aRtt*t3f J'lRC^ C*^W*l ’irpRlfw ^f3 ^isR?" W *tDI^I[» 
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'ir^ n'5T cMr5i^ <st^ Phr ^tS^rr 

(Mr. Atul Chandra Kumar; r<5) '51^ ^TT^r) ^ 

wjft^ vU^i^ PtC5 (Tt^ ^r^T’S 5ll?T=5 I ?t? 

Otri4 ^C^T? C^4l ^ STT^T ‘'C^tiT 5m ^02? I 

3^ ni^ c^ mnr? (TT^^n — <?t ^rs urn. 

fV sm C^TiP^TiT lil ^3n 'ilcn I iij ^S(T^ (Tf^fl — ^«f 

?fr5 I s?i 3n:u ^ck; imRi 3 ’ftfe. ^1% fV 

(yrr.^^ <mTr^ ^ i o ^*1 cs\ exciMw ?rn<IV«r i Pn; 

Pnr-5tn:^ -sm cptst ^rfo f^ «rc^ ^rf^ 5m ’-fm^si — 

^ ^ atiJi ^TTTsi ^ \ 3*^ fV ^un npir^ 

(Tnr4^ V cn fV t»n -in^ 

sn I 3*^ ^ r^ ^C=T ^5U ITT'TC^^ ^7^ J71 1 

cim ^ ^'' c^r5 i '-m 

'Sii c^ nib\ ^rs i =Tft =rrm r.^ 

a ’m c^ fr»»t 'j?tr.5 t ^ i 

Civil Supply DcpartmcntMij tti ( 3 *|Tt^ t>rW7T^?^ C»TmfC*»4. '*rt<tfl- 

^ I f%S 51(^1 r.irn'^ C^ vi)!T»c*t 

I5PT»^ ^in -<^ 5p<?7^ fV ui iTtigr^rttm 5T?1 <71 T5 HT^i^ ^m. C^ 

miniHterH #n ^"5^ srfyrQ?:?^ irpn^ 5m 5Tf?n c^c*t^ c?imf ^rc=!r 5Pt^r«rm 

C5t!f, ’srmtTm^ Tarmin^rr 5 •iUnc^^ 5m^ dizb i 

^ f»fe 5^ ^ 'HJ MTm^ frcil fsr^ ‘Hx frTfl 0^ 

lr\ I 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : Your tirav in up. 

Mr. A. M. A. ZAMAN : -sfpy wxjond, Sir ; 5T^ '^rs WC9 

5T?c^ ‘^ivx ^ *4^ <0\ ^Pf] Sdrc5 i ^ 3 *^ c^ rm 

ministry prcvfeCeH (?I ’PBi' 

(The memlier having reached the time limit resumed his neat.) 

Mr. P ATI RAM ROY : arpr^tir :r7::?rm5 ryi Budget spt^h fnc^cism 

^ Tm fvc5T -nt-i 3nu?^d; :o (TFfft S<nr 

ty^ TOTCf I '®rTf^ C^ ^^-hedule caste iidyirniion^^^ ITJ^T Ol 

a C^rctClR litU5 fef^ Schedule casto^?^ ^'55l’351 I 

4tr5 <?r«n Tm >5>8o-8^ ^ yTr^fe^ x so «r? a uormf^, 

T^Jim 0^ TT? KV] irc^ :j ;. ?r«r tppBr 1 atu f^ 

CTC^ wmc5 ■«r45 ^vfp, vffrm^ «rf^ ^ i 

ipfar ^fuFH TCV Denial Policy y? PtClffW ofW« vtf%3jn 

TU3f ’tf%*i 4un ’ms (mf<m 5c?r — Tt'f5 iinr 'crtwm 

^iPTOTT ^ C^ 53TU5 ?n I ^^9 9^ 4m-5TS^ eeiae 

WflTOfftR ^ wyj ^Jf%1 *|t^i 
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’Trt ^ I c^rtTf csfc^ ^ i 

'^^w^ of^ (?fwc^-5t ?r^ tpnr 

TOJ c^R ^ , ®wr3?i c^rTR^ 7fci>^ i cgrt ^R R 

^ wnm c?c^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^fiH f% 

tfT^rtw^^ I <ii^’f ^1 ’[ts «it^ iStDrft r ^vf5 

c^ tj R ^ I 

^ ^rrRr^ agriculture, famine and extraordinary 
chargeBoq^ ^ ^ C^TC^ I 

Grow More Food Campaign<ij^ W ^3 StTI ^ TOICW I ^:58^-8^ 

TffR «fi^ =TOT efv ^0 Ttwt? ^rin ^ ^s>8s:h88 ’rtccr i^ics^ 

^ cvrfii 0 ^ n>:5 rw? i ^J588-8^t if?i ^ir^ 

^ C^Flff 00 ^ i?^fl I <il^ Grow More Food Campaigned? (?i' Cib ' ^ FC»TC^ I 
?r^ c^ r?«fi ?tTO ?t:^i ®rf? ?nn:?, 

fe? c’l^ttui I int 5r^f^i =nr? cTt'^^tT I &t?n ftrc? ?^- 

officer TOir^, ?1-5fer ^fHor (Tt'Q?1 TOR^ 

&Wi?i cv^ I c*^ Ri ?Ti 

^ c^ irni?:^ ?tr5 ^c? ’F?? 51 1 

0 ^^ f^C^ IR <4^ ftw ^'3^ 51?!:^ %W?^r?^PR)1 

ficS I ’5f^ c?^ ft«r ?ifii^ «ft'3^r? srt i src^ 

’r*n< C-'fCS' 5tsrt?^ TTSTT? frript? ftw ?§ 51:?| l Permission froi 

?R ^ '5rf?r3 ?r3?i c^r?r ftsr ^ ftsr ?g 

yoj I 

f?Ftr^ c^'?i c'^n:!? ?!?:?? i?5ic? 

?R I i^r?n c'^fcsF c?i^’3 %?? i^ «r?^ ^ 

5^1] 111 I faminevii? ^t?n ?T1 TOO? ( Free kitchen 

C^r^ 5^ l-R r.5f«fl ^t? 0?^ I ^?» d’JTR free kitchenvij? 

'«TWPF5i ?! cTT'^rro? rtm? rw? in?n ^ru ?fc? tott^ ofnir frc? 

free kitchen ysf | 

'5r?<t? ^ 51 5W? 5t8^ 3 ?3 TO^ I ^ 

?1 ?R yw? 5twt? C^Tf?^ TO TOT C‘^C5J I ^Rf <i)ffT ?rR 

R?T rMUS I ?R -sm ^ C^ f?CSTO? TOf^ C^O?? 1^8 

?F??t? SRT C5t^ I ^FTR ?tCl 5it*rft? Crft^ — 

Mr. CHAIRMAN (Mr. Kiran Sankar Roy): Your time is up. 

Mr. RATI RAM ROY ; irtu fR i 

Mr. CHAIRMAN : I am sorry I cannot allow that. 

Mauivi AHMED ALl MRIDHA: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, 1 have 
heard the speeches of the honourable members of the Opposition for the 
lust three days. They have spoken one word here and one word there 
against the budget. But our surmise is that there is not a word to be said 
against the budget and the members of the Opposition have not courage 
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i®ough to t^e their stand on true facts. Sir, I do not use the words just 
to congratulate the Hon’ble Finance Minister just for the virility of the 
language but, Sir, I would only like to tell the House that we on this side 
of the House are entirely satisfied with the provisions that have been made 
in the budget for the coming year. If anybody wants to say anything 
against the provisions, he will not be giving a correct picture of the situa- 
tion. That is why I say, Sir, that my friends opposite have not taken into 
conside^tion even a single item of the budget; they have not criticised a 
single item of the budget. They have only harped on the old theme of 
saying “People are suffering on account of famine and the Ministry' is not 
doing anything.” 

Sir, this reminds me of a situation that was created in my village by 
a young boy. He set tire to a house and when (he fire was ablase, the house 
was about to be burnt down and the confiagration was going to spread, 
he was dancing with joy and cried: “Who is there Just come forward 
and put out the fire. Sir, such an attitude is only befitting of a madcap 
and not of any other man with any grain of sense. 

Everybody knows that the last Government had to be thrown out on 
the 29th March and the present Government came into office on the 24th 
April (Dr. Nalinaksh.4 vSanyal: Or thrust into office). Everybody knows 
that in July 1942 crops in different parts of Bengal were destroyed. At 
least in my village 1 can tell the House there was complete destruction of 
aman and aus crops. By July 1942 wo bt^came landless. 1 myself appealed 
to the then Cabinet mem'b'ers. I approached Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee; 
unfortunately he is not here at the present moment. On many occasions 
I approached the Nawab Bahadur of Dacca us he was then the Food Supply 
Minister, but he pleaded inability to help us. That was the position, Sir. 
This tragic situation continued until the influx of natural calamities, and 
we had torrents of death. The prices of foodstuffs were soaring high and 
still nothing was being pixicured. There was no procurement scheme to 
get foodgrains from outside the province. No information Mas sent to the 
Central Government or to England about the fw)d shortage. The whole 
thing was kept as a secret. Then there was a tragic development and 
ultimately the old Ministry had to M'ulk out, and the new Ministry came 
into office. The House was thoroughly dissatisfied with the conduct of 
Government by the old Ministry and the province was also similarly dis- 
satisfied. They had to make room for lietter men. Now, Sir, the situation 
at that time was as if the house had been on fire, the fire was ablase and 
nobody was anxious to put out the fire. And then the present Ministry 
assumed office on the 24th April. Now, Sir, anybody who has got ability 
and imagination M^ill admit that it will take some time to tackle the food 
problem in all its immensity and in all its diinenKjons. Foodgrains have 
to be moved from the United Provinces, Ontral Provinces, the Punjab and 
even beyond the sea, from the neighbouring provinces of Assam and Bihar. ^ 
Nobody knows what difficulties were created by the Congress and by the 
Government in those places, so that foodgrains could not be brought and 
local sympathy could not be aroused, because there was nothing in black 
and white in the Secretariat to show that there was any well thought cut 
plan. 

to 
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The situation was there in Bengal. Therefore, Sir, the calamity was 
there and all of a sudden it could not be tackled overnight. It was due 
to failures of men belonging to the last Government. The great men of 
Bengal, the present Ministry, specially the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy, the 
Hon’ble Mr. Goswami and the Hon’ble Sir Njizimuddin, tried to put things 
right not once but many times. Everyday they were busy, busy making 
all sorts of efforts to put themselves in possession of reliable materials for 
the presentation of a representation to the Government of India. What- 
ever could be humanly done was done. You know. Sir, Lord Wavell came 
to Calcutta when the information was there available after the food drive 
It was only as a result of the food drive that the Hon'ble Mr. Suhrawardy 
was able to place all the facts before the Government of India. Then alone 
Lord AVavell took interest in Bengal. He came to' Calcutta, saw the picture 
with his own eyes and was impressed with the terrible conditions then 
prevailing in the city. He also visited rural Bengal and then the military 
help could be had. Once it started coming, it came in sufficient measure. 
Now we are happy and there is not much misery. The machinery is definite 
and complete. We are getting everything and we feel that there is not 
much room to be anxious about but the members of the Opposition in their 
wisdom tell us half truths sometimes, untruths sometimes and also false- 
hoods on other occasions. If steps are taken to control prices, they ' say 
that stocks must be had first and if any measures are taken to check any 
fall in prices, they come and tell us that a minimum price has not been 
settled.^ These are the kinds of talks which wc hear from the opposition 
side. They have in their wisdom behaved in tfiis non-hel))ful way. It 
. is not worthy of them to behave in this wav. They would like to see the 
people continue to suffer. Their voice has no effect on the country. That 
is the situation. 

In the first page of his Budget i^peecli, the Hon hle Fiuauce Minister has 
referrtMl to the estimates under three heads, viz., “Ud —Extraordinary 
( hurges in India , “o4 Famine” and ”4(1 — Agriculture”. Tliese are the 
three subjects to which he has paid liis ]»e.st attention. Tlie provisions 
under E-xtraord inary Charges have been explained. Anybody who look.s 
through them will see what (government have done and are doing and the 
Members of the Opi>osition do not care to reatl. 

I have only a few minutes more at my disposal and 1 hope you will be 
kind to me for I have many things to say. The members of the Opposition 
do not know the situation in the countryside. They make only speeches 
here and we are the people wlio know where the shoe pinches. We know 
what hunger is. Just consider what was the situation in the countryside 
before! loday we find the ”Urow More Fooil” campaign is having its 
effect. The cattle are purchased for the poor. Today we are in a position 
to see that peace prevails in the countryside. Today we also see many 
^other thinge— sanitation, rural public health, etc., in the countryside. 
They are getting enough money for these purposes. When we see how 
Attempts are made to look into the grievances of j>eople and remedy them, 
we (miinot but have admiration for the present Ministry. We o^iunot but 
admire them unless of course we have our eyes shut. We must say ” Bravo, 
to the Treasury Bench. We do congratulate you. We have come here 
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to tfeU you that we are grateful for what the Govemmeiit have done. The 
poor people want more and that is the demand of the oouiitry. We are 
getting and the people are getting. Try and get us more”. 

Mr* DEPUTY SPEAKER: Your time is up. 

Mauivi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: One minute more, Sir. Tlie position 
is this. There are .some diffiniltie.'i which we all know. I would rei>eat 
“We know you are moving in the matter. You please keep on nuiving 
for the removal of all obstacli's that may he there. We know that you are 
busy and you are moving in the matter. But please be quick”. Sugar 
we may or may not have at present. But there are enough possibilitieiii of 
producing sugarcane in .siifiicient (juantities. For producing sugarcane* 
please take by any meau^ whatsoever all steps at your command for the 
help of the Treasury, the help of the Police ami any other agency. Sugar- 
cane is the best problem before the oimntry. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Your time is over. Please sit down. 
Mauivi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: 1 do not object to the dt^erters of the 
Muslim League and of tlie Congress. (Interruption.) They are now in 
difficultie.s and w’e do not cure for them. The country does not care for them. 
(Interruption.) I say t(» the ('ongres.s — otheiul Congress Party — come 
forward and come over to the Muslim I^eugue. ( Int<»rrupiion. ) They 
know the people. We do not care for religion. The country is in such a 
position that it (‘ould not have anybody else. These people want independence 

of defeatists. Defeatism i.s backward in any walk of life 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Your time is up. Please sit down. 

Mauivi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: 1 hope llis Kxcellenry will under- 
stand — 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: f have allotted 10 minutes for each H}>eaker 
and I have given notice <if this before. You have taken lb minutes and 
I cannot allow >ou any more time. 

Or. 8ARAT CHANDRA MUKHERJEE : Mr. Df^puty Hpeaker, Hir, 

Tj; 5f5T?n ^ 

mi 

^rrm ityn =TT?:5r|?"srfe^‘t 

I Tmt-fT. ^ftnrpiw, i 

s ^ t ^> T K*T ■zfprM-mPt 

^ isr^ ^ I 

<tTf^ TORT nfrs ^ fVl «ugar*coated quinine pill 1 

tfT5 i ^ 

m' I frfein; Ext»- 

ordinary Cliargee in India, Famine Agriculture W V TBl I 

fVi (?fr cftm, tbt 
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13151 tn3rt5R '»I1C5 4^ OFV isff^si CTC45T I "t55t?n 

^ >131 TOlt 515 55, ^ C' > t N5 l ° T 55 45^ 5^ StiR 

<VM5I3K5 C4t*r^ TfCT '5’Sf%i5 55 4 %nr ftw ^f551 

<7rR5tCf5f 5f5C^C5C55Hffe*tTf%C55 5^51515155 <^"5 f% ^f!|^ 
5f5515 I ?^1C‘''tr5 5f5l, 4l5lC>f5 53 f^55T5 5t? I 515151 4MI155 

ftfl NC55 'il»lni WCt55 53 I ■ai5f»fg ^I5l51 5lUfe*l 'Il5l51 #k55 5f53l5 | 

5rf5gTlg ?5H)5 CT:*t 315151 55 5151?51 5f55lC3 I 

C5C*15 5^515 555715 ^ 5l5't fV 45'‘t1 f53l5 ?ff551 (yfs1C5 Srft 55 l 5 

5tC5 C5 ?'515 45513 ^5 ?©C5l*rr5 551^ I 4? ^i;5i5 315135 555i 

51 5151515531 51?, fesf 51 451 3f55TU5'S 5171 Sf^ 55 I ?5l5 751 53 S*15< 
(551 f5«lt^ 3l5lt3 315C35 C7l5 •fift't 5 I? | 5lrl5i 55l 5f5b l C 5 

5lf^& 3 1fl5l¥ 31535C^ u.? 0515^ 54*115 751 5l?ft | S(15C^ 35li?t35 

•rt!15ft7 ■!t35"r5‘ii 4? 5f53 C'*t5 55«i? 5lf5ri, 5lrS5 51? I 5^1311^33115 

47f^ 7g’3tC3 51*6131 C5C55 5f53 31535^5 4517^ nfl-j 55715 

515155 C 5 l>^l>J 715153 53153 51 «T?in (51551 7f55) enT»ff 5 7 ( 5(55 | ( 51 ( 5 , 5 tFl 7 , 

R515, 551 ?fC5n, 5«>-tr(5l <551 ®f|51l5 5fa<15 €151(55 71C^ ?7l7I [5(75 I 55715 
5t9lp »0 51515 (71(5 3 I? 1f(5(*|5 *1155315 f5» !n:7 gT5 7f^<rf5 | ( 5(55 S?(Ti 

5^»1"1 faf51 31535(4 715 ® 5?5 I 31535151 515(31(5 t3"f35l5 7(5(5^ 

?5l5 C7l5 5^5 5^ I 71(?pi 5(75 5f^*t5 <<1? 51tfK5 '4157] ( 715.3 515151 

7(55 51, (51 715K55I ^51 C3l5Kw5, (31551 75 I 71(tpT 7l53 5(55 quit 
India — <0 ctI Jilf^m 51X3 41551 4151(55 (!»*( 571 7(55 I ??K 33 555 (^ 
5?«t 51 315 5K75 4t1g 5K5 C5141?4 (5(l5 3153 7(('4-5 7 f 5 ff 5 trU5 4551(5 

4K4155 4l5« 5?5 | 7(5 (53^' 451 (5(1? 7r5I11 4574 T?r55 | 54l7J t|Wl 

(5(15 (55717(55 54 557K55 17 45445 7(551 531 ^ 575 5(45 551531 7i5(^ 
4lf'’'1r55 I 511515 555(5 51^ 751 5(511 31415 453 5?(5 | Tf® 4l'5fB7 
54115 il?l5 57?(715 5115 3 5;fe5 5lf5*J(1 n 5^5(5 ?rl5 ^0 (7lf 5li;(3 ^ 
47ff 35154 5K7? 4? 1^15(55 5^1 Sl?lf?l3 7(551(45 I C53t(5 4«|' (5(%g- 
?f7t5 (5(4(75 5K5 5Tr53 5?5K5i 3l4l5 55l'(5> 54 (5lt? 5 t C41 I ■!l3l'(5i.«1?5 

115TB5T af5-f5W(55 7ll 511111 7{51ll (1155 ?pd 7(^33 7‘^ (515 5f(55 5l? | 
Exoiao, Stamp 451 other taxes 7K5s ^(45 7ll 5f4(3 Tll'lT (515 7(55 51 ?, 
451 31415 5K1 51(1 5<54t? 51415(55 4'.^^ 77115 7ll ?p711 7 ( 5 (3 €l4t5 (41^ 
1351 4?5K^I 

5^fvs;75 f^71 *[*13(1 51141 (51 5l5 5?|-[i -||(.m *1(513 5?5K4, 511 ( 5 . 417 ^^ 
W4 515 (5155 f51 7(551 47 47 (4l7(7 3141(55 75l4 75(4 (^(75 7(551(4, 
6fSC45 515 515 IrOyl SOOs, till 51 5(5 (53Pl3 4?5K4, {3l1#l5 54 5l5 (5155 

41 Tf 41 4^ 7%1 4t#5f5 7f551Cf 3l5 4? (5 CTtf (Tit ?t7l5 515 31415 

4ll'731 (71115? 515 C5C15 65(5 Sft5Kf, 5l5 755l5l5l 315E55 7?- 

4W«5 4l' 4?51 51415151(5 53 4?C453l5 5ll4l 55715451 411 Relief PtopTganda 
7157 7(ll41 I 45531(5 7f5C45 C5 5l5l5Cl5 5t5l5T-C7dr8f4 (55 5111 3 ( 4(3 51 
*lf(f I 7l7 7fr7f»l3 51(7^ 4f33tK1 14(7(55 >{1^5 Til *f7H 7^ 5 lt 
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4fcth f 1%%^ tfftf 

Gift'S I ^f%3rr4T Salee Tax fi%<t f^irfC!S[ I 

wTff ^Ttirs “Ttij JTtst^ c^'T^sWifspr ftftm 

^*fi v^ffVc^ I ^!?n TOT TOT^ lr*iTc^ 1 

c^vtTO TT<tc^ «RT srtfft 

ftw 1 ?nc?f| (Tfci «iit ^5! ^nrr^ i ^St?un ^stro^rc^Tr »r« ^ 

^|T«f frts: i ^^w^ 'srvrXw ‘jjr*! \ ^nt^nn 

w:c<t ctfrf^ ▼fiRt4 wkt cvtsi- 

<:fva^5 ‘Tft I 

Sir HARI BANKER PAUL: Mr. SjH^akor, Sir, it iti with an anxious 
mind that I rise to speak this afternoon. The Hon’ble Financa Minister 
has given us a dreadful picture of the present day Bengal. The effects of 
the dire calamity that passed over Bengal last year and disease and pestilence 
coming in its wake and now stalking the land in all their nakedness have 
been fully reflected in the Budget presented by Mr. Ooswaiiii. The present 
is horrifying, the future is perplexing, bleak and grim. Staggering defloit 
has been disclosed in the current Budget. The pro«iMH;tive deficit for the 
next Budget is equally staggering. The estimate.s for the current year 
place the revenue for the c'urrent at Rs. 131 croros d4 lac^s and that for the 
next year at Its. 21 crores 97 lacs. As againsl this, expenditure for the 
current year has been put at 112 crores (14 lakhs and that for the next year 
at Rs. 30 crores and 43 lakhs. The n*sult is that Bengal faces a deficit on 
revenue account of Rs. 11 crores 29 lakhs in the current year and of Rs. 8 
crores 40 lakhs in the next. The total deficit for tliese two years would 
thus amount to about 20 crores, a staggering sum. The time is uncertain 
and unforeseen demands on the Exchequer are almost sure to happen. The 
actual deficits are therefore likely to be more than what have been calculaUnl 
by the Finance Minister. I apprtM-iate the difliculties of the Ministry but 
what is more needed now than ever is the right and tactful handling of the 
situation with a true and correct perspective of things. The circumstances 
which have proved to be instrumental in contributing to such huge defleit, 
I agree, are beyond the control of the province to a great extent. 

The Finance Minister has stated that the trading operations of the 
Government Department of Civil Supplies on account of the procurement 
and distribution of food-grains would involve the Government in a loss of 
Rs. 3J crores and 5 crores in 1943-44 and 1944-45, respectively. In so far 
as the object of the Government to embark on these trading operations is 
the ultimate stabilisation of the prices of food-grains and other articles of 
daily consumption to more reasonable levels and within the purchasing 
capacity of the masses, it is a laudable one and every one would quite 
appreciate it as such. Whether the Government have succeeded in their 
objective is a different question altogether But as in the last year Govern- 
ment have only given us the figures in outline and in round number. They 
have not placed before the House any details of these trading operations. 
Allegations have been freely made against the activities of the Civil Supplies 
D^mrtment and great doubts have been expressed in many quarters regard- 
ing these transactions being carried on in the proper way. It would have 



m 


OMTEEAL DISCUSSION ON BUDGET. [26th Pkb., 


been in public intereei that the GoTemment should have given the fullest 
details of these trading operations. Such an action would have scotched 
any public misapprehension on this score and thus raised, the Government 
in the estimation of the public. I would, therefore, very strongly urge on 
the Government that they should take the House into their fullest confidence 
and place all facts before it in course of the discussions on the relevant 
demands for Grants. 

I do not, of course, minimise the gravity of circumstances prevailing 
in Bengal. Bengal is practically in the war zone and it is quite under- 
standable that expenditure for Civil Defence admits of no shirking. And 
it is quite possible that expenditure under this head would be pretty large. 
Further the devastating famine that has swept over Bengal last year causing 
the greatest havoc in the history of the province has also occasioned a huge 
expenditure to meet the situation and this has added to the size of the deficit 
in the current Bengal Budget. The Grow More Food ( ampaign too started 
on an All-India basis has been undoubtedly responsible for a big expenditure 
in this province and the continuance of the campaign would also entail 
a large amount of expenditure to make it a successful proposition. 

Now, Sir, this is the dismal picture of the financial and economic situa- 
tion in Bengal. It is no use blinking facts; and situation however dis- 
quieting and terrible has to be faced and the problem of finance has to be 
tackled in a statesmanlike way to make the best of a bad bargain. Reduction 
in the volume of expenditure through planned economy is the need of the 
hour. What is pertinent to observe is how' far the Government of Bengal 
has exercised effective check over the items of expenditure under the heads 
of famine relief, Grow More Food Campaign, gratuitous relief, cultivation 
of waste land that have offered a large scope for regrettable malpractices. 
Bus id enforcing strict economy in these and other matters without affecting 
the eScienoy of adtainistration relating thereto there are three recognised 
methodl> of meeting deficits: (1) larger subvention from the Centre, (2) 
borrowing from the Centre, and (3) increased taxation. 

On the revenue side, the most significant part of the Budget speech 
delivered by the Finance Minister is a clear hint for more and more taxation. 
With the art of an orator, the Hon^ble Minister has tried to present a nice 
oonoeptioE of the State aa an institution of service justifying the imposition 
of now taxes whenever necessary. In the midst of complete economic 
prostration that has laid the province low beyond an early recovery conse- 
quent upon the terrible ravages of flood, cyclone, famine and widespread 
peatilence, it is inconceivable that measures for fresh or enhanced taxation 
have any scope for imposition. The masses in Bengal have definitely been 
reduced to a starving nation of beggars helplessly striving to anyhow^ keep 
their body and soul together. The cup of Bengal’s misery is full to the 
brim much helped in this respect by the burdens of taxations imposed by 
the Provincial as well as the Central Governments. And any new measures 
of taxation at this stage meet the Bengal’s deficit Budget will precipitate 
her complete collapse beyond all redemption. Only recently, it should not 
be forgotten, the Chancellor of Bengal’s Exchequer has presented us with 
two taxation meaaures of very serious consequence to all sections of the 
community — I mean the increase in the rate of Sales Tax and the 
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Reagal Agricultural Income*tax Bill on the point of definite enaetmeat. 
We must not lose sight of the fact that from 15 crores the figures of ihm 
normal budget Bengal’s revenue has been forced up to 22 crores or there* 
about in a ruthless manner. And there is definitely no scope for any increase 
in it through fresh taxations. Then again borrowing from the Centre has 
been pursued relentlessly. I cannot entertain this idea any more as this 
tantamounts to nothing short of mortgaging the future of the province 
which we can ill-afford to do with the future well-being of the province at 
heart. The only course left to us is to .secure subvention from the Centre 
to meet the huge deficits. Famine has b€»en recognised by Lord Wnvell 
to be an all-India problem and naturally the financial obligations should 
therefore be an all-India one and fuiuL to meet the expenditure in this 
respect should be in all propriety secured from the Centre. The Grow More 
Food Campaign has certainly the same merits to deserve heiiig financially 
helped by the Centre. In fact, a substantial subvention from the Centre is 
not only the one course left to us to fall back upon but it is the most 
reasonable and effective way through which the province cun wriggle out 
of its staggering difficulties and be saved from the impending disaster and 
complete ruination. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8ENs Sir, the budget discloses a deficit of 
Rs. It) crores and (io lakhs of which the Hon’hle Finance Minister is not 
afraid or ashamed. The deficit is sought to be explained mainly by three 
items, viz., KxtrarodinarA Charges, Famine Relief and Agriculture. The 
two big accounts under K\truordinar\ Charges arc Civil Defence and (Hvil 
Supplies, the former consuming 1 crore and the latter 4J crores. 

Of 1 crore under (’ivil Deboice more than one-third goes to the construc- 
tion of air-raid shelters. From the manner atnl the muterials with which 
these shelters are generally constructed, one has reasons to suspect that a 
considerable portion of this amount goes to anything but making the pits 
usable and the structures strong and dependable. Quite u lot goes to provide 
the “Burra Sahib’s”, “the ( hhota Sahib’s” “my pound of flesh”. I 
believe that considerable economy may be practised in this direction if 
proper scrutiny of tenders is insisted upon an<l proper sufiervisioti maintained 
with a little honesty at the Centre. 

Of 4i crores under (’ivil Supplies the cost of the Department is 1 crore, 
the balance being accounted for by the losses on the Department’s trading 
operations. The Hon’ble Finance Minister assures us that there will be 
further losses on final adjustment of the account. 

It seems that the newly created Civil Supplies Department ia vying 
with the much pampered Police IXjpartment in consuming the tax-payer’s 
money. This year it is one-third and the next year it will be one-half of 
the police account. It is absurd. I woiuler if the Government mean to 
make the Department look respectable by making it costlier from day to 
day. Thinking of the manner the Oovenniient have appointed the extra- 
vagantly highly paid staff and the numerous hands to handle ciiil supplies 
and also thinking of the Hon’ble MinisUT for Civil Supplies with a princely 
salary and with what else I don’t know at the hem! and of the milliofia 
of people dying for want of a morsel of food, I am reminde<l of the following 
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two lines from a Chinese poet who describes a similar catastrophe in his own 
unhappy land — 

**Meats and wines are rotting in j^he mansions, 

And human bones are rotting outside their doors. 

The procurement operations of the Civil Supplies Department which 
cause the Government enormous losses should be subjected to the scrutiny 
of a competent body of experts. In the absence of such an examination we 
cannot be satisfied that the procuring agents are not making capital out of 
people’s starvation in more ways than one in collusion with others who are 
in a position to help them. 

On Agriculture which claims 1 crore and 35 lakhs of rupees I shall rest 
content with the observation that all money spent on mere propaganda is a 
futile waste. The kind of ‘'Grow More Food” propaganda that the Govern- 
ment do, vk., by posters in the city walls and by slides in the city cinemas 
and notices in gentlemen’s newspapers, would be something if it were 
intended to grow **aus** and “awin” paddy in the streets of Calcutta, Dacca 
and other district towns. 

Among other items that go to account for the deficit is the Jail account 
which marks an increase of 150 per cent, over the last year. The Hon’hle 
Finance Minister explains that this is due to the increase in the value of 
foodgrains. May be to a great extent ; but does he know that there is 
another bottomless pit in jails which has to be fed perpetually, viz., the 
cupidity of the jail officials? I have known it personally as a prisoner in 
the Dacca Central Jail years back and have had it confirmed recently a 
non-official visitor of the same jail. It is high time the Government took 
some steps to close this pit. 

Another big item outside Extraordinary Charges is the provision of 
Rs. 109 lakhs for the repair of the Damodar Embankment. In this connec- 
tion I may only mention that the Damodar embankment is esesntial for 
all-India communications especially the East Indian Railway which is a 
Government of India concern. So the Government of India should be 
asked to bear a substantial portion of the costs. 

So much for the justifiability of the deficit. The deficit might have been 
a little more if the Government cared to spend a little on items that really 
deserve consideration. I may only mention tw'o. The educational black 
out in secondary schools and primary schools has been allowed to remain. 
Secondly, the case of the security prisoners has gone by default. Small 
allowances have indeed been granted to the members of the families of 
some security prisoners; others have been left practically to starvation. 
Security prisoners lying seriously ill and hovering between life and death 
cannot have medicines and diet according to medical prescriptions, because, 
as the Government say, there is no provision. I do not know whether this 
is economy or 

Mn DEPUTY SPEAKERS Order, order. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SENS I have spoken of the deficit. It does not 
require much argument to be satisfied that there most be some deficit in 
these abnormal times and circumstances. Let us assume for argtiment’s 
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sake that the deficit has not been big considering the oirouinstaBcea, bvt 
how to meet it is the real question 

TIm Hoil*bl6 Ufa K« SHAHABUDDINs Is there any quorum^ SirF 

Ml** AAHTOSH KUMAR BASUs Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir» is it not a 
matter of privilege for the House to demand that Ministers and Parliamentary 
Secretaries who are paid out of the public exchequer should remain here, 
so that the quorum might continue? 

Tlie Hon’lllo Mra Ka 8HAHABUDDIN: It is more obligatory on the part 

of the Opposition to be present at the time of discusison. Just look at the 
benches of the Opposition. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8Us Opposition Benches are much fuller 
than the Coalition Benches. Disgraceful. 

The Hon’bie Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDINS Equal, equal. 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY. Not equal. I wish that they were! 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: There is no quorum. 

AdJoummeRt. 

The House was accordingly adjourned at 12-4r) p.ui. till 8-30 p.m. on 
Monday, the 28th February, 1944, in the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India AcL 1935* 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Monday, the 
28th February, 1944, at 3-30 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Deputy Speaker (Mr. Syed Jalaludoin Hashemy) in the Chair, 
11 Hon’ble Ministers and 181 members. 

STARRED QUESTION 

(to which mal answer was given) 

Grant of family allowanoa to seeurity prisMier tj. Dinesh Chandra Roy. 

M2a Mr. tlBNATH BANERJEE: (a) Will the Hon^le Minister in 
charge of the Home (Jails) Department be pleased to state whether it is a 
fact that — 

(i) Sj. Dinesh Chandra Hoy, now in Duin Dum Central Jail, has been 
in detention for alxmt one year under rule 2G, Defeiue of India 
Rules ; 

(U) he has not been granted any family allowance; 

(m*) he was the only earning member of the family; 

(iv) his income per month w'as l)etween Rs.60 to Rs.HO; 

(v) his house in Burdwan district got completely burnt with all furniture, 

clothes and other l)elongings at the end of May, 1943; 

(vi) his old mother, wife and son are in great distress sjx‘oially after 

the burning of the house; 

(vti) he sent numerous petitions for being released on j>arole and for a 
reasonable family allowance; 

(vfit) he has receive<l no reply to his repeated representations ; and 

(ijt) the attention of the Hon’ble Minister was drawn to these facts in 
two letters by a member of this House? 

(6) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of giving 
immediate relief to the starving family of Sj. Dinesh Chandra Roy? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon'bla 

Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin): (a) {i) and (m) to (vi) Tes. 

(it) An allow'ance of Rs.50 i>er month has been sanctioned. 

"" (rti) Several j^etitions were received from him for release and family 
allowance. 

(rtti) Both the prisoner and his wife have been informed of the fact of 
grant of allowance. 

(»») Yes, but the numlwr of letters received seems to be only one and 
not two, 

(h) The honourable member is referred to the reply given to question 

(«)(«). 
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UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(aiis¥rers to which wore laid on the table) 

Oeorease in the number of cattle ueed for agriouttura. 

57. Maulana Md. MANIRUZZAMAN ISLAMABAD! s (a) U the 

Hon’ble Minister in charjire of the Agriculture Department aware of the 
fact that — 

(i) killing of cattle for military cK)n8umptiou and unusual cattle 
mortality have decreased the number of cattle used for 
agriculture ; 

i^i) the prices of cattle have increased by live or six times the pre-war 
level ; and 

(ifi) many cultivators have stopped their cultivation for want ol cattle 
and due t<i. their inability to purchase cattle? 

{h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble Minister 
considering the desirability of taking any vsteps in the mutter P 

MINISTER in charge of tho AGRICULTURE DEPARTMENT (tho 
Hon*ble Khan Bahadur Saiyod Muazzamuddin Ho$ain)i {a) ($) Oovernment 
are aware that in certain areas loss of plough cattle has resulted from disease, 
starvation and military requirements for meat. 

(li) Yes, though not exactly to tho extent mentioned in all araas. 

(/it) No, though Government are aware that cultivators are experiencing 
great difficulty in procuring plough cattle. 

{//) Yes: 

tf) The honourable member’s attention is drawn to the staiemefit made 
in this House by the Hon’ble Chief Minister on the resolution about measures 
for stopping the slaughter of cattle moved by Dr. Dhireudmnath Sen. 

(ti) Agricultural loans have been distributed in some districts to enable 
cultivators to purchase cattle. Government are also taking immediate steps 
to enable cultivators to get more plough cattle by (1) granting them loans 
and (2) inducing dealers to bring more cattle to areas where they are 
urgently wanted. For the latU^r pun>c»P dealers are being offered certain 
facilities. 

(in) All necessary steps have lieen and continue to be taken to oombai 
cattle epidemics. 

Babu MADHUSUDAN SARKAR: With reference to answer (h) (it), 
will the Hon’ble Minister In* pleased to stato whether he is aware that the 
agricultural loan that is given to agriculturist for the purchase of cattle 
in view of the rise in price is quite insufficient for the purchase of cattle? 

Tba Hon*bie Khan Bahadur Saiyad MUAZZAMUDDIN HOBAINs 

Yeir, I am aware. So instruct i<ins are issued to grant loans liberally 

this time for the purchas4^ of cattle. 

Dr. NALINAKBHA tANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister Im? pleased 
to state, if he is aware, that, inspite of the assurances given on the floor of 
the House that sale^ for the military may be prevented, sales are now 
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taking place and only yesterday evening it was noticed that at Lalgola Ohat 
a large number of boat-Ioads of cattle were purchased and taken to Dacca 
side? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Saiyed MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

I think that the assurance that has been given by the Hon’ble Chief 
Minister is to see that the military are not purchasing themselves. But 
now the contractors of the military are purchasing. 

Or. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if he is aware that the military personnel hardly ever buy direct but 
they generally go through the contractors? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Baiyed MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN; 

That may be. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL. Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if Government are considering the desirability of stopping such 
purchases which ultimately may go to the military and thereby cause 
depletion of livestock supply in the rural areas ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Saiyed MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Government is very seriously considering this matter. 

Khan Bahadur Haji BADI AHMED CHOUDHURY: 8ir, c? 

^ ^ ^ ^ c^sr 

cvm I 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Saiyed MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

fV TOT ^ I 

Khan Bahadur HaJi BADI AHMED CHOUDHURY: ^ 

fror ^t’T ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 351 ^ m ^ ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Saiyed MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

df c®rfv ^rf^j c*i c^R c^ftr^r? 

1 

Khan Bahadur Haji BADI AHMED CHOUDHURY: ^ m 

Offpf csr ^ I 

(No answer.) 

Mr. 4. W. CHIPPENDALE: Will the Government be pleased to state 
why they have not answered question (a) (ni) ? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I cannot help it. That is a matter of 

opinion. 

Mr. 4. W. CHIPPENDALE: That is not a matter of opinion at aU. 
The question has not been answered. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER. That is not my business. My business is 
oidy to see the propriety of the question, and the answer. There ^ no 
provision in any rule to see what sort of reply Government should give. 

Tilt Hmi’blt Khan Bahadur tai^ MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN i 

Government is not aw^are that cultivation has been stopped but difficulties 
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are being experienced in many parU by tbe oultivaiore for want of cnttle 
and Government is taking every possible step to replenish the depleted etook 
of cattle. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi FAZLUL QUADIR: Will the Hon ble Minister 

consider the desirabilit}* ot passing an Ordinance to stop tbe sale of cattle 
below the age of ten and also bull-calves I' 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Saiped MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAINi 

Some such order has been passed by the Government of India but it has not 
been effective and we are considering seriously whether we can do anything 
in the matter. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon*blo Minister be pleased to 
state whether the “Grow More Food’’ I’oiiiinittee made any recommendation 
to the Government regarding importing cattle from outside P 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Saiyed MUAUAMUDDIN HOSAINi 

Yes, they have made such a recommendation. 

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Will the Uon’ble Minister be prepared 
to renew his representation to the military authority in view of the practical 
unanimity of the House on this question P 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Saiyed MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAINi 

We have been urging upon the Gtivernnient of India for action in this 
matter. 

Cases of imposition and realisation of ooilootivo llnea. 

SS. Or. NALINAKSHA SANYALl (a) Will^tbe Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of tbe Home Department be pleased to state what action, if any, lias 
been taken by Government so far to review or re-examine the cases of imposi- 
tion and realisation of collective Hnes reganling which jietitions have been 
received by Government or com plaints were voiced in tbe last session of tbe 
Assembly P 

(b) Will the Hon ble MinisU'r lie pleusetl to state — 

(i) whether he has received any representation from some affected 
peraons of Heldanga and Jiaguiige in the district of Murshidabed 
and Muragacba in the Nadia district; and 

(it) if so, what mtion, if any, has Wn taken on the sameP 

(c) Will the Hon 'ble Minister be pleased to slaU? what are tbe steps 
taken and the procedure adopted by the local officials in tbe realisation of 
collective fines? 

(d) Will tbe Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether Government 
are considering the desirability of suspending the levy of collective fines in 
view of the present political situation and changed atmosphere? 

Tha Hon’hla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDINS (a) and (b) I am not in a 

position to explain tbe action taken by the late Ministry in this matter. In 
tbe only case pending when we took office, that of Muragacba, the petitioners 
were informed that Government was not prepared to interfere with tba 
decision already taken. I do not propose to review or re-examine tbasa 
oasea: save on the Ist May in Bampurhat police-station (Birbhum), on the 
fitb June in Bagnan poUoe-station (Howrah), and recently in Dacca town, 
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to ibe best of my information no collective £jae has been imposed since tbe 
24tb April, 1943. A representation was received from the inhabitants of 
Bagnan police-station. The petitioners were informed as in the case of 
Muragacha. Another representation received from the inhabitants of Dapca 
town is under consideration. 

(c) I refer the honourable member to sub-section (4) oi section 3 of the 
Collective Fines Ordinance. 

(d) Fines are imposed for definite acts of lawlessness : if these do not 
occur there will be no fines; and the present “political atmosphere’’ is no 
ground for reviewing the imposition of fines for disturbances which have 
already occurred, in some cases many months ago. 

Import and oxport of foodstuff in and from Bengal. 

55. Mr. PRATUL CHANDRA CANCULI: (a) AVill the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the (?ivil Supplies Deiwirtment be pleased to ’state 
whether it is in the contemplation of Government to arrange for bringing of 
foodstuffs from United States of America, Canada and Australia? 

(/>) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state tbe reason thereof? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister W pleased to state whether Government 
have prohibited the export of foodstuff from Bengal? 

(d) If tbe answer to (r) is in the aflinnative, will the TIon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether it is a fact that rice is being exported from 
Bengal ? 

(e) If so, will the Iloirhle Minister l)e jdeased to state the reason thereof? 

(/) Is it a fact that rice is Ixung |nirchased by agenci(‘H even from deficit 

and tiood-siricken districts for tbe piir|K)se of exfK)rting them outside the 
Province ? 

(ff) If the answers to (c), (d) and (e) are in the affiiTnative, will the 
Hon’ble Minister l)e pleased to state what steps have been taken to stop those 
practices ? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(t) when the scarcity of ftwdstuff is likely to be removed ; and 

(n) when the prices are likely t(i (M>nje down according to the imichasing 
capacity of the common people? 

MINISTER in charge of the CIVIL SUPPLIES DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhraurardy) : (a) Several shiploads of foodgniins have 
already 1 hh*u imported under arningement made by His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment. 

(h), (c) and (//) Do not arise. 

(r) The exjiort of foodgrains from Bengal has l>een prohibited. 

(d) and (/) No. 

(li) (i) There i.s at present nt> scarcity of foodgrains in Bengal, 

(<V) Prices have also come down considerably. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to tell us when tbe last imporl of foodgrain.N arrived from abroad? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: They have been arriving 
frequently but I am not aware when the last consignment came. 
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Mr. OHfllENORA NATH OATTA: Will the Hon'ble Mimuter be pleesed 
to consider the desirabilit}’ of bringing in further foodstuffs from abroad f 

Tfl0 Hoil’bla Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDYs Imports are still continuing 

to arrive; they have not stopped. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH OATTA: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
with regard to the answer (A) (/) rice is not available in any «>f the inarketn 
in the district of Tippera ? 

Tha Hon’bia Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWAROY: 8ir, 1 l>eg to submit that thia 
question does not arise. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to tell us what is the prevailing price of rice in the district of 
Tippera Y 

Tha Hoffi’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: (Vrtain »»rders have l>eeu 
issued from time to time regarding limiting the price of rice. The maximum 
price, I understand, i.s Ks. lo per maund whcdesule. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Is the Hon ble MinisUi aware that 
the price of rice in the district of Tippera varies trom Us. 1!) to Us. 22 Y 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: No, Sir. 1 am not aware of 
that. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH OATTA: Will the Ilim’hle Minister Iw 
prepared to make an ciuiiiii\\ into the mutter ami .see if rice is availahle at 
the controlled rate in Tippera Y 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Yes, Sir; hut 1 have )>een 
tryiirg to impress upon you. Sir, th.it what the lomourahle memher is asking 
dt>es not arise out of this (jiiewtion. 


STARRED QUESTION 

(to which oral answer was given) 

Opening of controlied shop end supply of paddy in J§mor§ district. 

*110« Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: foi Will the ilon'lile Minister 
in charge of the (’ivil Supplies I)e|>;iitment lie pleuM'd to state — 

(<) wbat it) the amount of rice that the (iovernment have distributetl up 
to date in the district of Je.ssore to sell at control price; 

(ii) whether any controlled shop lui» Iteeu oi»eiied to sell rice in the 
district ; 

(iii) if 80, — 

(1) the number, and 

(2) loc‘ation8, 
of such shops ; 

(tr) what measures have been adopted up to date to relieve the peojds 
of Jessore to get rice at a moderate price; and 
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(v) the number of people in the said district that are passing tbeir 
days in starrationF 

(6) Bo tbe Government contemplate to sell some quantity of rice at 
controlled rate to certain rich men of the district for free distribution 
amongst the poorer classes of peojdeP 

(c) If the reply to (b) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what action he proposes to take in the matter? 

Tha Hofl’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: On the 5th July, 1943, the 
answer was as follows: — 


Point of Order. 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. Is it per- 
missible for the Hon’ble Min(ster to answer in a manner which clearly 
shows that it is not an answer of the present time? You will notice that 
he starts saying, ‘*On the 5th July, the answer was as follows:” We are 
entitled to have an answer now and here and not an antediluvian answer 
of six months ago. Is it permissible or do the rules provide for an answer 
of this character? 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKERa I have got to ascertain when the notice of 
this question was first given, and I think, it would be better if this question 
is held over once again so that I may look into the propriety or otherwise of 
the answer. 

Or. NALIHAK8HA 8ANYAL. In the meantime, Sir, the Hon’ble 
Minister may be requested to so revise the answer as to make it up to date. 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: The position regardiur this 
and certain similar other questions is that actually the answers to these 
questions are of no interest at this stage. 1 would not like to answer them 
at all, but if I have to answer, they have to be referred to the period of time 
when the question was asked. Now, Sir, I have passed several aneswers 
started in this form. If the honourable member desires that these questions 
should not be answered as not being of any interest to them, 1 would request 
that your office may withdraw these questions. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: 1 suggest that this question be once again 
beld over and in the meantime the Government and the Opposition should 
try to come to an agreement as to the form in wffiich the answers are to be 
given. 


Dr. MALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, we are certainly prepared to 
co-operate in finding out whether any questions that have gone out of date 
should be withdrawn, substituted or modified suitably. But there ought to 
be in the body of the answer what action is now being taken as against 
what action was taken when the question was tabled. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, as I have said, it would be 
better if this question be held over, and let us then put our heads together. 

(This question was accordingly held over.) 
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UNSTARRED QUESHnON 

(answer to which was laid on the table) 

Output of standani oloth of the Bengal Mills ami their distrihutloii. 

47. Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUOHURI: {a) Will the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Civil Supplies l>e|xirtmeut be pleased to state — 

(i) what has been the output of standard cloth from the Bengali ('ottou 

Mills up to date ; 

(ii) the quantity ot standard cloth sin>plied up till now to Bengal as 

ajfninst the quota allotted W the Proviuce; 

(ni) whether it is a fact that the Directorate of Civil Sujiplies in Bengal 
requested the Cotton Textile Directorate ti> withhold all supplies 
to Bengal ; and 
(iv) if so, why? 

(b) Will the Hoii’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) what scheme for distribution of standard cloth has been fniiuod by 

Government ; 

(ii) whether it is a fact that retailers of standani cloth are insisting that 

the {>art\ for whom a sarfr is to he purchased must appear at the 
shop for taking delivery; and 

[lii) if so, how It will be possible for punlaiHishitt women to get supply 
of standard cloth? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; (a) u) This Government do 
not deal with mills and have ii(» informatiiuj. 

(ii) The (juota due up 1<» Jul\, IJDd, ih 10*J plun (J U» plus 7:77 million 
yards or 14 fC) million yards. Tiie bulk of supplies of the first allotment 
has U'cii received. Supjilies of the seiomi allotment are now arriving. 
Exact figures cannot l>e given without refeicnce to districts. 

(iu) No. 

(ir) Di»e8 not arise. 

(6) (0 Distribution to the poorer sections of p(»pulatiou both in iiirul 
and urban areas through local bodies, selecteil co-o|K*rati ve societies, charit- 
able and philanthropic organisations, tiade iiiiirins, selected retail dealers 
under official and non-official siij>ervision and through large employers with 
necessary safeguard against profiteering and black marketing, 

(ii) In Calcutta sale of sarres was limited to women for the first few weeks. 
They are now .sold to men also on a fixed day every week. 

(Hi) Does not arise. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With regard to the question of the 
quantify of standard cloth to be supplied by Bengal Mills and their distri- 
bution and with reference to the answer iu) (//) — the quota up to July, 
1943, is the Hon'ble Minister in a position to give the information if th«i 
quota allotted to respective mills for production and supply of standard 
cloth in Bengal has been complied with by the respective mills? 

Tim Hmi’IiI# Mr. H. 8. iUHRAWARDYs No, Sir, I am not in a position 
to give that answer, but 1 ahaB make an enquiry*. In fact, I am making 
an enquiry in order to bring my knowledge up to date. 



m OBSERVApONS OF DEPUTY SPEAKER. [2 Sth Fkb., 

Or# NALINAK8HA §AiiYALs Will tjje Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if lie is in a position to answer whether the quota allotted to the 
province of Bengal from the all-India pool has been fully received or taken 
delivery of Vjy the province of Bengal? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: No, Sir. There has been 
delay in sending the quota, and as the quotas that have been allotted to 
the province of Bengal were not of suitable sizes, we have had the quotas 
revised and it is hoped that suitable quotas will be sent to Bengal in future. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if he is aware that large production of surplus standard cloth has 
been lying with mills in Bombay and Ahmedabad for a ])retty long time 
undelivered to respective provinces? 

The Hofl’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: 1 am not aware of other 
pnjvinces, but certainly as regards Bengal large quantities were held up in 
Bomhny owing to want of transport. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether Government is considering the desirability ot submitting to 
the Government of India necessary representation to enhance the allotment 
of quota to Bengal so that Bengal, at any rate, may have larger quantities 
of standard cloth provided in view of the economic condition prevailing 
in this province, together witli the necessar> traus]>ort facilities arranged 
for the same? 

The Hon*ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir all necessarv representa- 
tions have been made and will continue to be made because ^^e shall ne\er 
be able to get as much staiidanl cloth as tins province actually needs. The 
Government of India is fully aware (d our necessities 

Observations of Mr. Deputy 8peaker on the points of order raised by 
Dr. Natinaksha 8anyal and Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri on 24th 
February, 1944. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: On the 'J4th February last Dr. Nalinaksha 
Sunyul on a point of order raised the question whether it is permissible under 
section 81 of the Government of India Act, to include in a supple- 

mentary statement sliowing the estimated amount of t‘X]>enditure over and 
above tlie expenditure theretofoie authorised for any financial }eur any amount 
of expenditure which ha.s alreadx been incurred during the yeai in excess 
of tlie grant.s voted by the As.sembly. His contention is that under section 
81 ot the Government of India Act, Government must come to the House 
immediately they discover that a larger ex|>enditure — more than what wae 
pnivided in tlie original estimate by this House — is going to be incurred. 

Rai Harendra Natli ('’haudhuri in another point of order contended that 
section 81 of the (iovernment of India Act provides for supplementary 
estimates and it does not provide for placing for the approval of the legisla- 
ture expenses already incurred and accordingly both the statement and the 
speech of the Hon'ble the Finance Minister were out of order. 

The point of view of Government as represented by the Hon'ble Khwaja 
Sir Nasimuddin and the Hon*ble the Finanoe Minister is that it is the 
practice and it has been the practice of eveiy Government in every province 
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to submit estimates under this section of the Act after the expenditure hat 
been incurred and everything is an estimate until the last day of the hnancial 
year, that is, until actuals are known. 

I have given my careful consideration to the question raised by l>r, Sanj’Ul 
and also to the provisions of section 81 of the (iovernmeut of India Act and 
the preceding sections laying down procedure in financial matters and I 
must frankly state at the ver\ ouf>et that the matter has already passed out 
of my hands and it will prejudice the issue and tighten the haiuls of 
Mr. Speaker if I give my ruling one way or the other at this stage. Under 
the circumstances, it would only he fair ainl proper on niN part now to give 
a brief exposition of the facts underlying the issue rai‘<ed ami also what may 
lie and not what should Ik* inteiiiretatiou of “suppleineritiiry estimattvi*'. 

Ever since the inauguratitui of the Uetonns nnih‘i the (iovernineiit of 
India Act, Uido. it has been found that supplementary estimates placed 
before thi.s Hou.se un<ler .section 81 of the Aet did contain amounts which 
had been incurred over and above the budgeted sum during a hrianeiai year 
and thi.s practice has been followed from \ear to N’^^ar without any piotest 
from iwiy merniier of this House. It was only on the ‘.?olh Fehrmirv. HM2, 
Dr. Naliuak.sha Sanval in the course of a general di.snission on the .supple* 
mentary budget of the \ear 11141-42 made a passing reference to the issue 
raised here He sai<l : *‘1 submit that it should he possilde for (invernmenl 
to come up to Assemldv earlier in tiie course of the \eai. if additional jirovi- 
sions are necessary. |)rol)a}d\ <lunng the Autumn session before the final 
Stages are acluallx finished ' (Asseml>ly Proceedings, Volume LXll. No. 1. 
page 87 *> ' N<» specific is*ue was then rn>ed rcgaiding the interpietalioU 

of the .section, nor was it contended that the estimates were out of otdfT or 
ultra rin\<. 

Whatever might have l.een (Oir past praelice in t)»is matter. 1 for myself 
fail to understand how expenditure in <*\cess oi th** uimual grant eould he 

rrjiulaii-.t'il tiiiiltr tlit- fcurr ot .u|iiilf in a finiiiicial w-ar 

mill (liat (iMi in .pill- "t fpi-iiHc provision,, n) iIip (iovniiirnent of Iinlia Ad. 
It would not tie out of plac if I c|Uotf Iutp an oliHcrvat ion of the I’rfmdent 
of tliP (Vntrul la-ciilativp A-M-ml.ly on tin. vnrv qiindion. Ho .aid; '‘I 
think the Hou'hle Meiiiher (Sir (icorge Uuinv I will ii(riee with im> when I 
say that if moiiey lias lieen apeni almidy in exeea.i ol the trriint voted hy the 
Asaembly the (iovernmeut eiin only oonie hy way of a motion for 
ffrant. That is. I under,.taiid, the rittht I’arlianieiifary procedure. How- 
ever as the HonTile Meinher pointa out that the pradice ha. been in vogue 
for the last few vears. I do not wish to raise any objedion at this stage hut 
will see that the prooeditre is regularised in future." ( l,egislative Assemhly 

Debates, Kith Mardi, Iftifi, pages 

It is also mv eonsi.Iereil view that the passing of the iiiiiiual budget would 
lose all it.s siguificanee if (iovernment are allowed to siamd money in the 
wav thev have been doing now will.mil any cheek in excess of the annual 
grant suhsequentlv regularising the excess expenditure by way of supple- 

mentarv estimates; and no dem.K’ratic ins.tl.Uion should trdcrate it. In 

this connection 1 ida.e Iwfore you a resolution passed so far hack as .fOth 
March 184!) hv the House of Coinmons on the question of excess expendi- 
ture The resolution run., thus: “When a certain amount of exia-iiditure 
for a particular service has been determined upon by Parliament, it is tka 
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bomiden duty of the Department which has that service under its charge and 
control, to take care that the expenditure does not exceed the amount placed 
at its disposal for that purpose.” (May’s Parliamentary Practice, page 
601 .) 

Now let me pass on to the term “Supplementary Estimates”. May in 
his Parliamentary Practice thus observes : 

“A supplementary estimate may be presented either for a further grant 
to a service already sanctioned by. Parliament in addition to the sum already 
demanded for the current financial year, or for a grant caused by a fresh 
occasion for expenditure that has arisen since the presentation of the 
sessional estimates such as expenditure imposed upon the executive Govern- 
ment by statute, or to meet the cost created by an unexpected emergency, 
auch as an immediate addition to an existing service, or the purchase of land, 
or of a work of art." (May’s Parliamentary Practice, page 500.) 

Now it is for Mr. Speaker to decide whether by any stretch of imagina- 
tion expenditure in excess of the sum already demanded for the current 
financial year cun be construed as estimates specially when the amount of 
such an expenditure is mixed up with supplementary estimates. In ray 
view this interpretation cannot be possible in any other country than in 
India where it has become possible under the garb of “usual practice". I 
have already quoted the observation of the President of tlie ('entrul T^egisla- 
tive Assembly in this respect and it was in connection with an explanation 
of Sir George Rainy when he said that the greater part of tlie su])plementary 
demand asked for had already been incurred and it had been the “usual 
practice”. (Legislative As.seinbl\ Debates. Itith March. llCift. i)ages PKSM-ftO. ) 
I refrain from making an> comment on the explanation given b\ the Hon'ble 
the Finance Minister in our House given to the term “Supplementary 
Estimates”. 

It has been said by the Hon'ble the Chief Minister that no democratic 
institution can function effectively and properly if it is expected that Govern- 
ment must wait for obtaining the approval of the legislature before incurring 
any expenditure in exces> of the allotted sum provided for in the budget for 
any financial year. This i.s how a trained Parliamentarian and a responsible 
Minister under a responsible Government views the responsibility of this 
Hoirsa and interprets the codified law on the subject — laws not c^>dified by 
this House, nor by the (entral Assembly but by Parliaments of Great 
Britain where the terms “annual estimates”, “supplementary estimates” 
and “excess grants” have all derived their proper and real significance from 
the gradual growth of Parliamentary institutions and re-sponsible 
Government. 

1 shall not proceed any further in the matter, nor shall I make any 
comment on the unusual situation in the country as a result of which the 
supplementary estimates of this year have been placed before this House at 
tbe fag end of the financial year and also on the circumstances leading to 
the passing of the annual estimates for the current year at the last September 
•ession of the Assembly l>eyond this that to meet special circumstances 
apeeial wuy» and means have been provided for. It is for the House and 
Mr. Speaker to decide whether the right Parliamentary procedure has been 
lollowed in this respect by tbe Government and especially the Hon'ble 
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Ministers responsible to this House. I shall only say this much that there 
was ample opportunity on the part of the Government to take the House 
into their confidence beforehand for such unusual expenditure for which no 
estimates, according to the Hon’ble the Finance Miui^ter, could have been 
possible to be arrived at earlier. 

I shall not also make any observation as to the implication of sivtion 81 
of the Government of India Act although I have my view.s about it and I 
have given indication of the same before. I leave it to Mr. Speaker and it 
is for him to decide whether he will allow further stages of the Supplementary 
Estimates to be gone through in this House. 

Point of Order. 

Mr. 8UREN0RA NATH BISWAS: On a point of order. Sir. In view 
of the ruling just now given, will it not be fair and ju.st that the Hon’ble 
Minister should be asked to pay the money wliieh has been spent by him in 
excess ? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: That is no j)onit of ortler. 

Allotment of a day for discussion on Food Situation in Bengal. 

Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Mr Deputx Speakei. <mi l)ehalf of a very 
large section of this House may 1 recjuest \ou to alli»t a day for the dis- 
cussion of tilt' foinl situation in Heng.il. specialls flu* kind of fo<»d that in 
supplied to the j>eoj»)e ]»y tin* t inv(*rnineiit shops and tin* shops selected to 
supply rice Y 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Max I eiHjUire what is the new situation 
that ha- arisen on xx hicii x ou xxant to make a statement and f(U the (ItHCUs- 
sion of xvhieh xoii ask me to allot a <lay I' 

Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The reason is this. Itecently two stutments 
have been made h\ tx\n re-ponsible and verx high olfieials of the Govern- 
ment of India, iiumelv. Direetor-fteiieral of Food and Food Seeietary, xvhich 
aeconliiig to the inlormation in (*ur po-^session are absolutely ojijiosed to 
facts. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Just a minuti* jilease. ( an xou tell mo 
whether the (jovernment of Hengal is in an> xvay resjumsihle 

Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yes, Sir Tin* Diret ioi-tieneral has said 
that he is not convinced that the food .supplied is had and he has also said 
that the (iovernment of Henj/al has informed the (tovernment r»f India that 
the food supplied io the people is not unfit for liuman eonsmpfion. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Will you re-ume xour -eat ff>r a minute? 
The allotment td a day is not er^firejy in irx hand Gf course 1 realise (he 
gravity of the situation. 1 al-o realise at the same time that a «lay sliould he 
selected for this purpo-e, hut I xvil] liave to consult the (fovernment Whip 
whether any date can he fixed for discussi^.n of this important subject. If 
you all agree with me. if w*ill he better if you ask for the permissimi of the 
Sjieaker who is expected (o come tomorrow, I quite realise that a day or 
at least some hours should I»e allotted for discussion of this subject, hut if 
will be better if you wait till Mr. Speaker comes Viack tomorrow. 
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Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Will it not be better if a date is fixed and 
as regards details we wait till Mr. Speaker comes? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The Hon’ble Chief Minister is not here, nor 
have I any time now to discu.s.s with the Chief Whip of Government. I will 
first discus.s the matter with the Chief Whip of Government and then I will 
infonn the House. 

Yes, Mr. Sen, I hope you will not take more than five minutes, because 
I have got a very long li.st and all responsible leaders will speak today and 
I have allowed Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddiqi to .speak first. 

Th0 Hofl’bls Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, are we to un<ierstand that 
a day will be given to discuss the question which has been raised by the 
Honourable the Leader of the Opposition? 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: 1 cannot .say that now. I shall decide it 
later on. Yes, Mr. Sen. 

General disoueeion of the Budget. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: Mr. Deputy Speaker. Sir. our honourable 
friend Mr. Ahmed Ali Mridha of the Muslim League party speaking on 
Saturday pleaded for an alliance between the Muslim League part\ and the 
Official Congress party for the formation of a Coalition Ministry in Bengal. 
(Cries of “not exactly, no, no” from the Coalition benches.) We shall 
certainly welcome the da.\ when the Muslim League party would dt*.serv'e 
to ])ersuade the Ofiicial Congress party to join with tliein to make such a 
Coalition Ministry possible in Bengal. So fur uh m\ party is concerned we 
have .s^ stematically refused the repeated overtures from the Muslim League 
party to join with them in a (\mlition Ministry so long as the Muslim 
League claims to he the sole representative of the Muslim community in 
India, a claim which the Indian National Congress has refused to concede 
to them. Sir, 1 was listening with amused interest to Mr. Mridha ’s 
indignant references to the deserters from their re.spective parties and also, 
I was watching with no less amusement the rebuke administered to him 
after his speech by one of the few Hindu deserters from my party who by 
their dasertion made the Muslim Ix»ague (iovernment possible in Bengal 
(Nawabzada K. N.\SAi{rLn.vn : Question.) Incidentally Mr. Mridha may look 
round among the Muslim League High Command in the provincial as well 
as in the All-India League where he will find foremost positions occupie<l 
by people who are really de.serter.s from the ('ongres.s. So far as we are 
concerned in spite of our existing organisational aloofness from the Ofiicial 
Congress our allegiance and attachment to the great and supreme national 
organisation remain uu.shaken and unabated. (Applause.) 

Now, Sir, noerting to the subject matter of the budget I would conclude 
by saying that in order to meet this colossal deficit. Government should look 
to the centre for necessary subventions to which Bengal is more than 
entitled in the abnormal situation of today. 

Sir, with these words I finish. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IOOIQI: Mr. Deputy Speaker. Sir, before I 
apeak to the main subiet't of the Financial Statement of the Hon’ble 
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Minister for Finanoe, the last speaker requires a bit of clarifieation in hia 
cerebral extremity, for the simple reason that according to the old Persian 
saying 

^ ^ 

“How daring the tliief that he carries the lamp in the palm of his hand.” 
He has attacked Muslims knowing full well that he was speaking without 
his book. Deserters, renegades or whatever term we use can be applies! to 
those only who leave their mother institution and try to. form homes of their 
<iwn. I could understand the Forward Bb»c. I could understand even the 
Bose Group, but the lowest depths have l)et‘n reu< hed when it has become a 
Basu Group. 

Sir, it is all very well to talk of Mussulmans and the Muslim League, 
but it is surprising to me that on this da\. the 2Sth Fehruary. 1944, there 
are human beings who still talk in these terms when I know that all the 
gentlemen sitting opposite are in the pockets of the orkiug President 
of the Hindu Mahasabha. 

“Cover thyself with any coat <»f an> colour thou wilt : hut I have the 
mea-'Urt' <d th> height in my miml." 

Let them come in auv garh. Itut to u*' the\' art* all Mahasjibhaites. They 
dart not g(»ad us into aiiv thought le*''' m<*vf tor tlit* obvious ttuison that 
their intentums are neither h<»nest nor friendly 

(’oming to the suhiect under diseiission of ttalay, Mr. l)epul> Speaker, 
It retjuiro*' ^it*at courage and confidence a*' the Hon hb* ibe hinuuce 
Minister has ^lioa ii to coiio* out v\it}i a tlepres^ing and a negative budget. 
But at the same time. I thank him t»n bt*hall ot m\ Chamht*t and of the 
mercantile eommuniiy ot ('aicntta for the eandid ami open manner in 
w’hich ht‘ ha" plaetMl tlie w hob* financial picture of Bengal befoi'e U». 
That give^ u> at Ica^t a < hance to undei-tand tlie staggering nature ot the 
task he ha> undertaken and the c*»urage and deti*rriiinat ion with which he 
proposes to deal with it. I can a'^sure him. Sir. that, acru-itoincfl as we 
are to profit*' and and to the ups arxl ilowii*' of tra<le, he need not be 

afraid of the difbcultie^ ot the present situation. Things will improve. 
The> must imjuove. I'odav they look bhok. but. who knows, tomorrow 
the\ may not look so t*lack and dismal! Let him carr> on with courage and 
eonfidence. T.et him have faith in the remedies he has [ilaeed liefore the 
country. 11 apjrlied with courage and deterrninat ion . I am satisfied that 
he will leach tiie goal of -aicee-'s. IL* should n«»t allow himscdf to bo 
deviated trorn the patli be has ehulked out b\ rritiejsin of an intert*sted 
nature, bv critic]’'rn which is neither honest nor fair, by criticism wdiich 
tries to make p(*!iticul rajutal out of the agony of bO million peojde. 
Criticism wbieb i' helptul, criticism of a friendly <liaracter, eiitieism that 
woujd induce all <d n-' unit«*dl\ to overeome mir difficulties of the day would 
Ih* of servne to the country but those wb»> wallow in the mml of opposition 
for the sake of opp(»sitiou have n<» tight to talk of the people of Bengal. 
They should let their betters, their superiors in honesty and in the spifit 
of service to the country, to go along unimpeded and without ob.structioil. 
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When the day of sunshine comes orer the country, they can criticise as 
they will for we shall have the laugh over them. It was the Cliief Minister 
of the previous Government that went and made a political blunder of the 
highest magnitude in Delhi. He said that he did not want any assistance. 
He wanted to be left alone. The result was what you and I, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker, saw last year. If the energies of an old veteran like the ex-Chief 
Minister had been directed towards the service of his Hindu and Muslim 
brothers and not towards the removal of Chairmen of District Boards and 
Municipalities, I am certain he could have averted even in a small w'ay the 
disaster that fell upon us. I am verj* anxious that the Hon’ble Finance 
Minister shall not repeat that blunder. He must Itick to the Government 
of India like a leech. He must force the Government of India to realise 
that the calamity was of their making. But for the ctunplacency and 
carelessness with which the Government id India looked at the war 
situation, I am again satisfied, in my own way. that the disaster could 
hare been averted. He should give no respite to the men at the Centre. 
We know the type that is to be found in Delhi and London. Let the 
present Ministry go ahead. Let it give the Government of India no 
respite, and I am sure that Us. J(i crores of deficit which the Hon’ble the 
Finance Minister visualises, and even more may (‘orne to him. Why should 
it be done and how it cun be done has been ex]>lained b\ the lionourable 
member wlio spoke on behalf «)f tlie Kuropean (iroup witlj wisdom 

(Interrui)tion. ) 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I hope there Mill be no inoie interruption. 

Mr. A. M. A. ZAMAN: On a point of inlormation. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: That i.s not ulloued. 

Mr. A. M. A. ZAMAN: On a point of order. Sir 
erffe, thiough cn U: ^ 

^31* fjfir fip 9 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: That is no point of order. It is frivolous. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: Whenever truth is uttered those 
who practise snt ij<uirnlni seem to run awa\ from it. The\ do not listen to 
it. lict them at lea>t keep ijuiet so that the\ may scone da> knoM- and 
understand what is reality ami what is fietion. 

Sir, as 1 Mas stating, the Kuropean (iroup lias rerommended only one 
source and that is tliat Delhi source should he ta[)ped. I want the Hon’ble 
Minister for Finance not t<i stop at Delhi, because what Delhi will give us 
wull come out ot tile poeket^ of Imliaiis alone. The disa^^ter in Bengal is 
not an Indian respiuisihiht\ and neither is it purely an Fmglish respon- 
sibility. The war is a total M*ar ami all the nation'' who are called ‘‘united” 
have taken the responsibility tor making go<»d b^^s and devastation caused 
by the war. It is essential that the tiovernment of Bengal must demand 
that every pie that has Wen spent on this disaster and im its alleviation 
must come out of the common p<Kd of the United Nations. If this is not 
granted then the lofty ideals preached to us from every corner of the earth 
oil rehabilitation and reconstruction will all be in the nature of humbug. 
The colossal devastations of and due to the war in Bengal have to be 
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repaired and the responsibility for that must fall on those who call this 
war as their own. I am anxious that this point shall receive the attention 
of the Hon ble the Finance Minister. He has showed us many directions 
in which he is going' to eliminate disaster and misery. The commercial 
community is prepared to support him through thick and thin. He can 
do whatever i.s necessary for the removal of the distress but I am rather 
surprised that the Hon’ble the Finance Minister did not mention the 
que.stion of transportation ami when he did refer to it, it was only by way 
of an “aside 1 hope he will u>e all the influence ami power he and his 
colleagues can crunmaml, to induc'e His Excellency the (fovernor-Heneral 
and the Hon ’hie Member for ar Transport to cmne to their resiMie and to 
think with them that the (juestion ot trauNportation and carriage of food- 
grains in Bengal is of the highest importance. 

If any district or any subdivision or any union suflers due to lack of 
trans])ortat ion the fault will not be ^>u^^. 1 should like to save the Secre- 
tary of State for India and His Excellency the (»overnor-(ieneral. his agent 
in this {-ounti^. shouting later on that the responsihilit \ lay with the 
popularly ele<'te(l Bengal (iovernment ami that it did not In* at their d(»or. 
They must wake up ami the\ must hring t(> Us the imnins of communication 
and the means of tran-pmtation that are at the moment lacking. The* 
mons(»on will be upon u**' soon and I am an\iou^ that every warehouse and 
godown in evcl^ nook and comer of Bengal is tilled to the hrim out of W’hat 
(ioil Almighty has given us through tin* hiimpei nnnin iTop, The stiwks, 
I feel certain, will go on increasing during tin* cniiisc of ihe \eur with tho 
niis and hant ciop*« as tliey < onn* m -- -lAt thi^ ^1agt* the nu‘ml>er leuehed 
the tniie-liniit hnt was allowed five minutes more.i. 

Sir. a <lefi<i( of alnmst dl) ciorcs is beloi’e us It is staggering. If ihi^ 
(rovemnitfiit id India, if Ills Ma)est\'s (io\crnmcnl iti London and if the 
wisein rcs of the I nite<i Nations de<'linc to accejit or (‘ntertain our demaiuL 
1 am ot the ojiinion that the Hon’ble the Finance Minister should take 
courage info both his hamls. (’r)p]»led as we are. it slniiibl be p«»ssible for 
Us on a long^-range jdan to see that Bengal is able to <arry its heavy 
burden. We are rea(l\ ti» bear our normal ordinurx e.\p»*nses ami we are 
prejraied to bear our quota of war expenses. But tin* e\ti aordiuurv 
churgt*s due to famine and war must < oine iiom outside. 

1 wonder. Sir, if the Hon ble the Finance Minister will agree with me 
that horrowing will perhaps he a better polic> than taxing. We shall have 
to Ixirrow m<»re and more. There is no mention of lecfui^tnirtion excejit* 
again as an a^^ide. Ber-oiistrm'tion will need mom*,\ unless the (ioverri- 
ineiit has decided to bury it unmourmMl and unsung. We must borrow' 
t lores u]n»n (T<»res. The abolition »»f the Permanent Settlement will also 
need borrowing. Let us therefore borrow. The-e .'{11 < rores will not remain 
3U. They may go up to Kf or even i<» 'rtf during the war which has not yet 
biiished and it niav not finish for twi» \ears even more. We slioubl 
consult pxjiert.s on how, when ami where to horrf»w rather tlian ta\nfioti 
experts. 

Sir. may 1 point out to him one or two ways in which he ran save soma' 
mone>. The first is that the demand under Law' and Order has increased. 
Law and Order should he brought under order and control. Getting hold 
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of citizens and putting them without trial into jail® and spending money 
on feeding them and making allowances to their families is a game that 
has been played too often. A popularly elected Government should protect 
the liberty of person and freedom from arrest in this year of 1944. People 
should not be caught at random and put in jails without trial. 

Another source which might give some money to the Hon’ble the 
P'inance Minister is to tighten up the screws of the gigantic machinery 
of the Civil Snpjdies Department of Bengal. The public and the commer- 
cial community feel that there is terrible wastage and also corruption. 
We have run down hoarders; we have run down members of the trade; and 
the Hon’ble the Minister for Civil Supplies has also tried to preach to us 
a change of psychology. Could I appeal to the Finance Minister and his 
colleagues to switch this screw on to the other side and make the servants 
of the State also change their psychology. From top to bottom corruption 
is rampant, and we are spending a hundred where perhaps we could 
spend fifty. 

Sir, another |K)int which I should like to make, if I may. is with regard 
to the promulgation of Regulation III of 1818. People and even members 
of this House liave been put into jail without trial. Let us remove the 
old traditions of government in India. Gurs is not the pre-aut<»nomy 
Oovernment, neither is this House an irresponsible House. It our popularly 
elected Ministers also persist in the enforcement of this aute-diluvian and 
out of date law, life will bectune unbearable. If there he trouble they have 
got ordinance.s and hius that give tloMii the pouer to take aetion (|Uickly. 
But Regulation 111 of 1818 i> a disgrace and an impossibility. ]>et them 
wake up. Let them even take courage ami cliangc the old traditions of 
Government. Let the Indian breathe freel\ in hi^ own home. For the 
success (d tile plans contained in the Financial Statement of tlie Hon’lde 
the Finance Minister and for the re-estahlishment of an ordered economy 
among the people, it is essential and imperative to bring home to them 
that the Government td the day is an agenc\ ot protection and helpful 
service rather than an engine of destructi<Mi of all that they have held <Iear 
politically for years. As I have said, the traditions of the past must go 
lock stock and barrel: they must give place to nuMlern notions of Govern- 
ment. Kven the Governor-Gtoicral has been forced to the conclusion that 
the Indian (^ivil Service has bn>keu down umler the stress <d the war. Let 
us build a new worhl. 1 know we are passing through bad days but again 
1 >^ould appeal to the Hon’ble the Finam-e Minister not to g’ive up hope 
eithei heeause ot criticism or because of diHiculties. Let him go ahead and 
his faith, his conviction and his sincerity will be rewarded with success 
by Almighty Allah. 

Or. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, the Hon ble 
Mr. Tulsi Chandra (ioswami’s Budget tor ltG4-4o reveals a dismal picture 
of extra vugam e, inetficienev, rerkle>.>»ness and Imnkruptcy — bankruptc y not 
only of finance but also of policy, and 1 do not know how to charac terise 
«kUch an astounding iuulget as he has presented to the House this time. 
It casts a gloom over this province not onl\ for the present generation and 
the Coining year hut also for many generations ami many years to come. 
It is, as 1 would like to say. a devastating budget. 
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The Hon'ble Mr. Gaswami is an expert in violation. Our modest 
Minister in chargee of Publie Finance has exercised that expert knowledjfe 
in violating* almost all canons of public finance. He has l)een candid 
enough to admit the same in his own statement six months ago but I 
presume that he will now* cry halt in his depredations and violations, for 
one does not know what will be his next object for violation. 

The budget ha« claimed to unfold the tale of Bengal’s famine in 1913 
and the measures taken to (‘ontrol and combat it. to deal with its afiermath 

and to prevent its recurrence. It is stated that three heads — Kxtra- 

ordinarv Charges in India, Famine ami Agriculture — account for nearly 
half the total expenditure and this amounts to muirly the whole exjiendi- 
ture of this provin^'e in the year 1949-41 ami also 1941‘4‘2. It recklessne.ss 

can be recngnise<l a.s a criterion for success, it must be mlmitted that 

Hon’ble Mr. Goswami's budget statement is a great sucess. If provision of 
expenses under various heads, newly created us well as cdd, gives solace to 
ths* people and meets their grievances one has tii admit that Mr. Gosw’^anii 8 
government has wij»ed ott all the eviL in thi‘ jirovince. But, Sir, we have 
to judge things h> their results. The claim ot the Government to have 
tided the famine is to<» well exposed. The steps that Governmeiit have 
taken so tar have invariably been ill-coiiceivcd, slow, inadequate and never 
timely. AVliatever little action wa.s attempted there was a complete trustra- 
tion ot all ‘^udi arteiiipts due to the ]»revaleiice of coiruptioii, abject, abuse 
t)f jHiwer coupled with utter iiietticiemy in quarters, high and low. At the 
root ol all this tailiirc lies the unwillingness nr inability of the Govern- 
ment to stH-ure jmldic coufideiu'c and to enli.st adequat<‘ public support 
tlinoigh projicrU const itutcd non-«»tticial Food and (’ivil Defence 
C(»niinittccs 

t Tlic two legs that the (iovcrumeiit claim to he standing ui>on, the legs 
rtn which Government .H jilan rests with a view to prevent recurrence of 
famine, arc stated to he their foodgrains procurement and distrihutiou 
policy and their “(irow More food” campaign. 1 lit* one b‘g is lame and 
the other is paralytic* When the time tomes w*e shall take the necessary 
opportunity to expose how the procurement and tlistrihut ion iilaii of 
Government is lame and limping ami alremly in this House iti tonnectifin 
with various discussions and (juestions it has been revenletl without the 
slighte.st ojqsiJsilion from any .set'tion of the House how the (trow More 
Food ” campaign has been ahsjdulely paralytic Hut, Sir. these are not the 
,two legs on which (Toveriimeiit me standing. The.se aic merely their front 
legs They really stand tui their two hind legs ami these are the distribu- 
tion ot .tffites and party patronage and the favours of their Kur«»pemi 
masieift — official as well as non-official — pun hasetl at the cost ot self- 
respect. A samjile (»t such favour was evidenced only the other da\ when 
the Presiilent of the Bengal ChaiiilKT of (ounmerce in course of a speech 
before the Bengal (’)iaml>er la.st Friday made certain most inesponsihla 
and miscliievous utterances. Mr. Border said that whoever critici-jos the 
food ]dan of Bengal is a Fifth Tolumnist. One iis nc»t a Fifth Folunmiat 
if under the garb of helping the (iovernmeiit in their proc urement plan hi>; 
protegees 8eek to earn crores of ruj»ee8 fnim out of the famished fieople of 
Beagal ! One i« not a Fifth Coluniniat if under the cloak of trying to get 
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more wheat emshed for making flour available to the province of Bengal 
enormous profit per maund is exacted by one or two European firms alone 
to the exclusion of Indian ! Even though an enquiry committee is sought 
to be tried by no less a person than Mr. Justice Braund such honourable 
gentlejnen pass on as very kind and sympathetic people only devoting 
themselves to the service of the people here. One is not a Fifth Columnist 
if in the name of maintaining law and order he tries to trample upon the 
feelings and the rights of the people in every way and estrange the people 
of the province completely from the alien Government as well as from 
Britishers generally ! One is not a Fifth Columnist if he tries to take undue 
advantage of the present situation to create more and more financial burden 
on the province of Bengal through the patronage extended to European 
banks and commercial houses, and yet, Sir, curiously enough it is such 
people that are wise in the counsels of the Government. I could not think 
of a HKfie mysterious speech than the one delivered over the last week-end. 
mysterious because I believe that something is going to happen immediately 
after this H]>eech. I hope to be able to lay before the House tomorrow or the 
day after some information in this connection. 

The Government of Bengal has brought the province to a position of 
utter bankruptcy and helplessness md merely for one or two generations 
but piobahlv for all time to come. 1 have caretullv examined tlie finan(‘ial 
position ot the ]>rovince from lM*t7-’hS to 1944-40 as it will be if the present 
butlget is accejitcd. Fiom a total of Rs. J.'t crores and odd the revenue 
receipts liave gone U]» to nearl\ R^*. crores, while reveime ex]>enses have 
gone up tif)m Rs, 11 cr(»res and SM lakhs to IN. 1 -l.4‘t. 09,1)01). 1’hereby on 
revenue aeeount ahme while we started in 10.47-08 with a surplus of more 
than Rs. 1 , 1 7,0tl.000 we shall eml with a deficit of uearl\ Rs. SA eroies at 
the close <0 the chiming >car. The deficit for flie two ,\ears 1044-44 and 
1044-4o will ((Uiie up to the singgerjiig amount ot nearly vO rrores of 
rupees. The total debts ot this proviina- in iht* year ]}t47-‘i8 weie nil. At 
the end of 1040-41 also tiiere was no permaiient debt or a floating d(d)t to 
be taken notice <0. In 104l-4‘J however <bd»ts amounted to Rs. 1.44,000100 
at the eiul of the Near; in 104*0-44 to Rs. ■{.ft.’), 00. (MM). The Revised 
Estimates of l?M4-44 show that on the 41st Maia h, 1044, the ju'ovim e will 
have a total ibdit at the end ot this \ear amounting t<» Rs. 4-) crores, and 
it is hoped tliat with I’ertain readjustments in the course of the next year 
the debt jmsiliou at the end ot 1044-44 will stand at Rs. 01 , (>0.00,000. 
The total net uncovered indehtediiess will towards the end ot this year 
remain at IN. 10.78,00.000 and in the end ot 1044-44 will reatdi the 
enormous figNire of Hs. 1!),71 .(Ml.tMMt. If debt receipts and capital receipts 
are als>> accounted for, the jmsition regarding the total surplus or deficit 
from 1047-48 to 1044-44 reveals that while in the year 1047-48 the net 
suiqilus was about Rs. 40,00,000 we shall end 1044-44 with a net defi(‘it of 
more than Rs. 14 crores in spite of large in>lebtedness and what i.s most 
astounding is that Nvhile in the year 1047-48 we had a closing balance of 
Rs. 1 . 40,00, tM)0 we shall end 1044-44 with a deficit in the closing balance 
of Rs. 10,(i5JH).0(X), 

While this is the position so far as the finance of the Province is concerned, 
there is hardly any evidence of an attempt at economy or retrenchment in 
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♦ny department of Government. Certain astounding revelations are made if 
a comparison is made of certain selected heads of expenses froni 1937-38 to 
1944-45. General Administration accounted for roughly Its. 1.30,(H),000 in 
1937-38; it has gone up to Rs. 1.7t» lakhs in 1944-45. duils and Convicts 
Settlements had only Rs. 41 lakhs provided in 1937-38; in the (‘oming year 
it will reach the figure of Rs. l,ll,(H),000. Police expenditure amounted 
to Rs. 2,24,00.00(1 in 1937-38 and this will amount to Rs. 3, 02, (Ml, 000 in 
1944-45. While .smh is the position in regard to the so-called administra- 
tive departments, beneficent nation-building departments fare as follows: — 
Under Education — (ieneral the expenditure incurred in 1937-38 amounted 
to Rs. 1 (Tore 2(i lakhs, and in 1944-45 it will be Rs. 1 ,90,tM),0(X). Medical 
had only Rs. 53 lakhs provided in 1937-38; it will rise to Rs. 03 lakhs in 
the coming year and Public Health which liad only Rs. 30 lakhs provided 
in 1937-38 will reach the figure of Rs. (»1 lakhs in 1944-45 including certain 
additional pmvisions for epidemics uiid s[>e(‘ial medical arrangements. 
Agriculture had only a i>altry sum of Rs. lU lakhs provided in 1937-38; 
there has been some in<‘n‘ase(l provision and in the coiiiing year a provision 
of Rs. 1,30,(M),(H)0 has been provided under Agri(‘ulture out of which 
Rs. 59 lakhs is meant to g(» tor “Grow More P'raxl" c*ampuigu. Civil 
Works had Rs. 1 ,21*, 09, (UK) provnleil in 1937-38; it will go down to only Rs. 87 
lakhs in P144-45 (H the three major heioN whieh have been mentioned 
by the Hon ble Mini-'tei aeeounting tor the largest expenditure in the 
Province in the coming \ear. Famine aeeounts for Hs. 5,(I5,(M),(M)0 during 
the current >eur and IN 2,<il .OO.tMM) in the coming year while Extra- 
ordinary ('harges in India account tor Rs. 7^ lakhs in the (‘urrent year 
and in(*re tlian IN S\ « r(»ies in the next I will examine the implieutious 
of each of tliCNe expense*' ‘.pecifically later on when wi* will deal with the 
hea<N in due coui'-e. 

In regard to interest payments in 19-37-38 the Provim*e had a credit 
balance of payment because ot c'ertaiu adjustments mu«le and there wa» 
R.S. 7,44,<K)0 received on that account while the budget for 1944-45 provides* 
for a payment of Rs. 58 lakhs and more on interests alone. But the mcit 
important and interesting revelation i.s when we come to the item ol Ministers 
and Parliamentar\ Secretarie.s. Ministers and Parliamentary Secretaries 
accounted for Rs. 4,19,(K)U only in the >eur 1937-38 including a short period 
of Executive Councillors, in 194(»-41 the amount reijuired was Hs, 4,82,900, 
in 1941-42 it was Rs. 4.71,009. It dropped down to IN. 3,97,0(K) only in 
1942-43, but. Sir, ever since the present Ministr\ came into office it has 
jumped up to K.s. 0,78,(K)0 in 1943-44 which is the current year and it is 
propo.sed to go still higher up to IN. 7,29,000 in the coming year, 

“District Administration — General Establishment” accounted for Rs. 77 
lakhs only in 1937-38 and it has gone up U» nearly Rs. 96 lakh.s in 1944-45. 

(At thi.s stage the blue light was lit.) 

• Sir. I shall require at least half an hour. You gave that much time to 
Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddiqi and if I am not given the same amount of time 
1 shall not continue. 1 am the only speaker to speak from these benches, 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Siddiqi continued only for 22 or 23 
minutes. However, you go on and let us see. 
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Dr. NALINAKiHA SANYAL: Sir, while this has been the position 
with rejfanl to expenses on “Ministers and Parliamentary Secretaries”, grants 
for medical purposes remain inactically stationary from Rs. 2 lakhs 58 
thousand in 19*‘J7-dH to Rs. 2.8-1 thousand in 1944-45, and Medical College 
and Schools from Rs. 19,20 thoii.saiid in J987-‘l8 to Rs. 10,46 thousand in 
1944-45. We have heard so much about the necessity of medical relief and 
for the training of inedical men in the province. Here is some evidence of 
the manner in which these problems are being tackled. Grants for Public 
Health have gone up fiom Rs. 18,05 thousands in 1937-88 to Rs. 22,24 
thousand.H in 1944-45. That has been the story of practically all nation- 
building dei»artmeuts. While nation-building departments have been thus 
treated the Minister in charge in a most unashamed manner suggests that 
the Government would be prepared to undertake a loss on trading operations 
alone of more than 8^ crores in the current year and of Rs. o crores in the 
coming year. Government has failed even then to devise proper rehabilita- 
tion .mliemes and this remains as yet another great item for emergent 
expenses in the coming >ear. The Hon hie Minister has very cleverly 
mentioned the same and it is not unlikely tliat towaids the end of next year 
we sbull again be faced with a lug j)rogramme of expenses and a supjde- 
nientary budget covering crores of rupees in the name of rehabilitation will 
be presented. Yet, Sir, we do not know whether Government have aj){)hed 
their mind at all to many beneficent .‘-cbemes for rehabilitation that have 
been under examinatiim f{)r some time past and wlictber they have upjdied 
their mind to expeit suggestions from committees like the Nutrition (hnn- 
inittee of Bengal and other similar <ommittee^ in regard tb(*ret<t. 

There is at least one item in connection with the rehaldlitation work 
which I would invite the attention of Government to, viz., the possibilitv of 
production of synthetic vitamin in this provinc'e from water-hyacinth. A 
renowned seientist of thi.s province has, I underst.ind. invented proper 
machinery for extracting vitamin from water-hyacinth and has demonstrated 
in the laboratory great posf.i]>ilitit*.s for the same. I understand that the 
Govenimeiit of Bengal and the Governnienl of India were both approuelied 
in that connection but no help lia.-s been f<u’thcomiiig to Uvssisi in ibe manu- 
facture of vitamins for the lelief of the people. We do not kimw what we 
shall tlo with a nation of beggars and destitutes and debilitated pe(»ple ! If 
rehabilitation scliemes are not properly jmr.sued nobody knows what will 
happen in the coming year. 

AVe .sympatlii.se witli the Minister in charge of Finance in his agonies to 
balance the budget and we a]»preoiate his frank admis.sion of defeat in an 
unabashed exhibition of a negative closing balance of Rs. 19.65 lakhs. This 
i8 bankruptcy unpia.sked. But it may prove the ultimate lever to have the 
financial relations betw'eeii the (entre and the province revi.sed. The loss to 
the province tbr»)ugh the .sui>erse».siou (»f the Niemeyei arrangement and 
the delinking of the railways from the scheme of participaTon of Bengal in 
the surplus receipts from income-tax and railways combined, at a time when 
additional and unprecedented burdens were thrown on this province due 
mainly to conditions created by war. has been colossal and with a modest 
onlculationA^is is estimated by roe at more than 10 crores in the two years 
1943-44 1944-45. By creating an impossible situation and a possible 
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deadlock after 1944*45 the atteution must perforce be directed to the revisioa 
of the present arrangement. 

Sir, our disappointment with the present Ministry is nut merely with 
regard to the figures revealed in the budget estimate but also in regard to 
the general policy pursued by them. When this (tovernmeut came into offioe 
in the latter part of April 194d certain assurances were held out on behalf of 
the Government not only b\ the t hief Whip of the iJoveniment but also 
by the Hon’ble Chief Minister. These assurances gave some idea to the 
province of what they proposed to do in respect to what they then thought 
there would be an opjiosition in the Legislature. I have with me a draft 
which was passed on to us at the time purporting to lay down some of the 
major policies that Government were prepared to follow. I will not go 
through the whole of it, but 1 can tell you definitely that of the various 
proposals then made promises were held out for dealing with the food 
situation very effectively, for meeting the question of civil liberties liberally* 
for establishing communal harmony, and for making various investigations 
into allegations of otficial atrocities at Midnapore, Ihicca and in regard to 
the iiii]K»sitioii and realisation of (ollective fines. 1 submit tliui so far aa 
this part\ is concerned, our approach to the que.stions has alwa\s been on 
their merit.s. Witli regard to this Ministry we have tried to keep ourselvea 
absolutely on the same level as we did with regard to the previous Ministry 
or the Ministries in the past. We were not mo\ed b> persons or per* 
sonalities and \\hile we deprecated in io» uncertain terms the manner in 
which the (iovcrnor of this Province tried to convert a majority into a 
minoiit.N and liad put his i)up]»ets int(» po^^er we made it clear at that time 
that we aie not concerned with any jmrtieular office or any person hobling 
that office. Vet, Sir, our disap|M>intment in regard to those promises han 
bet'n in(»st cidossal. I woubl request the H(»n’ble ( bief Minister, if he was 
here, to see tliut at least promises wbieli were supposed to gd from him Mere 
kept as ]>ronii''e^ fnmi gentlemen. So far a.s the rcqmtation of Sir Nuxim- 
ud<lin Is concerned let it not be said that even he lias been in the haliit of 
holding out false promises. 

There is one other thing to Mhich 1 would like to refer in this eonneetion 
and that is with regard to the resentinent , the deep sense of resentment* 
that this Province feels over the appointment of an Australian public man 
as the Governor of this Province. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, order. 

Or. NALINAKSHA SANYAt: We have given notice of u special 
motion 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, order. You are not entitled to refer 
to that. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Under Mhich rule? 

•Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: That is m> view. I cannot allow any 
discussion on that. 

Or. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, 1 submit to your ruling that I 
ahall not be allowed here to criticise the peisoiial qualifications o| Mr. Casey, 
the present Governor of Bengal* but Sir* at the same time 1 submit that we 
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ure entiUed in thiia Honae to voice the opinion of the Province as a whole 
about the utter callousness shown to public opinion in the appointment of 
an Australian 

Mr« DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, order. The House stands adjourned 
for 15 minutes for prayer. 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for 16 minutes.) 

(After adjournment.) 

Mr. SANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I must 
begin my observations by expressing my deep commiseration for the 
Hon’ble Mr. Tulsi Chandra Goswami that he should have been the instru- 
uxeut — 1 hope, an unwilling instrument — for presenting before his people 
the blackest budget in the historj' of this unhappy Province. Deficits have 
not been unknown in the past : in fact, the iniquitous Meston Award had 
made it imjwssible for suc^-essive Finance Members under the Montagu 
Constitution to balance their budgets year after year in the years of 
depression which came in the wake of the last war. I remember only too 
w’ell how a Government verging on bankrujdcy was in the habit of adminis- 
tering rebukes to the Corporation of Calcutta for their nation-building 
■activities in the domain of education and medical relief without, however, 
contributing a farthing to its coffers. Put even in the worst days of 
depression it had never been the lot of this l^roviiue to be brought tace to 
face with such an ajipulling financial situation. It has remained to the 
credit of the present Finance Minister to disclose through his dark and 
dismal budget an abysmal deficit for which there has been no parallel in 
the history of this l*rovince. 

Analysing this deficit in his speech, the Finance Minister has admitted 
ihat the prmmrement operations of the Civil Supplies Department 
will entail a loss of 5 crores of the tax-payers’ monev . Besides this terrific 
loss there is the unknown and incalculable lo.ss in the shape oi shortages, 
damaged stock.s and unsaleable stocks, the magnitude of which, we are told, 
will !be disclosed at a future date. The present calculated loss of 5 crorea 
will be the inevitable result of purchasing at higher prices and selling at 
lower, which the Hon’ble the Finance Minister characterises as deliberate 
depreciation. While saddling the Province with this terrible burden, he 
seeks to soothe his (xmscience with the hope that by virtue of thi.s outlay 
savings will l)e made possible in countless homes if — and it is a very big 
“if” — ^Government operations ensure that the price of rice does not rise above 
the price now prevailing. 

Deliberate depreciation of stocks, shortages, damaged stocks and unsale* 
able sto<‘ks resulting in a huge and immeasurable loss — these are admittedly 
the inevitable consequences of the procurement operations of this Govern- 
ment. Could a severer condemnation be uttered by the Government them- 
aelves of the pivotal plan of their own food policy? Government have staked 
their all on this procurement plan : they have declared in unequivocal terms 
that they will stand or fall on its success or failure. Surely they did not 
imply by such a declaration that the Province must give them a blank 
cheque for their dealings in food|rrains. Has the Hon’hle the Finance 
Minister cared to explain why Government could not devise the necessary 
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xaeABS and methods which would enable them to purchase at low prices in 
favourable markets, particularly when Nature has lieen si* bountiful this 
year in her gifts to this province ^ Have we not bwn told in the brilliant 
Press Notes of the Government of Bengal that were issued from time to time 
to lead or mislead the people of Bengal, that purchase-* will be made by 
Government at very low prices F The Finance Minister >\ants the tax-payer 
not to look askance at a loss of o crores if the price of rice does not rise 
higher than wliat it is now. But even if that hope is ultimately realise<l, 
it will afford no execuse for the failure of (bivernment to avoid this enor- 
mous loss in its procurement operutitms in addition to the unascertained 
future loss in the shui»e of loss and damage to the accumulated stocks. 
What a fine commentary on their much-vaunte<l procurement and 
distribution plan I 

Sir, the Finance Minister invites the tax-payer to excuse this c<»lossal 
loss in the expectation that the price t)f rice will not rise alane the price 
now prevailing Is that the ideal which Government have set before 
themselves? Is it the aim of their foml plan to stahlise tin* juici* of riec at its 
present level? What is that level? The puhlislied figures of the Govern- 
ment HI the ( (ilruito (ro^ftte indicate that net* is selling at R*- 1(5 to Rs. IS 
per maund in most of the districts in Bengal and in some places riee can 
scarcely be had in open market at the contndled price? I liavi* tjmUcd the 
very words useil l>v the Director of Agriculture N tlmt the )<ricc level 
that Government seeks to maintain bs ineuriiny the fiuaiieial loss which 
the tax-payer has been asked to sw*allow in plaei* ol rice? Government must 
rememher that riee selling at Rs. 1,S per muund is more than three times 

the prif'e which the peojde of this provim-e cun affoi’d to pa> . 

Then, again, Sir, are the Government quite so sure that the jiriee is not 
mounting up in various places and that those dark and ominous symptomA 
have not again made their appearance even in this month of February 
which only a few month^ ago blackened the atmostihere of this Province 
with starvation, pestilence and death? I am rm ularmiKt, no pessiiiiisi, 
certainly not u defeatist, with atiologies to the Food Seerefary of the ('eniral 
Government. He is assuring un from his place in New Delhi that the 
bitterness of our experience in this J*rovin<’e at the pr«*sent moment is nothing 

but mi.sconceived swee^ne^s ami that our growing fears ioi the future liuned 

on the firesent trend of prices are hut tlie vague outlines of an empty dream. 
T^et us only hope that he may firove a true pnipliet het us only pray that 
the political window-dressing of this Ministry may not (uiei* again c^oncefil 
behind it the dry and dead bones of human skeletons. 

Sir, coming now to the question of distribution, the Finance Minister 
lias done well in paying a well-deserved tribute to J/ord Wavell and to the 
Army. The Hon’ble Minister hae declared that the Viceroy’s decision was 
at once reali.stic and statesmanlike, and, what is more, it marked the turning 
point in our troubles. May I ask the lloii’Jde Minister in all humility 
why this turning i>oint <’ould not be reached earlier when fieople were dying 
in their thousands? There was the Oovernineiit of India and there was e 
Viceroy even before the arrival of Ix>rd Wavell on the scene to take realiitin 
and statesmanlike decisions and there was also an etinally efficient Amy 
to give effect to such decisions. Did the Bengal Ministry Wfore the anrm^ 
of Lord Wavell approach the Government of India to lend them an 
12 
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hand in their distribution plan? If bo, wbat was the reply? Did the 
Ooverninent of India refuse to respond or was it that the Bengal Ministr}^ 
failed in their duty in placing their requirements before the Central GoTem- 
nient? It would ;be interesting to learn what efforts were made in that 
direction l)y the Bengal Ministry before the arrival of the present Viceroy 
when the death-roll from starvation was mounting u]) from day to day all 
over the Province. The Ministry has stood condemned at the bar of world 
opinion for their appalling inability and inefficiency in i>reventing mass 
starvation and death. Tliey haVe dragged down the fair name of the people 
of this provirue by sujjplying to reactionary opponents of India's political 
emancipation formidable material for their unholy propaganda. l.et the 
Bengal Ministry furnish before the world unanswerable proof that in spite 
of their best efforts no serious steps could have been taken by them before 
the assumption of his high office by the present Viceroy. Let them show 
that the responsibility lay on other shoulders which refused to respond to 
their cry for help on behalf of this distressed Province. In any such efforts 
to vindicate provincial autonomy in Bengal, they may be assured of our 
wholehearted support from the point of view of the larger Indian autonomy. 
In the absence of any such evidence, the 8ucce8.s of the Viceroy and the 
Army cannot to any extent absolve the Ministry from the consequences of 
their tragic and culpable failure. 

Sir, some provision has been made for additional medical relief to nght 
pestilence coming as the aftermath of famine and starvation. The number 
of beds which are said to have been provided cannot, however, in any sense 
be considered to be ade(iuute to the requirements of the situation quite apart 
from the fact that this provision has been made far too late in the day. 

Sir, coming to the ]>rovision for increased product i(»n of food, we are 
told that the main aim of the campaign will be to increase the output of 
lands already cultivated while every attempt will be made to bring under 
cultivation more cultivable waste lands. In this connection it is disappoint- 
ing to find that iu» i)r(»vi.sion appears to have been made for increased irri- 
gation besides the provision of Ks. tio.tMM) for Persian Wheels for the entire 
Province. I do not know’ if this sum is considered adequate to serve the 
purpose of irrigation in a province-wide “Grow More Food” cam{)aign. I 
hIiuII be hajipy to discover that my apprehensions arc unlounded and that 
more ]>rovision ha.s been made for ]>roductive irrigation in the real sense 
of the expression, namely, irrigation productive of food in this famine- 
stricken Province. 

Sir, I do not propose to make any elalwrate refeience to the demand 
under ‘^General Administration’', but two outstanding questions still remain 
unanswered. When may I ask, will the members of this Legi.slature includ- 
ing my revered I>eader, Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose, be released from deten- 
tion? Times have changed, disturbances have subsided and there cannot 
remain the remotest ex^use for their further continued detention. 

In the matter of family allowance to the detenus, there may have been 
some increase in some cases, but paltry, insignificant and insulting family 
allowances amounting in some cases to Rs. 10 or Rs, 15 per month are still 
Hot unknown to the Bengal Ministry. Such humiliating scales of family 
idlowances are neither honourable to the Gk>vemment nor useful to the 
"^lamillss ooneemed. May I, Sir, put in a word — a strong and vigorous word 
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90 far as it lies ia my power — lor the release of the large number of detenus 
who are still clapped behind the prison bars. It has never been established 
in any court of law that they were in any way responsible for any of the 
happenings to which Government have taken exception and even whatever 
arguments miglit he put forward in support of such detention in tinu^ past, 
well, no such arguments cun possibly hold good today. 

Sir. mav I in this couneetion also draw the attention of the Vinanca 
.Minister to another appalling state of aifuirs in that stricken distric't of 
Midnapore. We are told that as much us Rs. 17 lakhs by way of agricul- 
tural loans is sought to be realised by the present Government from those 
people who have been stricken down by famine, by pestilence, by flood and 
by starvation. In their search for more money to placate the Government 
of India, they have at last pounced upon these helpless and utterly miserable 
people of Midnapore. May I, Sir, in all humility ask my honourable friend 
what steps he is going to take in order that no oppression or hardship i*an 
be caused to these people? 

Sir, I refuse to take any notice of the vituperations of Mr. Siddiij?. 
My honourable friend Mr. Atul Chandra Sen has in a few well-fdioscn words 
placed the view-point of our party apparently with Udling effect, and we 
can afford to ignore the stale fulminations (»f Mr. Siddicp regarding our 
party. 

Sir, I do not de.sire to prolong my observations on this occasion. The 
present Ministry has now functioned for about a yeai . The halance-shuet 
they have presented before this Uou.se is a balance-shetd nf famine, starva- 
tion, death, pestilence and bankruptcy of the worst order tliat will remain 
to the eternal shame of this Ministry. 

Wf* 8YED BAORUODOdA* Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I have gone 
through the Financial Statement for ll)44-4o presented by the Ilon’hie 
Finance Minister very carefully not omc, not twice, but over 
and over again. It makes a very interesting reading. Sir, he lias clothed 
dry details — arithmetical details — with flesh and blood and made them 
instinct with life. Possibly thi^ statement might befit a poet conjuring up 
the dream of an indefinite future or a philosopher jxindcring over the shift- 
ing pha.ses of the world’s existence, hut not a Finance Minister certainly 
who has got to hushan<I the resources of the Province in the diflieult timea 
through which we are passing. Restrained Parliamentary language, 
dignified exprcs.sions. interspersed liere and there with gems culled from 
treasures of antiquity might lend this statement a fas' inaf ion and charm all 
its own. hut it hardly convinces the public that fliis huge defi^dt with which 
Bengal is faced at the present moment is due simply because of certain 
conditions created by the war. My esteemed frieiol Mr. Abdur Rahman 
Siddiqi in his characteristic fashion while trying to defend this Govern- 
ment for all the misdeeds of the past few months, for all itn sins of omission 
and commission, has come forward with the oft-rcj>eated plea that the old 
Government, I mean tlie firevions Foalition Government of Mr. Fazlul Iluq, 
was* responsible for creating a desperate fmal crisis which led to the recent 
disaster in Bengal. This statement. Sir, has l>een categorically denied, 
refuted and contradicted in no uncertain terms by various sj^ealiers in this 
House and outside. Sir, even the Government of India had to agree to the 
conteation of the then Government of Bengal, that there was a shortaga oi 
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foodstufts. Mr. Fazlul Huq made a statement on the floor of this House 
in March 1943 tl^at there was a shortage of foodstuffs in Bengal and even 
Major-General Wood declared hy quoting facts that there was a shortage 
of food in Bengal. Yet, Sir, in a spirit of complacency the present Ministry 
immediately after assumption of office had the temerity, had the cheek, had 
the lack of any sense of responsihily to declare that there was no deficit in 
Bengal and the Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy was the first to make that 
declaration. It was folio we<l up by the statement of Sir Azizul Haque who 
ocjcupied the honouretl position of Food Member of the Government of 
India. On the Flth ol May he made a statement that there was no shortage 
of foodstuffs in Bengal and that “psychological factors were amongst the 
main causes for shortage of essential foodstuffs and rise in prices”. Sir 
Azizul made a statement again on the 15th May that there was nothing to 
doubt the accuracy of the figures that had been published by the Govern- 
ment and that there was no shortage of foodstuffs, there was no scarcity, 
there was no deficit in Bengal. Naturally the neighbouring provinces, 
which were hitherto giving some supplies to the Government of Bengal in 
view of the acutest crisis through which Bengal was ])assing, grew^ sus- 
picious, nervous and hesitant about the policy of this Government, apart 
from the shady transactions and ugly rumours about corruption and bribery 
which had marked the administration of this j)rovince for the lust 11 or 12 
months specially in tlie matter of ]>rocurement and distribution of foodgrains 
and in the matter of ' appointment of monopolists. The ver\ misleading, 
baseless and inc(»rrect statements made by lesponsible officers and pers<ins 
in jmsition and authority had (*reated the impression in the ])ubli( mind that 
the old Government was responsible. But the\ have miv(iuotcd tlie state- 
ment of Mr. Fazlul Huq. Mr. Fazlul Huq said in December, 11)42, that 
Bengal could go on in view of the prosj)ects ol a good crop in the coming 
year and needed some wheat only provided ol course all exports from 
Bengal were stopped. But immediately after that export was not stopjied. 
Reckless military jmnhases, reckless purchases by Port Trusts, industrial 
concerns, Government ami private agent'< brought about the desperate 
condition, which caused the death of millions of* our countrymen. Sir, 
Mr. Amery in the House of Commons declares that only one million deaths 
have oc< urred. If there were even half a dozen deaths in Kngland due to siai- 
vation, or devitalization the British people would have pro\oked a first class 
crisis and demanded the head of Mr. Amery on a charger and razed the 
‘British Government to the dust. But this barbarous thing is possible in 
this barbarous system of administration that prevails in tJiis land! Our 
mothers and sisters have appeared naketl in tattered clothes, <'lolheH not 
auflicient to cover or hide their shame. For lack of mediiines, for lack of 
proper nourishment, for lack of foodstuff’s the children ol the soil have diwl 
not in hundre<ls, not in thousands, not in lakhs but in millions, and yet 
one not quite conversant with the affairs of the }»rovince, either ill-informed 
or misinformed or not properly informed vStates in the House of Commons 
that not more than one million death.s have occurred. My friends of the 
Mnslim l.ieague persuasion ret'ently came to office to save Muslim Bengal 
by establishing Pakisthan in the Eastern Region. But instead of Pakisthan 
our province is being converted into a veritable goronthan. (Cries of “Hear, 
hear** from the Opposition benches). I would not have referred to these 
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things^ my iriend Mr. Abdnr Babman Siddiql in bis cbaraeteristic 
fashion has declared that we Muslims are in the |XH*ket8 of Dr. Syamapraaad 
Hookerjee. (Balm Narendha Narayan Chakraharty : Quite right.) Sir, 
I submit to the members on the other side that we are not in his pookets but 
by their ill digesteil policy and programme and the thoughtless measures 
that they have taken they have put millions of Mu.slimv already on the 
verge of starvation in the hands of Dr. Shyamaprasad Mookerjee for help 
and succour. (Cries of “Hear, hear” from Opposition Wnches.i It is not 
we who are in the hands of Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee but by ytmr own 
IK)licy you have driven Muslims to a state of desp(*ratiou, by raising the 
false cry of “Lslain in danger” you have roused Muslim tnissions to an 
uncontrolle<l frenzy of desjtair. (hie fine morning by an ugly conspiracy 
behind the scene you pit<hf(»rked yourselves into a position of trust which 
you are unworthy to hohl and you have alreuily landeil the country into 
disaster. Similar i amines occurred in The same reckless policy, the 

same indiscriminate purchase.^, the .same mishandling, the same bungling, 
the same dishonest collusitin with vestiMl interests. In spite however of 
definite warnings from responsible (piurters, in sjiite of signs on the walls, the 
then (rovernment disregarded the sound advice given by responsible people 
with the result that one million m»u1s died for want ot any projier shelter, 
for lack of ade(inntc and n^giilar supply oi fooilstuffs. hut the subMUjuent 
Governimuit of I87'i and 1S74 und<*r the wise guidaiM'e ol IdiMitenant 
G(»V(*rnor Sir (i(*oTge (\mipbell adopted measures in time, arranged for 
ade(piat(* and regulai ‘'Uppls ot tood'^tufls an<] pro\’iiled transpoit ta('ilitiefi 
for bringing in supplies fiom vanou*- (piarters ami thus saviul tin* sitiiatjou. 
In spite ol the fact (hat t\'o ct<»res of ]M*o]de were in t!u* grip ot taiuine, 
because of proper arrangement- ior adeipiate and regular supply id food- 
stuffs under the wise guidance ot that partieiilar bieutenant-Governor who 
was placed in charge oi this hapless province, Bengal was saved (Khun 
Bahadur Moiummkd Am: As this Government has done.) In spite of 
the fact that two <Tores people w’ere affected by the famine, only u few 

persons perished. 

Sir, if it weie <lue to the visitations of nature, if it were due to mituml 
calamities, if it were due to tinoils, typhoons and ey( loncs that overUiok 
24-Parganas and Midnapore wc wouhl have submitted to it as a providen* 
tial dispensation. But hriheiy, <orruption, bungling, misliandling, dirt, 
filth, abomination, nepotism and favouritism of a i(*prehensi\e cbaxacder 
marked the present adiuinistiation of Bengal. (I |)roar.) 

Sir, I want to go without interruptions. If you ask me to stop, I will 
stop. After all, it is a fpjestion loo serious f<»r such inferruptions. Ibit 
I may assert tfiat I am not going to be daunted, .lominated or eowed down 
by the interruptions of irresponsible people < A voice from the ( oalition 
benches: A nice speecdi index'd!) I am glad that it has giuic home. 

(Khan Bahadur Moi!v.mmki) Am: (Question.) As I have submitted already, 
it was for this deliberate bungling and shady transactions of this Govern- 
ment during the la.st IJ months that they have Wn in office— ii*it through 
a fair deal, not through constitutional means, but through shady . question^ 
able tacticH condemned by all canons of de<'ency that the situation a»f*utned 
iucli grave proportions. 
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Before I enter into, a detailed discussion of the budgetary provisions I 
would first of all refer to the capital head *‘85 — As the Finance 
Minister puts it, this head was opened during the current year for the exhi- 
bition of large scale trading transactions undertaken by Government to 
promote healthier marketing conditions in respect of certain commodities, 
principally foodgraiiis. This scheme contemplates purchase of foodgrains 
other than wheat, purchase of wheat and wheat products, supply of food- 
stuffs to Goveriiiiieiit employees at concession rates and purchase of standard 
cloth, sugar and salt. The total capital outlay involved in these 
transactions is placed at 76 crores of which 41 crores is derived from sale 
proceeds and represents the “turnover of stocks”. As the Finance Minister 
puts it, the loss has been placed at 31 crores. The book value of the stock 
likely to remain in hand towards the end of the year is estimated at 29J 
crores. The total capital outlay for the year 1944-45 is 81 crores, and a loss 
of 6 crores and a carry forward of 12 crores of foodgrains other than wheat 
and some 56 lakhs of salt. 

First of all, I would refer to the transactions already carried on by 
Government during the current year. In a scheme of this nature involving 
colossal sums of money it is necessai*}' for the Finance Minister to furnish 
this House with details of the scheme in which such a huge amount has been 
invested for the purchase of foodgrains, for purchase of wheat and wheat 
products. Government should have indicated the a(‘tual loss and gain out 
of the entire transactions undertaken by Government including the profit 
that might have resulted out of the trun.sa(;tions in wheat and wheat pro- 
ducts. Besides, nobody knows the actual cost price. This is a point to 
which I will draw the attention of the honourable members opposite 
specially. Nobody knows the actual cost price at which the purchasing 
agents of Government purchased the stocks nor even the specified quantities 
in each of the areas both inside and outside the Province. Naturally, there- 
fore, the Legislature as also the public are at a loss to determine what would 
be the actual value of the stocks estimated at Rs. 29j crores. Does this 
re[>resent the market value or the purchase value of the stocks? I would 
appeal to the House to consider the implications of this question very care- 
fully. Supposing the book value of the stock in hand towards the close of 
the year repre.sents the actual market value which has fallen in recent 
months, there is Ixiuud to l»e depreciation in the value. If we are to take 
the book value as representing the purchase price of the stock then there 
has already been a considerable depreciation. This has not been shown in 
the budget figures by the Finance Minister. It might result in an addition 
of a few crores more to the huge deficit for the year 1944-45. It is rather 
amaxing that in a sc'heiue of this character the I.iegislature as also the public 
outside should be kept absolutely in the dark about the details of the 
transactions. Naturally therefore, without knowing the details we are not 
prepared to risk another unknown and indefinite venture involving an 
expenditure of a huge amount of public money. 

The Hon’ble Finance Minister refers to this in page 2 of his statement, 
and says that it will not be possible to calculate the final result of these 
operations until the last stocks are disposed of and the accounts closed, 
**This provision,*' according to the Finance Minister, *'is not expected to 
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C 0 T 6 T the further losses with which we shall foe suddenlj^ faced' one day — 
shortages, damaged stock’* like those damages that occurred in the Botanical 
Gardens, and railway stations in Jessore owing to lack of storage facilities 
which were offered by many storing agents but which the Government of 
Bengal in order to pamper a coterie which keeps them in office had neither 
the courtesy nor the decency to accept. We are very much apprehensive 
about the results of the operations. Naturally, therefore, we should l>e all 
the more nervous, all the more hesitant to vote for the provisions in the 
budget without a real idea of the aciual details. 

I will now refer to “(vl — Extraordinary diargeh”, Extraordinary eharges, 
needed perhaps for extraordinary remedies in the extraordinary situation 
created in this land. Rs. ‘JG lakhs has been provided in the revised estimate 
for 194»l-44 on account of establishment charges regartling the seheme for 
rationing and Rs. 42 lakhs on account of furtlier expansion and reorganisa- 
tion of the Department of Civil Supplies. The cost of the (’ivil Supplies 
Department during 1942-4*{, only amounted to Rs. 4 lakhs though the 
organisation of Civil Supplies was laid on a solid basis. Rut it has jumi>ed 
up to Rs. 1 crore and Rs. 1 crore 4H lakhs in 194-i-44 and l!>44-4r> resjiec- 
tively. These figures do not of (‘ourse include the losses ou the trading 
transactions of the dejiartment which have been fixed at Rs, 'iA and h crores 
respectively. About the Civil Supplies Department there are rumours of 
a very reprehensible and ugly character regarding prevalence of bribery 
and corruption. Instead of the Department being culled “the Civil 
Supplies Department”, it had better he named a** “the Appointment- 
Supplies l)e|x\rtment”. Its justification lies in the creati«»n of apiK>intiuent« 
and absorption of a thousand ami one hangers-on on Ministers and 
Parliamentary Secretaries. Effic'ient members of the Indian Civil Service 
and members of the Provincial Civil Service have been drafted to this 
department much to the detrimeuit of the efficiency of administration in the 
districts of Bengal. Are thousands of appointments justified by the finan- 
cial crisis through which we are passing^ These appointmetiis are not for 
the needs and recpiirements of the people hut certainly for the continuance 
in office of the present Ministry at any cost. 

I shall now refer to those instances which have come to my notice. T 
have known it from a very reliable authority that hags of sugar were 
eupplied to one Mr. Abdul lahhar Wahedi, a prot(*g<' and hireling of 
Mr. Suhrawardy, Secretary of the Calcutta Muslim League Fo(»d Committee 
for distribution among hotels and restaurants in Calcutta. But 13 bftg* 
were supplied by Mr. A. Wahedi to Mr. A. K. Majitd, proj)rieior of Gaya 
Tailoring House, JG, Zakaria Street, who, in hi.s turn, sold the 13 bag§ of 
sugar to Kohin(K>r Biscuit Company and one A.R.P. Warden arrested (he 
buffalo cart No. 841 Z at the gate of Kohinoor Biscuit Factory, 35, Ohata- 
walla Gully on 24th November, 1943, with the help of conatablea No. H2 
named Raghunandan Pandey of Bow Buzfir Police station where 13 bags 
of sugar were deposited. A complaint was lodged at the Bowbazar pfiliee- 
station. But it i.s unfortunate that a high police official under the protect- 
ing wings of the present Government one fine morning hushed up the whole 
iking and released the 13 bags of sugar without any enquiry. 

I would in this connection refer to some appointments made in ike 
Civil Supplies Bepnrimeni. 



m GENERAL DISCUSSION ON BUDGET. [28th Rb®., 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I would appeal to you to finish your speech 
quickly. My difficulty is this. There are other leaders who want to speak 
and in their case also I may have to relax the time limit. It is impossible 
for me to do so bet^ause in that case we will have to sit for a long time. I 
am sorry I cannot give yon more than one minute. 

Mr. 8YED BAORUDDOdA: I want 5 minutes more. Sir. One unfor- 
tunate candidate from Birhhum had the folly to come to me for a recom- 
mendation for an appointment in the Civil Supplies Department. At the 
interview he was »elecie«l and a.s soon as the recommendation letter which 
I had given was discoveied he had to go though he was a graduate and an 
accomplishe<l young man. lie was no friend of mine, no constituent, no 
brother, no relation and yet when it was discovered that he look a letter of 
recommendation from me he was at once sent away. Naturally therefore 
we are not in u position to look witli any favour at the huge provisions made 
for the reiirganisation of the Civil Sujiplies Department. We do not kndw 
why li huge sum of 42 lakhs has been provided for turther expansion and 
reorganisation of the Department of (’ivil Supplies and I{^. ‘JG lakhs for 
estahlislin>ent charges on arrount of the sclieme lor raticming. The (lovern* 
merit of Bengal have already reduced the [>crccnlage of dealers from 55 to 
22 in disregard of the ( Joverniiient ot India's decisi(m and placed the 
running <»f Government Hh<^ps in idiarge of those inellicient and iuexperienccal 
hands whose only claim is that tliev are somehow direitlv or indirectly 
connected with the Minister 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Your time is up. I have already given you 
the time you wanted 

Mr. 8YED BADRUDDOJA: Sir, 1 wall) aiKitlier five niimites. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I have alread y given you time hut it you 
go on asking for more and more time it would be imjioshilde tor me to carry 
on the debate. 

Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir. he is the onl\ sj)eaker from my jiarty. 
Peojile in this House have often talked on irrelevant matters, hut my Iriend 
is making .serious allegations giving tietailed facts and figure> which .supply 
materials tor a thorough puldic en<iiiir\ . 1 hope you will not stitle his 

speech by tlenylug him time. Let liim liave live minutes more. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER. I have already given him ample time and 
I will give liim two minutes more ami I hope lie will conclude his speech 
by that time. 

Mr. 8YED BADRUDDOJA: Thank yon. Sir 

Sir. 1 will not refer to any more figures. My esteemed irieml, the 
Hon'hle the Finance Minister, has asked us to look hack. Sir, we look 
backwards. “We look liefore and after and pine for what is not; our 
sincerest laughter w ith some pain is fraught : Giir .sweetest songs are those 
that tell (»f smldest thoughts". 1 refer to the tragic events that took place 
a few months hack. Sir, it is said Heaven helps those who help themselves. 
We want to help ourstdves provided Heaven’s purjmse is not frustrated by 
human inuchinations. Sir, the present Ministrj’^ since it e4ime into power 
has lieen trying to help itself but it does not care whether Heaven^s purpose 
ia frustrated by their xin usual greed, by the lure for •eif«-aggrandi*em«iit> 
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and by tbe unnatural desire for perannal domination at tlie cost of the 
Province which brought about the terrible catastrophe a few months ago. 
May I with folded hands apjieal through you, Sir, to honourable iiiemberii 
opposite to rise equal to the occasion, to rise to the gravity of the situation. 
Sir, we are not going to tolerate the autocracy of this Ministry any longer. 
Today, fortunately for ns, there is reaction everywhere, m>t only in 
Noakhali, not only in Calcutta but through<nit India, against tlie dtunina- 
tion of the autocrat. The domination <»f the .self-deluded C»ar of Mualint 
India is going to be razed to the ground in no time. Sir. empires hav^ 
broken to pieces, empires have very often crumbled to the dust by virtue 
of one man's autocracy or personal domination. It in time that the 
Mussalmans of India did asert them’^elvcs in the name of the Prophet and 
in the name of Almighty Cod and not allowed themselves to be duped by 
the political jugglery so ram])ant in the country ft»r mere ])ersoiuil aggran- 
disement of a hainl of self-seekers — ( L)ud cri«^ from the (^»alition l>eiu‘heft 
and counter cries from the Opposition). Sir. wc have hecn dubbed u» 
traitors, but I must tell you, Sir, we arc not traitors to tlic enuM* of Islam; 
we are not traitors to the nohlest ideals of Islam; w(‘ are not traitors to the 
Mussalmans of this land. wt‘ arc not traitors to (iod and His Prophet — 
(Loud noise from the Coalition benches in which the voice of (he 
memhei was drowned), (tn the othci hand. Sii, wc know who arc truitori* 
to the cause of Islam: wc know who are traitors t«> the country; and we also 
know liow' to tear off the v«»il of < oiiMpirac\ to pieces. Sir, the mills of God 
grind .slow j\ hnt they grind excf‘e<lingly Miiall sooner |K‘rhaps than our frienda 
opjK)sit«> can conceive of and the shady translations tjf the traitors of the 
land will come to light, and they will topple <lovvn never to rise again from 
the grave in wliich the\ will lie huried foi ever, (I/ond applause from tht- 
OpjKisition heinhes.) 

Mr. M. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED; Mr. Deputy Speaker. Sir. 1 will not 
take much time of this House becau.se of the fact that tin* haiikru}dcy of 
administration i.s .so inanifeKt in the so-callc<l Budget statement of the 
Hon’hlp the Finance Minister that it does not require a di'tailed scrutiny-— 

(('lies of “Ha! Ha! ’ from the Coalition lamchcs) T must tcdl you that 

this “ha! ha!" will not do; the fact is th«*rc Not onl.\ finarHOn) bankruptcy 
is manifest in the Inidget, hut bankruptev <if }M»nest\ and bankruptcy of 
statesinansliip is fully inaiiifc.st. To begin with, I sliall (piotc* one line from 
the Finam e Minister's .statement which is itsedf a qiiotatifin, namely, that 
taxation is an engine of social economv. The Hon’lde the hinaiice Minister 
is laughing. Sir. Well, I w'fiuld ask him to go hack bis fiwn place 
and administer his ow’n estate instead of cMuiiing here and administering 
tbe province of Bengal’s finance,™ a person who is hankrupt in every respect 
is now there in charge fd the finance of this great pro%’ince. If is known 
to you, Sir. that beginning from the Chief Minister down to the last they 
are all wards uinler the (Hurt Wards s(» fur as the Sfimintlur Ministcra 
are concerned. Sir, the late (fov»*riior of B*uigal is dead and 1 will iu)t say 
anything against him. But I cannot lielfi mentioning that it W'us he who 
put those puppet Ministers there and the result of that was the calamity 
that befell us a few months ago. They will remain there so long an tha 
Chmrnor allows them to be there or until we drive them out. Tha tima 
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is fast approaching when Bengal will not tolerate all the nonsense on their 
part. Forty lakhs of our people have died of starvation and the present 
Ministry has tried to foist the whole blame on- the shoulders of the Faslul 
Huq Ministry in which I also had the honour of holding a seat. Sir^ this 
blaming each other will not do. The Government of the day must be held 
responsible for their failure to tackle the famine problem properly. 
Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddiqi said a few months ago that those unfortunate 
people w'ho died of starvation in the regime of the benign Government of 
the Muslim League Ministry will go to heaven. If that is the idea of men 
like Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddiqi and other supporters of the Government, 
I do not know what I should say about them. It is a shame that we in 
this House are treated like children and little boys in this fashion by 
prominent members of the Government party. You say that yours is a 
Muslim League Government looking after the interests of the Muslims, and 
you decry Mr. Fazlul Huq because with him is Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee 
who will come and devour you if they are in power. You have said that 
Mr. Fazlul Huq is in the pocket of that much-maligned gentleman, 
Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee. But you must not forget that if Dr. Syaraa- 
prasad Mookerjee had not organized the last famine relief I do not know 

how many more would have died of starvation in Bengal (Crie.si of “Hal 

Hal’* from the Coalition parties again) 1 know you will simply cry out, 

*‘hal ha!’’, but this cry of “ha! ha!’’ will one day teach you a good lesson. 

Sir, this budget stands self-condemned. Many of my friends on this 
aide of the House have criticised the budget. Dr. Sanyal has criticised it 
from top to bottom. We know what a great calamity befell us last year 
and we do not know what is going to happen this year, but we all earnestly 
pray that the great calamity that befell us last year is averted this year. 
A new Governor has come and I h(q)e he will make matters right and will 
not play into the hands of the present Ministry which has brought about 
our ruin. We have now a soldier Governor and tlie threatre of war has 
changed its place from the West to the eastern gates of India. Now at 
this time when the Japanese are knocking at the eastern gates of India 
it is only right and proper that the Governor will take courage in both 
hands and will so create an atmosphere which will not only accelerate war 
efforts but also save the people of Bengal from starvation and death as did 
happen last year during the regime of the present Government. I am of 
opinion that the sooner this Ministry goes out of office the better for all 
concerned. 

Mr. DAVID HENDRY: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, from these benches 
last week Mr. Gladding has already given our views with regard to the 
general financial position and I propose tonight to deal only with a few 
general questions of policy. Before doing so, however, I should like to 
reiterate very strongly, as strongly as 1 can, our view that Bengal has an 
indisputable right to outright financial assistance from the Central Govern* 
ment of India and that steps be taken immediately to press home that point 
of view. An early settlement is essential since the welfare of Bengal for 
many years to come is at stake and continued uncertainty must have the 
worst possible effect upon the economy of this province. That Bengal 
ahonld be asked to bear alone the diffi^ties and financial burdens impo a a d 



imj 


GENERAL DLSCGSSION ON RGDOET. 


185 


upon her by the war as a frontier province while the sheltered provinces 
not only do not suffer but actually enjoy, to use (he words of a Provincial 
Chief Minister which I saw q^uoted today, “unparalleled prosperity is so 
obviously unjust that the picture should be put in its proper perspective as 
early as possible. 

Bengal is probably not popular with the Finance Ih'partuient of the 
Government of India and in my experience she is certainly not popular with 
other provinces. It might he uncharitable to suggest that this unpopularity 
is due to the fact that she needs, help hut this is probably so and every 
advantage is taken outwside this provinee to make the most of the internecine 
political warfare for which this Province so unfortunately well-known 
and to use this as an argument that Bengal has only herself to blame for 
her present troubles and is therefore no more entitled to help from outside 
than other provinces. This, Sir, we know to he an exaggeration of the 
facts but it should be an warning to us that loud exploitation of political 
differences in and out of the Ijcgislature reacts to the grave disadvantage 
of this Province and 1 would once again appeal for a truce to the political 
squabbling which has already done .so much harm Bengal. 

Sir, there are two outstamling questions which cieinand our immediate 
attention more than any other. Firstly, measures to prevent a recurrence 
of the calamity which visited the Province in l!t4d, and secondly, the 
proVilem of reconstruction and rehahilitatioii which follows in the wake 
of that calamity. Whether the famine of IJMd was preventihle or not will 
always be open to argument. Wisdom after the event may show that it 
was preventihle but taking all the circumstanc*es into consideration, physical 
and psychological, we have already given our view that it was n(»t preventihle 
and was due to a j)resHure f)f events whicdi no (ioveriiment <‘ould control. 
More foresight might and should have been exercised by the udministruiion, 
both in the previous Government and in this (iovtTnmeut, hut foresight 
alone could not have prevented famine conditions arisiug although it 
probably would have mitigated its worst effe< ts. Be that us it may, Sir, 
there can be no doubt that a recurrence of tlie calamity is preventihle and 
that it is the responsibility of this fioveriimeiit ami the administration to 
prevent such a recurrence. It i.s a heavy responsibility hut a responsibility 
W’hich this Government must accept. 

We start off 1944 with certain very tangible advantages; there ia a 
bumper rice crop; there is the undertaking of the (iovernment of India to 
supply foodgrains sufficient to feed Greater t’alcutta on a rationed basis; 
there is a rationing scheme now in op<»ration in Calcutta and working much 
more suc^cessfully than most people expectt*d ; and. finally, there is in 
existence a clear cut and definite food plan, the policy of which has been 
agreed between the Government of Ibrngal and the Government of India. 
That food plan follows generally the lines recommended by the Foodgrains 
Policy Committee (Uai Harknuha Nath CiiaU'ohuri : No.) and although 
then has been much criticism of the appointment of procurement Chief 
Agents, four in number, there is no doubt that it wag a necessary gtep 
and in keeping with the recommendations of the Foodgrains Policy Com- 
mittee itself. If Government is to ensure control over procurement opera- 
tione we do not see what oilier method could be adopted, for Govenunent 
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jnii«t have agents whom it can hold responsible for the success of procure- 
ment operations; and to leave procurement entirely in the hands of unco- 
ordinated trade interests would have been a serious dereliction of duty on 
the part of any Government. The Chief Agents however should and must 
work to the greatest possible extent through the normal trade channels 
and I hope every effort will be made to see that this is done. Furthermore, 
having made these appointments Government must see that the agents are 
carrying out their work efficiently. If any of them fail to do what is 
expected of them. ailjustmentH must be made and made quickly before it 
is too late to retrieve lost opportunities. (Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal: Then 
give it to a Furo})ean member. ) If Dr. Sanyal makes such a suggestion Sir, 
it is not for me to deny it. 

What I should like to stress now. howe\'er. is tliat tlie stage for criticism 
or argument is over and that what is essential now is public co-operation 
with the Food Plan for the general good. l*ublic confidence has been badly 
shaken and it udll need the efforts of everyone to restore that confidence 
which is the first step in the return to normal conditions. There are 
persistent rejairts that ^ven now efforts are being made in some quarters 
to sabotage the Food Plan by inciting eultnaiors not to sell theii paddy 
below the ceiling prices fixed by (iovernment and t*ven not to sell pioldy at 
all to (i(»vernment agents If there are such ])oliticians who. in the words 
of the II oiThle Minister for Civil Supplie*'. valm* a j>olitical ])oint more 
than the lives ot tlu* people— and I for one hIiouIiI be sorr\ tr> believe that 
th<*re are siudi — then we cannot fiml wor<i> tj> condemn them loo strongly. 
We have all got a heav\ responsibility in tliese eritieal times — the Opposi- 
tion as well as the ( foveriiiiieiit. The Ojiposjtion must indeed ventilate 
public grievaiiceji and criti<ise where they helieve criticism is justitied but 
W'ith the welfare of the people of this Province at stake co-operation with 
the (roveniment Food Plan lias become a vital necessity and comes first if 
we are not again to find ourselves in the throes of uiiothtu' famine. 

Altliougli there are many favourable factors now which were not iu 
existence last year, over-contidence or eomplaeeiiey is certainly not justified 
but it is e.ssential above all to avoul deteatism, talking^ and agitating our- 
selves into a second famine. The advantag-es with ahich we enter 1944 
should be solid enough in themselves to ]»e a guarantee ugjiinst the recurreiico 
of famine but as the Viceroy has rightly emphasised, the problem is now 
mainly administrative, and 1 am by no means certain that the necessary 
administrative machinery is yet good enough to place beyond all possible 
doubt the success of the Government Foot! l*lun on wliich so much depends. 
(Dr. Namnaksi(\ Sa.xyal: Employ more officers, i Tlie Department of 
Civil Supplies has be«»n re-organised and expanded and a beginning has 
been made in setting up a district administration composed of Reg'ional 
Deputy Directors of Civil Supplies with an i ii h pec t orate. This however 
can only he a beginning. I do not myself .see how such a small district 
organisation can cope with the mauifohl duties of supervising the prt>cure- 
luent and distrihutiun openitious; of enforcing the Foodgrains Control Order; 
of enforcement of price control; of controlling the rice mills; of control 
of import and export permits, etc., etc. My first point therefore, is, as 
Pr. Sauysl has already suggested, that staff should be expanded (Laughter), 
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(Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal: And the selection must be made by the P&flia* 
mentary Secretary.) (Nawabzada K. Nasarullah: Yes.) I am glad 
that Dr. Sanyal now finds himself in so much agreement on this important 
point. 

Then, Sir, we come to the qualify of the staff. The work of food 
administration calls for ver> special qualities, particularly the quality of 
integrity and the ability to accept responsibility. (Dr. Nalinaksha 
Sanyal: And absence of knowledge.^ Food officers should be paid in 
accordance with these qualities and responsibilitie.s for we cannot expect 
high standards of administration from lowly paid temporary officers who 
might be tempted to view their appointment as an opportunity of making 
hay while the sun shines. (Cries of “hear, hear’* from Opposition Benches.) 
We all condemn that. They must hqve security of tenure and they must 
be trained. The importance of training in food administration was stressed 
by the Foodgrains Policy Committee, hut so far as I can see nothing has 
been done here to set up adequate niachinery for training in food administra- 
tion. There should surely be a separate branch of the Civil Supplies 
Department in charge of training in very ninch the same way us the ('ivil 
Defence Department provides for training of its A.H.P. officers. 

In the third place 1 should like to stress very strongly that in making 
emergency appointments, whether in the Civil Supplies Department, the 
Department of Agriculture or Medical and Ibiblie Health l)»‘partment, 
effieiene\ must he the j)rimar\ consideration. It would for exan)}>le Ix' 
fatal if through a strict observance of tlie communal ratio we allow important 
technical appointments in the.se departments to be held up because candidates 
from a particular community were not available. The communal ratio, 
Sir, I know cannot be abrogated entirely, but I do urge that in the case of 
technical emergency apj)ointmenth, and I have in mind particularly the 
departments I have mentioned above, the communal ratio should not he 
«t^ictl^ apjdied. and appointments should not he delayed because candidates 
from a particular community are not available. In stressing the nwtessity 
for administrative efficiency I recall that the Hon’ hie Minister for Civil 
Supplies admitted recently that tliere had been temporary breakdown in 
transport arrangements to the deficit areas This. Sir, in 1944, with the 
accumulated experience of behind ns is a imtst serious admiMsioi), 

and I hope that he will be able to tell us how this breakdown occurred and 
what steps have been taken to see tliat it will not happen again. 

Before leaving the food problem, Sir, there i.s one unsatisfactory feature 
to which 1 should like to refer, and that i** the inferior quality of wmie 
of the rice imported into this Province, government, we believe, have 
made arrangements for inspection and sampling on arrival and, while this 
ia obviously e.sgential, it will not in itself provide a solution of the problem, 
for it is not practicable to send ba<’k to other provinces supplies which are 
of bad quality. It ap()ears fr) us ♦•ssential that ins|»ection slomld take pJac.e 
at. the main despatching centres in the exporting provinces. In the face 
of opposition from those provinces, Bengal cannot appoint its own inspectors, 
but, in our opinion, the Government of India has such authority and should 
be pressed to make itself responsible for the quality of the foodgrains sent 
into Bengal in accordance with its undertaking. 
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Coming now to the question of reconstruction and rehabilitation, we 
can read, as the Hon’ble the Finance Minister has pointed out, the tale of 
famine, misery and suffering in Bengal in the estimates of expenditure. 
We can see also in these estimates possibilities of reconstruction and the 
possibilities of building a better Bengal through increased activity in the 
nation-building departments. Take first the Department of Agriculture. 
Expenditure on that long-neglected department has risen from Rs. 68 lakhs 
in 1942-43 tr> nearly Rs. 2 crores in the revised estimates for the current 
year. This is a welcome development, and our keen and energetic Minister 
of Agriculture is to be congratulated on his work so far; but I would like 
to stress that we need a more permanent expansion of our Agricultural 
Service than is evidently visualised. I feel some doubts as to whether this 
is to be attempted by creating a sort of parallel organisation under an 
Agricultural Development Commissioner, and I would like to be assured 
that this is only a temporary organisation which will in due course be 
absorbed into the permanent Agricultural Service. An efficient Agricultural 
Service cannot be created without considerable facilities for training, and 
training facilities as we all know in this Province are still woefully 
inadequate. The number of trained agricultural officers which can be 
turned out by the Dacca Agricultural Institute is pitifully small, and I 
hope the Hon’ble Minister will be able to tell us what steps he has in hand 
for expanding training facilities for more comprehensive schemes. 

Then, taking the Medical and Public Health Services, recent epidemics 
and their aftermath following upon the famine have clearly shown the 
incapacity of (»ur existing Public Health and Medical Services to cope with 
anything in the nature of an emergency or even with actual needs in normal 
times. It has shown us that the present system of Medical and Public 
Health Services functioning under the orders of numerous district hoards 
and municipalities with varying standards of efficiency, or no standards at 
all, is woefully (Hit of date and hampering the growth of a i)roper medical 
and health organisation. tDr. N alinaksua Sanyal : Supersede district 
boards!) (Jiuughter. ) The situation was only saved by Military help, 
and, as the Hondde the Finance Minister has rightly pointed out many 
people learnt for the first time what real medi<al attention meant when 
they went to Military lio.spitals. We cannot rely on Military help always, 
and we must kni^w what Government intend to do to put the Medical and 
Public Services on an efficient basis. The outbreak of disease has provided 
us with an opportunity for drastic reorganisation and, in our view, Sir, the 
first step shoxild he to provincialise the Public Health and Medical Services, 
and I hope that Government will not allow political considerations to interfere 
with the obvious advantages of tbia step. (Dr. Nai.inaksha Saxtaj. : 
Appoint exj>ert8!) Sir, my honourable friend here thinks that I am 
suggesting appointment of imported experts; I am not. Sometime ago, I 
passed on to the Hoirble Sbababuddin the outline of a scheme for the 
development of medical service in this countr>’ by using students not only 
to increase their own field of knowledge to qualify them better for the degrree 
wbieh they aspired to but also to bring more medical help to the villages. 
That did not mean imiwrtatioii of any expert from abroad but only the 
loller utilisation of the qualities and knowledge of young people erho are 
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ilready in this country, (Dr. Naiinaksha Sanyal: The position remains 
ihe same for the last seren years.) That has got to be rectified. 

Sir, there are many other nation-building activities I should like to deal 
ivith, but in view of the time at my disposal these will have to be taken 
ap under the appropriate demands for grants. And lastly, Sir, I shoxild 
like to say a few words about inflation and the necessity of this Government 
taking more active steps to bring down existing high prices. We believe 
that the best contribution which the Provincial (lovernment can make to 
the problem of counteracting intlation is by reducing the price level of 
essential commodities. It is we know (iovernment’s declared policy to do 
this, but they have not provided themselves with (be m*cessary enforcement 
machinery to make their policy effective. Price control is still generally 
ignored throughout the Province with impunity, and we see no provision 
in the estimates for a proper price control enforcement organisation. Price 
control is now a fundamental factor of the all-India food policy, but without 
enforcement it becomes meaningless. There should be. in our opinion, a 
separate enforcement branch of the Ih'partment <if ('ivil Supplies with an 
adequate staff. Tlu‘ position is similar with reganl to the anti-hoarding 
and prevention of profiteering ordinance, and, although the issue of thia 
ordinance has undoubtedly had some good effect, there is no enforcement 
organisation to hack it up, and I hope the Minister for Givil Supplies will 
be able to tell us that he is taking active Rtei)s to create such an organisation. 

Linked witli jirice control is the necessity for an increased supply of 
consumers’ goods and particularly those requireil by the cultivator, This 
has been admitted othcialiy by both the (government of India and the 
Government of Bengal, but, although many promises have been made of 
increased supplies, these have so far failed to materialise, ('otidiiions of 
acute shortage and e.xorbitaiit prices therefore continue to prevail every- 
where in the Province, and 1 hope the Minister will tell us what he in doing 
to improve the situation. 1 would .stress. h<»wever, that in any campaign 
to oonnteract inflation, the increased suppl\ of c(uisumers’ gocals is a very 
essential element indeed. 

My third point with regard to inflation is the obvirms necessity for the 
*tnore vigorous recovery of agricultural loans. This, I know, is a v^ty 
unpopular thing to do but must be faced. During the current year Govern- 
ment have advanced Rs. 2 crores lo lakhs to cultivators, and I see they 
expect to recover only Rs. 1 crore in spite of Uovernmnet’s assurance that 
there would be an intensive drive to recover these Irians. The total loans 
and advances to cultivators and others estimated as outstanding on 1st 
April, 1944, amount to Rs. 4 crores % lakhs, whicli is a very large sum, 
and I note that this has not been taken into account in the statement <»f 
debts and assets annexed to the Hcm’ble the Finance Minister’s statement. 
What are the Government's intentions with regard to the recovery^ of these 
loans? I hope the Hon'ble Minister will give us a full and satisfactory 
answer. 

Sir, it must be admitted that no Ministry in Bengal has ever had to 
take office at a more critical time, nor to face more difficult problems and 
heavier responsibilities than the present Ministry. All the probletxis have 
not been solved, nor are we yet out of the wood— in fact frankly speaking 
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Tnost of the difiScult probleme are still with us, but I do feel that the 
ifinisters individually and collectively have not shirked their responsibilities. 
“They have tackled their very difficult problems with energy and determina- 
tion and have worked well together as a team. They need much co-opera- 
tion and assistance before the Province can be restored to happier circum- 
stances, but their actions have hitherto, in our opinion, entitled them to the 
full support and encouragement of this House', and I hope that that will be 
iorthcoming. 

Dfi 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE* Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, after 
one year of office the present Ministry has presented a budget which may be 
•described as the crowning achievement of bankruptcy. It is not my inten- 
tion to take the House through detailed facts and figures in relation to various 
departments of Government. I propose to confine my remarks mainly to 
the administration of the Province with regard to tlie food problem because 
ihat, I believe, is the burning problem not only before the House but before 
^he entire Province. My friend, the Leader of the European Group, has 
spoken just now in a patronizing way about the political squabbles in this 
Province. It is certainly right and proper that food should not be made 
the plaything of party politics, but I ask the European Party to remember 
who made food the plaything of politics this time in 194‘L (Hai Hareni)r\ 
Nath C'nAi;i)nt’in ; That is forgotten.) The European Party suj>porting 
the Ministry then in office found or had to find a pretext in the food situa- 
:tion as it then existed for witlolrawing its suport from the Ministry. It was 
greatly alarmed at the food situation as it stood in Febniarv-March, 1943. 
And in February, H144, the Lea«ler of theiEuropean Gnmp closed his speech 
by saying that although llengal had pas.sed thnuigh a terrible catastrophe 
involving the loss of two millions or 3 millions of Bengal’s sons and daughters 
— not one Britisher — but all sons and daughters of Hindus and Muslims of 
this unfortunate province — it had nothing to say against the Ministry and 
individually and collectively the Ministry had done all that it could have 
done. He gets up and says that his party cannot even discover as to 
whether this Ministry, or for the matter cd’ that, any Ministry could have 
prevented this catastrophe in 194J1. Party squabbles, certainly. But who 
introduced party squabbles in Bengal’s politics in Fehruary-March, 1943 
(Rai Hakkndra Nath CHAUDiirRi: The arch politicians. ) It was Clive 
Street which moved from that aide to this and those who were then occupy- 
ing the Opposition Benches were encouraged to give party politics a new 
role to play in the administration of the Province. There was another 
unfortunate gentleman presiding over the de.stinies of the Province who 
also played an ignoble part in those critical months through which the 
Province had passed. Thus the new Ministry came into office. It came 
into office as a result of intrigue, as a result of party squabbles, as a result 
of the support mainly coming from men of the Clive Street. That was how 
it started its career. (Cries of “Oh, oh” from the Coalition Benches.) 
These “Oh, Ohs!” remind me of the zoological gardens and not of the 
Chamber of the Bengal Legislature. Now what happened in j;he months 
After April, 1943!* I have got here a summary, which I do not wish to 
Tend, of the speeches made by Minister after Minister, individually and 
^oUeotively saying that everything was all right in Bengal, that there was 
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no scarcity, that there was no trouble and that there would not be any 
famine. In that meeting held in the maidan w'here, knowing the Finance 
Minister as I do, he could not have felt very comfortable in that oompany» 
but he had to say what he did, and he said, within 15 days prices of food* 
grains would come down in Bengal. You analyse the speeches. They are 
not the products of the brains of political conspirators. Those were the 
responsible statements made by responsible Ministers telling the Province 
that there was no trouble ahead and that everything would be all right. 
We on this side of the Opposition protested. The last Ministry, whatever 
might be said against it, declared from this very House one year ago that 
there was going to be a serious shortage of foodgrains in Bengal in 11143. 
If that attitude had been maintained by the new Minisiry and if, instead 
of allowing itself to be soaked in party politics, it had the courage to speak 
out the truth,, if it had appealed to the Ooveniment (»f India to do what 
was its obvious duty, there would not have been that colossal catastrophe 
which faced Bengal in 1943. You talk of responsibility! Mr. Ainery in 
the House of Commons talked about provincial autonomy being responsible 
for the failure of the food situation in Bengal. 1 know, Sir, that provincial 
autonomy was not responsible. I know' what w'ere (be faults of the post 
Ministry and I know what are the weaknesses of the present Ministry. 
But in spite of the weaknesses of the present Ministry, I shall state without 
any fear of contradiction that the ultimate responsibility was of the Viceroy 
and Governor-General of India who was the Food Member of' the Govern- 
ment of India in those days. After the resignation of Mr. Nalini Ranjan 
Sarker and before Sir Muhammad A*izul Huque t(H)k over charge as Food 
Member it was Lord Linlithgow, the Viceroy and Governor-General of 
India, who appointed himself to be the Food Member of India and before 
the bar of world opinion will not that estimable gentleman who presided 
over the destinies of India as Viceroy and Governor-General of India be 
answerable for his sins of omission and commission P How' did be shape 
the Food policy of India in those stirring times which if properly planned 
and executed would never have landed Bengal in this disaster P You talk 
of Lord Wavell coming forw'urd and doing something for this province. 
You talk about the army coming forward to help the Province of Bengal. 
Was there not a Viceroy and Governor-General of India before Lord Wavell? 
What was the Ministry itself doing? What was the Viceroy doing? What 
was the Government of India doing? My <'harge against the Bengal 
Ministry is that not only it connived at the creation of a situation which 
led to such enormous loss of lives, but it itself miserably failed to do its 
duty and when it found that the Govern men t of India was not prepared to 
come to its rescue it had not the courage to throw the oitice at the face of 
the Government of India and take its place with the common people of the 
Province. For the sake of slicking to office it went on sacrificing every 
interest of the people concerned barring the interest of some party men and 
the interests of the Clive Street. Now, Sir, what Clive Street have <lone 
is fiiey have retained the Ministry in office and they are keeping them in 
office much to the disgrace of Clive Street and of Bengal. Now, Sir, this 
deficit has come : of course, there must be a deficit. When the province is 
faced with such a crisis, it cannot be expected .that the province ottjfe; of its 
own revenues will be able to meet a situation like this. At the same time 
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there are two fundamental points on which a practical unanimity has been 
expressed by many sides in this House to which I would like to refer. In 
the first place, whatever deficit there is must be met by the Government 
of India: there can be no compromise on this point. In fact, this is 
another char^^e which I would bring against the present Ministry that it 
allowed itself to be forced into this position that unless the poor people of 
Bengal are further taxed, help will not come from the Government of India. 
Why should that be so.^ The situation today is unparalleled in the history 
of British rule in India. It is not a disgrace on the Provincial Autonomy : 
it is a disgrace on British rule itself; it is a disgrace on human civilisation. 
If that be wj, why should not the Government of India be made to pay a 
few more croresJ' What does it matter even if it be 10, 15 or 20 crores 
of rupees, for it will come from that huge printing machinery at its disposal 
and from papers at its unlimited command? Why, can't you send some 
more notes to balance the budget of this poor Province of Bengal? On the 
other hand, you are going on increasing taxation. What does this taxation 
mean? It means that practically you are tapping all the available resources 
which may be at your command and which you may require after the war 
for the purpose of developing the Province on a proper and suitable founcki- 
tion. Where will you get your money from for that purpose if you go on 
increasing your taxation now in this way? On the other hand, by the 
united demand of this House, including the sui)port <»f the European grouj) 
even now you can compel the Government of India to come to your lielp. 
That is one part. 

Sir, the second part is that W'hen there is no control over expenditure, 
it becomes a matter of great anxiety for the public, because Ijere Govern- 
luent with almost unlimited funds at its disposal, not caring how funds 
will be supplied, goes on adding not lakhs as we used to see in previous 
years but adding crores for the so-called relief of the Province. If the 
Government of the day is a Government which does not enjo> the confidence 
of the majority of the people of the Province, if the Goverument is a Govern- 
ment w'hich is apt to utiii.se its resources for its own party purpose, for 
political purposes and not actuated by the best of motives, if it is a Govern- 
ment w’hich does not know how* to manage its own affairs, then if becomes 
a matter of great anxiety for the public; and that is exactly what has 
happened at the present moment. 

Now', Sir, I do not wish to discuss the detailed provisions barring to 
take you only through some departments in order to show how vast sums 
of money are being spent for establishment, for administration and that 
they do not go to the real solution of the problems that have to be solved 
if Bengal is to be saved. 

Now, take. Sir, one figure: 54 — Famine. Under this bead the revised 
estimate gives us d,50 lakh.s of rupees as gratuity, this 3,50 lakhs of rupees* 
W'ere paid as graUiities for the alleviation of suffering of the people — ^ond 
90 lakhs of rupees were spent on establishment. If 3,50 lakhs went for 
relief, nearly a crore w’ent on establishment^ — appwintments and jobs, for the 
purpose of keeping this machinery going. What about this year — I mean, 
the next year? — 1,00 lakhs is your estimate for gratuitous relief ! Gratuiti^us 
reliel has been brought down from 3,50 lakhs to 1,00 lakhs, but your 
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eetablishment is 1,11 lakhs of rupees. So far as the diairibuiiaii of jobs 
is concerned, naturally that must be kept intact, but go far as the starving 
millions are concerned, the quota must be reduced from their share. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER; Order, order. I think, Dr. Mookerjee, it 
would be better if you finish your speech after prayer. The Htmse stands 
adjourned for 15 minutes. 

(The Hou.se was uccordinjrly adjourned for 15 minutes.) 

( A fter adjournment. ) 

Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERdEE; Sir, 1 was referring to the 

figures in some of the departments to show how a major portion of the 
expenditure goes towards maintaining establishment charges, thus reducing 
the expenditure for actual relief. I gave figurt^s under the head “Famine” 
— the revised estimates showing an expenditure of 3,50 lakhs on gratuitous 
relief and about a crore on estublishineiit. For 1944-45, the estimate is 
1 crore on gratuitous relief and 1 crore and 11 lakhs on establishment. 

Now, take. Sir, (lie figure under the Department of Agriculture. For 
“Grow More Food” lampaign which has been aptly described by a leading 
citizen of Bengal as a “grow more officers” I'umpaign, ilio revised eHiiiuates 
show a total of 1,93 lakhs, and the House will W amazed to know that out 
of this, 1,37 lakhs of rupees have been speni on posters, propaganda 
literature, exliibitions ami meetings, etc. The budget foi the next year 
shows a provision for 1,30 lakhs of which 50 lakhs of rupees are earmarked 
for posters and propaganda, etc-. 

Then take the budget tor the Medical Department. Here is an emergency 
provision of 53 lakhs, hut if >ou take the ordinary hmlget of 03 lakhs you 
will find that only 11 lakhs ami 30 thonsaiid rupees are spent for medical 
and surgical goods, diet, treatment, etc., and the rest, nearly 50 lakhs of 
rupees, on establishment. 

There is one figure which doe.s require some explanation— a special 
provision of G lakhs for manure, expenditun* on establishiiiefit being 3 
thousand last year, but it is 70 thousami this year. Whether it is to Im 
spent on experts or manure itself or on MiiiiMters, that is not clear from 
the budget e.stimates. 

Now, if you turn to another item — a small item no doubt but it requires 
some explanation — you find a .special provision ot Hs, 0 lakhs for im»eting 
heavier leave progranime outside Imliu— for meeting expenses for allowing 
officers to go on leave to England. Is it a “Quit India” programme of the 
Bengal officials (Laughter) or what is it exactly? Wliy of all yearn in 
1944 when this Province is passing through a terrible crisis should the 
Bengal Government make a special provision of Hs. 5 lakhs for paying 
these tried officers coming from the British Isles to go on leave? This in 
a small amount but still that does retjuire .some explanation. If for u 
moment as a comparison you turn to “Education”, you will find here that 
practically there has been no increase — an increase of a few lakhn of rupees. 
I know^ my friends on the other side and on thin nidcf and many others are 
anxious for the Secondary Education Bill. (Maulvi Mvhammao Iskail: 
Certainly. ) What is the object of the Sc*condary Education Bill— in it the 
aaving of the schools or in it the ending of the eohoolsP The achooU are 
now passing through a terrible crisis. AU educational instiiuUoiti tfw and 
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the entire teching profession is threatened with extinction. Where is the 
programme of the Ministry as disclosed ill the Education budget barring 
that magnificent sum of Bs. 2,50,000 aa grant on secondary schools ? Where 
is the provision for a scheme for expansion — if not for expansion, at least 
for saving the schools from immediate extinction ? That represents the real 
outlook of the party now in power with regard to educational expansion in 
this Province. 

Now, Sir, there is just one other item and then I shall pass on to other 
matters. The budget shows Rs. 15 crores as advances for the purchase of 
foodgrains in the current year, have not here a copy of the speeches made 
by Mr. Suhrawardy who has made himself famous by disappearance from 
the Legislature during the last few days and Mr. Siddiqi who also has dis- 
appeared and Mr. Ispahani who also has disappeared, who protested against 
the allegation of advances made to Ispahanis. Not a single rupee has been 
given as advance to Ispahanis, said all these honourable gentlemen. To 
whom have these 15 crores been advanced for purchase of foodgrains? 

Now, Sir, there is a short note in the budget stating that the losses 
which are attributable to shortage, damage and unsaleable stocks have not 
yet been accounted for. Bengal has a right to know from the Finance 
Minister and the Civil Supplies Minister as to how many crores of rupees 
will be thrown out as wastage out of this 15 crores and what machinery 
has been set up by the Bengal Government in order to find out the exact 
amount due to shortage, damage and unsaleable stocks (Dr. Nalinaksua 
Sakyal: To find out the responsibility for the same.) and, as Dr. Sanyal 
puts it, who is responsible for the loss of this public money. We are all 
saying that we shall go up to the Govennnent of India and ask for financial 
assistance. Will the Government of India come to the rescue of the 
Province of Bengal if there is financial maladministration in addition to food 
maladministration. If for the purpose of putting money into the pocket 
of partisans and for the pur})OHe of making them sole agents or chief agents, 
you had devised a .scheme of affairs which did not entail any supervision 
at all, to whom will you be respon.sible for this loss of public funds? 

Now, Sir, there is one department here to which I might just make a 
reference. It appears that the expenditure in the Jail Department has 
increased considerably and if you calculate the figure, you find tliat the jail 
population has increased by nearly 40 per cent. — not political prisoners — 
but that just gives one an indication of the true economic condition of the 
Province. People, the common people, have resorted to crimes. You have 
to make room for them inside jails and they find it safer for their very 
existence to remain inside the jail rather than outside it. That speaks a 
volume of the present administration — an increase of 40 per cent, of the 
jail population in the Province. 

Now, Sir, as 1 started by saying, 1 would like to si>eak mainly on the 
food situation. The famine in 1943 has been a blot not only on the 
provincial administnition but on the British administration as well. Who 
has been responsible for this famine is a matter which 1 shall not discuss 
in detail today, but 1 do want that there should be a clear investigation into 
the oauaes of this Bengal famine. People have died — died in thousands, 
not in thousands but in lakhs and millions — and the tragic part of it is that 
the Proviftoe has gone on as merrily as before. Is it any exaggeration to 
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gay that if sucli a shocking nialadmiDistration had taken place in any other 
part of the civilised worlds that territory would have biased into an open 
rebellion? What would have happened in the country from whioh my 
friends to the left come if there had been not 10 lakhs or 15 lakhs or 20 lakha 
but even 100 men, women and children dying of starvation or lying naked 
and half-naked or having their food from the open dustbinH out of the 
mouths of dogs and animals? Could the British Government have gone on 
for a single moment in their own country? But hen' everything has gone 
on merrily. It is a shame not only on the administration but it is a shame 
on the imbecility of the people themselves that tl»ey have quietly succumbed. 
I say it from the bottom of my heart. I say it because I feel that yon 
have gone on in a manner without any regard whatsoever to the rattl wel- 
fare of the people and when you come here and talk in February, 1944, 
that you do not know how it happened or why it happimed, that you cannot 
apportion blame between this and that, what a poor consolation it is to the 
people who have gone for ever or to (he families which are still facing starva- 
tion and miseries. 

Sir, it is not merely starvation, it is not merely want of food, but what 
has been still worse is that Bengars people have lost their individual and 
national self-respect. Bengal does not want to depend on charities and 
doles coming from other Provinces. 

(At this stage the blue light was lit.) 

Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: I.et mi' Imvc Motni' liiim more. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I am .sorry Dr. Mookerjee, you have already 
taken much time. 1 can allow you five minutcH more. 

Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AO MOOKERJEE: In that cas(> I do not wish to 
speak. You have allowed other members to speak for lialf an hour. Why 
should you not give rm‘ some more tiim*? If you say that I cannot get 
metre time, then with great respt*c,t to the Chair 1 shall sit down. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER; All right. Dr. Mooki'rji*!', yim (f" 

Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: .Sir, I shall pass on to the 
present situation. What is the present Mtuation now^? And here 1 ask 
the members of the Legislature irrespective of jiarty affiliation to apply 
their minds to the .situation a.s it stands in Bengal today. Believe me, Sir, 
I am not speaking here as a partisan, I am not speaking as om* l>elonging 
to Opposition who wants merely to attack Government because it is a 
Government which is c(>ntrolle<l by persons who are our political opponents. 
Do you feel satisfied with the pre.sent state of affairs in your own mind? 
That is the straight question which I would like to ask the members of this 
House. Everyone of us w’ill say that we want that Bengal may not have to 
face another famine, but believe me, Sir, that the way in which things are 
going on, indicates that a crisis will come and that wull be a crisis which 
can be averted today if there is a real w'ill on the part of the Government 
and^the people to save the Province. That is the tragic part of it. This 
time last year or a little later perhaps the situation went out of of)nlrol, 
but now the situation has not yet gone out of control and you can save it, 
but the governmental machinery is moving on in a manner which will not 
enable Bengal to be saved and what is it that you are doing now? There 
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is a complete black-out ao far as publication of news and yiews with regard 
to the food policy of Government is concerned (Cries of **hear, bear” from 
the Opposition benches). The Food Minister is not here, the Chief Minister 
is not here. We are discussing problems vitally affecting the welfare of 
millions of people and this is the consideration which is shown by two of 
the most important Ministers who are responsible for the food policy of 
this Province. The Finance Minister is merely carrying somebody else^s 
baby. It will be no use for him to get up and justify or explain the food 
policy of the Government of Bengal. There is a complete black-out today, 
I say, of the publication of news and views so far as the food policy is 
concerned. Orders have been issued by the Government of Bengal that 
nothing will be allowed to be published (Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri : 
Shame, shame) which may go to suggest that there is ineffitdency or muddle 
on the part of Government. There is no guarantee lhat the Government 
will not be guilty of muddle or inefficiency. There is a party Government 
which has been placed in office and which is carrying on its activities in a 
manner which we conscientiously feel is against the welfare of the Province 
as a whole. There is no possibility of our giving expression to our views 
outside the Chamber of the Ijegislature. The newspapers cannot publish 
anything. Whatever is sought to be sent out is gagged. Everything is 
to bo censored and a general direction has been issued to the press in Bengal 
that you must not say anything w'hich suggests that the Government of 
Bengal has been guilty of muddle or inethcieiu y with regard to the food 
policy. T ask. Sir, is that co-operation V (Mr. Kir an S.ank.ah Roy: Is 
that anti-Fascism P) I ask what is the difference between this state of 
rule and that state of rule which you say you are out to destrov as a result 
of this war, this devastating war, from one part of the globe to the other. 
What is Hitler guilty ofP What is Tojo guilty ofP You issue your 
publications, you issue your leaflets and pamphlets that they want to 
suppress everything by force. What is it that you are doing P You "are 
doing exactly the same thing. If they want to «lo something which quickens 
the death of human beings, you are here only by a slow process of misery 
and starvation strangulating the entire nation. 

Now, Sir, what is the po.sition exactly with regard to food P There is, 
in the first place, the question of rehabilitation. What is there in this 
huge budget to disclose Government’s policy and programme for rehabilita- 
tion P (Rai Hahkndra Nath Chaudiiuri : Rs, d,000 for a committee.) 
There is the hig task of rehabilitation affecting three classes of people in 
every part of the Province. Wherever we receive information from, it goes 
to suggest that there are a large number of people who liuve lost everything 
including thir capacity to earn their livelihixid. They have somehow to 
live and live on (dher people’s charity. Private eharitie'* have dried up and 
they are now currying on tlieir existence which merely postpones the date 
of their final disappearance from this earth. There is a second class of 
people w’ho have the capacity to earn but who have lost everything that 
they had and that means a big sclieine for economic rehabilitation of these 
people. We do not want them to depeiid on doles. Work has to be 
provided for them and in exchange of work they will be paid either in cash 
or in kind or in both. There is another class of people who earn some- 
thing, but that earning is hardly sufficient to meet their daily requirements. 
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and somehow cheap supply of grains, clothes, medicine and other essentials 
have to be provided for this class of people. Where is your scheme for 
saving the people of Bengal? No doubt a curse has come, — a curse which 
took away millions of people from the Province, but you can convert this 
curse to God’s blessing and save this Province and make her stronger and 
more beautiful, a place worth living in. This is one part of the problem. 

* What is the other part of the problem? That is to ensure that food- 
grains will be supplied to all classes of people at a reasonably low rate. 
For that what have you done? This blessed scheme of procurement of 
yours which cannot be criticised today, because you have gagged public 
opinion, this scheme of procurement was accepted by you behind closed 
doors without any consultation with the leaders of public opinion and now 
you expect that every person of this Province must say that yours is a 
scheme which is the only scheme imaginable and which must be supported. 
Whatever your scheme of procurement may be, the fact remains that today 
prices of rice are rising in many parts of the Province. What is the minimum 
price you want should be fixed for rice? Have you made any decision in 
regard to that? How long will yon take to come to that decision? Sir, 
I have got returns, which I am not going to read out except a summary 
of them. I have got returns from Barisal, from Burdwan, from Dacca, 
from Faridpur, from Jossore, from Kliulna, from Mabla, ft'om Midnapore, 
from Mymensingh, Nadia, Pahna, Hangpur, Tippera, 24-Parganas and last 
but not the least from the poor district of (-hittngong, and you will find 
from the tabular replies which w’e have got from different ]da<'.eH that there 
is a steady rise in prices of rice in all these phures, that black-markct is 
prevailing before the very nose oi the Dnstnct Officers. You say you will 
not allow these things to be published in ntuv.spapers. Well, by mere 
banning of these iieus and view.s whii'h certainly suggest that evil days are 
coming, will you save the I*rovin(*e of Bi*ngal? Will that save the gallant 
13 Ministers .suppoit(‘d by 17 Parliamentary Seerelaries? Will that save 
even thi.s gallant band of their |sirt\-men? 

Now, Sir, what ih happening? What i.s happening in a nutshell is this: 
Your transport facilities, having broken down, are not litd]>ing you as much 
as they should mainly on account of the war. The war conditions are 
there. Tran.sport faeilitie.s have broken d<»wn. You have also choked the 
normal trade channels. You have done it because you say that the trade 
does not play its part. Very well, if you have done so, where is the alter- 
native inurhinery set up for serving ever\ nook and corner of this blessed 
province with foodgrains? A refereiHc was made to tlie utilisation (»f the 
trade channels in the Gregory ('ominittee Keport. You read it and that is 
the point which they have made (dear in an abundant measure that if you 
want to do away with the n»)riiiai trad** channels, you must simultaneously 
set up an alternative machinery, widespread, etficient, so os to cover every 
part of the province. That is not possible. It is no use sending 2(),0tMl 
maundg of rice to Dacca and making it known through the radio. Every 
village in the district of Dacca w'ant.s rice and that rice the vil!ag<*rs are not 
getting today. That is exactly what is happening. t)n the other hand, 
you have choked the trade channels. It is no use my going into details, 
because most members come from the rural areas. May be that Dacca is 
a deficit district, may be that Faridpur is a deficit district, but from time 
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immemorial some parts of Dacca were linked up with some parts of Faridpur. 
You will not allow any rice to be brought in through the local trade as they 
used to do from before. You have stopped this. Very well, if that is yotir 
declared policy, do so. But what is your alternative machinery for send- 
ing foodgrains to those villages, and to those areas? Sir, I am often 
accused of merely offering destructive criticism but six months ago I made 
the suggestion: Bengal is to be saved, divide Bengal as was done in 

1872 into as many small groups as possible. You have got 6,000 union 
boards. Make these 5,000 Union Board areas special centres to remain 
under the control of Government and create a store for every such group 
of villages.” People have lost their confidence in the Government. Did 
not Government say last year “Ilice and everything else will come in time”? 
They never came and lakhs of people died and a similar repetition is going 
to be made in 1944. There is the same complacency. Mr. Hutchings 
comes by air from Delhi, moves about in the air, and then goes back to 
Delhi and says, ‘‘Everything is O.K. Do not have any false sense of 
defeatism.” I would like to sound a note of warning on the floor of this 
House that unless you can compel Government to change its policy and 
programme, there is absolutely no hope for the Province; the people of 
Bengal will not be satisfied with mere statements or even with the operation 
of the Defence of India Rules. They want to see before their very eyes 
a visible demonstration, a manifestation, of foodgrains and other essential 
supplies which will be distributed to them at as cheap a rate as possible. 
That is the only solution. The machinery has completely broken dowm. 
It will be for the Hon’ble Minister to get up here and giv(‘ us details as to 
what the Government policy and programme are. Lastly, Sir, the Calcutta 
Rationing Scheme, my friend has .said, has been more .successful than what 
was expected — mark his words, very cunningly put with all re^iiect to the 
Hon'ble Leader (»f the European (jroup — better than what was expected. 
Perhaps, he expected a comjilete catastrophe and now’ it is a little better 
than that and therefore it is better than what was expected. What 
Mr. Hendry’s expectation was is concealed in his b(»som and 1 do not know 
what that blessed thing w’as. In any ca.se, what is Imppening in Calcutta 
is not certainly a credit to this Governmetnt (Rai IJarendka Nath 
Chaudhuhi: To any Government) or to any Government. 

There again you have deliberately ignored the recommendations of the 
Foodgrains Committee. About 78 per cent, of the total consumers’ cards 
have been allotted to Government sfhops and only about 22 per cent, of the 
consumers’ cards have gone to private shops. The directive give by the 
Government of India for 55 per cent, private shops and 45 per cent. Govern- 
ment shops has thus been openly violated. Why this anxiety to have 
Government shops? Obviously politics, or in the language of Mr. Hendiy, 
Leader of the European Party — Party squabbles! Why is thi.s anxiety to 
have Government shops at all? Why should Government not accept the 
recommendations of the Foodgrains Committee. Was it not because it 
meant patronage, it meant favouritism and partisanship. 

Now what about the quality of the rice. As regards the quality of the 
rice which has been supplied, I have had it examined by medical experts, 
one of whom happens to he connected with the All-India Institute of Hygiene 
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and Public Health and he is not moved by considerations of party politics. 
Here are extracts from the reports: The samples are in such a state of 
decomposition that chemical analysis would be of no value because the 
stocks in question are obviously inedible. There are chaufifes of ^reen» 
suggestive of copper contamination. Samples are not suitable for human 
consumption. A number of insect-eggs were present.” They may be 
specially presented to the Hou’ble Minister for Civil Supplies. Regarding 
samples from another stock which was sent to the Indian Institute of medical 
research, the report says that they would not only suffer nutrition but are 
likely to cause diseases and even cause poisoning. I do not say that every 
grain which is being distributed is of this quality, but I ask why on earth 
should this sort of stuff be distributed from the ration shops in Calcutta 
at all? Who was responsible for bringing foodgrains from outside. 
Mr. Suhrawardy says ”The Government of India”. Sir Jwala Prasad 
Srivastava says “I do not understand what Mr. Suhrawardy says”. There 
is one expression which Mr. Suhrawardy always indulges in and it is 
“nonsense”. Obviously his reply is related to that particular category by 
Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava. Now the Leader of the European Party has 
said arrangements have now been made for an examination of the stuff, 
but that is not the point. The question whieb we have repeatedly asked 
and which the Press has asked, but which the Press has been gagged not 
to ask, is why has there been no checking till now and where are the food- 
grains kept. What steps have heeu taken hv Government U) ensure that 
they do not get mixed up with the huge storks which were brought by 
Mr. Lspaliani and others most of which is inedible; what guarantee has 
been taken so that the new .stock which is coming in does not get mixed 
up with the stocks which were in possession of provincial stockists of the 
Government of Bengal? There w'as that huge slock lying in the Botanical 
Gardens, I myself visited that place. Many other people, responsiblt^ 
persons, have also visited that phu'e. Lakhs of iiiaunds of foodgrains are 
lying on the ground and .some portion was covered by a canvas, and some 
not. In some places, the .simdl was so horrible that one could not pass in 
front of those stocks. I was told that they would not be sent to Calcutta 
but that they would be sent to Jalpaiguri for the Tea Iv^tates, If it was 
sent to Calcutta, there might be people corning inside the Legislature and 
shouting. So far as Jalpaiguri Tea Estates are concerned, it w^iuld be far 
away from Calcutta and whether another few^ lakhs of people lived or died, 
what does it matter to the Bengal Ministry. Now, Sir, these stfKjks have 
been lying there. About 4 week-s ago a letter wuis sent to the I’ress by a 
responsible gentleman in Calcutta whose name I dc» not want to disclose. 

I have got a copy of the letter with me here. It was sruit to a new'spaper. 
It was just a bare statement of fact drawing the attention of Government 
to the disgraceful slate of affairs and he wa.M informed that under orders 
given from Writers’ Buildings this letter couhl not be published. That 
is how public opinion is respected. That is how people are preverite<l from 
expressing their opinion on matters which vimlly concern their health and 
welfare. 


Now, Sir, the conditions imposed on the private retailers also need a 
reference. Rs. 6,000 is demanded as deposit in the bank for each private 
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«iiop. They are given Bn. 4,000 worth of foodgrains. They are not allow- 
ed to weigh and they are not allowed to examine the qualities of the food- 
grains. There is no compensation if there is any loss. There is no petrol 
coupon given, no facility given for transport, so that they might quickly 
take the goods to their own shops. And when consumers come and refuse 
to take delivery of bad stocks, obviously the loss is of the private shops. 

So far as the stocks purchased by the Provincial Government are con- 
cerned, we have referred to the huge stocks lying in the railway stations 
near Jessore. Now only two days ago, the Hon^ble Minister or somebody 
in Delhi said that they had all been disposed of. How they have been 
disposed of was not disclosed bvit you read today’s Amrita Bazar Patrika 
where a statement is given as to how the paddy was first of all sold to local 
traders who were prepared to take it but suddenly it wa.s given to some 
contractors. Permission w'as refused to local traders to take advantage of 
the stock. People are suffering from starv'ation in the neighbouring areas 
and the stocks of foodgrains were allowed to be removed to another place 
through a favourite contractor of the Government. How' these things are 
going on and what are happening behind the scene we cannot say. 

To conclude, Sir, w'hut is the remedy if the situation persists in the 
present j^ear alsnP 1 say that there is not the least doubt that if t]»e present 
maladministration continues for some more months, there will be another 
terrible catastrophe in Bengal. Last year people had some reserve, both 
physical and also reserve of stocks. The.se reserves have vanished. People 
are just now living from hand to mouth, they are keeping themselves unfed 
and half-starved; they may not now be dying in hundreds, but I ask will 
you wait in 1944 for that fateful day when people of Bengal will die again 
of starvation P Will you sit idle here and allow this moc kery to continue? 
Keeping in view the consideration of the welfare of the millions of Bengal’s 
population I do say that at this time it is impossible for this Province 
to be ruled by any group or party, leaving all other |Kjlitical parties aside. 
If you want to save Bengal, if that he your motto, it is essential that there 
must be a real political truce in the Province, not the sort of political truce 
that we witness now. (Mr. FAZt.rR Kahm.an: We are prepared to accept 
it.) You read Azad of a few days ago in which there appeared an appeal 
by the Hon’ble Miiiister.s to the electors of Noakhali in connection with 
the election to the District Board. There the Muslim League slogan of 
Pakistan has been accepted as the goal, and Sir Nuzimuddin i.s writing and 
signing and appealing us Lhief Minister to the people of Noakhali to stand 
by the Muslim League und vote for Pakisthan. You talk of politics and 
squabbles! A shamele.ss thing is going on openly. When there is honest 
opposition to the Government you cry that the accusers are guilty of 
partisanship. But the fact remains, this Government is a party Government 
and it is being run as su<*U. I am prepared to admit that there are members 
in the Ministry representing the Muslim point of view with large following 
though there are large sections of Muslims with the Opposition also. The 
Muslim community is divided, but so far as the Hindu community is con- 
cerned, let me say this without any fear of contradiction that the present 
Government does not enjoy the confidence of a single self-respecting Hindu 
of this Province. I would ask any of those Hindu gentlemen sitting over 
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there to resign their seats and seek re-eleotion from any oonstitue&oy in 
Bengal. (Loud noise from the Coalition Benches.) You ask your Finance 
Minister to resign and seek re-election, and then you will see whether you 
have got a single Hindu to support you. 

Lastly, I would ask the members of the European Group (Dr. Abbux. 
Motaxeb Malik : Europeans 1 because it 

is the most important party in this House which brought the present 
Ministry into office — I would ask the members of the European group to put 
their hands on their hearts and ask themselves how far they are justified at 
this crisis in keeping in power a Government wliich is corrupt, iueflioient 
and dishonest, and which has failed to serve the best interests of the Province 
at a critical period, denounce<l by the entire section of the Hindus and a 
large section of the Mussalmans. 

Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, in my present 
state of health I would not have taken up the time of the House by making 
any speech after what has been said regarding the Budget by previous 
speakers, especially by Dr. Syamaprosad Mookerjee. But, for the certificate 
given to the Hon’ble Minister for his budget hy iny esteemed friend 
Mr. David Hendry who does not know facts nr knowing facts willingly 
conceals them, 1 cannot hut speak to the House my mind regarding the 
very background against whicli the present Ministry have been carrying on 
their activities today. Sir, my physical strength is almost exhausted, but 
I wish to si)eak a few sentences. 1 have never done it in my life to write 
out my speech, hut today 1 have had to do that, and if you jwrmit my friend 
Mr. Badruddoja to read for me, I shall be grateful. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I am sorry, that has ii(*vc*r l)cH»n the practice 
here. 

Mr. 8YED BADRUDDOJA: Sir, can he not. read sitting P 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Yes, that he can do. 

Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 hope. Sir, there will not he any interrup- 
tion. But if my 8j>eec h is otfen.sive, my friends have got the right to give 
a reply at proper place and time, but to interrupt a person who is sick is 
most unwelcome and it may afffect my health. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: There will he no interruption while you 
speak and also wdiile the Hon ’hie Finance Minister will speak. 

Mr. A. K, PAZLUL HUQ: If there are interruptions, that will create 
my mental excitement against wJiicdi my doctors have advised me, and 
therefore 1 would reque.st my friends not to interrupt me. 

Now, Sir, during my long, varied and uninterrupted experienc-e of annual 
Budgets, both Provincial and Central, extending for over 30 years in the 
Bengal Legislature and 2 >ears in the Central liegislature I canno^t recall 
any instance in whicdi any exhibition c»f financial bankruptcy of a Govern- 
ment had produced so profr»und an impression on the public mind as the 
Bengal Budget presented to this Hous^* by Bengal’s Finance Minister a few 
days ago. My <'Oiinecticm with the Bengal r>egislative Council, tho 
predecessor of the present Bengal Legislatures, began in 1912 with the 
introduction of the Minto-Morley Reforms, and since then I have been 
connected with the Bengal I.s*gislature without a break, except for 2 years 
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wten I was a member of the Central Legislative Assembly. I bare seen 
instances of very huge deficits at the Centre, but even those appalling 
deficits were not disproportionate to the resources of the Central Government. 
But the case of the present Bengal bankruptcy is unprecedented in history. 
It is worse than even mere bankruptcy. The ordinary' bankrupt at least 
entertains a lingering hope that possibly, at some distant date, he may be 
able to bo on his feet again. But the bankruptcy of the Bengal Govern- 
ment is so appalling and staggering that there is no room for hope. The 
more we contemplate it, the more we are driven to the darkness of blank 
despair. I The Finance Minister has hinted that the deficit by April 15th 
may be in the proximity of 20 crores of rupees, but I feel convinced that the 
real deficit will he somewhere in the neighbourhood of 50 crores. The 
situation is so terribly alarming that there would have been a revolution in 
the country had it not been for the fact that Bengal is absolutely dead, 
politically, economically and even morally. I have come to this House 
today, practically against medical advice, because I feel that I should not 
allow the present situation to go unnoticed, without the actual facts being 
placed before an unsuspecting people who are being "burned to their doom 
by an irresponsible Ministry. There are people who think that the ghastly 
deficit, which the Budget has disclosed, has been due to unforeseen 
calamities, and causes over which the Ministry have had no control. I will 
presently show that these deficits are the inevitable results of the reckless 
extravagance on the part of Ministers in dealing with public funds, of a 
heedless pursuit of policies of self-aggrandisement and an irrepressible 
desire on the part of men dealing with public funds to become rich in the 
shortest possible time. Only the other day, the Hon’ble Kliwaja Shahab- 
uddin was boasting of the achievements of the present Ministry. I confess 
that the House was not surprised to hear of such boastings of achievements. 
A Ministry which has bc'en especially commissioned by the Aliniglity Allah to 
liberate the Muslims from Hindu and British yoke and to establish Pakistan 
Empire on the earth, must have many achievements to their credit. For 
instance, they have fixed the maximum price of jute so as to e»i^ure fat 
dividends to jute mills; they have doubled the rate of Sales Tax at a time 
when the people have been actually dying of starvation ; they are going to 
put the halter of half u dosseu unforeseen taxes round the necks of the 
hapless i>eoplo of Bengal. But tliere are two achievements of the present 
Ministry which will remain chiselled in history. The first is the devastating 
famine, unparallelled in the annals of any country in recent times, which 
began after their assumption of office and still shows no signs of abatement; 
the second is the creation of a yawning deficit in the public finances which 
has produced u Budget, whose figures in cold print, creep through the 
marrow of our bones till we stand aghast at the national calamity with 
which we are faced. It will take at least fifty generations to make up the 
gap in 'the population caused by the famine; but it will take at least a 
hundred generations to put Bengal finances again in order. The famine has 
coma to be known as having been a man-made one ; the present Budget with 
its appalling deficit can likewise be easily traced to human origin. And that 
origin is the present Ministry. How is it, we naturally ask, that the 
Ministers have been able to put so many achievements to their credit in so 
short a time? To me the answer is clear. In the first place, I hold the 
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tliat for all practical purposea, tiiere has been anarchy preiraiiing in 
Bengal instead of settled Government, since the present Ministers came into 
offices. Secondly, the semblance of a Government that now prevails in 
Bengal is the very reverse of democracy, because it is really autocracy in 
which the persons in authority exercise an amount of irresponsible power 
which even the Czar in his wildest dreams might have envied. Provincial 
autonomy under the Act of 19 t 35 stands completely strangled and conditions 
are now mucii worse than they were when the bureaucrats of old used to 
exercise autocratic power. Ministers have taken advantage of the 
prevailing anarchy to squander public money recklessly, without the slightest 
regard to the rules of common decency, and therebj’ created deficits for 
which taxations during these abnormal times is said to have become a 
necessity. In the I^t^gislativc Assembly, votes are seldom cast on the 
merits of a question raised, but in many cases the votes are only a 
quid pro quo for considerations in connection with whidh the Bengal 
Legislature has earned an unenviable notoriety throughout India. The 
Ministers have managed to take advantage of the situation and have achieved 
for them.selves an invulnerable position by winning over supporters by 
questionable methwls and by various other means not sanctioned by honesty 
or uprightness. They are now in the position of irremoveable executives, 
exercising unlimited autocratic powers which has in ;nany respects converted 
public administration in Bengal into a public scandal. 

Mr. 8YED BADRUDDUJA: As his strength is failing may I read out 
the remainder of his speech ? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I find there is no rule to adopt such a 
procedure and I also do not find any rule barring it. I do not like to create 
any convention here in the absence of Mr. Speaker, but considering the 
condition of the health of the Hon’ble Leader of the Opposition any 
member of this House may read his 8j>eech and I liope the House will allow 
this concession. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, 1 have every sympathy for the state of 
health of the Leader of the Opposition but our difficulty is that a convention 
like this would introduce a dangerous practice because it is a question which 
does not affect only the Leader of the Opposition but it affects the whole 
House. This is not the only occasion when a member or even the Leader 
of the Opposition has fallen ill. There have been perhaps in the past 
occasions like this but on no occasion this practice was allowed. 

Point of Order. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL:On a point of order. I find that in the 
rules there is a provision for Parliamentary Secretaries functioning as 
Ministers and I have often found printed speeches of Ministers being read 
out by respective Parliamentary Secretaries with or without any authority, 
written or otherwise, handed over to the Speaker. Sir, in the patricular 
caoe here without meaning any disrejq^ect to the feelings of Government 
party members I submit to you that in case ray friend Mr. Badruddoja gets 
up and says “As directed by my leader I am reading out a statement as 
follows “ and with that prelude he reads out, where is the rule to preveni 
him from doing itf 
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Mr* DEPUTY SPEAKER: There ie no rule barring it but there is one 
particular case, as I said already, in which while in the Chair I relaxed the 
rule and allowed the speech which was not^read in the House to be a part 
of the proceedings of the Assembly. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: I am surprised to see that a question like 
this has been raised by Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal. He himself objected to a 
Parliamentarj^ Secretary replying to a question or reading a printed answer 
and that was done under the rules, and w^hen the rules were pointed out to 
Dr. Sanyal he was compelled to accept it. 

Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Mr. Deputy Speaker, 1 will go on. The 
members have a right to speak in the House but there is nothing in the rule 
to say that a member is bound to make himself heard. I will read. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER. It is certain that there is no rule for 
members to be heard but our Keporters must hear it ; otherwise it cannot be 
a part of the proceedings. 

Mr, SANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Mr. Fazlur 
Hahman, the great interpretor of rules in this House, has raised a point. 
Now you have pointed out that there is no rule either way. If there is no 
rule either way there is the reserve authority in the Chair to deal with a 
situation of that character. You have stated already that you are making 
an exception in the present case in favour of the T.K»ader of the Opposition, 
who is ill and is ])€r8onally present, and who has read a part of his speech 
and is asking somebody else on Lis behalf to present before the House the 
rest of his speech. It is a peculiar situation which has not been provided 
lor by the rules. It is exactly for such a situation that rt^serve authority 
in the Chair has been vested in him. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Mr. David Hendry, I want to hear your 
opinion on this matter. 

Mr. DAVID HENDRY: This, us Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu has said, 
is a very peculiar situation, but I recall a short time ago hearing Mr. FaHul 
Huq himself say that the only speaker from his party was Mr Badruddoja 
and on that score an extension of time was requested on behalf of 
Mr. Badruddoja. Evidently Mr. Fazlul Huq had big speech prepared and 
written out beforehand. If he attached particular importance to his speech 
being made, then 1 consider that it should have been made then and not 
kept until this late hour when the sitting had already exceeded its normal 
time. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: He is speaking as the Leader of the 
Opposition and not as a member of his party. 

i Mr. DAVID HENDRY: In this particular case I do not think that 
permisaion ought to be given for bis speech to be read either by him or by 
any one else. 

Mr. 8MANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, before . 
you invite further opinion on this question may 1 make a submission to youP 
I do not stand on technicality. I am not very much conversant with rules, 
but there are certain things which are higher than rules and, I believe that 
here you will use your own judgment, you are not an automaton, you are 
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not a machine. If you cannot find any precedent^ you can certainly create 
conventions on occasions like this. Apart from that, Mr. Paalul Huq is 
not only the Leader of the Opposition, he is also one of the senior parlia- 
mentarians of the province of Bengal, and havinf? re^yard to the fact that 
admittedly in tliis particular case he has taken pains to come with certain 
information and wants to offer certain comments, 1 submit, Sir, that you 
should not stand in net^d of any advice from any quarter. It is for you to 
consider whether you will allow him or n(»t. I appeal to you, do not look 
for advice from this side or that side. You decide yourself and allow some- 
body else to read out his speech. 

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. (joswami, what is your opinion? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA G08WAMI: Mr. D<*puty Speaker, 
it is a very delicate and embarras.sin^ situation in which you are placing me; 
because 1 have cver.v sympathy and besides great r<*spect — for the Invader 
of the Opposition iii view of the fact that he is not well. (Uproar.) 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER. Order, order. I have n'queHled the Hon^ble 
Finance Minister to give bis personal opinion. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA GOSWAMI: Sir, we should have 
very much liked to hear Mr. Fazlul llmj, but I am not quite certain that 
it would Ihj technicalh right to take his sja^ech as read and 1 think it is still 
more doubtful if aii\ other member can read bis speech. It is contrary to 
all rules. (Tproar. ) I think this is a matter whic h you should decide 
yourself. The* trouble is that it is not a speech which is prinUnl and W'hich 
is before thi* honourable meml)t*r.s. I am rcall.\ at a loss to advise you for 
the simple reason that it is ver> difiicult for me to avoid b(*ing misunderstood. 
At the same time, 1 do not think that it wnuld he correct tc» adopt a proce- 
dure which would create a convention of a doubtful churac-U^r. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir. if the Leader of tlie Opposition today is 
allowed to have his speech read out h\ another meuihcr of this Assembly, 
that will lead to the demand b> other momber.s also in similar circumstances 
that their siK»eches .should be permitted to be read by other members of this 
House. Just imagine what a situation it will create in this House if the 
speech of the J^eader of the Opj)osilinn is permitted to he read by another 
member. Sir, up till now those members who are ill <lo not deliver their 
speeches, becau.se they know that they will not be allowed to have their 
speeches read by other members. But onc‘e you allow this to be done, no 
matter in who.se case it may be, either in the case of the Leader of the 
Opposition or somebody every sick member of every party will come 

forward in future to claim this right and say that if you could make an 
exemption in the case of the Leader of the Opposition in a particular 
circumstance, whv should it not be done in the case of other memberH? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: 1 will again your assistance as to 
whether 1 can exercise my individual judgment under rule 116 of the 
Assembly Procedure Rules which runs thus: 

‘*116(1) The Speaker may, by orders not inconsistent with these rules, 

' provide for matters for which no provision is made, and may giw 
such directions as may be necessary for giving effect to theiM^ ruUwi 
and such orders* \ 

1 seek your assistance once more. I hope Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhttri 
will tell me whether I can give ])ermission under these rules. 
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Rai KAREN DR A NATH CHAUOHURfS Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, 1 
was one of the members of the committee which framed these rules and 1 
can say from personal experience that that rule was framed for the purpose 
of providing for such and other contingencies which could not be foreseen. 
As an old member of this House I can say that on many occasions in the 
past answers printed in the name of one Minister have been read out by 
another Minister. Those instances are known to all the members of this 
House and if printed answers to questions set down in the name of one 
Minister can be read out by another Minister, I cannot understand why a 
speech prepared by one member cannot be read out by another member, and 
in view of that fact I cannot understand why Mr. Faslul Huq should not be 
allowed to have his speech read out by another member of this House. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN. I am surprised that both Dr Sanyal and 
Bai Harendra Nath Chaudburi have referred to a certain practice of this 
House which they know is allowed under the rules. In order to remove that 
impression I may refer them to the definition of “Minister’ '. The definition 
runs thus: “Minister” means a member of the Council of Ministers, and 
includes any member to whom such Minister may delegate any function 
assigned to him under these rules”. If a Minister delegates his power of 
reading", for example, if the Finance Minister in the case of a financial state- 
ment wants that his statement should be read out by a Parliamentary 
Secretary or by any other member of this House, he can do so. It is a 
question of delegation. I will just tell you the other aspect of the question. 
These rules have conferred certain privileges and rights on the members, 
vis., that member can put questions or a member can participate in the 
debate, etc. 

Mr. lUREHDRA NATH SI8WAS: On a point of order. Sir. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: No, no. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: My point of order is this. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Y ou cannot rise. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Do you deny me my right to rise 
on a point of order 1* 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, order. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, the Speaker under Rule 116 may by 
orders not inconsistent with these rules provide for matters for which no 
provision is made, but for making statements in the House and for 
participating in the debates of this House rules have been provided. It 
cannot be said, therefore, that no provision has been made for that. 

(Interruption.) 

The rules provide fur positive things only; the rules do not provide for 
negative things. Rules for conducting debates in this House, and for 
participation by members in the debates have been provided for. There- 
fore rule 116 cannot apply here. 

The second point is that in the case of a Minister he can delegate his 
to any member of this House, but a member cannot delegate his 
to any other member It is not a matter of mere reading of a 
speech. It will be creating a precedent inconsistent with parliamentary 
practices. I appeal to you that this precedent should not be created which 
is illegal. 
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ilr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, order. In spite of all those things 
my idea is this: The Chair has certain prerogatives here as elsewhere. 1 
eope you will have no objection if I read out that speech from the Chair. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: We have made our submission and now it 
IB for you to decide. 

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: Then I take it that members will not 
object if 1 ask Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri to read the remaining portion 
of Mr. lluq’s speech. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: I would like to place on record our protest 
against this which is illegal and inconsistent with the rules, 

Oeneral discussion of the Budget. 

Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 8ir, 1 do not ask for any privilege, and 1 
hope that although I am in bad health I have got much more strength than 
young men in health. I shall go on with my speech. 

I have said that there is, constitutionally speaking, no Government in 
Bengal. Apparently, there is a Government functioning under the Act of 
1935, to which the Secretjiry of State for India, referred exultingly the other 
day as a Government by Ministers enjoying the confidence of the majority 
of the Legislature. But what actually are the facts y According to the 
Act of 1935, there should be complete democracy, wherever Provincial 
aulonoaiv is functioning, in which there would l>e a Government of the 
people, by the people and for the people. This is, however, not the case iu 
Bengal. Here the Ministers are not responsible to the liCgislature at all, 
but are responsible to Mr. Jiunuh as the head of the Muslim League. So 
louir a.s the Ministers have the approval of Mr. dimiah, they need not conceru 
themselves about the views oi iiidividiiul members, because they know that 
the memliers sup|K)rting them <lo not cure for the opinions t)f their 
constituencies but are anxious to secure the good (ijhnion of Mr. Jinnah. 
I his mav sound surprising, but it is nevertheless a fact. Muslims outside 
the Muslim League belong to two classes; firstly, tlinse who cannot join 
the League on account of the autocracy of Mr. Jinnah; seeomlly, those who 
are opposed to the very ideology of the I/eague am] c’Hnnot therefore 
conscientiously become members <if the League and accept tlic Icmicrship of 
Mr. Jinuab. It so happens, however, that although the Muslims outside 
ihe league are numerically suj>erior to those in the League, they are utterly 
disorganised and are no match for the political and diplomatic manoeuvres 
of Mr. Jinnah. Unforeseen circumstances have also helped the Muslim 
League. During the Congress regime of Provincial Autonomy in seven 
Provinces, the Congress volunteers and officials were often guilty of 
indiscreet excesses which were strongly resented by Muslims as encroach- 
ments on their legitimate rights, and which created a strong anti-Hindu 
feeling in the minds of the Muslims throughout India. The Muslim League 
was quick to seise its opportunity. By unceasing propaganda and clever 
distoriica of facts, (hey managed to- rouse the passions of the Muslim 
miBtitude against the Congress and, as a next step against the Hindu 
oonununity MusLims were thus naturally drawn towards the Muslim I.#eague 
ns the only organised political body among the Muslims and their only 
haven of refuge against Hindu oppression. British Imperialistic policy also 
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laTotirei' the growing political atrength of the Muslim League, because the 
Briti^b Government expected to be able to set off tbe Muslim League 
against the political ascendency of the Congress. The result is that the 
Mu»Km League has now got a foothold in the land which is not justified by 
the extent to which it can truly claim tf) be representative of Muslim 
interests. This strength of the Muslim League is being fully utilised by 
tihe Ministers. They liave managed to keep their supporters spellbound 
under the name of the Muslim I^eague and they are confident that no one 
will desert them so long as they have the blessings of Mr. Jinnah. And to 
such a length has this fear of Mr. Jinnah got into the marrow of the bones 
of M. L. A.s that even if Ministers undertake a policy which is suicidal to 
the best interests of the country and resented by the majority of the people 
of the Province, they can carr>’ on their own project so long as Mr. Jinnah 
approves of what the Ministers are doing. Take the case of the taxation 
pioposals. Bengal may cry hoarse and resent these taxation proposals and 
the meinbers of the As.sembly or at least a vast majority of them may be 
convinced that the peojde of Bengal resCnt these taxations, but if Mr. Jinnah 
does not object to the.se taxations, the Ministers will not care two brass 
buttons what the members or the people of the province think of the 
Ministerial ptdicy. In other words, the Ministers are working the machine 
( f prtivincial autonomy, not according to the wishes of the people or even 
the guiilance of the Governor, but according to the dictates of a Dictator 
utterly ignorant of the real feelings of the fK*o]>le. This is certainly not 
provincial autonomy, but autocracy of the worst iH)ssible kind carried on 
cnder the guise of provincial autonomy. 

Let me give the House another illustration : wt‘ all know that the liighest 
personages, the Viceroy, the Governors and even the S^Hretary of State 
together with ])ermanent officials in the Pentral (idverniuent and in the 
Provint-es together with the leaders of politi<al thoughts all over the country, 
have lHH*n most anxious that, during these abnormal times, there should be 
an All-Party Government in Bengal. But we all know* that in sjiite of 
these anxieties in the highest (juarters, no such Government could be set up 
in Bengal. And why!' Becaus<^ Mr. Jinnah has given his fiat that no 
Muslims should be repre.seiiled in the rnite<l (Cabinet unless they are 
members of the Muslim League. This little thrust by Mr. Jinnah has 
upset the W’hole programme and the highest and most influential in the 
land stand paralysed before the will of Mr. Jinnah. The Muslim League 
Ministers have refused to co-operate with Muslims w ho are not in the League 
and hence the idea of a National (government could not be carried out. In 
this case, again, the Ministers have not listened to the voice of the people 
or even of the Governor, V'iceroy and the Secretary of State for India, but 
that of Mr. Jinnah. It is not the Ministers functioning under the Govern- 
ment of India Act that are ruling Bengal, but it is the autocracy of 
Mr. Jinnah which guides the administration. And Mr. Jinnah is exercising 
all this authority without l>eing hampered by any responsibility to anybody. 
All this may be a very clever imitation of (Congress methods and very 
ffkttering to Congress-minded people, but it is not democracy. In the case 
of tbe Congress the mandates use^i to come from Wardba; in the case of the 
Mualim T^eague the mandates come from Malabar Hill. And wheiher it is 
a province governed under section 93 ot the Act or under the bastard 
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rovincial autonomy under Muslim League, the result is all the same. The 
ct of 193o has been cast to the winds by the Indians themselves as a grim 
earning to future makers of the (Constitution in India. 

While things in matters of administration have come to this lamentable 
ass, Bengal is also one of the poorest of the Indian provinces, not merely 
rom the economic point of view but also in the matter of dearth of public 
len to fight for the riglits of the people. I have always been proud of 
lengal, proud of its achievements in the fields of Science, Literature and 
irt, of Law and Medicines, of Philosophy and Politics and also in all those 
lements of culture which are the pride and glory of every civilised nation, 
will not talk of otlier matters, but I will only refer briefiy to the political 
aiikruptcy into which Bengal has fallen. This pitiable and much despised 
iengal of today is tlio Bengal which produced W. C. Bonnerjee, Surendra 
lath Banerjee, Narendra Natli Sen, Matilal Ghose, Bhupendru Nath Basu, 
.al Mohan (ihosh, Shamsul Huda, Abdul Rasul, Aswini Dutt, Ambika 
lajumdar and others too numerous to mention. 1 remember the days 
revious to the introduction of Minto-Morley Reforms when Bengal was 
upposed to be under tlie adniinistratioii of irres]>onsible bureaucrats and 
lien tlie political ]>rivileges now enjoyed by the peoi)le were utterly 
nknown. But in those (Ihns of autocracy if anything were to hap|)en 
:hich was likely to go against the interest of the j)eople in the slightest 
egree, the public platform and the press would ring with denunciiitions of 
rovernment conduct and (lovernment l>oli(‘y, and in the vast majority of 
ases public protests used to j)revail. But what is the case toilayP On 
heir own showing and according to their own admissions, the Ministers, by 
heir irresponsible policy and rei kless extravagance, have brought about one 
f the most devastating famines known in hisbjry. And when the cup of 
ais<*ry of the people was full, horrible atroedties were pen»ctrafed on the 
oor and the helpless destitutes of Calcutta on the plea of removing tftiem 
o suitable habitations elsewhere. I have seen dire scenes of horror which 
t is impdssible for -my ]>en to describe but not even the hundredth part of 
hese atroidties would have been possible even thirty years ago. But now 
verything is possible, because there is none to protest. Tliroughout 
leugal there is none who seems prepared to raise his little finger to save his 
eople from oppression, or from the policy of the Ministers which may bring 
bout ruin and devastation in the country. 

But the picture of BengaLs wc»es and miseries is not yet, cJimplete. In 
very* civilised country the Press ha.s bo<m the custodian of liberty of the 
leoplc, and in all times of difficulties people living under any civilised 
dministration have looked upon the sturdy independeme of ihe press for 
he protection of their lives and liberties. But even the Press in Bengal 
oday is utterly paralysed. While the taxation Bills are before the Legii- 
ative Assembly and the halters of taxation are being put round our necks 
uost of the stalwarts of Indian journalism i«*ein to be busy in writing 
rudite articles about Bolshevism in Russia, Roosevelt’s successor at the 
text election and various otlier matters which are as important to the people 
»f the province as the age of the man in the moon. The Ministers have 
lignalised their autocracy by gagging the Bengal Press absolutely and 
ompletely. The Press Censor has promulgated his mandate that everything 
ikely to reflect on the Ministry must be submitted to him for Cvcnsorship 
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before publication, and our newspapers have complaeently accepted this 
dogmatic dominaftion of the Press Censor. Even statements made in the 
Houses of Legislature come under the pruning knife of the Press Censor, 
and the Press are permitted to publish only what suits the fancy of the Press 
Censor. Bengal has accepted this position without demur, because real 
patriots are dead and gone, and their descendants have been mysteriously 
muzzled. The result has been that nothing adverse to the Ministry can 
appear in print, and anything that does appear relates to matters which are 
laudatory of the present Ministers and their policy. Things were different 
in days gone by. It is well known that the Amrito Bazar Patrika was 
originally only a vernacular w^eekly, but very bitter in its criticism of 
Governirient. It used to lash the executive authorities so mercilessly that 
Government became furious wdth this little vernacular paper. In order to 
gag the vernacular Amrita Bazar Patnka and one or two other vernacular 
journals, the Government passed the Vernacular Press Act aimed obviously 
at the extermination of the Arnrita Bazar Patrika. The result was that 
Matilal Ghose of revered memory accepted the challenge and the day when 
the Act was promulgated the Amrita Bazar Patrika appeared as an English 
daily with its avowed policy of merciless criticism of tihe Government. 
Alas! the days of Matilal Ghose, Surendra Nath Banerjee, Narendra Nath 
Sen are no more; they were lions in their own days and we have got the 
descendants of the lions of Indian journalism in our midst today. But the 
difference between the two classes of lions is very significant. Those were 
lions whose roars used to reverWrate from Bengal across the seven sea.s to 
the homes of the British nation, but in the case of the present lions they are 
as docile as lions in a circus show. The roar of the lions of old used to make 
thrones tremble, but most of the present lions onl> know how to crouch 
beneath the throne and wag their tails in approbation of Government policy. 

Such in brief outline has been the position in Bengal since the deporta- 
tion of Mr. Surut OhuiHlra Bose and the imprisonment of prominent leaders 
under the Defence of India Act. Bereft of piditical leadership and with a 
Press paralysed under the rigours of the Defenc<‘ of India Rules, Bengal lay 
prostrate at the feet of her rulers, black and white, gasping frantically for 
the breath of frwdom but kept down in bondage by the iron rule of merciless 
autocracy. There prevailed the silence of the grave all over the land and 
men in authority could trample upon popular rights in any way they liked. 

It was in tdiest^ favourable conditions that the present Ministry took 
office on the 24th April, 1943. I have already made a full statement in this 
House regarding the circumstances in which my Ministry came to an end, 
and the present Ministers came into power. 1 do not wish to take up the 
bitter memories of the past, especially as the Chief Actor in that Drama is 
now dead and gone and I do not wish to tarnish his memory any further. 
But I cannot avoid emphasizing the fart that the conspiracy which ultimately 
led to the termination of my Cabinet was not merely a sinister one, but 
aecretly conceived and worked out and to wiiich some of the persons now in 
power were a party. It is well known that in Al5ril, 1942, Sir John Herbert, 
the then Governor of Bengal, on the advice of some permanent officials and 
ptissibly some members of the then Opposition who are now in the Cabinet, 
decided to carry out his rice remdval policy. When we came to know what 
was being done, we vehemently protested against Sir John Herberts policy 
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of the entire Cabinet, bnt to no e«ect. Snbaeqnent event® bive 
tihown that the seeds of the appalling’ disaster which overtook Bengal in 
lB42j43 were really sown when this ill-fated policy was conceived and carried 
out in spite of the advice tendered to the Governor hy ourselves who were 
then the Ministers in office. It is impoasihle to go into the details as to how 
public money was recklessly squandered away in carrying out Sir John 
Herbert’s policy but I will give only one or two illustrations. 

Government Agents were chosen to have a monopoly of tbe right to 
purchase rice and paddy in the mofassil and were given the fullest discretion 
to purchase at whatever price they liked. As soon as these Government 
agents and their emissaries spread themselves over the land like locusts the 
pric.e of rice and paddy began to shoot up beyond control. But the mischief 
did not end with the uncontrolled manner in which the Government agents 
and their lieutenants purchased rice without iiny ix'gard for economic 
considerations; there was another sinister method by which the Government 
agents were enabled to s<‘ll their purchased stock to Government at the rate 
at least 80 per cent, above the rate at which they had purchased rice in the 
mofassil. The prore.ss empl(»yed by them wa.s somewhat c()m]>licated hut it 
was somewhat on the following lines: — 

Suh-agent of one ot the Government Agents imiN liave jiurchased rice 
at Rs. 20 a maund and sold the purchased stock to Suh-agent li at Rs. 22 
tH*r maund. This process of fictitious sales and puriduises Wtween the 
lieutenants and agents went on till the last lieutenant puntluised from another 
comrade at R.s. d8 i>er maund and he sold to the (Jovernment agent himself 
at Rs. 40 |H*r maund without apparently making any profit for himself, but 
really making a profit of Rs. 20 or so iM*r maund, or in otlier words a profit 
of cent, per cent. It is impossible to vouch for the accuracy of details of 
the allegations made against agents and sub-agents and their lieutenants in 
the matter of purohast\ hut jiuhlic opinion is inclined to the view that the 
rumours that have lieeii prevalent in fihe country in these matters ere 
substantially correct. W e have repeatedly ^sked the Government to take 
the public into confidence and to state the manner in which all these 
purchases have been made, giving full details of transactions supjiorted by 
vouchers; hut Government has persistently refused to comply with our 
request. The only concession which the Government have lK*en pleased to 
make was to give us facility to inspect the Account Hooks of the agents at 
headquarters. But we have refused to be silenced by such subterfuges. 
Even an idiot can understand that hooks at headquarters do not give any 
indication of any bculmashi perpetrated in the mofassil. This was substan- 
tially the state of things when the present Ministers were in Opposition and 
worked out tbeir scheme in secret and without disclosing themselves. But 
from April, 194^3, when the 3 ' came into power, they threw off the mask and 
went headlong into these transactions throwing the economic condition of 
the country into a hopeless morass. I maintain that the famine was 
principally due to this reckless method of purchase of foodstuffs in the 
mofussil througb monopolists as adopted bj" the present Ministry. This is 
borne out by the admission of the Ministers themselves. Twice, during the 
month of May, 1943, Mr. Suhrawardy declared that there w'as no shortage 
of foodstuffs and that the high price prevailing la the country- at the time, 
i.e., May, was due to causes other than economic aitff only attributable to 
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psyciiological factors, On the 15th May, 1043» Sir Aaiira] Baqne made a 
statement in reply to addresses presented to him at Krishnagar that there 
was at that time no deficit of foodstuffs in Bengal. On the 25th May Sir 
Narimuddin declared at a public meeting at Howrah that Bengal was not a 
deficit province. It is therefore evident that the deficit disclosed by the 
famine occurred at least a couple of months after these Ministers had taken 
office. It follows therefore that tthe present Ministers are responsible for the 
famine of 1943. The Ministers embarked upon a policy which was as 
extravagant as it was politically and economically unwise. It allowed 
monopolists to purchase foodgrains in the mofussil and it allowed public 
money to be recklessly spent in order to carry out this policy. The Ministers 
never took the public into confidence, not even prominent men of business, 
and the amount advanced to favourites and unaccounted for amounts, accord- 
ing to public estimates, come up to the appalling figure of 8i crores. It is 
no wonder that the famine followed this insensate folly of the Ministers as 
a njutter of course. I maintain therefore that I am riglht in saying that the 
famine of 1943 was not due to unforeseen causes but was only man-made 
famine for which the present Ministers are solely responsible. 

I would now say a few worrls us to the ac ts of the Ministry which have 
caused an unprecedented drainage up{>n public resources. 

The present Ministry is supposed to have created more than ’),000 new 
posts of various kinds in order to carry out their food pedicy. Much of these 
expenditures w'us utterly uncalled for and these posts have been only created 
for the purpose of patronising their friends and the supporters of the 
Cabinet. 

Unfortunately (he mood of the Ministers of indulging in extravagant 
expenditure does not yet seem to be over. Even now they are establishing 
Qoveriiment shops in ('alcutta for the purpose of finding careers for their 
friends and supporters. 

They have given shops to persons who are absolutely inexperienced in 
business or trade and the grounds of selection w'ere not the competence and 
ability to discharge duties entrusted to them but their pledge to support 
the Cabinet. 

There are now rumours of Judicial posts being created without anv justi- 
fication. It is said that some 800 Lawyer-Magistrates would he appointed 
throughout Bengal on salaries varying from Rs. 400 to Us. 800 a month. 
Many of these posts will be given to supporters of the Ministry, most of 
whom would be found to be briefless lawyers w ho would not be earning even 
Rs. 40 a month, ami the vast majority of whom never came under the assess- 
ment of Income-tax. There is not the slightest justification for these new 
posts because if Honorary Magistrates are selected with care, any extra 
judicial w'ork that may be necessary can be safely entrusted to them. 

I cannot conclude my observations without making an earnest appeal 
to my friends of the European Gnmp. When I was in England attending 
Round Table Conferences, I hud occasions to take part in the discussions 
relating to the representation of various groups in the I^egislature. I did 
not oppose the European demand of 25 seata in the Bengal Legislative 
Assembly because I^ou^ht that these 25 seats would always be cast sedely 
on the merits of q n ^ ^^^ s under discussion, unaffected b}* the politicdi 
wranglings that nit|pl|^|bing on in the House. 
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deputy SPEAKER: I will just iuterrupt you. How loos’ *rill 
.you take ? 

Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: May be 5 or 6 minutes. 

Msulvi MUHAMMAO I8RAILS Sir, how long will the House continue? 
May we know the exact time? 

Mr# At Ka FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, it is for you to decide. Here you have 
got the right even to extend for one hour if you think necessary. Here it 
is no question of rule, it is your discretion. 1 could have concluded briefly, 
but .since this question has been raised, 1 will ask you jU> go on till 1 have 
finished. 

Sir, I do not mean to say that the members of the European group have 
actively participated in communal or sectional wranglings, but the manner 
in which they have been casting their votes in the Legislature for some time 
past has been a great disappointment to me. They do not seem to have 
much time to devote to the study of the details of matters that come up 
before the House, and they cast their votes en bloc generally in support of 
the Ministry that may be in office at the time. Possibly, this is because they 
hold the view that the boon of self-Goveniment conferred by England on 
India should he given the utmost possible trial and that a Ministry should 
not be allowed to become the sport of party politics. Hut 1 would ask them 
to consider what they have been doing for the last one year, vi*., since 
February, 194-1. I was then in power as the t’hief Minister and 1 have 
every rea.son to believe that the members of the Eurojiean group knew that 
my relations with the Governor were anything but smooth. They also knew 
that in the matter of food control, it was the Governor who actively inter- 
fered and he wa.s guided by the advice of some permanent officials rather 
than the advice of the Ministry. If there was anything wrong, it waa 
because .some permanent officials led the Governor into the wrong path and 
because the Governor would not take the trouble of asking the Ministers to 
explain the position and then to decide in an impartial spirit. In spite of 
all these facts, the Eurojiean group began suddenly to change their age-loug 
policy and to go against me in the Legislature. On one or two occasions 
the> remained neutral but presently they began to vote openly with the 
Opposition. The excuse was that the price of rice was steadily rising and 
that people were in acute distress. On everv occasion when the question was 
raised in the House, I pointed out that ri.se in prices was due not on account 
of any policy pursued by the Ministers but on account of the action that had 
been taken by the Governor on the advice of the pennaiienl officials. When 
our Ministry came to an end by the end of March, the prii^e.of rice rose by 
50 per cent. and when the present Ministry actually 

adopted their own policy, Bengal came into the grip of 

a famine unparallelled in history. If was the duty of 
the European group to make sifting enquiries as to whether the Ministry 
bad been properly discharging their duties and whether the charges that 
wei¥ beng levelled against the Ministers were founded on facts and whether 
they deserved the support of the European group. They did nothing of the 
kind, but went on supporting the Ministry' on groimde which, I respectfully 
eubmit, appear obviously untenable. Let me teO mj friends of the EuropeMi 
group that my suspicion is that they went me and my Cabinet 



SU OENEEAL mSCtJSSWE Oif BUDO^P. [2»m PW., 

becfiuse it was decided by high personages that our Ministry should come 
to an end, and that a Muslim League Ministry should be installed in Bengal. 
I openly formulate my charge that it was a part of British Imperial Policy 
to pamper the Muslim League and it was a part of that Policy which induced 
my friends in the European group to vote against my Ministry and with the 
Opposition. Even now they are supporting the Muslim League Ministry, 
not because the policy of the Ministers can be supported on the merits, but 
because the Muslim I^eague Ministry must be kept alive at any cost. People 
were said to have been in distress when rice was selling at Rs. 20 a maund, 
but my friends in the European group never said a word when during the 
present regime the price of rice was Rs. 100 a maund^! 

As regards the taxation proposals, my friends of the European group 
ahoud have considered the questions on their merits. They 
should have held that the Ministry have forfeited the right to support bv 
their extravagant expenditures of public money, and that therefore anv taxa- 
tion proposal should not be supported. Even now they will support the 
Agncultural Income Tax Bill m case their interests are not affected, although 
the poverty-stricken people of Bengal may perish by reason of accunnilated 
taxations. Can they deny that they will be failing in their dutv if they 
look only after their sectional interests and safeguard these alone to the 
detriment of the interests of the people of Bengal as a whole ^ This is not 
what I expect of my friends of the European group. 

I regrej I have had to inflict a long speech containing various matters 
not directly pertinent to the Budget under discus,Hi()n. 1 have avoided a 
detailed discussion of the Budget, because the di.sciission that has taken 
place during the last three days, and especially the speeches that have taken 
place today, have fully dealt with the Budget on its merits. I have preferred 
to discuss certain general aspects of the present financial conditions of the 
country, and I have therefore discussed the entire background against which 
the present Ministers carry on their activities. They managed to get a 
majority in the Assembly after assumption of office; they then proceeded to 
gag the Press completely ; so that nothing adverse to their activities may 
ap}>ear in |>apers; they then a^lvanoed public money to their favourites to 
carry on the rice purchasing policy; and these favourites were permitted to 
adopt all means, fair or foul, to purchase rice in order to be able to sell to 
Government at several times the purchased price. This is a doleful picture 
of maladministration which has tarnished the fair name of British rule in 
India. And thise things are bound to happen, if any political party, 
represented by a minority in the T^egislature, is forcibly put into power by 
the machinations of unscrupulous people, barked by high personages whose 
duty it is to keep the balance even between contending factions in the 
country. And worse things happen if the favoured section represents only 
the fraction of a community, because apart from other disastrous results, 
such action naturally divides the community among itself and the community 
as a whole from other communities in the country. It is true that no 
unfortunate events in Bengal have followed the action in forcing Sir 
Nasimuddin and his lieutenants into power. But it should be remembered 
that a Toloano is most dangerous when beneath a surface of apparent calm ; 
Mmre are the simmerini^ of a burning cauldron of explosives down below. 
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likely to burst at any moment into an unprecedented eruption. People have 
been silent so long because we are anxious to avoid hampering war efforts. 
But it should always be remembered that it is extremely dangerous and 
impolitic to make recklessly heavy drafts on the Bank of loyalty. It is a 
friendly warning and I hope our fiiends of the European group will take it 
as such. 

The whole country is now thick with rumours of the corruption, bribery* 
extravagant and thoughtless squandering of public money by their 
favourites. We demanded account to be submitted. We also demanded 
public enquiry into the causes of the great famine. All our prayers were 
rejected because the Ministers and their supporters knew that any emiuiry 
into the causes of the famine would have disclosed the manner in which 
public money had been spent and branded many of the Ministers as rank 
criminals deserving condign punishment. It has been said that public 
money thus spent but not accounted for amounts to about eight and a half 
crores of ruj)ee8. The situation is rendered still more dittic.ult by reason of 
the fact that much of the money which the Minister had allowed to h© 
extravagantly spent was nioiiev lent by the (U*ntrnl ( J(»vernment, who will 
have to be paid back the loan with reasonable interest. The Finance 
Minister has hinted that further iaxaiitm will be u necessity. He nwd hardly 
have reminded us of the fate that is in store for us. I am reminded of the 
story of the hangman in Burisal Jail who used to go about the condemned 
cells to tell the unfortunate occupants of the cells, of the fate that was 
awaiting them. The Finance Minister has very much iinitated this hang- 
man’s policy. We know very well that a Ministry which could hate been 
so shameless as to double the Sales Tax during the rigours of a devastating- 
famine. would not hesitate to put the halters of fresh taxations round our 
neckrf. The Ministry knew that there would be no protest because the Press 
has been gagged and public spirit is now absolutely a thing of the 
But I apjwal to the people of Bengal to realise the dangers ahead of us and 
I appeal to them to rise to the height of the occasion and bring the Ministry 
to account for their misdeeds and misdemeanour. I request my countrymen 
to remember the achievements of Bengal in the past and to cinulutc the 
examples of their ancestors in saving the country from comph‘lc (b»vastatioii. 
My last words today are “awake, arise or be for ever fallen (Loud 
Applause.) 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Mr. I>eputy Speaker, Sir, I have been 
directed by all parties in the Opposition to submit to you that in view' r>f ih© 
discourtesy shown to the Leader of the Opposition, it will be our painful 
duty not to participate in the proceedings any further tonight. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: It will not be fair for the Opposition in do 
»o. Courtesy demand.^ that they should hear the rest of the proceedings of 
this House. 

(At this stage the Opposition members w-alked out of the Chamlier amidst 
uproar. ) 

me HttPIlM Mr. TULSI CHANDRA COtWAMIS Sir, I quite appreciate 
the etandard of courtesy of honourable members of the Opposition. 8o 
many of my Mendi on this tide patiently heard the set, boring speeches* 



QMNMRAL MSCUSSJON ON NWmST. [2(hm Fm,, 


inaudible epeeches, worthlese speecbee of the men who have just left. I 
think it ie fitting that I should be speaking in their absence here this 
evening. (Babu Narendna Narayan Chakrabarty: Hear, hear.) 

Of course it may be said that 1 was paid to be here to hear them when they 
spoke, but, Sir, there were others on. this side who being, gentlemen, 
showed every courtesy to the leaders of the different groups of the Opposi- 
lion. The walk-out show had been carefully engineered. 

Sir, I shall address those who are present here. And first of all let me 
say that 1 am most grateful to Mr. D. .Oladding, and I think the House was 
most grateful to him, for his clear and succinct summary of Bengal’s case 
for a subvention from the Centre. As he said — I am not quoting his exact 
words but I am only trying to quote as well as I can remember from memory 
— “despite bumper revenues and the new taxes which we are about to 
impose, war conditions and the famine brought about by those conditions 
have forced expenditure to such a pitch that our financial position is broken 
beyond the remedy of any action w'hich we can in fairness be asked to take. 
The remedy must come from outside.” 1 entirely agree with that and I 
agree too that the matter is not one that can bo left over to some indefinite 
future. I appreciate that pending the receipt of actuals of two years' 
working it will be difficult to suggest what will be an appropriate subven- 
tion. My ow'n instinct is to press for the settlement of the actuals on which 
the subvention shall be calculated rather than to ask for a particular sum. 

I think 1 may mention that since my budget speech I have received an 
intimation which indicates the way the mind of the Government of India is 
working in this matter. But in fairness to all concerned — thi.s House, the 
Oovemment of India and myself, — it would be better to wait for a period 
of less than 24 hours because wdthin that time the Finance Member of the 
Government of India w’ill have made his budget speech and it may be that 
we shall have a more direct indication of the policy of the Government of 
India in regard to a subvention to Bengal. 

It is heartening to me that I have the support of all sections of the House 
in our demand of assistance from the Government of India. Bui 1 think 
I will refer to one Opposition leader’s speech — 1 am afraid rather disparag- 
ingly — for my predecessor in office Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee w'antesl to 
provide me with an argument for Sir Jeremy Raisman which 1 refuse to use. 
He said, in substance, “He is printing notes; he has got a printing machine. 
Let him send a few notes to us.” Sir, I shall not be an ally to inflation. 
That is not the argument on w'hich we have based our claim for a subven- 
tion. I do not believe that a subvention means increasing inflation in the 
•corre.sponding manner. 

Sir, there is another matter which was raised by the honourable Deputy 
Ltmder of the European Group. It is about diversion of the yields from 
specific taxation measures. I may say that criticism was voiced by more 
than one honourable member that in the budget for the coming year 
Government diverted to General Administration purposes the yields from 
euoh taxation measures as the Sales Tax and the Jute Sales Tax in violation 
<of the promises given when the approval of the legislature was obtained to 
iliese taxation measures. 

It may be that the assurance given by my esteemed colleague, 
Jfr, Subrawardy who was then Finance Minister was suck as to give ike 
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impression that the proceeds of the &aw Jute Sales Tax woiUd bo loaded 
Enancing schemes calculated to further the interests of the jute mdustry. 
That is a matter upon wlftch I do not feel myself calle<l upon to pronounce 
any opinion because if Mr. Walker will kindly turn to page 345 of the Blue 
Book he will find that the cost of Jute Regulation has been pli^oed at Re. 50 
lakhs during the current year, the net cost being reduceil to Us. 33,34,000 
after deduction of contribution of Rs. IC.Ob.OtK) by the I ivil Supplies 
Department on account of services of Jute Regulation staff during the anti- 
hoarding drive, and at Rs. 58 lakhs next year. It will be seen, therefore, 
that the whole basis of Mr. Walker’s criticism is misconceived. But if that 
were not the case I confess that at the present time when the problem of the 
Finance Minister is to bridge a gulf of Rs. 10 cn)res lietween revenue and 
expenditure any talk of diversion of funds and the idea of funding receipts 
from any particular taxation measure are wholly divorced from the realities 
of the situation. 

I may now deal with another criticism equally unrealistic and that is 
there is no indication in the Budget estimates of how the proceeds of the 
new taxation proposals are to be utilised. In the first place 1 have not the 
habit of counting the chickens before they are hatched. The estimates now 
under consideration do not take into account the additional revenue I hope 
to get from the Agricultural income-tax and the enhanciMl sales tax. 
Secondly, I would not have thought that it was necessary for me to underline 
again for every additional rupee that I can raise will he required to essen 
the gap between tlie cost of tackling the aftermath of famine and our 
existing revenue. 

Sir. need I say anything more at this last hour except that it will lie my 
duty to press the claims of Bengal as best as 1 can before the Uovernment 
of India!' 1 am doing so. 

Adjoumnwnt. 

The House was then odjourned at 8-4") p.m. till iJ-dH P-m. on \\ednesday, 
tbe 1st of March, 1944, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Ptoeeadiiifi of the Benfol Lofitlative AitemUy attombled imdofr 
the proriiiont of At Government o^India Actf 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Wednesday, 
the let March, 1944, at 3>30 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Mr. Syed Nacsher Ali) in the Chair, 12 
Hon^ble Ministers and 183 members. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Rsltsss of political and security prisonors of Midnaporo for roliof work. 

Mao. Mr. NIKUNilA BEHARI MAITI: (a) Is the Hon ble Minister 

in charge of the Home DeiJartment aware of, with regard to Contai and 
Tamluk subdivisions of Midnai>ore — 

(») the extent of loss in i>er8ou and property by the last Octol)er cyclone 
in 1942 and tidal bore; 

(li) the subswjuent loss of life by prevalence of pestilence; 

(iit) the extent of destruction caused to — 

(1) au$, 

(2) atnan crops, and 

(3) vegetables 

by the recent floods in the district in the months of July and 
August; 

(tv) high prices, rarity of foodstuffs and prevalence of famine condi- 
tion; and 

(r) daily death of hundreds of persons by starvation? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the aftinnative, is the Hon’ble Minister 
considering the desirability of releasing all security and other political 
prisoners of the district of Midnapore to give them facilities to work for 
saving, as far as possible, the lives of men, women and children at least 
of their own district? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’bla Khwaja Sir 
Naiimifddin) S (a) Yes; but with regard to (r) the Hon’ble the Home 
Minister’s information is that although some deaths occurred due to malaria 
combined with starvation, it could not be said to have occurred by hundreds 
daily. 

(6) No. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With reference to answer (o>(t), wiU 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleaseil to state whether Government cAn give the 
House wi approximate idea as to the number of deaths that have occurred 
in the locality during the period in quI^stionP 

Khan BMUMhir MOHAMMED ALI: The total loss of human lives in 
Contai was 10,932 and in Tamluk 2,909. 
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SJ« MARENDRA HATH DAS GUPTAS Will the Hon’ble Miaieter He 
pleaeed to state whether he is aware that the leaders who are detained in 
jail are respected and that the pwple obey their instructions more than the 
instructions of the Government P 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALIS That is a matter of opinion. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With reference to answer (h), will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether any security prisoners of 
Midnapore have ever applied to Government for release in order to devote 
themselves to relief work exclusively P 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, Sir, some security prisoners 
did apply. 

8J. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: In view of the reply just now 
given by the Hon’ble Minister that some security prisoners did apply, will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what stood in the way of their 
release ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The interest of public safety and 
security. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With regard to the answer just given 
by the Hon’ble Minister as to the approximate number of deaths, will the 
Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state what is the source of his information P 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The infonnation was collected by 
the Kevenue Department of Government. 

Petitions of Mr. Nishitha Nath Kundu, M.L.A., detained in the Preeidenoy 

ilail. 

M31. Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: (a) Will ihe Hon’hle Minisler 
in chaige of the Home Department he pleuse<l to state whether Mr. Nishitha 
Nath Kundu, now detained in the rresideiicy dail under Defence of 

India Kules, sent two petitions to the Home Minister and one to. the Superin- 
tendent, Presidency Jail, in succession asking for remedy in respect of 
several grievances P 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state" 

(/) the date of those three petitions and the dates when they were 
received by the respective addressees; and 

(it) whether any action or actions were taken on these petitions? 

(c) If the answer to {b) (ii } is in the affiniiative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the date when such action or actions were taken P 

(d) If no action was taken, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
the reasons thereof? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of holding 
immediate enquiries into the complaints made in those petitions and take 
proper steps in the matter? If not, why not? 

KImmi BaMdur MOHAMMED ALI (on boludf of Uio Hon«bfo Kliwsja tlr 
Ntttimuildin): Yes. 

(b) and (c) The petitions, addressed to the late Hon’ble Chief Minister 
and Home Minister, were received by the Superintendent, Presidency Jail, 
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osr the 29th September, 1942, t.e., before the honourable member wae made a 
aeouritv pri/wner under Cbvemment order No, 6357H.J., dated the 23rd 
October, 1942. They were forwarded to the Exeoutiye Engineer, Electrical 
Division, on the 2nd October, 1942, as they complained of insnflScient light- 
ing arraugementg. The Executive Engineer inspected the lighting arrange- 
mentH and submitted an estimate for additional lighting |X)int8. The work 
has since been put through. 1’he other grievances stated in these petitions 
and in that, addressed to the Suj)erintendent of the Jail, were on some vague 
points and were attendofl to by the Superintendent personally. 

(d) and (e) Do not arise. 

Ilf. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDUs With reference to the last portion 
of the answer (h) and (r), namely, “the other grievances stated in these 
petitions and in that, addressed to the Superintendent of the Jail, were on 
some vague points”, will the Hon'hle Minister be pleased to state what 
were tli(^ points raised in those petitions? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: They were not absolutely explicit, 
but one of them was that they wanted an interview with tlie Hon ’hie Chief 
Minister. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Was that the only point that was 
raised in those petitions? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI. That was one of the points. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: What were the other points? 

Mr. 8PEAKER. He has already answered that the\ were not al)S<dutely 
explicit. 


Renwtval of civil, oriminal and revenue courts of Comllla. 

•132. Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: la) Will the Hon’ble Minis- 
ter in charge of the llevenue Ilepartment he pleased to state whether it is 
a fact that — 

(i) the civil, criminal and now*! of the revenue courts of the town of 
Comilla have been shifted to the three places, viz., Brahmanbaria, 
Pachirngaon and Barkamfa; 

(li) many houses of the town of Comilla l)elonging to the pleaders, 
muktears and other ofheial and non-o£Rcial gentlemen have been 
temporftrily acquire<l by the Government under i*ule 75A of the 
Defence of India Rules ; 

(tti) many pleaders and muktears on account of the shifting of the courts 
bad to leave the town of Comilla and they had Wen provided in 
kufchit bamhoo-r(X)fcd huts tem|xvniirily, oinnstnicte<l by the 
Oovernineiit for which they have been re(iuired to pay monthly 
rents varying from Re. 8 to R8.40 according to the size of the 
houses? 

(h) If the answer to (a) And (tt) is in the afiirmative, will the Hou’ble 
Minitter be pleased to state — 

(i) whether any monthly rents have been fixed for the houses acquired; 

(tt) if so. what was the basis ap^ed for fixing the rents; 
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(Mt) when the rents had been fixed ; and 

(tv) the time when the shiftin^^ has taken place? 

(а) la it a lact that at the time when the houses were acquired the then 
District Magistrate as well as the Special Officer in charge of evacuation 
gave assurances that the rent would be fixed on the basis of the area of the 
pucca and kutcha buildings of the houses? 

{d) If 80 , will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether those 
assurances had been implemented? 

(e) If the answer to (</) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister l)e 
pleased to state what was the reason of not giving effect to them? 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Tarak Nath Mukerjea): {a){i) Yes. 

(ii) Yes. Some of these houses have Ixmmi re<piisitionetl on military 
demand. The other houses have been recpiisilioimd at the recjuest of the 
ev^acuees as this would entitle them to removal ctiwts. 

{Hi) Plans of certain tyiH's of houses having rents varying from Rs.8 
to 118.40 were pre|mred and jmblished, the rent for each type l)ei ng shc»wn 
in the plan. The evacuees were allotted the tyiJes of houses selected by 
them. 

(б) (i) Yes. 

{tt) The rents were fixed in ucciH-dance with (he instructions issued by 
Government in the matter, relevant extract from which is placed on the 
Library Table. 

{iit) Fixation of rents wa.s taken iij> immediately after evacuation and 
up to date rents have l>een fixed in res|>ect of dll i ases out of a total number 
of d29. Only 18 cases .still remain jieniling of which 4 relate to the 
evacuation. 

{ir) From the middle of October, 194d, till the liegiuiiing of December, 

1943 . 

(c) No. 

(d) and (e) Do not arise. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the flon'ble Minister be 

plea.sed to tell^is whether tlie owners of houses have been consulteil rn the 

matter of fixation of rents which were* base<l on the valualion of buildings 
and lands in determining the annual value of rents? 

The HOffi’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKER.IEA: As I have already said, 
rents were fixeil in accordance with the instructions issued by Government 
in this respect. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hotrble Minister be 

pleased Ut tell us whether one <»f the instructions arc* that rents should he 
fixed on the luisis of the value of the buildings and lands less depreciation? 

Tho Hofl’blo Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERdEA: The rules have been 
sitictly followed in fixing the rent. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTAl Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased to state how the value of buildings and lands have determined 
without consulting the owners? 
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Tlw H4n’M« Mr. TARAK RATH MUKtR4EAi TheM detaib it is for 
the local officer to decide and if the honourable member will pve notice I 
will furnish them. 

Mr. DHIRENORA RATH DATTAs Is the Hon^ble Minister aware 
that no owner has been consulted and will the Government consider the 
desirability of making an enquiry into the niatter of fixation of rent? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUICERJEA: I am not aware whether 
the owners were actually consulted or not. 

Mr. DHIRENORA NATH DATTA: In view of the fact that although 
I am the owner of a house which has been taken over I have not been 
consulted, do the Government consider the desirabiity of making an enquiry" 
into the matter? 

The Hoii’bie Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: 1 think his case will 
be considered. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to tell us how’ the cost of removal was determined ? 

The HOfl’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERSEAl As 1 have already said, 
under the prescribed rules. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
the cost of removal was determined on the basis of the area of purcn or 
kxitcha buildings? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: 1 want notice 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI: So fur as the removal cost is concerned, is it not 
a fact that the cost awarded is four times in the case of jmcca houses of the 
cost awarded in tlie case of kutcha houses? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: That is not actually 
the case. Kuch case is considered on its own merits. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’hle Minister he 
pleased to state what is the remedy to the proprietor who feels aggrieved 
by the fixation of rent made by the local authorities? 

The HOffl’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA; 1 believe he should 
apply to the Collector and th^n to the Revenue Department.^ 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI: With reference to the answer that each case is 
considered on its own merits, is the Hon'ble Minister aware that actually 
the removal cost that is given is four times in the case of pucea hoiises of 
that given in the case of kutcha houses? 

Tha HOffl’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Rules are always 

observed fu granting such costs. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI: la the Hon'ble Minister in a position to deny that 
the removal cost given is four times in the oase of pueca houses of that given 
in the case kutcha houses? 

The Hoil’hle Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: I am not aware of that. 

Mr. 8HAHE0ALI: Will the Hon 'blw** Minister be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that the value of furniture in kutcha houses may be 
greater in some oases than that qI, iumiture in pucea houses? 
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Th* Hen'ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: I am uot aware oi 
that. 

Mr« SHAHEDALIS Is the Hou'ble Minister aware that so far as the 
removal cost is concerned, Government has shown a .special favoiu* to those 
persons who own pncca houses? 

Mr. SPEAKERS That question does not arise. 

Grant of extension to derks of Alipore Collectorate. 

M33. Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BiSWAS: {a) Will the Hon hie 

Minister in charge ol the Kevenue lhq>artiuent Is* pleased to state whether 
it is a fact that Mi. Basak, the (h»*n Disliict Magistrate of *24-l*arganas. 
in granting extciisitm to one Bahu Kulii>atla Brahiuo, a clerk of the Alipore 
Collectorate, ordered that no further e\ien,>ioii wouhl Ik* grunttMl to that 
clerk y « 

{b) If the unsw'er to (o) is in the affirmative, will tin* Hoii’hle Minister 
be pleased to state whethei anothei »'\tensinn has it*<*entl\ been granted 
to the said clerk and, if so, on what grouinls? 

(r) Will the llou’lde Minister lie pleased to stale whether it is a fact 
that no extension to any Muslim clerk in the Aliisue (’olh'clorute has lieen 
given by the present District Magistiate? If not, why not? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: tot Yes 

(b) Yes. but w'hen Mr. Hasak's orders were brought to the notice of 
the present District Magistrate, the oiders granting further extension were 
cancelled he foie the clerk could enjoy the same. 

(c) Only one Muslim ( lerk was due to r«‘tir(‘, hut his i«*co!il of servit:e 
wari not .sucii as to justify hi** < oiitiniiainM* in service after tin* age normally 
fixed for retirement 

Grant of pension to the family of late Sashi Kumar Gharami of Chaulakalhl 

in Barisal. 

M34. Brijilt NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: to) Will the Ilon’hle 

Minister in charge of the Dome Dejr.ii tinent 1 k' jdeased to state whether it 
is a fact that-- 

{i) in October, 1J02, a daring dacoity was jk*i |X‘ ti ateil at ( Miaulukaihi, 
police-station Haiiaiipara, district Barisal, at the housit of one 
Shashi Kumar Bhuia ; 

ii) on hearing hue an^erv >ome iiieinlK*rs o^f ilie village* defence party 
faced the dacoits; 

(lit) one Shashi Kumar (Tharaim, a inenilier ot the village defence jiurty, 
lost his life in the scufHe with the ilacoits; 

iir) aged mother, widowed wife and an imls'cile brother W'ere his depen- 
dantH l>efore his death ; 

tr) by his death the whole faiuity have l>eeti reduced to a state of 
poverty ; 

^e^) tke Superintendent of J’olicc* of Bariaal vidited Chaulakafhi, |»aid 
Rs.lO to the bereaved family, and firotniaed a suitable allowance 
for the family ; 
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(vti) in reply to their repeated prayers they have been given only oral 
asfurances; and 

(vui) tl^e family have not yet received any allowance P 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether he is considering* the desirability of granting 
a suitable allowance for the family? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja Sir 
Nazimuddin) : On the night of dth November, 1942, a dacoity was com- 
mitted in the house of one Sashi Kumar Saha and on hearing the alarm 
Sashi Kumar Gharami collected some other persons and faced the dacoits 
who murdered him. The deceased left behind his mother and widow who 
were dependent on him and to each of whom a compassionate pension of 
Rs. 10 a month l#as been sanctioned by Government with elfect from the 
10th November, 1942, the date following that of Sashi Kumar Gharami’s 
death. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether in view of the abnormal rise in the price of food- 
stuffs and cloths, Government is considering the desirability of increasing 
the allowance? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: (rovernment have practically grant- 
ed Ks. 20 a mouth — Ks. 10 to the mother and Its. 10 to the widow. 

8J. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: K the lion ble Ministei awaie 
that Sushi Kumar Gharami who was murdered has also a brother who is 
an imbecile to support? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That (]uestion has alread\ been 
replied — Government have no information. 

8j. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Will the Hon ble Minister he 
jilea.sed to state when this allowance has been sanctioned by Government? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That has also been answered — with 
effect fixmi the date following his death. 

8J. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: 1 want to know when the 
allowance has been sanctioned. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 want notice. 

Theft and burglary at Senha^ in Khulna. 

*135. Mr. N. GUPTA: {a) Will the llon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Home lK*partiiieiit be pleased to state whether it is a fact that there 
were searches in the Senhati village in the district of Khulna by ptdice 
office! s of Doulatpur thaiia in the month of August, 1943? 

{b) If the answer to (o) is in the affirmative, will the llon’ble Minister 

pleased to state — 

(t) whether any stolen articles \ierv iound in the search; 

(ti) if so, what were the articles; and 

(«»t) how they were disposed of? 
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(c) Is it a fact tiiat — 

(i) some stolen articles were found in the honsee of Qirindra Nath Pal 
and Atul Chandra Das ; 

(tt) Girindra Nath Pal is the captain of the Senhati Defence Party; 
{Hi) just after the seanh Atul Chandra Das absconded ; and 
(iv) Girindra Nath Pal was on a pi*eviou8 occasion suspected in a theft 
case? 

(d) Is it a fact that the jx)lice oflicer did not prosecute all the men 
involved in the theft cases which led him to make searches? 

(e) Will the Hon’ble Minister l>e pleased to state the names of the |>ersons 
who were under arrest after the search in the month of Auguai, 1943? 

(/) Is it a fact that almost every night thefts or burglaries are being 
perpetrated in the Senhati village? 

(g) If the answer to (/) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether steps have l)een tnkeu by Police for detection? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon'bla Khwa|a Sir 
Nazimuddin) : (a) No. 

(6), (c), (i), (Hi) and (ir), (d) and (e) Do not arise. 

(c) (ii) and (g) Yes. 

if) There have l>een several cases of theft and burglary in this locality. 

Family allowanoe to security prisoner Mr. Rabindra Nath tikdar. 

M36. Babu KHACENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: (a) Will the Uon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department be jdettsed to state whether 
the security prisoner, Mr. Rabindra Nath Sikdar, now detained in the 
Rajshahi Central Jail, has been granted any allowance for the maintenance 
of his family ? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, will the If on 'hie Minister ^ 

pleased to state — • 

(i) the rea.son therefor; and 

(ii) whether he was an earning memWr of his family before his arrest? 
(r) Are the Government eon.sidering the <Iesiralalit \ of reviewirig his case 

and granting him suitable family allowance? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja Sir 
Nazimuddin): (o) No. 

ih)(i) The security prisoner has no wife or issue and had no dependants. 
The income of the elder brother from landed proiK'rfies and business is 
adequate for .support of the family. 

(ii) Yes. 

(c) No. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of his answer (ij}(ti) '‘Yes'* 
and in view of the (lovernment policy in regard to the grunting of allow- 
ances. viz., if anybody be prevented from earning by bis detent ifm, he will 
be granted an allowance, does the lion’ hie Minister think it desirable to 
review this case and grant him an allowance as his family has la^eii deprived 
of his earning? 
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Kllifl Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The family was not dependant ou 
his earning. Though he was an earning member, his elder brother earD.> 
about Rh. 200 per month from his cabinet business and Rs. 70 a month 
as house rent in addition to Rs. 1,000 per year as income from the landed 
properties. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to tell the House whether the prisoner himself earned any money for the 
family? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That question has been replied. 
He did earn money. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister tell the 
House whether by imprisoning him the family is not deprived of that 
earning? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. 8URENORA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether it is not the policy of the Government that where 
a family is deprived of th(* income of an earning mejuber. Government grunt 
family allowanc.es by considering the expenses of the family a** well iis the 
income ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 have already replied that the 
family is in no way in distress becau.se the (‘urning of the taniily is (juite 
sufficient to meet their expensiw; besides, the setuiriiy prisoner had no 
wife or iaaue. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(mnawm to which were laid on the table) 

Number of mhahitants of the province of Orissa detained as security 
^ prisoners in Bengal. 

59 . Mr. SATYAPRIYA BANERJEE: UO Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in clyirge of the Home ])<*partment Ik‘ pltsi.sed to state tlie number of 
security prisoners, whether inbabitant.s ol. or domiciled in, the province of 
Orissa now detained in Rengal Jail? 

(b) Will the Hon’hle Minister be pleased to state whether — 

(f) two such security prisoners, Sj. Sriharsa Misra, an inhabitant of 
Orissa, and Sj. Amurnath (’hatterjee. domiciled in Oris.sa, ire 
now lodged in Ihim Dum t’eiitral .laii; and 
(it) any or both of them has or have applied for the grant of family 
allowance and transfer U) his or their own f»rovince, viz., 
Orissa ? 

(c) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister Ik* pleastsl to state what action haa 
lioeit taken with regard to those petitions? 

(d) Is it a fact that — 

(i) they are not supplied with any Oriya newspaper ; and 
(ji) the Oriya newspaper Utkal Deepika approved and entered in the 
list of newspapers under the Bengal Security Prisoners' Buies, 
1 S 40 , has ceased to be published long ago? 
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(«) If so, is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of mipply- 
ing them with another Oriya newspaper P 

(/) Is it a fact that — 

(i) Sj. Sriharsa Misra applied for the supply of the organ of the Orissa 
National War Front at Government cost in November, 1942; 
and 

(it) no reply has yet been vouchsafed to him in this regard P 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Khwaja Sir Nazimtiddin) ; (a) Three. 

(6) (t) Yes. 

(it) Yes, except that no petitions have l)een rei^eived from Babu Amarnath 
Chatterjee praying for the grant of family allowance. 

• (c) The wife and mother of Babu Sriharsa Misra have each granted 
an allowance. 

The prayer of both of them for transfer has been rejected 

(d) Yes. 

(e) The matter is under consideration. 

(/) I have no information. 

Mr^ SUKUMAR DUTTA: Will the Hoirblc Minislt^r be pleased to 
state what is his decision for the transfer of tin* prisoner Sriharsa Misra to 
his own province? 

Khnn B&hfldur MOHAMMED ALIs rhat has h»M‘ii hy 

Government. 

Mr. SUKUMAR DUTTA: Will tin* Tlotrhle Minislt*! please state why 
hi.s application has been rejected? 

Khsn Bflhaduf MOHAMMED ALIS It is not in the public* iitterest to 
disclose tlu‘ rea.sons. 


A certain book ‘*One World** by Mr. Wendell WHIkio. 

60. Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: (a) Will the Ifnn'ble Minister in 
charge of the Publicity Department be pleased to slate whether — 

(t) Mr. Wendell W illkio's recent book “One Woild” has iwen mado 
available to him so that he may have a scientific background and 
correct perspective of publicity work; and 
(ti) the said book is now or has ever been available in Bengal? 

(h) If the answer to (a)({i) is in the negative, will the Ifoii’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reasons thereof? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirabiiil v of tailing stejMi 
to make the book available to the reading public in Bengal so that they may 
judge for themselves Bengal's jiosition in the coming world reconetniction ? 

MINISTER in ctiarge of the PUBLICITY DEPARTMENT (the Hon*bie 
Mr. Piilin Beheri Mutlick): I have not seen the book. 

(ti) I understand a limited oumbeu* of copies was received by certain 
book-sellers and quickly sold out. 

(If) Does not arise. 

(€) No. 
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Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SENS Will the Hon'ble Minister consider the 
desirability of procuring a copy of the book and read it thoroughly? 

The Hoil’ble Mr. PULIN BEHARI MULLICKs I have nothing more 
to add. The answer is already there. 

Adjouriifiient motion. 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROYs Mr. Speaker, t have already given 
notice 

Mr. SPEAKERS There is one thing, Mr. Roy. I think you have got 
my consent and I have stated definitely that if you agree to move it 
tomorrow, then I will allow it, otherwise not. 

Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROYs If urgency is waived 

Mr. SPEAKERS I am prepared to waive it. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Wliat is suggested is that after leavt 
of the House 

Mr. SPEAKER: You mean to say that leave of the House should b< 
taken today and the discussion may be taken up tomorrow. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Yes, Sin. 

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: If Government objects, otherwis* 
not. 

Tilt Hon*blt Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: On a point of order, Sir. 
would like to point out that Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee in his speed 
during the budget debate discussed this question. 

Dr. SYAMAPRASAD MOOKERJEE: No, Sir, I did not. 

Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: I am afraid the Hon’hle the Leader o 
the House interrupted me while I was continuing. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Let me understand the position. Perhaps there i 
some confusion about the matter in my mind itself. I will make my positio: 
quite clear. There is some matter on the agenda today which, to my mind 
appears to be a demand for grant though there is some doubt with regan 
to that matter even. The present matter came up to me when the bell wa 
ringing. I could not make up my mind within the short time. I though 
this a doubtful affair. So, what I have ordered is that the motion ma; 
be allowed to be moved tomorrow only to suit my convenience. If an; 
technical objwtion is raised regarding its discussion tomorrow, of course, 
am here. So 1 am asking you not to move it today. 

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: If you waive the urgency. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have already said that. You move it tomorrow an 
the matter will lie taken up tomorrow. That will he l>e8t. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: So far the objection of Sir Naiim 
uddin is concerned, you have ruled it out. 

Mr. SPEAKER: l>r. San>al, so far as the objection of Sir Nazimuddii 
is concerned, I have not even beard it. How can I give my decision? 
will hear his objection tomorrow and I will give my decision tomorrow 
but SQ far as the question of urgency is concerned, it is entirely my concern 
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DFi NALINAK8HA SANYALs What this Houss has actually been 

given an impression of was that the proposal of my X<ea(ier to move an 
adjournment motion on the banning of a statement issued bv the Party 
Leaders on the food situation could not be taken up because Dr. Syamaprasad 
Mookerjee had previously discussed something about it. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is not before the House. I am not listening to 
that matter now. 

Massages from the Bengal Legislative Oounoil. 

Secretary then read the following me.ssagos : — 

“That the coiicuiTence of the Bengal Legislative Assembly be asked to 
the Bengal Non-Agricultural Tenancy (Temporary Provisions) Extending 
Bill, 1944, as passed by the Bengal Legislative ('ouncil at its meeting held 
on the 17th February, 1944.” 

“That the concurrence of the Bengal Legislative Assemhly he asked to 
the Coroners and Criminal Prm'edure (Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1944, as 
passed by the Bengal Legislative Council at its meeting held on the 24th 
February, 1944,” 


Report of the Public Accounts Committee. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Does any member want to speak on the Public 
Accounts Committee Report? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Yes, Sir. 1 was wondering if the dis> 
cussion on the Public Accounts ('^immittee Report should be initiated by the 
Hon’hle Minister in charge and therefore. Sir, I was just waiting to find 
whether the Hon’hle Minister in charge of Public Finance would first lend 
me his ears or his inimitable voice to this House by giving us a lead in the 
matter of discussion. But in view of the attitude shown, I feel that it is 
no use >vaiting for his lead. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA G08WAMI: On a point of order. 
Sir. I have not shown any particular atlitud<». 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Dr. Sanyal has not cast any lellection on you. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Sir, there were some inaudible 
remarks made by Mr. Goswami 

Mr. 8PEAKER: He did not make any reflection on anybody. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Reflection or deflect ion<-what was it? 

The Hon’blo Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Dr. Sanyal said: 
“in view of the attitude I took up“. But I took up no particular attitude. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: An attitude of complete indifference 
towards what is happening in this House. 

The HOfl’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: That is an untruth- 
ful statement. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, the House generally has little 
opportunity to know how recklessly certain departments of Government deal 
with the amounts placed at their disposal and how in many cases canons 
of finance are violated. It is only after the lapse of 1 or 2 years when the 
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expenses are incurred that accounts are placed before the Public Accounts 
Committee. 

Sir, I feel it therefore my duty to invite the attention of this House 
to certain thin{?s that have been revealed in the course of our discussions. 
The details of the Report are available to the members, and I am sure many 
of them would find that an interesting reading. 

I shall now invite the attention of the House to certain important matters 
both of procedure as well as of facts. 

The first thing that strikes me and which I wwt you and this House 
to take notice of is the manner in which the work of the Public Accounts 
Committee is being conducted. So far as I can see, Sir, the Public Accounts 
Committee is a committee of this legislature. It is a committee created by 
rules and yet the work of this committee is conducted by the Finance 
Department and not the Assembly Department. 

Sir, 1 do not want to speak any more. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir. the question may now be 
put. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: It is only for geueral discussion. It is not a ques- 
tion of putting to the House. We will now proceed with the next business 
on the agenda. 

EXCESS GRANT, 1941.42. 

“10— Forest”. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Sir, I beg to move 
that on the recommendation of His Excellency the (lo\einor an excess grant 
of Ks. l,8d,d*)0 be voted by the Assembly to regularise the expenditure in 
excess of the voted grant in the year 19*41-42 under the maior head “10 — 
Forest “ . 

Mr. 8PEAKER: The question before the House is that 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir. I want to speak. 

Mr. 8PEAKER; Khan Bahadur. the Hon’ble Minister has spoken. It 
is not necessary for you to speak. 

Point of Order. 

The Hon’blo Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN. On a point of order. Sir. 
When a motion is moved, that motion is open to discussion, and as a matter 
of fact one member from this side of the House got up to speak. We hope 
that he should be allowed to speak. Sir. it does not necessarily mean that 
the members from the Opposition are the only people who cun speak — — 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: On a point of order upon the 
Hon’ble Minister’s making this statement. Sir, this has been the inviolable 
practice of this House that when the S|)eaker puts a motion, no point of 
order should be allowed to be raised. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Let me bear him first. Yes, Sir Naiimuddin. 

TK. Hon’M. Khw.J. Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 maintain, Sir, that once 
a motion is moved it is open to discussion from both aides of the House 
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and it is not only the OpjK)sition who have got the right to spaak, but also 
the members from this side of the House who have (he right to speak* I 
would request you to consider this point. What happened is this. Even 
the fact that the discussion on the Public Accounts (Vmimittee Report had 
terminated was not known. Abruptly Dr. Sanya! sat down, and you, Sir, 
called upon the Hon’ble Minister to move the motion lor excess grant and 
one member from this side wanted to discuss the Public Accounts Committee. 

Dr. NALIIIAK8HA 8ANYAL: That is not n fact. 

The HOfi’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDOIN: How can that be soP 
Dr. Sanyal refused to proceed further witli his speech and most of the 
criticisms related to the time when his party was in office. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8A^AL: That absolutely a lie. My party 
was never in office- 

Mr. 8PEAKER: The word lie is unparliuinentarN . 

Mr. J0GE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: All right; that is incorrect. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, please put the motion. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Mr Sanyal, 1 quite understand the situation and I 
am listening to the point of (ndcr rai.scd by Sir Naziinuddin. Ilis point of 
order is whctlier I should ]>erini1 Khan Ilahadur Mohainined Ali to speak 
or not. That is liic real p(»int. 

Mr. J0GE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Sir. the Leader of the House is 
speaking feu' tin* purjxisc ot gaining time, so that Mr. Sjieuker who had 
stood in his seat to put llie fjuesiion mav n<»t do sf» Is that a point of 
order ‘f 

The Hon’blo Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Wc have got our men who 
a^ant to speak on the motion before it is put 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8^NYAL: That is an invention. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURi; That i.^ opposed to fur is 

(Interruption.) 

Mr. 8PEAKER: What is >oiir point of orders 

The Hoii’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: My point oi order is this. 
We have a right to speak on the motion and ihcre((»re our noonluTs should 
be given an opportunity to speak. 

Mr. SPEAKER: M y difficulty in thi.-. respect is apparent on the face of 
it. The report of the Public Accounts (’(mJinittce yyas open to disroission. 

I iuvite<l discufiion. Well, l>r. Sanya! wanted to siK^ak. He went on 
speaking for some time, but it appeared to me that even at that stage h© 
was not quite relevant. Even if he had pioccerled further in that way 1 
would not have most probably allowed him. When Di , Sanyal snt down 
qll of a sudden I enquired if anybody eNe waiiterl to speak. Then nobody 
stood up and I passed on to the next item aiol calleri upon th<* Hrui’ble 
Finance Minister to move his motion. 

Mr. PAZLUR RAHMAN: On a point oi order, Sir - 
^(Interruption.) 



m 


POINT OF ORDEK 


[1st Mauch, 


Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: OoTer^ment know that they will be 
defeated today. Let them clear out. Nothing can save them. 

Mr. SAiANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Sir, are you going to help the 
Government to remain in office? 

(Interruption.) 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: On a point of order, Sir. May I submit to 
you that when Dr. Sanyal sat down all on a sudden you at once without 
asking any of us to speak proceeded to the next item. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is not correct. Will you please resume your seat? 
(Cries of ‘‘Obey the Chair” from the Opposition Benches.) 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir 

Mr. SPEAKER: If what you said was true then the Hon’ble Minister 
would not have had an opportunity to move his motion. But he moved and 
then I called upon you to speak but nobody stood up. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, with all due respect to the Chair 1 must 
say that even if you have asked the Minister to move a motion and the 
Minister has moved it, that does not deprive any other member of this House 
to speak on the report of the Public Accounts Committee. 

(Interruption.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Rahman, will you please sit down? 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Will you not be pleased to hear me? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am not going to allow any more discussion. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Why not, Sir? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is my ruling. (Cries of “Obey the Chair” from 
the Opposition Benches.) 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: On a point of order. Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Sir, Nasimuddin, will you please ask your members to 
resume their seats? We have got to proceed with the business of the 
House. 

The Hon’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: They want to raise a point of 
order and nothing else and it is for you to decide whether the point of order 
is relevant or not and you may give your ruling. 

Mr. SPEAKER: My ruling is this. So far as the discussion on the 
report of the Public Accounts Committee was concerned it was closed. No 
question of reopening it possibly arises. The next question is with regard 
to the Excess demand. That motion was moved and I passed for sufficient 
time for others to speak. But nobody rose to speak. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I rose. Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER. Please sit down. You rose when I had half put the 
question. I am not going to allow any more discussion. 
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••10— Femt" 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Tulai Chandra Goswami that an «*oeaa 
CTant of Rs. 1,83,350 be voted by the Assembly to regularise the expendituM 
in excess of the voted grant in the year 1941-42 under the 
“10 Forest”, was then put and a division taken with the following 

result : — 


AYEf-Tt, 


AMNi Axis, MsnIsrs m. 

AMnI Hits. Mr. Mirtt. 

AMNi NskiM. Msslvt (My«s«slR|k). 

AMnI HakiM Vlkraxiaarl, Maalsi M. 

AMNi MiMitf. Mr. A. M. 

AMnI Rartai. Mr. 

AMNi Util •Itaat, Maalvl. 

AMnI Matalok Malik. Or. 

AMhI Wakak Kkaa. Khaa Oakaiar. 

AMNtta’AI MahaiaM. Mr. 

AMar Rakiaaa, Kkaa Oakatfar A. r. M. 

AMar Rakiaaa IMilsI. Mr. 

AMar RasskIS MakaiaaN. Mr. 

AMar RaskoM, Maaivi Mi. 

AMar Raaf. Kkaa Rakaiar Maalvl I. (Hawrak.) 
AMas tkakaai, MaalvL Mi. 

Akal rail, Mr. Mi. 

Akal Masai, Kasl. 

Akal Qaasoia, Maalvl. 

ARaaaiila AkMsi. Kkaa Rakaiar Maalvl. 

AHilr All Mia, Maalvl Mi. 

Rarna, Iks Hsa Ms Mr. frtaikari. 

RaraMN. Raka (kyaaia frasai. 


Rlsaas, Mr. Rasik Ul. 

Okakrakarty. Raka Nartaira Harayai* 
•UpRsaiala, Mr. 4. W. 

Das, Ral laklk Aaakal Ckaairv 
Das, Ral taklk Klrtl Rkasaa. 


rarkat Raaa Kkaaaai. 
raslal Qaailr, Kkaa 
iailar Rakauin, Mr.^****"^* 
rastar Rakaiaa, 

•aaaraail. tN “ 

RrUBIks, Mr. 


s Mr. TaM RkaaRra. 



^Maikart, Maalvl. 


iRs, Mr. Mia. 
aili Ikak, Maalvl. 

^4 MalW, Maalvl ( My awaalack). 
vjirt Wakai, MaahrL 
Jiar Rassak, Maalvl. 

JMnryt Okaaikary, Makarala taskl Kaala. 
laktofaska, Myawaalafk. 

ItkiMi Kkaa, Mr. lyvi. 

Masaiila Akaisi, Mr. 

I AkHMi Okaaikary, Kkaa Rakaiar Na|l. 
,Mr.lyai. 



NaaiMaiila Akaiai, Kkaa takik. 

NalsRMHy iaaiaiar, Kkaa fiklk MaatvI. 

^alalaiila Akaiai, tka Mta*kls Kkaa Rakaiar Maalvi. 
KaMraiila Kkaa, Kkaa RakMar MaaM. 

Kaaaaiy, Mr. I. R. 

Kaiaar. Mr. Atal Okaaira. 

Maflsaiila Akaisi. Kkaa laklk Maalvl (TlRpavai. 
Maaial, Mr. AairHa Ul. 

Maaial, Mr. Raaka Rskart. 

Maaial. Mr. iagat Okaaira. 

Maaial. tko Naa'Mo Mr. ia|aaira Natk. 

Maaial. Mr. Krtokaa Rrasai. 
aUalraiiHi Akkaai, Maalvl. 

MakaaiHMi AH. Kkaa Raka^;^ 

Masloai AH M. * 

■kjlkkaiHiai Akial HbHhi Matta. Mr. 

YAakaaiMai Itkaiaa. Maalvl. 

MakaaiHMi ItraA Maalvl. 

Makarloa, Iks Maa Ma Mr. Tarakaalk, M.R.I. 

, MaWsk, Mr. Makaaia Rakary* 

I MsWsk. Ika Naa'Ma Mr. RaHa Rakary. 

Maskarraff Haosala, tka NaaMa Raivaki Kkaa takoii 
HaaaraMak, Rawakaaia K. 

Nailaiaiila, Ika Naa’Ma Kkva|a Mr, K«R.I.I. 

Rala, tka Naa’Ma Mr. Raraia Rrasaaik, 

Raiaar Rakaiaa Kkaa, Mr. 

•aiaraiiia Akaiai, Mr. 

•atraiita AkHMi, Na|l. 
takaka-Alaai. Mr. lyti. 
larUr, Raka Maikasaiaa. 

•arajat iMaai, Mr. 

•kaksiaU, Mr. 
liaika, Raka KSkalra. 
tlriar, Raka LHta Maaia. 

•tarlu Mr. A. P. 

kakrawariy, Tka Naa’Ma Mr. N. i. 

TaaNsaiila Kkaa, tka Naa'Ma Mr. 

Yaaaf AH Okaaikary, Mr. 


NOBt— 7i. 

I Rlaaaa, Mr. karaaira Natk. 
Okattapaikyay, Mr. Nartpaia. 


af 


Oaila, Mr. DMraaira Natk. 
Dalai, Mr. Nartaira Natk. 
Dalia, Mr. f akaaMr. 


likar, Mr. Rpaairaoatk. 

Fallal Nap, Mr. A. K. 

• laaaiita Akawi, Mr. 

Rataai Rakkaal Akaanaai, iMatvi. 
Rapta, Mr. li p atk Okaaira. 

Ryaa a iila Akaioi Okaaikary, Alkail. 


iarvia a , Mr. D y sa irs Hatk. 
kaaae Rk. t aat aak KaaMr. 


NaaM AH Okaaikary, Mr. tyai. 

Maskaai AH Kkaa, Kkaa Rakaiar Maalvi 
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MMMi KtffetHf , air. Syttf. 
iMNii AS MMlri. 

Klwa, Mr* 0«»Min US. 
tL9»49, mr. SIvftHU Sttt. 

UMrI. SiU AfUtMh. 

««|l, Mr. A4»aHt Saimr. 

MaiviMar, Mn. NtNMfrvti. 

■Mill. Mr. Slral eunini. 

HmHI NtMto, 
m—Utirn, Or. IfaaHMrMU. 

MalMMmM Afnl. SAm BafeUar Maahri ifti. 
MahiMMM lAraMw, Haahri. 

HahaMM lalaiMM, Kkaa Sakaaar Maahri. 
MafcAarH, Mr. OAlraaira Sarayaa. 

■akkarlf, Or. I karat kkaakra. 

MaMak, lrl|al Aakalaak. 

Maalala AS Oaaraa, MaakrI. 

Ssal, llr Hart laakar. 

Oatfiar. Mr. AaaakSal. 

Kakaiaa, Kkaa Oakakar A. M. L. 

SaHkakkla TaraMar, Maahri. 


SaM hr a iM a AkaMk, Mr. 

Say, Mr. Okara Okaaira. 

Say, Mr. Kaantkrtakaa. 

Say, Mr. Rtoaa laakar. 

Say, Mr. Maaaiatka Satk. 

Say, Mr. SaSnua. 

•aayal. Or. SaSakkaka. 

•aayal, Mr. laaaaka lakkar. 
laa, Mr. Atal Okaaira. 

•aa. Mr. Dkiraaira Salk. 
laa,iattik Okaaira , Sal Oakaiar. 
lra.Oayta, Mn. SaMa. 

Ikaauaiila Akani, Mr. 

IkaanaiilB Akani Kkaaikar. Mr. 
ttaka, Irilat Maaiaira Okaaaa. 
tar, Mr. Haraaira Kaanr. 

Tkakar, Mr. kraaiatha Raafaa. 

Taltl Akairi Okaaikary. Maahri NafL 
WaSar Sabaiaa, Maaltl. 

Zaaiaa, Mr. A. M. A. 


Mr, SPEAKER: The House is divided: Ayes 76, Noes 76. According 
to the practice that is almost uniformly followed in a matter of this descrip- 
-tiAi my vote in favour of the Ayes. The Ayes have it. 

The motion rr .08 accordingly passed. 

(Cries of “resign, resigh” /.rom the Opposition Benches.) 

Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Mr.^ Sir, you have given your 

verdict and we cannot say anything that is concerned. But I would 

ask you most respectfully to consider ^^SSlionest tactic.s of the (iovernment 
party to gain time 

(Shouts of “Objectionable”, “Withdraw” i^rom the Coalition Benches 
and “Resign, resign” from the Opposition Bench^*.s. ) 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. I am sorry tha’1 then* should be so 
much noise. 

Nawablidl K, NA8ARULLAH: The I^eader of the l/pposition has used 
the expression “dishonest”. He must withdraw it. 

Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, I said dishonest tactics in order to gain 
time to get their supporters. 

(There was again uproarious noise in the House. ) 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Has he withdrawn that remark? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order please. liet me hear him. 

Nawabtada K. NA8ARULLAH: He must withdraw the word ^dis- 
honest”. Unless he withdraws the expression we won’t allow him to spe.ak. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: On a point of order 

Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 only wish it to be recorded 

(Again there was loud noise in the House.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. Mr. Huq, are you going to make i 
statement ? 

Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 only want to know from you if you can postpone thaf 
till after the other items have been disposed of. 
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Mr, Aa Ka FAXLUL HUQ: 1 was oalj' going to submit that— 

SPEAKERS We are ia the midst of u diseussiou on some finaaoiii] 
matter, lou will have ample time to make a statement after the other 
business is finished. 1 will allow you to make a statement. If you say 
that it is of such importance that it should he made here and now, then 
it is a different matter. 

Khwi BAhBdur MOHAMMED ALIS He must withdraw that expression. 

Mr. SPEAKER: He will make u statement afterwards. 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: May I only ask you, Sir, to consider 
whether after allowing the (iovernuient to bring in the members 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is anotliur niaKvr. 

Ports and Pilotage." 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA COSWAMI: Sir, on the reoom- 
mendation of His K-vcellenc\ the (iovernor I beg to move that an. excess 
grant of Ks. be voted by (he AsMembly to regularise the expenditure 

in excess of the voted grunt in the year 1941 under the major head 

— Torts and Tibitage 

J need hardl} say tlmt tins excess gram is merely to regularise ex|HU)di> 
lure in 1941-42. It has nothing to do with llie expenditure incurred by 
this (iovernment tins unir. It is mertd> to regularise (he excess expendi- 
ture ni 1941-42 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Sir, i have to rise to invite the attention 
of the House wdiile on tliis demand to certain irregularities of procedure 
w’lneli havi‘ been adopted in obtaining the jiresent demand for the House. 
This demand lias emanated as a re.sult of a report wdiich unfortunately has 
not fidlowed the regular proeeiiure that is ado]>led for committees appointed 
by this Hou.se In all eases of committees appointed liy this House, as 1 
sought to submit to \ou (*arlier, in all committees of this House the Assembly 
Department is tie* authority, the executive otfice, for conducting the 
procedure of meetings. In this particular lase, however, fidlow^ng some 
old anti-diluvian praetici- we w'ere suhjecteil to a process of meetings 
invited by tli(‘ Hon’hle Mini.ster in charge of Kiname and b> the Secretariat. 
While appreciating .some amount of as.sistance that has been rendered by 
the IX»piity Secretary of the Finance Department in the working of the 
committee I have to submit with all due respect that the coirAnitt<*e’s work 
was wholly irregular and ultra vires because it was m»f a eommittee which 
wa.s attended to by the Secretary of the Assembly Department or any of 
his learned Assistant Secretaries. It has also he<*ji irn^gulur because while 
encomiums of praise and appreciation of one or tw^o Secretaries of the 
Government who appeared before the committee have been placed on record, 
the others who were equally helpful in the deliberations of the committee were 
not appreciated in the body of the report portion. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: On a point of order. There was a time 
for discuasioD of the Public Accounts Committee. At that time Dr. Sanyal 
did not make any observation whatsoever. Now there is a definite motion 
before the House and he is practically discussing the report of the Public 
Accounts Committee, 
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Mr* SPEAKERS I do not think that debars him from making a state- 
ment here. 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I have already stated th.<t my observa- 
tions generally are already contained in the report and even if I do not 
make any statement today, ()»ey are there available for the members. So 
far as this particular demand on the excess on account of Ports and Pilotages 
is concerned, as a member of that Public Accounts Committee, I have 
approved of this demand being placed before this House. That was because 
the circumstances under which this excess was incurred was practically 
beyond our control. The Reports of the Public Accounts Committee are 
made available very late after the whole mischief is done and one has a 
Hobson’.s choice. In other democratic legislative institutions parallel with 
the Public Accounts Committee, there is always functioning a Finance 
Committee. In our unfortunate Province, however, there is no Finance 
Committee as such constituted, nor, Sir, is the Public Accounts Committee 
given the right and privilege to examine current accounts and go on from 
time to time with the recommendations regarding the same. Therefore 
when this demand came to us — a demand relating to an expenditure incurred 
in the year 1941-42, we had no other alternative than to accept the proposal 
for regularising the demand. 1 submit that it ought to have been better 
for the Gf^v<*rnment and I suppose the House would also appreciate if the 
Government either constitute a Finance Committee as there is in the Central 
Legislature or utilise the services of the Public Accounts C'ommittee which 
is a duly elected representative Iwdy of this legislature for the same purpose 
as the Finance Committee normally serves. 

It is extremely unfortunate, and this J had occasion to point out on 
occasions more than one, that supplementary demands are presented very 
late in the year and this matter also has been pointed out in the ('ommittee’s 
report. 1 submit. Sir, that the Government would be well advised to revise 
their present policy and procedure in this respect. With these words. Sir, 

I ask this House to carefully consider the position and the privilege of this 
House while they are examining the motion of the Hoirble Mini.ster in 
charge. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Sir, I wuh rather upset this evening 
by the speecii just delivered by the honourable member for the Municipalities 
of Murshidahad. (llr. N.^niN ^KsiiA S.\nyai. : No, no. Pre.sidency Division 
Muuicii)alities.) ( l/aughter.') 1 was hoping that after the excitement we 
saw a few minutes ago he wi>uld gi> into eestasie.s and opj)f»se item No. 2 
which is under discussion hut he lealises that opposition, to a matter of 
a technical ebarueter esj>ecially when it is submitted to the House in the 
lifeless manner in which he has done it, can Ik? characterised as nothing 
to reconsider certain methods of how matters should be brought forward 
before the House and ^what steps it should take to see that accounts of our 
revenue and expenditure are kept on a scientific basis. I would like to 
inform the gentlemen opposite, through vou, Sir, that this is a post-mortem 
item. If the dates are seen by the gentlemen who are gloating over a 
situation which has upset them so much they will realise that the item we 
are discussing is one for which they are responsible. (Dr. Nalieaksha 
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SanyaIj’ No, no.) You will recall. Sir, that there was a change of Govern- 
ment somewhere about November, 1941. The Hon’ble the l^eader of the 
Opposition was in charge of the maladministration of Bengal for 16 months. 
His colleague, his mentor, censor or master, whatever he chooses to call him, 
the honourable member for the University of Calcutta wa^ Finance Minister 
for about 12 months out of those sixteen. {lh\ Nai.inaksha Sanvai No; 
three months.) 

This item, Sir, for the sake of clarification, may be called an item of the 
year of grace 1942. The honourable member for the Municipalities of 
Murshidabad arrogates to himself almost omniseience on points of figures, 
statistics and arithmetic. He knows that when accounts are submitted, the 
Accountant-General and the auditors find more than one mistake in the 
final sheets. He knows as well as I know that in the ('orporution, in the 
Calcutta Improvement Trust and not only in this (iovernmeiit but in every 
Government objections arc raisetl to exfK*nditure which does not come within 
the steel frame of the aeeoutiiaiiev o<»de. It takes time; explanations go 
from one party to another until a final decision is arrived at. 1'his, Sir, is a 
formality that is known to everv man of business oi ev(*n to juiy man who 
possesse.s the least little hit of commonsense. 

Ks. 22,212 was needed in 1J141-42, when the Hon’bh' Leader of the 
Opposition was responsible for the destinies of Bengal, for (he repairs of n 
steam launch which had foundered in a cyclone. Nt»w, Sir, you (’ould not 
repair that steam launch by switching off an electric button. It took time. 
Estimates liad to be prepared and final ai'couiiis submitted, Again umler 
the strict rules of accountancN . the amlitors (hunandeil that (bis should he 
put right and (hat should be put riglit What ihe Hon’bh' the Finance 
Minister is doing is the rectification of a mistake among many inistakeH 
they committed while in office which we are still trying to rectify and, I 
have (*verv hope that we shall sui’ceed in doing so. This Us. 22,212 will not 
help any one, because the money has been spent and the steum launi’h 
“Anne” has been repaired and perhaps is doing «ln(y. Wh> (leafe a dis- 
cu.ssion on an item of this nature ^ 1 w'ill therefore ftdlow in tlie footsteps 

of the honourable member for the Municipalities of Murshidabad and ask 
the gentlemen sitting opposite, through you. Sir. to reconsider and revise 
their views not only on this item but about the tyf»e of opp»»Hition (bey slimihl 
place before the House. 1 feel that we ere going down and down (Hai 
Hare.ndra Na'IIi (TiAi imi Kl : To the ^abyss.) and unless Ihe OpjKlsition 
realises its duty by this liou.se we shall be in a muddle of a ty|»e over which 
all your efforts and all the efforts of thi.s side of the Hfoise which wants to 
bring dignity and honour to the Hou.se will fail I would therefore reipiest 
the House through j^ou to all(»w' this item — a jiost -mortem item — to pass 
without a division. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Tubsi Chandra Goswami that an excess 
grant of Rs. 22,212 be voted by the Assembly to regularise the expenditure 
in excess of the voted grant in the year 1941-42 under the major head ”'10 — 
Ports and Pilotage” was then put and agreed to. 

Frte Advances.*’ 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA COtWAMI: Sir, on the recom- 
mendation of His Excellency the Governor I beg to move that an excess 
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grant of Es. 3,35,043 be voted by the Assembly to regularise the expenditure 
in excess of the voted grant in the year 1941-42 under the major head 
'"Interest Free Advances* ^ 

Df« NALINAK8HA SANYALs Mr. Speaker, Sir, on this demaud 1 have 
only a small submisison to make and I shall not take much time in my 
observations. On page 2 of the report, paragraph 9, we had invited the 
attention of the Legislature to the continued deterioration in the general 
financial position of the Province accentuated by emergent conditions arising 
out of the war and we had noticed that this continuity had been going on for 
some years past. It may be found in the body of the report that we hoped 
that Government would take some active measures to review the position 
properly and it was my humble suggestion that there should be an impartial 
expert enquiry into the whole circumstances to enable Government to move 
on right lines in meeting the situation that has arisen out of the war 
emergency. Sir, we were then summarily informe<l that the Government 
was doing every thing possible and that the Agricultural Income-tax Bill 
was one of the measures contemplated by Government for meeting the 
situation. These interest free advances were necessary at the close of the 
year for enabling members of the families of Government servants to remove 
themselves from emergency areas towards the end of the financial year. Such 
emergencies should not have been entirely unforeseen. As a matter of foot 
there had been this threat of Japanese bombardment and invasion for some 
time past before the period and in fact Calcutta was bombed in the month 
of December, 1942, and non-family area was declared by Government about 
two or three months earlier than thi.s lime. I do not want to contend that the 
Finance Department had time enough to put up a supplementary budget, 
but I feel that the manner in which expenditure for emergent purposes w'as 
being provided requires scrutiny. We have large advances given under the 
new capital head “So-A”, and many of us know that in the name of 
emergency nil sins of omission and commission are kept hack from the 
public. We are not sure if the amount so provided is properly utilised and 
I \vould implore Government to set up some machinery to see that there is 
no extravagance, no wastefulness and no unnecessary burden on the finances 
of this Province thrown because of panic and panicky measures adopted 
during the emergency. 

The motion of the TIon’ble Mr. Tulsi Cbandra Goswami that an excess 
grant of Rs. 3,35,043 be voted b\* the Assembly to regularise the expendi- 
ture in excess of the voted grant in the year 1941-42 under the major head 
“Interest Free Advances'’ was then put and agreed to. 

Adjoummtiit 

The House was then adjourned at 4-55 p.m. till 3-3U p.m. on Thursday, 
the 2nd of March, 1944, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Thursday, the 
!^d March, 1944, at 3-30 p.m. 
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Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Mr. Syed Nausheb Ali) in the Chair, 12 
Hon’ble Ministers and 181 members. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oeol aaewora were firen) 

Air«raid prolectiofi for aeourity pritonon in Jails within Oaloutta araa. 

M37. Mr. PRATUL OHANDRA CANCULls WiU the Hon’bU Minis- 
ter in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state the arrangoments 
that have been made for the protection of security ptisoners and convicted 
and undeHrial political prisoners lodged in the Dum Dum, Presidency and 
Alipore Central Jails within Calcutta area? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (an bahalf of tho Hon'hia Khwaja Sir 
Naiimuddin) : These yiils have been furnished with oomplete fire-hghting 
appliances and first-aid accessories. The Jail A.H.P. personnel have been 
thoroughly trained. HafHe walls have also been erected round the wards of 
these jails as far as fK^ssible, hut in spite of best efforts the work <3ould not 
be finished in the case of a tew more buildings for difficulty in getting bricks 
and htiilding materials during this emergency. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN. When the Government refer to difficulty 
in getting bricks and building materials, do 1 understand tlml bricks are 
costly or not available 

Khan Bahldur MOHAMMED ALIS The bricks that are avaikiblo have 
been reiiuisitioned for essential work, that is, military work, but some supply 
of bricks wus obtained and a part of the work has been (xjinplele<l. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hoirble Minister bo 
pleased to state what are the arrangements for quickly bringing down the 
prisoners who live in the upper storey to the ground floor when the siren 
gioesy 

KlUUi Bihadur MOHAMMED ALI: Instructions have been issued to the 
Superintendents of these jails that the prisoners in these jails who live in the 
upper storey should be brought down to the gmund floor where baflie walls 
have been constructed. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleasetl to stale whether (iovemment have consulted experts and taken their 
advice for the introduction of an automatic device by which in case* of 
emergency of thia character locks may open mechanically? 

Khm BMNMBr MONAMMU ALIt I wont notice. 

1A 
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Mr. ATUL CNANDKA SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if there is anything like a refuge room in these jails^ as required under 
the rules? 


Khan Bahadui’ MOHAMMED ALIS As 1 have already said, in the 
ground floor windows and doors have been protected by baffle walls and the 
rooms there, for all intents and purposes, are shelter rooms. 

Mft HARIPADA CHATTOPADHYAYs Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that their advice to Superintendents that prisoners in the upper storey should 
be brought down to the ground floor when the siren goes, is never carried 
out in the Alipore Central JailP 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I am not aware of it. 

Mr. HARIPADA CHATTOPADHYAY: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that on two occasions, in the Alipore Central Jail the lights were not put out 
when the siren went and the prisoners complained to the Superintendent 
therefor but no action was taken? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I am not aware of that. 

Mr. HARIPADA CHATTOPADHYAY: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that a number of security prisoners who were comfortably lodged in jails 
outside the emergency area of Calcutta have recently been brought down to 
Calcutta and placed in the Dum Hum Central Jail or in the Presidency Jail ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, Sir. Some security prisoners, 
according to the ixdicy of centralisation, have been brouglit down. 

Mr. HARIPADA CHAtTOPADHYAY: Will the llon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if he is considering the desirability of removing the security 
prisoners as fur as practicable to non-emergency areas where suitable 
acoommcKlation cun be arranged? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No, Sir. Government policy is that 
security prisoners in sub-jails and branch jails should be centralised and 
bi ought to Central Jails. 

Mr, ATUL CHANDRA BEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
consider the desirability of enquiring whether security prisoners kept up- 
stairs ere brought downstairs when the siren goes? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: With reference to his answer that in 
spite of best efi’orts the work could not be finished in the case of a few more 
buildings, will the Hon’ble Minister kindly tell us what steps or arrange- 
ments have been taken or made for the protection of those inmates who 
occupy those buildings where baffle walls could not be erected? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The constructions that have been 
completed are considered adequate to meet the requirements. 

Mr. HARIPADA CHATTOPADHYAY: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that in the Alipore Central Jail there i.s not a single baffle wall before build- 
ings where the security prisoners are kept and also no slit trenches? Is it 
also a fact that when on two oc'casions lights in the upper storey were not 
put out a representation was addressed to the Hon’ble Minister in charge as 
a mark of protest but that representation was not lorwardad? 
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Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALIc In the Alipore OentiiJi Jnil the 
buildings haTe been strengthened end baffle walls have been oonatruoted 
quite contrary to the information of the honourable member. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon ble Minister kindly 
tell US what arrangements have been made or what steps have been taken for 
the protection of those prisoners who occupy those buildings which have 
not been protected by baffle walls or by other A.R.P. arrangements P 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: It has been arranged that the 
prisoners will be concentroted in rooms which have been protected by baffle 
walls. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Sir, I am a bit disturbed in mind in 
connection with this question. When Government analysed the question 
with regard to protection, did they consider alnmt protection against what? 
Sir, it may be against disease; don't you think, therefore, that the whole 
discussion is redundant? 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is not a matter for discussion. 1 have aeen the 
question. The question simply stiys protection but it 1ms been interpreted 
by Government a.s protection against air-raids. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8I0DIQI: Sir, the prisoners want protection 
against many other things and therefore the intention of the questioner 
should be found out first. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I tliink that is not necessary. 

Mr. HARIPADA CHATTOPADHYAY: Will the Hon’ble Minister mr© 
to make an enqiiin av to whether a petition was sent by all the security 
prisoners of the Alij>ore (Vntml Jail after the lights on two occasions were 
not put out, addressed to the Ilon’lde Minister in charge, hut that jmtition 
was not forwarded to the proper (luarters by the jail authorities? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI* Yes, Sir; that will l>e looked into. 


8aourity prisonar 8rijulcta Bimal Protiva DaM. 

*138. Mr. 8IBNATH BANERdEE: (a) Is the Hnn’ble Minister in 

charge of the Home (Tails) Department aware that Srijukta Iliinal Protiva 
Debi sentenced under the Defence of India Rules to twelve months’ impriaon- 
ment for Iming in possession of a leaflet addressed to workers regarding 
impending war efforts is in the Presidency Jail segregated from all other 
prisoners ? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether there is any 
other woman political prisoner in the Jail? If so, bow many? 

(c) Will the Hon^ble Minister be pleased to state what measures the 
Government have taken for her protection again.Ht — 

(i) ‘^air-raids**; and 

(it) any internal disorder in jail as a result of such “raid’* ? 

(rf) Has the Hon’ble Minister receiyed any |wtition from her praying 
fof release ? 

(e) If so, what steps, if any, have been takfn nr the said petition? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on hohalf of the Hon’bie Khureja 8lr 
Naiifiittddin): (a) Srijukie Bimel Protiva Debi was sentenced to one year’s 
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iitnpla imprisonmeiit and a fine of Be. 250 in default eix montha* simple 
imprisonment in addition, nnder the Defence of India Bulea for the possession 
of some objectionable documents. Since expiry of her sentence, she has been 
detained in the Presidency Jail as a security prisoner. 

{h) Tee. Fourteen at present. 

(c) The question of removing^ female convicts from the jail is under consi> 
deration and the particular prisoner’s case will also be considered in that 
eenneotion. 

As regards protective measures, first-aid boxes have been distributed in 
all parts of the jail including the female section and baffle walls round the 
Ibmale Jail Hospital and the sleeping wards for female security and criminal 
prisoners in the jail have been constructed. In the event of any post-raid 
disorder in the jail, it has been arranged that the reserve of warders and the 
police will take over the security of prisoners in the jail. 

(d) Yes. 

(s) The prisoner prayed for release on the ground of liability to attack 
jhrom the air, but as the honourable member will realise it is not possible 
for Government to show exceptional consideration to any particular prisoner 
on the ground stated and the Hou’ble Minister does not therefore propose to 
order her release on that ground. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With reference to answer (r), will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to sbite how long has it l>een under the con- 
sideration of Ooverrimeut P 

Klwfi Bahidur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 want notice. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state when do Government expect a decision on this question? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Very shortly. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: 'Will the llon’hle Minister be plmsed 
to state whether Bimal Protiva Debi has been kept segregated from all other 
female political prisoners? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I want notice. 

Mr. NiSHITHA NATH KUNDU: Sir, there ie sufficient notice. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is all right. He says he wants notice. You 
mean to say that he ought to hove given the answer because the notice is 
there. The remedy is in your hands ond not in my hands. 

SriJtA MANINDNA BHUBAN BINHA: Sir, can’t you say that it is 
incomplete and it must go back? 

Mr. BREAKER: That is a question I will lcK)k into. 

Mr. BABANKA BEKHAR BANYAL: With reference to answer {h), 
wdll the llon’ble Minister l>e pdeased to state whether these 14 prisoners are 
kept together under the same arrangement or independently of one another? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: All these 14 prisoners were kept 
under the Bengal Security Prisoners Buie 4 in the Presidency Jail on the 
MOne footing — same class. 

iltW'BABAMKA BEKHAR BANYALS With reference to answer (e), 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether Goveminent have 
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ooniideMd the question of the prisonera' release independentljr of the ground 
referred toP 

ICImi Blheduf MOHAMMED ALIS Some prisoners* release baa been 

considered by Government. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: On what grroundP 

Khin Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I want notice. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CH08E: "With reference to answer (r), will tbe 
Hon’ble Minister be pleo‘<e(l to state on wliat gro\iud they considered the 
question of release of that piirticular prisoner? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Releases are considered on the merit 
of each individual security prisoner? 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CH08E: The H<urble Minister has replied that 
on the ground of air*<at1aok he is not ready to ctinsider her release. On what 
ground is he resuly to consider her release? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The (juestion of the release of thia 
particular prisoner came up before the House the other day when I stated 
that she wuld not be relciised because 4»f her |>olitical anteefslents. Govern- 
ment do not consider it in public interest to release her at present. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Since it uppwirs from answer (a) 
that this prisoner was in jail for almut a year and a half before she was made 
a security prisoner, will tin' Ilon’ble Minister be pleased to state wluit nWs 
the reason.s for making her a security prisojier since she W 4 is alrejuly in jail 
before ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: This question was answered on the 
floor of the House only the other flay and 1 may repfvit again that she was 
first convif ted to one Ne 4 irV Niinple itiiprisoiimenf arul a fine of Its. 2"»0, in 
default b months’ simple imprisonment. Hec^jiuse she did not pay the fine, 
she had to undergo six months* imprisonment. She receivixl 14 doys* 
remission for good conduct and after the expiry of the full term, she was 
made a security prisoner because Government eonsiflered that in the interestH 
of public security and safety her c<»n(inued detention necessary. 

Mr. dOCE8H CHAHDRA GUPTA: Will the Hon ble Parliamentary 
Secretory' be pleased to sUte whether, having e<jrned remission of 14 days 
for good conduct, the cfuitinuance of her detention was at all necessary P 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Her good (‘omluf t was only within 
the precincts of the jail and she was a prisoner only iimlergoing simple 
imprisonment. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CH08E: Will the Hon*ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether after arresting her as security prisoner the charge-sheet has 
been placed before her? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I want notice. 

AoMUfit ionctlonad and spont for toot rtlitf woric In Banhura. 

• M88. Mr. KAMAL KRI8HNA ROY: (a) Will the Hon ble Minister in 
duu^ of the Revenue Department be pleased to state — ,4% 

(f) the amount of money that was granted for test relief work in the 
district of Bankura for the year 1843-44; and 

(tt> the aniount spent up to Auguei laetP 
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(6) li it a fact that local authorities could not carry on the test relief 
Urork for want of fund P 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the reason for it? 

(d) If the answer to (6) is in the negative, is the Hon'ble Minister 
considering the desirability of continuing the test relief work in the district P 

ie) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to lay on the Table a statement 
showing from May to September last — 

(t) the names of the thanas (police-stations) with subdivisions in which 
test relief work was opened; 

(m) the corresponding number of men that were engaged in the work; 

(Hi) the amount of money spent in tank improvement scheme during the 
period ; and 

(iv) the amount sanctioned for the current year? 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Tarak Nath Mukerjea): (n)(/) Ks. 3,49,365. 

(ii) R8.1,21,497. 

(h) No. 

(c) Does not arise. 

(d) Test relief work was continued in the district up to the middle of 
July, 1943, and for the period from 14th August, 1943, to Ist December, 
1943. 

(e) (t) Sadar subdivision — All thanas; Vishuupur subdivision — Thanas 
Joypur, Sonamukhi and Patrasayer. 

(u) About 4J lakhs of units. 

(*n) Rs. 66,000. 

(iv) Rs.1,20,000. 

Khan Bahadur ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: With reference to answer 
— ul>out 4J lakhs of units — will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state what is the number of people that each unit is composed of? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA? 4A Ukhs of people 
including male and female. 

SHJut MANINDRA BHU8AN 8INHA: With reference to answer {a){i) 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state how much of this amount was 
actually spent? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Rs. 3,48,253. 

8ri|iit MANINDRA BHU8AN 8INHA: With reference to answer (d) 
that test relief work was continued in the district up to the middle of July, 
1943, and for the perkKl from 14ih August, 1943, to 1st December, 1943, 
will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased to state why test relief work was 
suspended from the middle of July up to the middle of August? 

Tha HOil’bia Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Owing to lains no Ust 
lalief work could be carried on. 

BHJut MANINDRA BHU8AN 8INHA: Is it not a fact that monsoon 
oontinued after August also? 

Hoii*bio Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: May be, but it was 

^ Boasible to go on with teat relief work. 
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•riiHt MANIMDRA BHUtAN flNHAt la it not due to ilia fut Uint 
thore was paucity of funds P 

The HM’bl* Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERdEA: It is not a fact. 

Mr. KAMAL KRISHNA ROY: With reference to answer (a)(i), will 
the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state when the amount was sanctioned? 

Tht Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: It wMs from 

time to time as the requisition came from the Collector. 

Mr, KAMAL KRISHNA ROYS How much was iwinctioned before the 
15th July? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: 1 want notice. 

Khan Bahadur ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be plea.se<I to state what was the mte of waj^e (»f ojich labourer a day? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA; The rate was diflPerent 

acoordiiij? to the price of rice prevailing at particular times. 

Khan Bahadur ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Wlmt was the rate at the 

time when the price wa.s sotiring very high? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: That I cannot say off- 
hand. I w'ant notice. 

Srijut MANINDRA BHU8AN 8INHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether any part of the amount of Its. d, 49, .’165 was spent 
on account of tank improvement? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: A portion of that was 

spent. I cannot give you the exact figure. 

Srijut MANINDRA BHU8AN 8INHA: Is the Hon hie Minister aware 
that the test work which wa.s done on roads was not done satisfactorily? 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: We have got no such 
information. 

Dpening of gruel Kitohens in Bogra dbtriet. 

M40. Mauivi RAJIBUDOIN TARAFDAR: (o) Will the Hon’lde 

Minister in charge of the Kevenut; Department Im* pleased to state — 

(t) how many gruel kitchens were started in the district of Bogra 
during the year 194.3; 

(it) how many destitutes took gruel from the said kitchens; and 
Hii) in how many unions of the said district gruel kitchens were not 
started ? 

ib) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether an^ people 
died of starvation in the unions where gniel kitchens were not opened? 

(c) If so, how many deaths were reported due to starvation? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA; (a) (t) 26. (ii) 10,987. 

(m) 106. 

(6) and (c) Altogether 44 deaths from starvation were reported from all 
over the district. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8BN: On a point of order, Bir, on this question. 
The Hon’ble Minister for Local Self-Government and Public Health Deperi* 
ment only the other day in reply to a question said that Oovemment hod 
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aot AO far mamtain^ any regrist^r (lowing tlie number of deatba atiaing 
from fltarvation end Government could not supply any statistics. Now, in 
answer to this question Government gi'^^ ^ dehnite information that 44 
deaths from starvation were reported from all over the district. My sub- 
mission is tliat when the Hon 'hie Minister for the Local Self-Government 
replied he replied for the whole Government. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is no point of order. Will you please resume 
your seat ? 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to tell us if there is any column in the Chaukidar’s Heport showing 
that there liave been deaths from starvation? 

Th# Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: I am not aware of that. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Is the Government aware that it 
was replied by Government that there was no column in the Chaukidar's 
Report showing deaths from starvation separately? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: That may he. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hou^de Minister he pleased to 
state what is the source of G^)vernment’s information when tliey s^iy only 44 
deaths were reported fiom Ilogra ? 

The HOfl’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: The report received 
from the local officers. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: In view of the answer that there 
was no column in the Chaukidar’s Report showing deaths from starvation, 
will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to state how can Government say that 
there were only 44 deaths fix>m starvation? 

Th« Hon'ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: That is the report that 

I have just received from the local offit^ers. 

Mr. SUREN DR A NATH BISWAS: In view of the report of deaths 
from all over the district, ^ill the Iloirhle Minister l)e pleased to state why 
Government did not start free gruel kitchens all over the district and in eaok 
union ? 

Tht Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Because it was not 

considered necess<iry hy the local officers in charge. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Was it the then imlicv of Govern- 
ment to start free gruel kitchens in all unions which were affected by famine? 

Tht Hon’bit Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA; The policy was to start 
kitchens in those unions which were affected by famine, and probably the 
gruel kitchens were not started in those unions where the local officers did 
not consider that gruel kitchens were necessary. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: From answer (c) it Appears thftt 
Government was in posses.sion of the information with regard to deaths oU 
over the district. My question is why were not gruel kitchens siartod in 
iboae unicms from where deaths from starvation were reported? 

Ilf. SPIAKIRI Tbat questkm does not arise. 
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Trill the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state hoTr uray of these 44 deethe 
occurred in unions where no gruel kitchens were opened? 

The Hon'ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: I oonnot say off-hand. 
I want notice. 

Babu MAOHUSUDAN 8ARKAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state the period when these 44 deaths took place? 

The Hon'ble Mr. TARAK MATH MUKERdEA: During the year 1948. 

Mr. A. F. STARK: Will the lIon’bl<» Minister ho plonfted to 8tat« by 
what method the lociol officers t'ollected the information ttmt 44 deaths were 
due to starvation!'' 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: That is a matter cvm- 
cerninjf the Lowil Self-Oovernmcnt Department, So far as my in format ion 
^ee, it is this: that the Chaukidurs lejiort tfi the union hoard prt^sident and 
the jiresident sends tlie rejmrt t(» the SulMlivif^ional (tffieer and the Diatrict 
Health Officer. 

Babu MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR: In view of the answer ffiven by the 
Hon’hle Minister, will he he plwjsed to state if it is a fact that the clmukidara 
always do not ^ive or (Xinnot f^:ive correct fif^ures}' 

Mr. 8PEAKERs That (juestion does not arise. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: Will the Hon’hle Minister he 
pleased to state whether in the Publicity and Information Department, which 
is a iMirticular i>ortfolu» oi (lovernment. there is any method or system of 
noting? down deaths due to star\ntion in resf>eci of ei^di of the districta 
including BograP 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: I am not aware of it. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: Will the IlorPhle Minister be pleased to 
state whether tlie chaukidars have any record to show the number of deaths 
stated in the answer? 

Mr. 8PEAKER. Tlmt is going t<M) far into details. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: The Hon’ble Minister has not 
answered question (h). Will he he pleased to answer question (h)? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: There is nothing 
further to add to what I have already said. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: In view of tlie fact that the 
Hon’ble Minister has given an answer which is diametrically opposite to the 
information given by another Minister, will the Government consider the 
desirability of sending back the. question and the answer that have l>een 
given today to the department concerned for further <iscertttinment of farts? 

Mr. SPEAKER: You are referring u> facts which are not before mo 
mow. 

Mr. SASANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: Any way the Hon’ble Miniefer 
has giTen an answer which is proved to be diametrioaliy opposite lo the 
anewM* given by another Minister. My question is: will the Hoft’ble 
Minister be pleased to consider the desirability of sending the qnestiolt and 
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answer including the supplementaries to the department oonoemed lor further 
elucidation of actual facta? 

The Hon’hle Mr^ TARAK NATH MUKERdEA: I am prepared to send 
a copy to the Local Self-Government Department. 

Mr. A. F. STARK: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if any 
special steps are being taken to check the reports of the chaukidars as 
regards deaths due to starvation? 

The Hoil’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: The matter relates to 
the Local Self-Government Department. 

Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: Sir, 

^1 ^ ^ ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERdEA: ^ ^1 ^ 

Mr. 8URENDRA NAT>4 BI8WA8: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware of 
the fact that the number of deaths as reported by the chaukidars due to 
starvation are always reduced by the thana people? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERdEA: I am not aware. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon^ble Minister be pleased 
to tell tlie House whether he consulted the honourable member representing 
Bogra about deaths from star\*ation fiom that district? 

Mr. 8FEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Meuivi ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8: Will the Hoirhle Minister be pleased 
to state whetlier he is (Mjnsidering the desirability of giving correct statistics 
as to how many deaths occurred due to starvation in those unions where 
gruel kitchens were not opened? 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERdEA: I want notice 

Mr. NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: Is the Hon ble Minister aware 
that thaiitt officers generally rebuke the chaukidars when they bring in 
reports of death due to starvation ? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 

ExtoMion of tonrioo graiKocI to dories of Aliporo CoUootomto. 

•141. Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact 
that extensions are being granted by the present District Magistrate of 24- 
Parganas in the Alipore Oollectorate to the Hindu assistants only? 

{b) If so, will the Hon’ hie Minister be pleased to state the reason thereof? 

(c) Is the Hon ’ble Minister aware that a strong feeling of resentment 
is prevailing among the Muslims for giving extensions to Hindus only? 

(d) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, do the Government propose 
to make an enquir>* into the matter ? 

TIlO Hom’Mo Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERdEA: (a) and (5) Ext^iiiim 
of service is granted only when it is considered essential in the interest oi 
imblio service to avail of the experience of an exoeptionilly eapahle officer 
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yrho would otherwise retire. Extensions are not granted on ot^KUnunal 
grounds. 

Of the six clerks who were due to retire during the current year, throe 
Hindus and one Muslim were refused any extension of service. Two clerks^ 
who were given extension, were Hindus. 

(c) No. 

(d) In view of what is stated in answer to (a) an enquiiy is hardly called 
for. 

Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Will the Hon’lde Minister he pleased 
to state wh-o were those two Hindu clerks who were gmnte<l extensions? 

The Hon’bia Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERdEA: 1 want notice. 

Maitivi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: With reference to answer (a) and (b), 
will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to state who (onsidered the essential 
necessity of extensions in cases of persons whose terms of the office expired? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: It is generally done by 
the Collector. 

Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Will the llon’hle Minister he pleased 
to state whether 4 iny extensions previous to this were granted to any of these 
two Hindu clerks who have been granted extensions? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: I want notice. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: Will the llon’hle Minister be pleased 
to state whetlier these extensions were granted on any representation given 
to the (\)llc(“tor or a no mofu? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: 1 urn not aware. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi JASIMUDDIN AHMED: Is the Hon'hlo Minister 
aware that extensions are refused on oommumil grounds? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: No, Sir. 

Babu MADHUSUDAN SARKAR: Will the Hoirble Minister he pleaiwd 
to state whether it is the general view of this House that every officer should 
retire just at the age of •”)•*) or after 2o years’ of service whichever is earlier? 

The Hon’bli Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Yes. Sir. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi SYED MUHAMMAD AFZAL; Will the Hon’ble 
Minister he pleased to tell us whether he was informed of any proposal of 
extension before it was actually granted.^ 

The Hon'bla Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: No, Sir. so far as clerks 

are ooncenied. 

Mauivi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Will the Hon’hle Minister be pleased 
to state whether he will consider the desirability of holding an enquiry to 
aee if the extension was granted to the two clerks on communal grounds in 
this particular case? 

. Tba Hon’bla Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: No. 

KhM Bahadur Mauivi SYED MUHAMMAD AFZAL: Will the Hon'bla 
Minister be pleased to state if the question of efficiency is considered on 
oommunal grounds? 

Tht Hmm% Mr. TARAK NATH MUKIRMA: No, Sir. 
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rnmM MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Will the Hon’ble Miaieter be pleased 
to state what were the special grounds for granting extensions to these two 
Hindu clerks? 

The Hon’bfe Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: They were considered 
essential in the interests of public service. 

Temponry upper cfivisiofi poets oreeteil in the Finance Department. 

M42. Mamvi Md. ABDUL HAKIM VIKRAMPURI: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Finance Department be pleased to state — 

(o^ how many temporary posts in the upper division were created in the 
department during the period from 1931 to 1943 for special works, 
such as revision of pay scales, investigation of taxation measures, 
A.R.P. works, etc.; and 

(b) how many of these posts were held by Muslims ? 

MINISTER in charge cf the FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the Hcn*ble 
Mr. TulSi Chandra Ccswami): (//) Since Ist April, 1937, five temporary 
pf)sts in the upper division have been creiited for such special work. 

(ft) None. 

Khan Bahadur ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Will the llon ble Minister be 
pleased to state why no Muslim was appointed to any of these 5 posts in the 
upper division since 1937 to 1943? 

The Hcn’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA C08WAMI: These posts were 
filled by people with knowledge of <\ special kind and 4 appointnients were 
nwide in September, 1937, «n<l the oth one in February. 11)42. On the whole 
five appointments were made between September, 1937. and February, 1942. 

Khan Bahadur ABDUL WAHAB KHAN; We want to know the reason 
why no Muslim was found to fill any of these 5 posts? 

The Hcn’bic Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI : T am not in a position 
to onswer that question l>ecau.se I have nothing on record here to show why 
Muslims w'ere not appointed, but 1 take it as these were for special work 
special qualifications were <x)nsidered. 

Khan Bahadur ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Will the Honble Minister 
be pleased to state in which particuhir year these five posts were filled up? 

The Hcn’bla Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: As I have already 
stated, the first four of these five posts were fille<l up in September, 1937, 
and the 5th in February, 1942. 

Khan Bahadur ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Will the HoiFble Minister be 
pleased to state whv figures were not supplied for the period from 1931 to 
1936? 

The Hcn’bIc Mr. TULSI CHANDRA C08WAMI; I have given you 
figures from as far back as I con give, i.e,, from the Ist April, 1937. 

Khan Bahadur ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Can we take it that Qovara. 
apent lost all those papers? 

The Hcil*bia Mr. TULSI CHANDRA COBWAMI: Government have net 
lost those papers but it would require a considerable amount of researoh werk 
to get at the figures for caiiier years. 
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Ilf* MIRZA ABDUL MAPIZs Will the Hoii*bl6 Minister be jdeesed to 
elate whether it is a fact that some 10 or 12 more persons were taken front 
1931 who were all non-Muslims ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA GOtWAMI: As I hare stated 

only five temporary posts were created. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAPIZs Will the Hon^ble Minister l>e pleased to 
state what was the special knowledge required in the case of these postal* 

The Hoiintle Mr. TULBI CHANDRA GOtWAMI: It is very difficult 
for me to answer that question off-hand because it is now more than G years 
since four of the five appointments were made. 

Mnuivi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether he has made any attempt to secure any qualified Muslims 
with special knowledge by advertisement in the {wpersP 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA GOtWAMI: As 1 have told you 
the appointments were made long before my time and I am not in a position 
to answer that question. 

Meuivi MUHAMMAD ItRAIL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether in view of his answer reg«irding the period between 1931 And 
1936 he will hold an enquiry and take necessary action? 

Tho Hon’blo Mr. TULtI CHANDRA GOtWAMI: If you will kindly 
give notice of a fresli quest i(ui 1 will certainly endejivour to an.swer it. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS • 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Chakaria tub-Rogistry Olfloa. 

61* Khan Bahadur HAdl BADI AHMAD GHOUDHURY: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to 
state — 

ii) in which year the (.’hukuria Sub-Registry Office was u joint office with 
the (Jox’s Bazar Sub-Registry Office in the (’hittagong district; 
(ii) why these were made joint offices; and 
(til) what is the reason of their being separated at present? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of making these 
at once u Joint Registration Office as l>efore? 

MINItTCR in oharga of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (th# Hon’bla 
Mr. Tamizuddin Khan): («)(/) From 2ud January, 1933, to 31sl March, 
1939, on an experimental l>asis. 

(ti) At a re^iuest of the honourable member himself. 

(ui) The experiment was a failure. The office at Chakaria with con- 
current jurisdiction with Cox’s Bazar and Kutubdia worked at deficit as the 
registrant public found it more convenient to go to Cox’s Bazar and Kutubdia 
than to go to Chakaria when they bad the option to go to either of these three 
places. The office wae therefore converted into an independent one as befort. 
(h) Ho. 
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KImui BiMuuliir iADI AHMED eHOUOHDIlY : 

fw FWfinn ^rtfion?r wiwn^nr 

3TT^-CfWjf#t TOT joint office ^ft7r%5R ^fkus^^ Trtt? 

Offpfm ^<fnr W5TT Tf^ ^airvz2pyt#hr ^Wvs 

?f%3T cwcwitft ^f%r3 ^ ^sm? fV ? air 

CirtTOS^ ^FTT c*TtC4^ I 

Th§ Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, I have somehow under- 
stood the question. My answer is that that is a new point raised by the 
honourable member which has not yet been considered by Government. 
Khan Bahadur Haji BADI AHMED CHOUDHURY : 

Sror ^*0(^5 or ^sftm FWfim 

joint j vii^ 

Ffi’— ^ '®r^r7t<f 

^Rrrsf^ — *f t%r^ c^rtTY^ ftvir f<c^*n ^^inri 

joint office f% ? fe*fT5 : ilf iiTTNr {?T^cM CYU ypu c^rfCT^r 

Tha Hon’blf Mr, TAMIZUDDIN KHAN : sjfvfJj^y 3Tt?T^ C^ (TT, 

office independent Tf%5it?r “vijlf? C^C^’' m C^TtC^^ 

!nr^ ’rrqr cuPn ^ f Vc<t>»n tz^ i 

Khan Bahadur HaJi BADI AHMED CHOUDHURY: (aj O'nJ ^ 
V’tvtc^ JSfPftfkn ^w^^twtc^ ’reap joint 3 

^3iri jj 

publio^^ ^pr^n ^ ^f%^i ^Rnii ':5tTW^ ^ ’jtr 

c^? 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN : 

^ TOI TOTC^ I (Khan Bahaduk Haji Badi Ahmed Choudhury : oq^ 

*^11:^ oatcaf ^ =^i) ^Pr r*>*Vc5 c^ Praf^ — (prPi cm 

’ttm ^ CTTCT T‘^1 ^ — 3t m 

c^Ttc^^r Tnrf^. (TNtc^ ^ Ptct q ^ i FTt u i c^ r 

Khan Bahadur Haji BADI AHMED CHOUDHURY : 

▼fro 5Tf%i?R f% C*fC“r<— CSTtC^iT <7J ^pHR C^ ^tO^, 

(The Hon’ble Mr. Tamieuddin Khan : C51 ^ 

^atfr Tprujff cr ^Pnn tPtc^cy^ of c^ftra? 

Tr#t^ CaroS^ T5tT5 4 fk(VS ar|%?ri ^ arf%CT5T ? 

^pHR CatO^ aCvt C«lTCY4f '®r^Pf4ftJ T^TtCE^ I 

Tha Han’bla Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN : ^ ^ 

^tfCT I ftF% "^JOT CT aRn Tnrfl^ c?di (Rcy ^ 
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JTOttf t ▼fcsit ’rwsfi fipj carter ?T*r 9 art% flw wtti 

»iWsn carter ?rNft aw i 

KkM Bahtfur Haji BAOl AHMED 8 HOUOHURV : aft ami V 

afsrcwa cirrus >sos aw a^^fw arw cawifft g^ t nt <5ta wfwa^ cscf 
4 ^ aaa wcww ca^ff wf-sfw ^natamw carwjfit rtato? i 'afwcw <t< 5 ^'ra% 
afwu 5 c^w ca aiMl^ti ^f^swa g^atr^ i wtia afwust^ 4 aa^ fawn wai 1 

Mr. SPEAKER: nf*tfw ca acwit^a fVm awi — 4«*t 4'ltcw awt a*r5Wa ; 

Mr. ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Will (he Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state wlietber Government will consider the desirability of aoeeptiiif? tli« 
view expressed by Khan Bahadur Haji Badi Ahmeil Choudhury as to the 
advantages and disadvantages F 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question doe.s not arise. 

OiapoMi of maohine parts, furniture, etc., in the Bengal Government Press* 

62 . Mr. A. M. A. ZAMAN: (n) Will the Hon^hle Minister in charge of 
the Finance Department be pleased to .state whether — 

(t) it is the practice with the Government to sell away unserviceable and 

surplus articles to the highest bidder in auction sale after due 
publicity; and 

(u) it is a fact ^hat in the Bengal Government Press raachineri»«, 

machine parts, furniture and other article.H w^ere sold away in good 
condition only at a nominal price during the last years without 
due publicity? 

(/») If the answer .to (/?) i.s in the affirmative, will the Ifon’ble Minister 
be jjlcased to state what steps the (iovernmeiit intend to take against the 
officers responsible for the los.s done to the Government? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to state — 

(i) the particulars of machineries, machine parts, furniture and other 
articles sold away each year during the last H years; 

(if) the date of purchase and date of sale of such articles in each case; 
and 

(fiV) the original firic^e and the sale price of each of such articles? 

The Hoii'bit Mr. TUL 8 I CHANDRA C 08 WAMI: (a) (i) Tea. 

(ti) No. 

(b) Does not arise. 

(c) The preparation of a statement giving the data necessary to furnish a 
complete reply to this part of the honourable member’s questions would 
involve an amount of time and labour that would not be justifiable at the 
present time. 

Mr. 8 URENDRA NATH BI 8 WA 8 : With reference to answer (rr)(h'), 
will the Hon’hle Minister be plcsased to stale if Government has enquired 
whether or not Government has suffered any loss by the sale of machineries, 
machine parts, furniture and other articles? 

Tlw HOfi’bM Mr. TUL 8 I CHANDRA COSWAMIs I do not think there 
has been any loss. 
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Mr« iURlNOilA NATH BltWAts Will the GoTenuneiit oonsid^ tke 
deeirobility of enquiring into the allegations that will appear from the 
question ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: There is no allegation in the question. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Sir, my question is whether 
OoTemment will consider the desirability of making an enquiry into the 
allegations as appear in question (a){ii)? 

The HOffl’ble Mr, TULSI CHANDRA COSWAMI: I did not disoorer 
any allegation in the question, but 1 can say this that, before framing my 
reply, I had an enquiry made. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: With reference to answer (a)(t), that 
it is the practice with the Government to sell away unserviceable and surplus 
articles U) the highest bidder in auction sale, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state when the last auction sale took place and who were the 
participants in the sale? 

Tho Hoffi’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA COSWAMI: I want notice. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if he is aware that there is a regular scandal going on by some of the 
officers surreptitiously selling away things to their own proteges? 

TN H0fi*bl« Mr. TULSI CHANDRA COSWAMI: I am not aware of 
that. When I had a general enquiry made, as I have said, I did not come 
to know of any scandal. 

Mr, SHAHEDALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be ple4»sed to .state 
whether the articles or the parts of raachinery mentioned in the question 
are advert istsi for side in the newsfmpers? 

The Hoil’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA COSWAMI: I cannot specifically 
answer that question, but if notice is given I may look into it. 

Mr. ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: AVill the flon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether he will ((uisider the desirability of ascertaining if these 
things are sold by public auction? 

Tht Hon’blt Mr. TULSI CHANDRA COSWAMI: I shall enquire into 
the matter. 

Mr, ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if he is prepared to inform the House the result of his enquiry? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA COSWAMI: If the House so 
desire, I will do it. 

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA CUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what machine parts and furniture were sold during the last 
three yeas? 

Tim Hwi’bla Mr, TULSI CHANDRA COSWAMI: I would ask for 
uotioe. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With reference to answer (r) wil! the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what is the amount that would be 
aeoesaary in preparing a statement as asked tor? 
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would be required in prefuirinfr the statement wouhl be enormous And it 
would not l,e justifiable to undertake such a work ‘t 

Mr. dOCESH CHANDRA CORTA. Is „ot » stork book of maohino 

parts maintained in the Government Press? 

**•**"■' ' ™' •< 

1 V**'’.**!,**** HAFIZ: Will ,he RonTde' Minister be ideased to 

not ? '"“•‘‘•r as to wliether such practice was adopted l>efort>hand or 

The Hofl'ble Mr TOL8I CHANDRA CMWAMI: I have already .aid 

1 will make a jfeneral enquiry into its workiiifr. 


Adjoumnient motion. 

**f* 8ANKAR ROY: Mr. Speaker. 1 have already (jiven notice 

that 1 shall move an adjournment iiiolinn to discuss the haiiiiing by the 
Government of Bengal of the imhlication in the press of tho joint statement 
issued by the leaders of the parties in the Opposition in the Bengal l-egis- 
lative As-semhly criticirinn the observations of the Food Secretary, 
Government of India, on the food situation in Ben(ral ns imhli.hed recently 
in the local newspapers. 

Mf. SPEAKERS Mr. Ko> . yon move yonr motion. 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROYs 1 move that this AnAeiiihly do now 
adjourn to disrnss a definite matter of urp-ent public importance and of 
recent occurrence, namel.\ , the banning by the (iovernment of Ben^rul of the 
publication in tJie press of the joint statement issued by the lenders of the 
partie.-^ in the Opposition in the Beujral Legislative Assembly criticizing tho 
observation.s of the Food Secretary, Government of India, on the food 
situation in Bengal as published recently in the local newspapers. 

Th« Hofl'bla Khwija Sir NAZIMUDDIN: On a point of order I want 
to point out that Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee speaking on the general 
discussion of the Budget said that ''There is a complete black-nut today, I 
say, of the publication of news and views ho far as food policies are 
concerned. Orders have been issued by the Government of Bengal that 
nothing will be allowed to l)e publish^nl and tliis goes to suggest that there 
is inefficiency and muddle on the part of Government. There is no 
giiarantee that Government will not bo guilty of muddle,” and so on. 
And Mr. Kiran Sunkar Roy's comments further on while Dr. Syamaprasad 
Mookerjee was speaking show that he was also present, and as far as my 
information goes. Sir, this statement was given to tlie pres.s on Sunday and 
it was not published on Monday and the honourable members knew that 
Government had banned the thing. (Cries of '‘no, no” from the 
Opposition.) So the first opportunity of bringing this question was on 
Monday. I submit that in view of the clear statement made by 
Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee that there was a black-out 

Dr* NALfHAMflA SAMYALx There was no reference to this 
statement at all. 
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Mr* SPEAKERS Order, please. He is raiaiug a point of order. 

Dr, NALINAKSHA SAIIYAL: No, Sir. 

Mr* SPEAKER: He is making a statement on wkidi he would like to 
base his point of order. ^ 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Let him stand on facts. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Let us hear him. 

Tilt HOfl’bIt Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Therefore, 1 submit that as 
far as the black-out of the press is concerned with regard to the statement 
about food which is likely to undermine confidence it was known to the 
members of the Opposition, and therefore, Sir, this banning is only a 
corollary to what was already known. It is quite possible that the honour- 
able members may have got the information, but the general advice to the 
press — actually there was no order — being not to publish any statement 
which is lively to undermine confidence at the present time, and as thie 
statement must have come under that category, they were advised not to 
publish it. There is no definite order of Government — I am not taking 
shelter behind it — but the press were advised, and I do say that this policy 
of the Government was known to the members of the Opposition on Monday 
and that was the time when they could have raised it if they liked and not 
afterwards at a later date. My objection is on the ground that they did not 
avail of the first opiK)rtunity. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, the adjournment motion here is against 
the policy of the Government. The banning of a particular statement wag 
only an instance. They have brought out an instance against the policy, 
and that policy they want here today to condemn by an adjournment 
motion. Therefore, Sir, if that policy was known to them on Monday they 
had ample opportunity of agitating that matter l>efore this House. It is 
immaterial whether the statement in question was banned later on — three 
months hence or two months hence. The real thing which matters is the 
policy underlying the general advice given to the press that nothing should 
be published which is likely to deteriorate public confidence. Therefore, 
Sir, I say that this policy of banning was known to them and they ought to 
Lave come earlier before this House. 

Then they will have an opportunity during cut motions. They had an 
opportunity during the budget discussions. They did have an opportunity 
even yesterday when financial matters were being agitated here. Here in 
ibis House a ruling was given by the ex-Speaker that when a financial 
matter is brought before the House the House can ventilate its grievances, 
you, Sir, waived the urgency of the adjournment motion but that did not 
remove the necessity of agitating the matter in connection with financial 
matters which were brought by the Government. Therefore, they had an 
opportunity of agiUting that matter yesterday also. They did not avail of 
that opportunity during the discussion on financial matters. They will have 
an opportunity of discussing this matter during the budgel discussions and 
cut motions. Therefore, Sir, on several gro^ds I would sug^t thift thie 
fdjoumment motion is not in order. H this is allowed it will be a sheer 
waste of^time of the House. 
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br. NALINAKtHA SANYALt Sir, 1 want to «ubmk only a fow wordi 

in reply to the points raised by Sir Nasixnnddin and by tbe Chief Whip of 
the OoTemment. Eridently Sir Nariiniiddin is taking bis stand on rule 0S» 
anb-nile (3) of the Assembly Procedure Rules which provides that one of 
the restrictions on a motion of this charaoter would be that the motion muit 
not revive discussion on a matter which has been discussed in the same 
session. This, Sir, relates to motions and motions are only those which are 
defined under rule 3G, that is, a matter requiring the decision of the 
Assembly is brought forward by means of a question pujt by the Speaker on 
a motion proposed by the Speaker himself or by any other member. 

My first objection to the point of order is this, that during the general 
discussion of the budget there has been no opportunity of any motion as 
such being discussed or formally placed before the llouse for its votes. So 
the question of a decision of the House or discussitm on a motion does not 
arise, and therefore any observation generally made during the general 
discussions of the budget cannot Im* covered and cannot be intended to rule 
out an adjouriinieut motion even if it has been once discussed. That is my 
first point. 

Sir, my second point is even assuming that it d(>es, the subject*mi»tter 
that is prop(»sed to ])e discussed now' was never an<! could not have been 
brought to the notice of the Houjw* earlier because the event actually 
occurred after tl«e debate on Monday took place. So far as our information 
goes, the subject proposed io lie discusw'd is the banning of a particular 
statement— not the policy Udiind that banning or the general outlook of 
Government on these matters. It is not <»ur case, and T believe my Lender 
will make it clear, that Government have no authority or slnmld never 
exercise anv p(>wer of restricting certain publication.s if they go so far wTong 
as to affect the lives and privileges of the community at large. U is a 
particular statement issued by resp<msib]e leaders of the Opposition in 
reply to certain observation.s made by the Governmeiil of India hood 
Secretary, who again allowed that statement to Ik- published in the loca 
papers, that is the subject-matter which is proposed to l»e discussed. And 
with all due respect to the Leader of the Hous^* 1 submit, Sir, that 
Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee never brought in this subject and from excerpts 
read out one could never imagine that lie had that particular intention in 


Mv third objection is this that cut motions during the budget debate 
have to be disposed of in a manner which leaves little room for 
discussion of a subject-matter which arises out of an /"'"f 
cut motions have Wu and have to be given notice of 10 days before and 
here. Sir. we are in the midst of a session which is a long 
plea that there is a possibility of cut motions during the budget debate 
Lnnot be raised to abut out important privileges of this House to discuss 
an emergent matter of public importance of this character. 

With these observations, Sir, I submit that you may not be pleased to 

aooe6t the objection of Sir Narimuddin. 

Mr. SAtAMKA SEKHAR tAMYALs Sir, m connection with this 

matter referred to by Dr. Mookerjee, I do not like to mU in what has 
«ad by Dr. Sanyal. But there is one point, Sir, about which I would Uka 
io aay aomething. An adjournment motion is intended either to censnr# or 
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at least to condemn the Government. Censuring or condemnation is a 
question of vote and during general discussion no matter can be put to vote. 
Therefore, Sir, our right to have this matter put to the test by vote is a 
matter which could not be concluded by what took place during the general 
discussion. 

Then, Sir, with regard to the other question as to our getting an 
opportunity during cut motions, I submit, Sir, that you as Speaker who at 
one time was an ordiriarj^ member — you know very well that during the cut 
motions you have got to pack through limited time the crowded grievances 
of one year if not more. We do not know whether we shall get one or two 
days but to raise the contention that this will be available during the cut 
motions is to say that one day will be applied to this particular matter. 
That is to say, the numerous grievances of the province will be practically 
guillotined, and that is certainly not a desirable state of things. And, Sir, 
the nature of the matter proposed to be raised during this discussion is of 
such importance that it ought not to be allowed to wait even for a day. 
After all, food is tbe primary concern of the province and in comparison with 
the importance of this topic every other topic is of secondary importance. 
And, Sir, the statement which has been banned is a statement not of 
X Y Z but a statement which is even more important than the statement of 
a Minister of State. The banning of sucli a statement is a matter which 
should Ik* discussed at tlie earliest po.ssible opportunity. In any view, Sir, 
it is only right and proper that we should discuss the matter. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Does any other member want to speak? 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: Sir, ma\ 1 make an observation on a 
question of fact only? Sir, 1 want to ixiint out with due respect to tht 
Leader of the House that really he is confusing tbe policy with an incident, 
That is the point which 1 %vant you to remember, Sir, when you give youi 
ruling. 

The next thing is also on a question of fact. 1 came to know that ihis 
•tatement was banned by Government on Tue>day. Therefore, Sir, I took 
the first opportunity of bringing it up before this House. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: Sir, a ruling by the previoui 
Speaker in the matter of the admission of the motion under discussior 
should have been our guide in this matter. It is not a question of banning 
a statement. Tbe facts mentioned by the gentlemen opposite are incorrect 
Spt*aking as one w’ho is connected with the Dress, I submit. Sir, that thej 
have been caught napping. A misleading .statement has been made as tc 
when information about the “advice” was sent to the Press, The advio« 
was given on Sunday and, therefore, the honourable mover was in posses- 
sion of tbe information on that day. Today, it is Thursday. Three valuabU 
days have been lost. That is a fact, and on the texit of the section govern- 
ing adjournment motions I think this motion should have been declared ai 
not in onler. 

Khan Bahniul' MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, I draw your attention tc 
rule 98(v) which says: “the motion must not deal with a matter on which 
a resolution could not be moved”. Here, Sir, the general policy oi 
Government is that such matters should not be allowed to be publish^ 
which will undermine public morale, so that the confidence of the public 
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may not be shaken. Here probably the Leader of the Congreaa party ha« 
tabled a motion because he thinks that since a statement issued by centaiii 
parties of the Opposition was not allowed to be published therefore it waa 
an encroachment on the privilege of a member. But* Sir, there was no 
instance of banning any particular statement ; the statement wa« 
automatically banne<l l>ecause of a policy which had been previously adopted 
by Government. Therefore, Sir, when it affected a question of principle, 
this adjournment motion should l>e held to lie out of order. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BASUt Sir, may I just point out one thing 
with reference to the observation of my honourable friend Mr. Abdur 
Rahman SiddiqiJ^ 1 understood him to say that a statement which is 
misleading and which does not contain facts has been made by some of the 
speakers on this side inasmuch as it has been stated that the mover of this 
motion did not know on Monday evening or even on Tuesday that Govern- 
ment had banned the publication of the Ktatement in question. Mr. Abdur 
Rahman Siddiqi said that as a newspaf>er editor he came to know on Sunday 
that such a ban had been impostnl. Did I understand him to say that as 
soon as he obtained that information from the Government on Sunday ha 
forthwith transmittefi it to the meml>er8 of the Opposition and therefore the 
members were in a position to know even on Sunday or on Monday that such 
a ban had been imposed ^ In the nhsence of any sm h statement by him I 
do not see the substance or the meaning of his complaint. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think 1 have heard every IkhIn wln» wanted to say 
anything on this point. In my <qnninn, th<*re i.s nothing in the rules or in 
any convention of whicli 1 am aware which makes the present motion out 
of order. 1 hold this to W in onler, and I will now read out to the House 
the short statement an<l tiien ask wliether the member has got the leave of 
the House. The short statement runs tints: 

“It wa.s reported m tin* Dewspaj»ers in ('olcutta on the 25th February, 
1944, that the Food Secretary t<» the Government of India, 
Mr. R. n. Hutchings, made certain observations on the 22nd 
February, at New Ikdhi on the fo(nl situalirm in Bengal in which 
among othi'r things he dej)rerate<l all attempts at taking Bengal 
into a second tamine' and (ondemiied defeatism. The leaders of 
different parties in the (b*po,sitjon in tlie Bengal Legislative 
Assembly thereafter is.Nued a joint statement to the Press in 
Calcutta criticising the approach made by Mr. Hutchings in dealing 
with the i»resent fotel situation and warning the Government 
against complucencx in high quarter.** and the expression of pious 
wi.Hhe.s which have Wu at the root of tin? deterioration in the foml 
situation in this province last year. 

On Friday the 25th February, Mr. J. H. Burder, President, Bengal 
Chamla*r of Commerce, made a significant ob*H*rvation in cours<* of 
his presidential address at the annual meeting of the Bengal 
Chamb€>r of Commerce that anorng other things ‘injudicious 
articles in the Press’ on the present food situation amounted to 
‘5th column activity’. Shortly after this it was learnt yesterday 
that the Goverumeiit of Bengal had banned the publication of the 
joint stateinent issued by the Party leaders. Hence this motion. 

Is there any objection f 
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Jfm Hofl’lllt Kfiwiji Sir NAZIMUOOiN: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKERS Those who are in farour of the motion will please rise 
in their seats. 

(Requisite number of members rose in their^ seats.) 

As the requisite number of members hare risen the member has got the 
leare of the House. 

Clearing of Preie and visitors’ galleries. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I want to make a sugges- 
tion, Sir. When the discussion takes place I submit that the Press and the 
galleries be cleared. 

Mr. a. C. GUPTAS We are discussing that very matter. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: This is a very important matter, 
Sir. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL; Let us understand his justification for 
the Nazi method he is proposing. 

I The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN. Sir, I would seriously 
request you 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir 

Mr. 8PEAKER8 Mr. Sanyal, please resume your seat. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL* I know what he is going to say. 

Mr. 8PEAKERS Mr. Sanyal, will 3 ’ou please resume your seat? 
Before that is done it is going to be 5 p.ni. I want to know whether you 
hare got any suggestions to make with regard to time. Let us have that 
first decided. 

"^ha Hon’blo Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN. As far as the question of 
time is concerned the discussion may begin from 5 to 7 and that will be 
before Magreb prayer. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I think it will be convenient if we begin after Asar 
prayer. That means 5-15 and I fix that time. 

Tht Hon’bla Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: I would like to know why 
the honourable members are objecting to a secret session. 

Mr. a. C. GUPTA: A secret session can only be held by the consent of 
the House and a secret session to discuss the banning of the news will 
defeat its own purpose. We are complaining against the banning of the 
news and the Hon'ble the Leader of the House is tyj'ing to get you to agree 
to ban the news in advance and, 1 may say, give the judgment in advance. 
I submit, under* the circumstances, this prayer ought not to be allowed. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: The Government are at liberty to 
carry on all ruthless activities according to their pleasure, but so far as you 
are concerned, Sir, you are not only the chosen custodian of this House but 
also of the whole province ; that is to say, the . interests of the entire 
yrovinoe are in your hands and 1 do not think you will agree to atultily the 
debate by acceding to the unreasonable demand of Government. 
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Mf« A« F. STARK S At this point, Sir, I aubmit that the PreM should 
be ordered to withdraw when we are about to discuss a statement which has 
been banned from the Press by Government on the ground that it is harm- 
ful to the food situation. If we discuss the statement in the presence of 
the Press I submit that that would be putting the Press in an impossible 
situation because even if they do not publbh the statement they will be 
obliged to publish a substance when publishing the proceedings of this 
House. I submit that we should take no risk of publishing facts which may 
be damaging to> the food situation. 

Mr« ATUL CHANDRA SEN: A Daniel has come to judgment! 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: I submit, Sir, that if you order the 
Press to go out you will be simply justifying the action taken by Govern- 
ment. I think that sort of an order cannot be passed without first hearing 
the leaders of the different groups because it would be prejudging the issue. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN filODIQI: (As soon as Mr. Siddiqi rose to 
speak there was a loud noise from the Opposition). Sir, I seek protection 
of the Chair from this sort of disturbance. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. I hope the member should be allowed 
to speak undisturbed. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: Sir, it will not only place the Press 
into difficulty but it might also place the Chair in a rather awkward position 
for this reason that in a discussion of this nature argumeuts are not likely 
to be restricted to the action taken on which we are trying to labour but 
they are likely to run into the actual policy and therefore, Sir,— (Inter- 
ruption from Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Saiiyal and noise from the Opposition 
benches) Sir, will you stop him, when I rise on my right to speak H 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Sanyal, will you kindly not interrupt? 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURi: Mr. Speaker. Sir, (Loud 

noise from the Coalition benches). 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. Please do not shout. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, I am referring to 
rule 125 of the Assembly Procedure Buies, and I am raising a point of order 
in that connection. Rule 125 runs thus: “The Speaker, whenever he 
thinks fit, may order the galleries to be cleared*’. You will notice. Sir, 
that the matter is entirely left to your discretion and you have got to act 
here on your own motion, not at the suggestion of any person however high 
his position may be or even at the suggestion of the Leader of the House. 
It rests entirely in your discretion and it is on your own motion and not at 
the suggestion of anybody that the galleries can l>e cleared. 

Khtfl Blliadtir MOHAMMED ALI: But anybody can make some 
anggestion to you, Sir. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: That would be compro- 
mising the position of the Speaker. Sir, no harm will ensue if the 
proce^inga be published in the Press for, after all, we are not discussing 
^ food situation or the food position in the country. What we am. 
discussing is the banning of a particular statemeut issued by the leaders 
that will bring under discussion ibe policy behind the banning order and n# ^ 
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the food policy of the Gorernnient. Therefore, no such harm can ensue as 
the Government consider it necessary to prevent by the banning of the 
publication of anything regarding the food position in the province. That 
order stands and the Press will abide by that order but so far as the motion 
before the House is concerned it does not at all bring under di.scussion the 
food position in the country. It only proposes to discuss the policy of 
banning the publication of all discussion regarding the food position in the 
country and we intend to discuss only the policy behind the banning order. 
Therefore, I submit, no harm can ensue. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALIS Rai Harendra Xath Chaudhuri has 
quoted rule 125 and has said that it is the Speaker’s option to clear the 
galleries and that no member can make a recjuest to that effect to the 
Speaker. Sir, 1 beg to differ from that view and 1 am of opinion that 
everybody in the House has got the right to suggest to you on any particular 
occasion that the galleries should he cleared. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You need not reply to that, Khan Bahadur; that is 
common sense. 

Khtn BfthMhir MOHAMMED ALI* Sir, it is a jKirliumentary convention 
that any member can suggest that the galleries be cleare<l only for the 
purpose of drawing Mr. S])eaker’s attention to it but it lies entirely in his 
discretion whether he should do .ho or not. 1 hope >ou will folh^u that 
convention and if you think fit you will clear the galleries on thi> occasion. 
Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: I do submit. Sir. that you will 
not exercise your prerogative under rule 125 and do something for wliich 
there is really no precedent. There is gagging (»t the Press uml there should 
not W a gagging of the Legislature, (tn the other hand \ou have a 
precedent so far as the ('entral Legislature is concerned. During the last 
few months there have been cases where adj(»urnment motions similar to 
the one about to be moved by Mr Kiran Sankur Hoy were moved in New 
Delhi and there was no order given 1»\ the I'lesident nor was a request 
made by Sir Reginald Maxwell. But Sir NazamuUlin wants* to out-Maxwell 
Maxwell himself for the purpose of clearing the Press galleries. M> second 
point is that if anything is discussed on the floor of the House winch should 
not in the interest of the fo(ul situation he allowed to be publi'^hed. that is a 
matter which may separately be considered by the ll(»iue Minister as such 
mutters hud been considered in the past. You know’ that certain matters 
discuvssed on the Hoor c)f the Legislature were not published in the Press 
and when we came and cnmpluined before \ou and the lK‘puty Speaker botk 
of you sai<l that you were helpless. So there should be no attempt on the 
part of the Government tc» gag the legitimate publication of discus.nions on 
a vital question like this. 

Mr. A. K. PAZLUL HUQ: I was not surprised to hear the Chief Minister 
putting forward the plea that the Press and the galleries ought to be cleared, 
otherwise the <d>ject of the Government in banning the statement would 
be defeated. But I was certainly suq^nsed to bear my friend Mr. Starl^, 
a Britisher, born and bred, rising up from his seat and supporting a policy 
which is worse than the most barbarous system of suppression of the Press. 
Now, Sir, I would like to remind iny friends of the European Group 
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(InteiTUptions from the Coalition BenoheeL I am only reminding them of 
what they themselTes did in this House— 

KilSfl Bnhsduf MOHAMMED ALIS On a point of order. Sir. On what 
is he speaking? He must be relevant. 

Mr, A, K, FAZLUL HUQ: 1 am only asking my friends of the European 
Group through you 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: How can he usk fhe Kuro})eau 
Group ? 

Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 am only remimliog ni> friends of the 
European (jroup through you because 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: On a point of order. Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Fazlul Huq, w’lll yon please resume your seat? 

Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: If you do uot wuut iiio to xpoak, 1 won’t. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is far from me to interrupt yo\i in the least. That 
is not mv desire sjieriallv in view of the tact that \ou are not verv W’ell. 
What I mean is this that while speaking on a suhpTt like this, it is desirable^ 
to confine strictl\ to the j>oint and not to pass remarks 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Even ‘o meet a point raised by another 
member ? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 must frankly confess that 1 buve not lieen able t(V 
follow him all along. 

Mr. 8YED BADRUDDOilA: Sir. there wan n<»ihing irrelevant in hia 
speech 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I have iievrr siiid tliut tliorc wus irrolovunt. 

Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, if you are here g<»ing to show me any 
concession because of mv ill health, I woald ratlier die than lake suc'h a 
favour in your hands. Sir, you talk of relevancy 

Mr. SPEAKER: Xo. ut>. I am not talking of relevaiics I have never 
said about relevancv. 

Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I have been at the bar for the last 44 veurR 
and I know what are the rules of relevancv. [ do not want tf> be taught 
about lelevaio y I v anvl)od\ including Mr Speaker himself, f was only 
going to remiiul my friends oi the Eurojiean (iron]) of their attitude towards 

the food question this time la^t year in **uppoitiTig a motion (fries of 

“Shame ’ ‘‘Shame” from the (l]>position and interruptions from the foalitiori 

benches i . 

(The House wa.s at this stage adjourned tf»i lo minutes. > 

( Affrr ad jonntVKhf . } 

Mr. SPEAKER: I know I have got power to order clearing of th« 
galieriee, 1 ako know that there may be aearet sessions of this House and^ 
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m fact, I remember there have been occasiane in this very House when 
the galleries have been cleared by order of the Speaker. But the proc^ure 
prescribed is an extraordinary one and is intended to apply to extraordinary 
situations. I do not think the present is an extraordinary situation that 
requires such a procedure to be adopted. The Government's standing order 
is there. There have been occasions in the past when the publication of 
the proceedings of this House has been banned. If after the discussion is 
over, Government think that additional steps are necessary, it will be quite 
open to them to take additional steps. So, I cannot accept the suggestion 
of the Leader of the House. 

Atfjourfimtfit motion. 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY. Sir, I beg to move that this Assembly 
do now adjourn to discuss a definite matter of urgent public importance 
and of recent occurrence, namely, the banning by the Government of 
Bengal of the publication in the press of the joint statement issued by the 
Leaders of the parties in the Opposition in the Bengal Legislative Assembly 
criticising the observations of the Food Secretary, Government of India, 
on the food situation in Bengal, as published recently in the local news- 
papers. 

Mr. Speaker, the facts on which I rely for niy adjouruuieiit motion are 
crystal clear and the totalitarian mentality which I seek to condemn is also 
very obvious, but the time allotted for a motion of this nature is so short 
that I am afraid it will not be possible for me to express completely the 
views we hold on this policy of shutting out of views. 

Let me, Sir, briefly put the facts before the House. Mr. R. H. Hutchings, 
Food Secretary to the Government of India, made certain observations on 
the food situation in Bengal on the 22nd of February, On the 2>th, this 
was reported in the local newspapers. Sir, 1 do not wish to quarrel very 
much with Mmt statement. It is the usual sort of statement to which we 
are used. There is an air of superior wisdom, there is a good deal of 
patronising and there is also a great deal of callousness to human suffering. 
I do not propose lo read that statement of Mr. Hutchings though I have it 
here. Mr. Hutchings patronizingly pats the back of the Bengal Govern- 
ment and I have no doubt that the Bengal Government, so imperious to us, 
the poor members of the Opposition, will sit upon its hind legs in ecstacy. 
He is also patronizing to us. He admits that some of the criticisms which 
we had made are fair and he assures us that all those criticisms, all the 
problems and all the points that we have raised on the floor of the House 
and outside are engaging his attention. The sum total of Mr. Hutchings^ 
speech is this: that Mr. Hutchings is in the Delhi Secretariat, the Hon’ble 
Mr. H. S. Suhrawnrdy is in the Bengal Secretariat, there is a very generous 
Yiceroy ruling over us, the British Anny is in India, and we. the imor 
Indians, need not worry. This, Sir, is the statement of Mr. Hutchings. 

Sir. I am not very sure of the antecedents of Mr. R. H. Hutchings. c.i.E., 
but I have a faint recollection that in 1932 Mr. Hutchings then an Additional 
Polhical Secretary or Deputy Secretary' honoured us with a visit when we 
were prisoners in the Dum Dum Central Jail. Two hundred to 300 political 
prisoners including some of the most brilhant sons of Bengal were in the 
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Dum Dum Jail packed like sardines itt one room with corrugated iron roof, 
with solid walls on all sides, but without a single window to let in fresh 
air, to let in any light. That, Sir, was the condition in the month of June. 
On our representation Mr. Hutchings was kind enough to visit us and when 
we told him the inconvenience, the insanitary condition in which we were 
living at the time, Mr. Hutchings smiled pleasantly being a nice jierson and 
pointed to the sky-light 23 feet high over our head and thought that, that 
was sufficient for the purpose (laughter). It is evident. Sir, that 
Mr. Hutchings with growing age and increasing responsibility has not 
become more responsive to human sufi’erings, and if 1 am not mistaken, it 
is this Mr. Hutchings who was lent by the Government of India to the 
Government of Burma, and if 1 remember aright, he was in charge of 
evacuation. We have heard ugly stories about racial discrimination during 
that evacuation. Well, what more could we expect from Mr. Hutchings. 
Sir, on Mr. Hutchings* statement the leaders of the Opposition thought it 
necessary to issue a statement warning the Government that the condition 
prevailing in Bengal is such that there shouM he no self-complacency on 
the part of Government. They also cautioned the people to he careful, 
and. Sir, I propose to read that statement. The statement runs thus: — 
“Our attention has been drawn to a statement reccMitly issued by 
Mr. Hutchings, the India Government Food Secretary, from Delhi 
regarding the food situation in Bengal.” Sir, 1 shall rea<l it very slowly, 
so that everyone may understand what a ilungerous document it is. “It 
appears that Mr. Hutchings was in Bengal a few days ago hut we wen* not 
even aware of any attempt nunle by him to contact public opinion in the 
province. We were not even nwun* that Ik* was in our midst. It is, 
therefore, reasonable to jiresume that he lookt^d into the food problem in 
Bengal through the eyes of the Ministry and the offi<’iuls, and the over- 
optirnism which he has shown is, therefore, easily explained. It is not 
our intention to raise any scare nor, so far as we are aware, any attempts 
are being made by the public for ‘taking Bengal into a second famine,’ as 
ha.s been insinuated by the Food Secretary, hut we feel that we shall he 
failing in our duty to the piihlic if we do n(»t point out that tlie complacency 
in official circles is fraught with great danger. Mr. Hutchings has 
deprecated all attempts at Hakiug Bengal into a second tamine’. We 
wonder whether he realises that a similar complacency on the part of tha 
Government, last year since the advent of the Ministry was to a great 
extent responsible for what he evidently calls the ‘First I amine’ towards 
the end of last y'ear. Let not that tragic hlunder he repeated in 1044.'* 
We are told that there has been a bumper crop in Bengal this year hut a 
mere bumper crop without a sound scheme of procurement and distribution 
cannot save Bengal from another famine. Already reports of rising prices 
and scarcity of rice and paddy are <laily pouring in from different parts of 
Bengal especially from (oniilla, f'hittagonir and Dacca. Whether it is 
due to Government purchase of amnn crop, size of which has been admit te<l 
to be considerable is fnr the Government to say. Government have also 
•o far done little to make a visible demonstration of success by moving food- 
grains to deficit areas. Symptoms are, therefore, disquieting. IVhat 
people suffer from is not “defeatism" but want of confidence in the present 
Ministry's capacity and integrity to tackle the situation in a manner 
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c(m§i»tent witk the welfare of all classes of people. Complacency in high 
quarters and pious wishes would not achieve anything; nor will confidence 
he restored by prevention of legitimate criticism of official policy and action 
relating to food.’^ 

This, Sir, is the dangerous document which disturbed the mind of Sir 
Naziniuddin, the leader of the Trojan heroes, and Trojan heroes became 
nervous. Now, Sir, this df)cument was signed by six persons, one of whom 
had been the Chief Minister of this province, three of whom were recently 
Ministers of the Crown, Mr. Hem Chandra Nasker, the distinguished 
Scheduled Caste leader and an ex-Ma\or (Mr. A. M. Abdul Hamid: 
Question). Do you question that he w'as an ex-Mayor? Then you question 
your own sanity. (Uproar.) I say, these gentlemen by their long service 
can claim to he heard by the people and also claim to be heard by a Govern- 
ment which calls itself a popular Government. But, this statement was not 
allowed to be published. Orders were given that thi.s must be stopped and 
of course it was stopped. Sir, I do not w’ant to take too much time of the 
House. 

The issue before the Hoxise raised by this motion is simple, straight and 
clear, Have w'e the right to differ from the present Ministry ^ Tliat, Sir, 
is the issue. You may like that statement or you may not like that state- 
ment, That is not the point. The point is whether one has a right to 
differ from this Ministry, and in differing whether one has a right to give 
expression to that difference. Or are we living, as m> friend Dr. Sauyal 
said under Nazism which means one leader, oru' part>. one programme and 
one voice and the negation ()f all opj>osition. That. Sir, is the issue betore 
the House and I hope the issue is so clear that there could not be any 
difference of opinion on this matter. 

Mr. Speaker, 1 have finished, hut before 1 sit down, 1 would like to ask 
every Indian in this House, as I ask myself, why do we keep on this sham 
show If we cannot .save our people from dying, it we eunnot save our 
mothers and sisters from going about naked <)r in rags and from dying, it we 
cannot ])revent our chiblren from eating garbage from the dustbins, what 
the use of our being here, making speeche.s and prerorating in Latin. Sir. I 
too would also like to conclude with a quotation, 1 am ashamed to .say, from 
a Bengali poet in this Assembly of learned men. Not knowing Latin or 
(ireek, liartlly English well enough ti» express my feelings, I have to fall 
back on Bengali (Bai Harendru Nath ('haiidhuri : With apobigy ). I have 
already apologised. I shall quote from a humble poet from my own district. 
This is what he says reminding us of the realities of the situation: — 

«3rD»t ^rtc^T 

^ C5tC«»=!T 

csfmr tn rrsi ^ 

•im 

wnw sra T 

* 4< • * 
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^ C5t^ 
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c^ c^»rr5 "fTT ^ 

C3Wl 0*31 ^ 531 

csm rr?! (Ttcn 

511 V 

C3mi mfw 

^|T0^ Tff^lT ^ I 
5rrwt ^ffTT ^FTi?l 

0‘3t0^ II 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Sir, 1 ri«t‘ to act’or<l my wholehearted 
support to the motion which Im.s hcen placed hidore this House with such 
ability, elo(|ueiice afol ile}»th ol feeling? 1»\ m\ esteemeil and honourable 
frieikd, Mi. Kiran Sankar i{o\ 

Sir, the issue that has been raised b\ this motion and has been clinched 
by Mr. Kiran Sankur lto\ r*. whether on a 'ital matter of this kind, namely, 
the food situation in the provime and the food policy (d the (lovernment 
ot Benjfal, it is open to tliojne who represent vast sections of the people of 
this province to utter a word <»! caution to the (iovernment with re^funl to 
the policy that they have been following. Uemember, Sir, in tbeir iudivi> 
dual capacities these leaders of parties in Opposition may not c(»unt for any- 
thing but according to the constitutional practice, for goml or for evil, they 
have been called upon to represent vast constituencies in this province, 
probably more than 90 per cent, of the Hindus of this province and about 
half of its Muslim population. In these circumstances, is it not* their 
boundeij duty to voice the opinion of their constituencies when u charge has 
been levelled by the Food Secretary' to the Government of India that there 
is an attempt to bring about a second famine in Bengal by a criticism of 
the food policy of the Government. That is the issue before us. When 
the Legislature is not meeting it is necessary that a mischievous statement 
made by the Food Secretary is nailed to the counter immediately it sees the 
light of day. That is the position which the leaders of the Opposition in 
this House have taken in this matter. Now if the Government desire that 
they will carry on their food policy in this province through the gagged 
silence of the people let them take that responsibility. You renu»mher Sir, 
that during the last famine which devastatckl this province when statements 
were made from the Opposition calling attention to the most serious situaiioa 
towards which the province was heatling, on© of the Secretaries to th© 
Government of India stood up in his place in the Central Assembly and said 
that there had been overdramatisation of the famine situation in Bengal. 
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It was a most shameless statement which a responsible officer could make 
on the floor of the House in the Central Assembly, you will find, Sir, that 
the mischief that ii^s done by such a statement had to be undone by protests 
from myriad throats in Bengal and the rest of India. It was impossible for 
people to give even the faintest idea of the actualities of the situation in this 
unhappy province. Even my esteemed friend, Mr. David Hendry, the 
Leader of the European (iroup, strongly condemned such an attitude on the 
part of the Home Secretary to the Governr-.ent of India. Mr. Hendry said 
that it was a misstatement of facts to say that there was overdramatisation 
of the food situation in Bengal. That is exactly the position which the 
Government of Bengal is now taking and which the Food Secretary, taking 
the cue from the Government of Bengal, has also taken in making the 
statement which is the subject-matter of discussion today. Now, Sir, the 
whole world was shocked to find what had happened in Bengal. After the 
death roll had mounted to enormous figures, after the facts in their lurid 
light hud been disclosed, the world was shocked to find that the very founda- 
tion of civilization had been shaken. Now, can we in these circumstances 
allow the Government to carry on in the midst of gagged silence as they 
propose to do? Can we, as responsible representatives of the people of the 
province, sit quietly and allow Government to carrj- on in their own way 
without even uttering a word of protest or caution which we might consider 
necessary? In the districts, prices are mounting up and rice is not available 
in various places. Are we to sit quiet with our eyes blind-folded, with our 
hands behind our back, simply holding our breath in patience waiting for 
something to turn up, because (Government are hatching and executing their 
plan for procurement and di-stribution in tjie secrecy of (Government depart- 
ments? Now, Sir, ask the iiewspajH*rs. T^et the Home Minister whose 
portfolio includes the Press ask the newspapers, fully to disclose the tale 
which is pouring in upon them every day from every corner of the province. 
It will go to show that rice is disappearing, that prices are mounting, and 
that starvation and vagrancy are again appearing in different places. The 
newspapers are not in a position to mention one word out of these messages 
which are pouring in uj)on them <lay after day. The\ used to publish these 
messages drawing the attention of (Government to the sufferings of the 
Xieopl^ in the mufassal districts. They have been gagged, they have been 
silenced, not an echo of these complaints, of these cries of distress, finds 
any place in the newspapers of today. That is the position. That is the 
way in wdiich the present Oovei-nment seeks to work. I/et them take into 
their confidence the leaders and other members of the Opposition and frame 
or revise their plan so that any such complaints niav no longer be possible. 

It was a great decision that the Speaker had made this evening that the 
gallery should not be bleared and that the Press should not be asked to stop 
publication of today’s proceedings. It was a landmark in the history of 
Parliamentary Government in this province. I hope and trust that the 
Horae Minister will not issue his writ to stop publication of these proceed- 
ings. If he does that, his name will go down in history as the upholder of 
Nazi methods, an expression which my esteemed friend Dr. Sanyal has used 
this evening. I hope he will allow the report of the proceedings to he 
published in the papers tomorrow in order that people may know throughout 
this province that thfir cries and their woes do not go unheeded on the floor 
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of the Legislature, that there are people who are free to ventilate them and 
that these are people who are trying to bring them to the notice of the 
Government. 

I do not think I need take up the time of the House any more. I desire 
to conclude by uttering a note of warning. If Government want to carry 
on this game of **hush, hush”, this game of silence, in a matter ofNuoh 
supreme importance, theirs will be a tren endous responsibility in* which 
they will be answerable to the people of this province. 

Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: Sir. my esteemed friend Mr. Kiran 
Sankar Roy has already put before the Hou^e our view-point. The statement 
that was issued by the leaders of different parties wusVlear. I cannot under- 
stand why the present tiovernment is ver\ nervous about .any talk with 
regard to the food situation. Mr. Hutchings came from Delhi and went 
about the w’hole of Bengal, as he says, hut whom he meant by Bengal we do 
not know. He came to Bengal but did not think it nece.Hsary (hat any one of 
the leaders in the Opiiosition of this House should he consulted or even talked 
to. He returned to Delhi and from that place, from that high pedestal, he 
issued a ^tatement and that statement has been ])ublished in the Press. He 
has said that attempts are being made to taking Bengal to a stH‘ond famine. 
IVe know wbat was done last year about this time. This very Government 
which was called to office h\ the late Sir -lohn Herbert, told us, “Well, you 
don’t w’orry, everylliing is all right". When Mr. Faxlul Hu(]’s second 
Ministry was in otfice, Mr. Suhrawardy cried louirse from the Opposition 
benches here, “Don’t talk of shortage, there is plenty of fooil in the country”; 
and the very satne statement was made hj Mr, Suhruwurdy when he assumed 
charge ot the (!ivil Suj)plies Department. Well, if tliere was no shortage, if 
ever> thing was all right, how will xou account lor the death of 40 lakhs of 
people in tins haple**-* jirovince? These Minister.** who are adorning the 
Treasur> Benches n(»w were in office at that time. Why could not they eheck 
the deaths from starvation of so many personsf^ Why is this “hush, hush” 
policy today? We warn the (iovernment — whether Mr. Ilutchings issued the 
statement from Delhi nr these Ministers took it into their heads to follow 
methods by which they want to stifle public discu.^sion, by w’hich the} want 
to stifle even the j>uhlicntion of our ‘•tafement in the press — that tliese method* 
will not stop the people fnun starving to death when they 4 I 0 not get food. 
Already we have re«eived reports from different parts of the tiroviuce that 
the inoineut the hoiumrahle agents of the (nivernment went into <lifferent 
districts to purchase aman crop, from that moment the prices have risen, l^et 
them declare what are the reasons for which j>ri( es have risen today in the 
mofussil areas. If everything goes all right why have prices risen? The 
other day my honourable frieml Dr. Syumaprasud Moi»kerjee laid before the 
House the reports that came from different districts of this province. Sir, we 
have heard of war methods abcmt which the British (iovernment cry luulTse 
and about which this (iovernment also cry hoarw* : “Well, war purposes are 
there, war methods are there: war efforts are to be seen to sutcess.” May I 
ask, is this the way in which Bengal can he saved from being starve<l t(j death? 
I »ay that in order to save the people of Bengal from ntarvation not only the 
leaders of different parties but Bengal as a whole should he taken into 
conffdence. If the people lose confidence in the Ministry, there is no escape. 
You cannot by stifling discussion save people from starvation. 
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Sir, I wouJd not take much time of the House. I am warning this Govern- 
ment if they have allowed Mr. Hutchings’ statement to be published in the 
Press, what was there for the Government to stop this innocent statement 
issued by different party leaders to be published in the Press? Then, Sir, 
Sir Nazirauddin went further as the chief, as the head of the administration. 
He wanted a secret session. If they so like, let them have a secret session 
of the Cftuncil of Ministers. That is all good. But don’t talk of the fuss 
of a parliamentary method to be followed here by holding a secret session. 
There is no use for the Bengal A.ssembly to sit in secret. Let everybody go 
home and let Sir Nazimuddin retire from office and go home and hold secret 
meetings there: I can understand that position. But if the Ministry 
function and if they follow methods which are questionable, this House has 
-^very right to discuss that. I w-ill condemn in strongest terms the method 
that ha.s been followed to stifle the Press by not allow'ing the statement that 
was <w*nt to the Press to be published. I hope sense will dawm on them but 
I doubt very much whether that will. Even now there is time because the 
crisis, the zero hour is approaching, and if the Ministry does not take the 
time by forelock, I do not know whether the ('atastrophc that w*as staged on 
the Bengal soil last year will not be staged again on the soil of Bengal this 
time also. We scent danger, and therefore, I warn this (jovernment not 
to adopt inetliods which are questionable. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddiqi 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: Mr. Deputy Speakei, Sir (Loud 

noise from the Opposition benches.) 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I liope tliere wull he no interruption and no 
•disturbum'e, and f also hope that yon will kindl\ listen to him. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, we also hope there wull he no 
provoeution from tlie other side. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: Sir, 1 have been taken a bit by 
surprise at being called upon to speak so early. J was waiting for the 
crescendo to go up. Speakers opposite have i laimed the right to ventilate 
the grievances of the people: the leader of the Congress party has pithily 
put the whole of his ease in a sentence. He asks: is the present Govern- 
meui of Bengal prepared to tiderate any difference of opinion? The very 
suggestion is preposterous for the very exi.^tence of the Opposition disproves 
it. Ihe (jroveriimeut is anxious f») receive advice and even criticism wdth 
a view to render every possible assistance to the people for their existence. 
1 would like to suluuit the view that chums to speak in the name of the 
people of Bengal should be assessed arithmetically. This side of the House 
can sj)eak for a larger majority of the people of Bengal than gentlemen 
opposite. Their argument and any st4itements they make either here or 
outside, are in proportion to their numbers in this House. Their deci.sioii 
today on whether to hold a secret session or to allow public discussion, is not 
based on any policy of protest against gagging. That as a general proposi- 
tion, with regard to the position of the Indian Press, is known to all of us. 
Here the situation wrhich has arisen is not gagging, not even advising, but 
it is crushing mischief before it is afoot. Why I hold this view is because, 
as the honourable member for the University of Calcutta will bear me ouf, 
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ibis j^blem of our famine, this problem of the misierj* of Bengal, baa 
affected, as you will understand , Sir, the Muslims of the province more than 
the non-Muslim elements of the population. With folded hands I stood befow 
the honourable meml>er for the Tniversity and begged of him in the name 
of the Muslims of Bengal to stoj> making political advantage out of the 
misery of the people. I offered to act as his S^ecreU^ry and jointly with him 
to do the best we could for them. I appealed him to become a leader of 
the Muslims in these days of agony and earn their gratitude. 

Sir, the (jovernmeut of Bengal would not have done its duty if it had 
allowed repetition and reiteration of statements which could not l>e held as 
correct according to any standard of judgmeiit for the reason that in relation 
to the famine they went about making wild statements. Instead of helping 
the people, instead of joining together and making common cause in a 
matter <»f mercy and charity, there was no argument in which and there 
was n(» place in the whole of the (ttuntry where the famine of Bengal was 
not utilised to remove the Ministry which alone was trying to eliminate 
distress. It is surprising to me — and 1 have Inn) some experience of politics 
in this country— to find people getting up in this House and condemning 
this Miiiistr>. Before (iod and man. Sir, 1 honestly believe that the 
famine could have been averted if gentlemen opposite had done their duty 
during the 1(» months when the\ were being le<l from union hoard to utijon 
board, district hoard to district Iward and municijiahty to municipality for 
additional < hairnianships The honourable and learned l.eader of the 
Opposition had tfie hardiloHal to g(» and say in Delhi “Heave us alone. We 
are all right ’ What he did there and what did not make Bengal all right 
was what we have -.eeii After the cobra of famine had been crushtMl through 
the great and untiring eftoit*. made by m\ friend the HonTde the Minister 
lor Oivil Su]»I)lie^. these same gentlemen started their mischievous activities 
by dragging malaria, dy^enicix and cholera intr> their service. Now heeaiiHe 
this effort too ha> l*eeij Imtllcd, the^e worthies are going about, (daiming to 
talk ill the name of service to the pe<»ple, telling them that a sectuid famine is 
before us ami that the.\ are gtdng to die e\a<tly as the\ did in I!Md. This 
i.s t(» create faUe alarm ami panic If the\ did it honestly, if they did it 

truthfully ami it they meain what they said, I would have no nuarrel with 
them. But the whole thing turns on how to get this Ministry out of oftiee. 
Had they been (apable, had they done their duty In Bengal and hud they 
established their hrnm fult 't, 1 would have been the last man to differ from 
them. It is astounding to suggest that this Ministry, y^diicdi has rendered 
sueh valuable and meritoriiius service to the people of Bengal, should go out 
and the (ioveniuient .should, obviously, go into their liamN, into the hands 
of people who, iii more liberal and free countries, would have lieen impeached 
and penalized in a manner which they have not yet realised. 

Sir, } do not in any way desire that Government should interfere with 
the freeilom of the Pre.ss, but if the Press indulges in license, as was the 
case with a leading daily which, again in the garb of service of the people, 
waa preaching revolution on the Buaaian baaii, a Government could not ba 
a Government if it did not take action. A Govcrninent would at the aama 
time be unworthy of being called a Government if it did not atop p^ple 
from getting their afvceches full of poieon and ineorrect etatemenU pimteii 

18 



J7t ADJOUBNMENT MOTION. Mabcs®, 

in long columns to secure the applause of an intelligentsia which does not 
think for itself. 

Sir arguments have been used tonight which can be broken to pieces one 
after another but, even at this late stage, will they realise that the poor 
and the suffering people of Bengal have to l>e encouraged into a better 
psychology, into a better state of mind. We have got the full machinery to 
procure and remove food from surplus areas to deficit areas and there are 
thousands of officers in charge of that work. Food is being supplied, 
medicines are being sopjilied and clothing is being supplied. Having been 
left nothing, gentlemen opposite who must oppose for the mere pleasure of 
opposition, are trying to create issues which do not fit in with the situation 
as it exists today. 

Sir, what 1 am trying to suggest to you is that upon the statement of a 
Secretary to the Oovernment of India, they want to have one more 
mischievous statement published in the newspapers. They want to gad 
about saying “we are the advocates of the people of Bengal”. 1 do not 
allow them that position. If there are any advocates who wish to serve 
Bengal and its majority ])opulation too, it is this side of the House and the 
rights of the majority have to be acknowledged hy a minority how^soever 
vociferous it be. (Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed: What is the total proportion of 
deaths, do you kuow'O I am being asked a funny iiuestion by a Muslim 
brother of mine. I would most humbly and respectfully request him to go 
with me and face a Inidy of Muslim brothers of mine in any village, any 

city or any centre of this province 

Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: ( ’ome, I will go with you. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI; People who have been declared by 
their brothers to be iinwortliy of their confidence, people who have in fact 
betrayed the confidence of the Muslims, the majority population of this 
province, people who are capitalists and bankers and yet claim to talk in the 
name of the peasants and workers of Bengal in the approved style of prole- 
tariat phraseology, are not the natural leader** of tiie people of Bengal. I 
ask them to go with me to my bn>thers in Bengal and then they will see 
where they stand. 

So far as the remarks of my non-Muslim brothers are eoncerued, I have 
to bow down to them for the simple reastm that I d(* not want them tt> feel 
that I am not looking after them. As a Muslim it is my duty to serve the 
cause of all. As a Muslim 1 have the duty to protec t the interests of the 
Zinunies-noU'Musliiiis. Their interests are ^afer in my hands (Uproar.) 

Mr. 8YED BADRUDDUJA: Sir, as my revered leader is not in that 
condition of health to contribute to the discussion this afterumm I have been 
asked by him to discuss this question in my humble way. I am myself ailing 
since yesterday. So 1 am afraid I shall not be able to discuss the situation 
ns 1 should. 

Sir, Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddiqi (Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu : Hailing 
inom Sind.) — from whatever country he may be hailing — has discussed this 
question every time that this food debate has taken place in this House. He 
hna tried to fasten the responsibility upon the Government. of Mr. Faalul 
fiuq and has stressed that Mr. Faslul fiuq by his irresponsible statement 
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(according to him) in Delhi was responsible for the serious food situation 
in this province. Sir, that was contradicted several times and I need not 
refer to that again. 

Sir, in this connection, I would refer to a portion of the speech that was 
delivered on lOth March, 194d, by Mr. Ispahan!. He said: ‘*1{ my words 
carry no fear to those Ministers” referring to the Ministers under Mr. Faslul 
Huq’s Government “of ours, do not the looting of huig, grain carts, shops 
and dacoities make tliem realise the chances of food riots on a wider scale? 
These mav he suppressed b\ the force of the G<»verumeut and bullets, but it 
will be admitted that a hungry man will do anything to feed himself and 
his family, and it will not W wrong when I say that in the forcible suppres- 
sion of these riots the morals of the cause will be in favour (»f the rioter and 
not a Government which has neglecte<l him cnmiimlly.” Sir, I repeat what 
he said with reference to the present Govemment. The resiMHisibility rests 
with this Government wdiich has systematically ptirsiied a poli<’y which has 
resulted in the loss of so many millions of lives in Bengal. 1 fasten the 
responsibility on this Government. When well intormed criticisms directed 
towards the well-being of the people are made from time to time by respon- 
sible leaders of public opinion, like Messrs, hazliil Hii(|, Santosh K.umar 
Basu, Eiran Sankar Roy and Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee, who represent 
millions of people in this province, this Government i nmes forward to gag 
their statement, to gag the Press in order to create another terrible situation 
in the country. In a spirit of complacency, Mr. Hutchings might have 
uttered something just us his predecessor in oHi<‘e did earlier. His master, 
Mr. Amerv al^o ro.se and made repealed statements in the Hom^e of ( ommons 
during tin* first half of V.m that there was no s.-arcity in Bengal. He was 
not alive to the danger till Octidier, 194d. when people were dying in 
millions, and wh(*n the situati(»n actually headed towards a crash and 
desperate conditions created led to the unjirec edented famine ot PMd, with 
w’hi<-li the people were failed. 

The statement ot Mr. Hutchings has been eontradicted by responsible 
leaders. That statement cannot hut he objected to, in view' ot the fact that 
it has not had any criticism in the I’ress. 

AVhatever tlie ptditical colour Mr. A. R. Siddiiji and hi-* <’ompecrs might 
assume, w'hat€*ver might he their slogans to hoodwink Muslim Bengal, the 
fact remains that not till Hindu and Marwari friends and other non-official 
organisations in the (MUintrv came forward to help the people in their 
distress, the present Government’s eyes were not opened to the realities of 
the situation and they were not even roused from their sliimher. Govern- 
ment had not the goodnes.s, the honesty, the candour, the sense of appre- 
ciation of the danger ahead, to pn)vide medical help in time for the unfor- 
tunate victims of cholera, malaria and other preventihle diseases. These 
disea^s were raging in the countryside, 'exacting a heavy toll in hundreds 
and thousands. 

Sir. I 'made a statement in the first week of November last wherein I 
stated that from my tours in the mufassal areas I came to the conclusion 
that unless not merely fw»d supplies were rushed at once to the a#er*ted areas 
in the mufassal, hut medical relief guaranteed through proper agencies 
there was no hope for the people iticluding the Muslims of Bengal. You 
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will find that in Noakhali, in Chittagong, in Nilphamari, in Murshidahad, 
•pecially in Kandi subdivision, in Chandpur, in Dacca, specially in Munshi- 
ganj, in Madaripur and Rajbari, people have died in hundreds and thousands 
not merely for lack of sufficient supplies but even due to lack of medicines 
especially quinine. Till the military authorities came to the rescue of the 
people, this government could not think of providing medical relief for 
these unfortunate people who were dying in hundreds and thousands. 

Sir. my friend, Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddiqi waxes eloquent as the leader 
of MuHlims. It has always struck me most that this gentleman without any 
actual idea of the Mjfierings and miseries of the people in the countryside, 
without any contact with the ditficulties and hardships of the masses, with- 
out knowing actually the economic condition that the people have been 
facing by reason of the most ill digested, ill conceived and mischievous 
policy of this Government, this gentleman comes forw'ard to plead for 
MusliiiiH of Bengal, who in the Muslim majority districts have been reduced 
to a position which bus no parallel in any civilised country in the world. 
There i^ apprehension in the Muslim mind ; there is apprehension in the 
Hindu mind; there is apprehension among people of all classes and condi- 
tions as regards the policy ot the ])resent Government w’hich has hitherto 
been unsatisfactory, cruelly indifferent to the sufferings and miseries of the 
people. Sir. this Government h\ its unwise p(dic\ (d distribution and 
procurement of foodgrains has brought about a situation which has been 
detrimental to the great majority of peoph* including Muslims and 
Scheduled Castes. This (iovernment cannot any longer he entrusted with 
the responsibility of administration of this province. The statement w^hich 
has been issiKul by an irresponsible man in resjionsihle iiosition cannot 
therefore go uii<hallengt*d. As tlie statement oi Mr. Amer\ could not he 
allowM'd to go un<luillengt‘d. us the statement of Sir John Herbert wdio was 
’Governor of this province was not allowed to go unchallenged, similarly the 
statement, tlie irresponsible statement, of any person in authority could not 
he allowed to go uiichallengeil. Therefore, the leaders of parties voicing the 
feelings, sentiments and grievances of the people at large have naturally 
taken upon themselves the dut> in the fitness of things to issue a statement 
contradicting that statement of Mr. Hutchings which i?> ii(»t merely 
misleading, not merely baseless, not merely incorrect, hut actually 
miw’hievous and detrimental to the interests of the whole province. It haa 
been said tliut there will he no famine. The very same thing was uttered 
on the last occasion. After the assumption of office by the Ministry, on the 
7th, Idth, and loth May, not only these Ministers themselves even the Fo<*d 
Member of the Viceroy’s Council, Sir Muhammad Axisiul Haipie, uttered 
the same thing, vi*., that there would be no famine, that there was no 
Hcareity of foodstuffs or any deficit. The solutitm of the problem was there 
and yet there was the famine. There has been provision made on the 
aaeumption in the Budget for 11144-40. certainly not of sutfieiency of 
foodstuffs under the head “Famint^” — a provision that has jumped up to 
Rs. 1,10 lakhs for the maintenance of establishment and staff. If there is no 
ikooeasity or apprehension of famine, why this unnecessary jnovisionP If 
this Government had no reason to anticipate difficulties ahead, why should 
they come forward and add to the deficit in the province by this provision in 
the budget for meeting Ihe food situation which might or mighi not arise K 
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Why uliould the Leffislature he asked to Tote for this hugre provision? If 
leaders representing various groups and classes in the country meet and 
formulate a policy, it would have the co-operation and confidence of all 
sections of the people in the province. Simply by uttering a word here and 
there, issuing a inundate, a fiat or ukase this Government cannot improve the 
situation. It will go from had to worse. I can assure you and through yon 
all the members of this House that unless any wise policy is ado])ted h\ the 
Government, the whole country will again he faced with a difiicull situation. 
I sound a note of warning. 1 assure you that we will he ]>repared to 
support and co-operate with the (iovernment in any well conceived pi)licy 
of procurement and distribution provided the transactions behind the si'enes 
are not as dishonest, as ,sha<ly, as (*<»rrupt, as ahominahle as have marked 
the administratimi of the provima* during recent months. 

With these few words, I fully assoeiate myself with the views that have 
been put forward by the mover (d' this adjonrniiHUit nndion. 

Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERilEE: Sir, 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Dr Mookerjee, you know the time-limit, 
and 1 h(>j)e \ou will he aide to finish your speech within that. 

Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: I would like to know where the 
Ministers have gone. On a matter like this, it h desirahlc that the Home 
Minister ami the Food Minister sitonid he pr<‘scnt. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: There is also the H(>arcit> of Mini.sters. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: 'I'he (’hief Mmi.sler has gone out with my 
consent and he will he coming pr«*sently. 

Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: I would submit that wliere on an 
adjournment motion sucli impoitant (|ueshons have been raistMl at huist 
courte‘<\ demands that the Hnn’hle Home Minister sh(»uld he present if not 
the Food Minister also. 


Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER. The (’hief Mini.ster came to me and he has 
gone out with my {lermission tor personal reasons. He will come hack 
pretienlly. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Mr. Deputy Speaker. Sir. I rise {(* support the 
motion HO ably moved by my leader, Mr. Kirun Sankar Hoy. The gagging 
of the press is there. The leaders of different groups in the (fpposition have 
i»HUed a statement, and the statement has been read here. We find that the 
atateiiieiit is ijuite innocent, alter the loingling and mismanagement of thiJ4 
Government in regard to the food situation. Mr. Hutchings has isHUe<l a 
statement, and there is no knowing when there will he a second famine. 
Alri’ady signs are there. Prices in the country-side aftei tlie rt*cent harvest 
are rising very liigh and it is diffi» ull to sa\. if I In- j»olic\ in pursued, wliat 
will 1 h* the jirice af food-tuHs next \eai. It is nnl\ reasonable on the part 
of the lea<fers who have the intere-^ls of the coui1tr\ at heart lo see tliat the 
Government mu.st not liead for another <*risis. This sort of irn'sponsihle 
Btatenients should not be made by a so-ealled responsible officer, tiie F<n)d 
to the (iovernment of India, in such an irrespfmsihle way, My 
leader, Mr. Roy, has already explained the antecedents of Mr, Hutchiiiga 
and how' he wa.H compelled to leave Bengal. Leaving Bengal be went to the 
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Government of India and from there he was sent to Burma. On the 23rd 
December he went in a motor car and brought the fleeing Indians back to 
Rangoon and on the 25th Deceitaber Rangoon was bombed by the Japanese 
and these people succumbed to injuries received as a result of bombing. 
That was what he did. No man would ever believe that the statement that 
he had made w'as correct, and yet that had to be criticised. We all kuow 
how the situation was bungled by this Govennnent and how about 50 lakhs 
of people died, if such a situation had taken place in an independent 
country what would have happened?' People would have come forward and 
toYn the Ministry responsible to pieces. Sir, some years ago there was a 
demonstrut ion in front of the House of Commons in England. P^ven the 
ladies with babies in arms came to Parliament and asked the members of 
Parliament to clear out. They shouted: “Baby suckers, you are all unfit 
to carry on the administration of this country of ours. Resign, resign’’. 
Our Ministers, shameless as they are, have had the temerity to come forward 
and ban a statement issued by our distinguished leaders to cover their 
misdeeds. This Government should not be allowed to do such a thing for 
the simiile reason that they claim to repre.sent the people of the province. 
Mr. Siddiqi talked about Bengal and Muslims, and he was ably replied to by 
our Mayor. Yesterday’s vote showed that this Government could carry on 
only with the help of white people who have no interest other than their own, 
in this country. Therefore, 1 should say, that the sooner this Government 
is removed the better it will be for all concerned. 

Dr, SYAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, there 
is no one in this House or outside who will dispute the proi>osition that the 
confidence of the people must be restored if the food situation is to be 
properly tackled in this province. But, Sir. confidence (‘annot and will not 
be restored -by the pursuit of the gangster method.s to which Government 
boa already taken recourse. The statemeut which has been banned has been 
rend out to the House by Mr. Kiran Sankar Roy. 

Now, Sir, I wish some one on behalf of Government w^ould have got up 
and pointed out which exactly was the passage or was the sentiment which 
was objected to by Government. Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddiqi, usually bo 
powerful and vigorous, spoke like a tame lamb today. As a publicist and 
editor he knows, and none knows better than he. that what has been done is 
^monstrous and without justification. Of coui'se, a lucky man such as 
Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddiqi is, his speeches are not only rejmrted in news- 
pai>ers but also printed ami circulated at the cost of the poor tax-payers of 
BengiU and sent throughout India for the benefit of the firm of Ispahanis by 
Government itself. However, that is neither here nor there. 

Now, Sir, what are the particular points which have been emphasised 
in the statements In the first place it has been stated that Mr. Hutchings 
who came here did not take the trouble of making any contact with non- 
official public opinion. He came, he just visited some centres and went back 
to Delhi and said that everything was all right. Is that something which 
h prohibited under the Defence of India Rules? Is that something whiohi 
if criticixedi must be banned by a rigorous order passed by the Homo 
Department of .the Government? What was the second statement? The 
•eeond statement is that last year undue complacency pracHcallj covered the 
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Bengml hori«on m far as the official actions were concerned and the blunder 
must not be repeated this year also’. It is stated that there was only this 
sentence that there has been a bumper crop this year but already reports of 
rise in prices and scarcity of rice and paddy are daily pouring in from 
different parts of Bengal, especially from Oomilla, Dacca and rhitiagoug. 
Now, is that the statement to which objection is taken by Government P Is 
that a statement which, according to Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddiqi. is not 
only not correct but wild and false P If it was so, then I could have under** 
stood Government allowing the publication of this statement but simultane- 
ously issuing a communique that the facts were otherwise; that actually 
there has not been any rise in the price of rice or other foodgrains in those 
particular areas. 

Now, Sir, very briefly, 1 can remind tlie House ofc the position as it 
stands today in this proviiu’e. Mr. Suhrawardy speaking on l?7tb January, 
1944. aiinoiiiH’ed tt> a Press eonfereiice his main polic\ regarding procure- 
ment and distribution. There he stated tliese words - “We con.sider that the 
prevailing price of foodgrains is .still very high, much higher than the 
majority of the people can afford: the price of foodgrains has outpussed the 
rise in price of other coininodities. It will, therefore, he our endeavour to 
bring down the price ot foodgrains to the same level which would be not 
unfair t(» the producer and whieh wouhl he not unfair t(» the consumer as 
w^ell. We have, therefore, to eoritrol prices effe<‘tivel\ , ia take jinti-hoarding 
measures, to secure e(iuitahle distribution and to k(‘ep the markets constantly 
supplied with foodgrains. ” Tliat wa.s the policy of the Government 
announced on the !27th January. 19-14. 7'he tlovernment of India had some 
difference with the (iovernment ot Bengal with regard to tlie procurennoit 
policy but ultimately the (iovernment of India accepted the scheme 
propounded by the (iovernment of Bengal and — mark tlie words which were 
uttt*red h\ the Food Member in New Delhi — he said that on the urgent 
representation of the tiovernment of Bengal the (iovernment of India 
decided not to override the decision of the Provincial Government on this 
point for which opinion the Bengal (iovernment must ac«ept full respon- 
sibility We liuve heard a lot about political propaganda : we have heard 
a lot that whatever we say is actuated by political motives: IMiillip SoIhjf 
became Phillip Drunk and then was lransforme(l into Phillip the Traitor 
and he spoke yesterday in the garb of the Finance Minister that there is a 
constant attempt on the part of the OpfKjsition leaders to state falsely that 
there would he a famine again. We have never said that there is bound 
to be a famine, but we have said that conditions are so serious that unless 
you take proper ste}>.s immediately there may be a disaster and it will then 
be the entire responsibility of the Government of Bengal. 

Now, Sir, leave aside statistics collected by private agents. On the 27th 
January, a .statement was made by Mr. Suhrawardy that the price of rice 
iras Ter>^ Jiigh and that he was making an attempt every day to bring down 
the price level. Sir, I have got here analysed the statistics published in the 
Calcutta Gazette, not an official organ of the Opposition, from the 27th. 
January till last Thursday, If you analyse the ^gures for 87 districts and 
subdivisions, you will find here that in 46 districts and subdivisions the price 
iiae remained etemdy. The price, already high in the opinion of 
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Mr. Suhrawardy himself, has not made any change whatsoever in 46 districts 
and subdivisions in Bengal during the last two weeks and in 23 districts and 
subdivisions it definitely shows a tendency towards rise. That is a fact — a 
fact disclosed by official bulletins. 

Now, only tw'o days ag<» an appeal was issued by the Ramkrishna 
Mission, not a political organisation, asking for funds for carrying on relief 
operations. Kxactly what we have said in our statement has been stated in 
the statement issued by the Ramkrishna Mission w'hich has been allowed to 
be published in Bengal, namely, that prices are rising and destitutes are 
pouring into towns, and everything indicates that unless things are 
properly tarkled there may be another caluinity. Only a week ago we 
received a frantic appeal for help from (.^hiltagong where we are carrying on 
relief ojierations: Tliere the price of rice came df)wn to Rs. 18 in December 
but during the last six weeks the jn-ice lias risen a great deal and the 
present rate is Rs. 2(i. We have no stock of rice in our jHissession in 
(’hittagong. We itsked the IMstrict Magistrate of ('hitlagoiig to give us a 
loan of 3,(M)6 mauiids of rice so that the relief centre'^ might be served by 
us. But, Sir, this is the reply that we have got from the District Magistrate 
of C^liittagong wdio is not in the emi>loy of the* OpiKisitioii liere : “Your 
letter No. so and so, dated the 4th February, asking for a loan oi 3, ()()(> 
xmiunds of rice for relief. Wc an* trying to ronserve stocks for the next 
bud period. No loan can be allowed b\ un at jireseiit.” And here we are 
tobi w’hatevei we are saying is actuated b\ political motives. Here sit in 
office honourable gentlcmeu who supjKirted b\ the Kur()|a*an bloe raised 
the cry last year against the Ministry ot 1943 that the j>nce oi rice was 
Rs. 13 or Hs. 14 f)(*r maund and the suffering of the people was iiulh^arable ; 
and wh<*n we are pointing out facts which iiidi(*ate in HM4 that the current 
price of rice is causing dee[> anxiety, we are told* that we are trying to make 
a [Hditicul capital of the jireseut situation. 

The lust |M)int referred to in the statement is that there are large sei tions 
of peofvle in the province who have no confidence in the ])reseiit Ministry. 
That is a fact. What is the use of your trying to gag public ojuuioii when 
public opinion wants to assert itself and say that there are sections of people 
who have no rnnfidence in the jiresent Ministry? You have a jiarty Ministry 
in office. That fiarty Ministry is currving on its activities in a manner 
which has no conc*ern with the welfare of the people, and if we point out 
these three salient facts in the statement, namely, that Mr. Hutc'hings 
came and expressed an opinion without (consulting, without coming into 
touch witli noii-offieial public opinion, that there is a definite indi(‘ation 
of riNC of price in foodgruins in different part-^ of the province, and lastly 
that a Ministry which curries on its ai*tivitieH ac'tuated by party eonsidera- 
lion can never be able to restore confidence in the minds of the people, 
W’bat is there that you want to bun in the manner in which you have 
done? Sir, I would ask Government to remember this, that if Govern* 
iiient wants to shut out legitimate criticism of its food jxdicy it will never 
be able to control the situation at all. If the Government’s opinion is 
that what we have said Infringes the provisions of the Defence of India 
Rules it is open to the Government to prosecute the writers of • the state- 
ment or those wbo may publish those statements, but to use these methods 
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wlii^k are similar to the methods which are advertised to be the Japanese 
methods in the newspapers day in and day out is not certainly the way 
10 restore public confidence. 

Sir, I would warn the (tovernment that it is following a course ^of 
action whhh will defeat the object which (jovermnent has in view. If 
you want that public* coiitideiice should be restored, the easiest and tho 
best thin^r for you is to see that prices do come down in different parts of 
the province as quickly as possible. It is no use your tryinj? to stifle 
public oppo.sition. It is no use your trviiijj to shut out public* criticism 
by policies and uc‘ts which wc honestly feel will not Ih* conducive to 
popular interest. If >011 do so >ou will drive the movement underjyround. 
and what will he the result ? Mr. Iladruddoja read out some prophetic 
word which were uttered h\ Mr. Ispahani sitting here in the opposition last 
year I'hat was wiien nec* was selling at Hs. Id 1.) pc‘r maund, and after 
thi> terrible experience in Henjral in 15)4d wln‘n tacts indicate that 
(iovcMinocnl is hun^din^. tiiat there is MOiictliiiijf rotten in the adminis- 
tration ^^hich n akes it ir.i]>o'^sibh* for the (tovtoaiincnt to lousc* tin* confidence 
of the people, u)u want to cxerc'i^c vour iiiajoritN vote and say that every- 
thin;,'- is a’’ li^rht and \oti will not allow puhlic ot>iiiinn tc» expic*SH itself in 
aii\ wa\ V hatsoc'ver, I a]»pe.-d. Sir. <»nce ap^ain to ( io\ eminent to chanpo 
its meihi.tl ainl t<» chan^Tc it** jwilic \ . 

There was no attenijn on tin* ])art «»t tin* Home Minister to c*onie into 

touch with tlicHe wlio wrote the stateinenl. I could ha\c* understood I he 

hoftd fiiic'i ol the Honn* Mini'*ter it In* ln-‘ld a consultation with the leaders 

ot the ditlcrcnt parties who arc si^rnatoiic's to that statement, if he said 

“voii arc issuinjx a st<iteiin*nt ; ln*ie arc our tacts and the fu(*ts are c*iitirel.\ 
contiar> to wliat ,\ou arc* statin;,' and >ou should not allow* tin* statement 
to he puhlishc'd. or it \ou do sc» we shall issue a <-ont radic*tioii as well”, 
hut if you do want to foIlc»w the much advertised Nazi methiMls and the 
methods of which you say the Japanese are ;ruilty, then say so oiK*nly and 
put an end to hyjMicrisy. The sooner we know that the jMi.sition now is that 
])flhlic opiniem has to 1 m* ;?ii;r; 7 ed even tlnni^rh millions inav suffer nr die of 
starvatiem and misery, the better If \ou think that you can escape in 
this manner >cni will he living in that jniradise which is known to 
the Fc»ols’ l^aradise. 

Mr. DAVID HENDRY: Mr. Deputy Spcakc*r. Sir, 1 had no intentiem 
of takin^r an.\ part in this debate but surprise lias been exiires.sed at tbe 
attitude wbicli we have taken up in supporting the sim^-estion that thi*^ 
mutter should not he* discussed before the House and that if it were, the 
press shcculd be asked to withdraw. It has been saicl that it is very 
surprisin;? indeed that such a su;r;re-*tioii should come from this party which 
holds the freedom of the j>ress tti very hijfh estimation. Indeed we do, .Sir, 
but in (Ireat Hritain where the treedinn of the press is held in estimatimi 
as hi;fh as in any <»ther part of the world the policy at the present time 
for food news w'hich is re^^arded as hot news to be kept firmly under c*ontrol 
and there is no country in the w’<»rld where the fcwul c‘c»utrcd |iolicy has beon 
more suc’cessful and more effeetive in ever\ * braiwh of its administration 
iban in Great Britain. There in no country in the world where fo<id newa 
is more strictly controlled for official food news control is an essentia! pari 
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of official food control. (Dr. Syamaprasab MooK£&ns£: And equally 
bungled aft here?) That bungling here for which Dr. Mookerjee continues 
to express a great deal of affection would be definitely assisted by the mis- 
interpretation which is put upon many of the situations which arise in this 
country. Sir, the only point I wish to make is this, that the freedom of 
the press is by no means frustrated by the control of the food news which 
is published in this country. (Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri; Suppres- 
sion of food news?) Not suppression of food news, but strict control of 
food news. 

There ift one other point which has been made, and which I should like 
to answer now. We have been from time to time accused of turning the 
last Ministry out because it was unable to bring the price of rice or food- 
grains in general down. We made our opposition perfectly clear last year, 
Sir, and 1 fthould like to re-affirm it now that when we assisted to turn the 
last Ministry out, we voted against them -because we maintained, and 
rightly so I think, that they had not applied their minds to the crisis which 
was then approaching and they had done nothing whatsoever to take steps 
to prevent the famine which ultimately descended upon us. That was the 
sole reason why we voted against them. Up to that time we supported 
them and supported them fully but when we saw no intention whatsoever 
of their applying their minds and applying their abilities to controlling 
the situation we went against them. This Ministry per contra has applied 
its mind to the problems and crisis w'ith great diligence and has improved 
the situation. That is the only point 1 wish to make in that connection and 
while the present Ministry continues to do its best conscientiously it will 
continue to receive our support. 

Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8:' Mr. Chairman, the adjournment 
motion has been moved by the Leader of the Congress Party^ Mr. Kiran 
Sankar R(»y, im the ground that the Government has tried to stifie public 
opinion by banning the j)ublication of the statement made by the different 
leaders of the Opposition, and he has tried to stand on the ground that by 
banning the statement the Government has denied the right of expression 
of opinion and the Government has tried to show that they cannot tolerate 
any difference with the Government. Nobody will deny the fact, Sir, that 
everylmdy has the right to express his opinion, but at the same time it has 
to 'be seen whether the o]nnion which is going to be expressed is hoim fide 
or not, whether the right which is going to be exercised is really the right 
or is going to be an abuse of the right. 

Sir, the Government has tried to do this thing on the ground that the 
publication (»f the statement will create a panicky situation in the country. 
The publication of the statement is nothing but an attempt on the part of 
the Opiwsition leaders to create panic in the minds of the people and in 
this way to make a political capital. 

Sir, Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee who is all along reputed to carry on 
propaganda to incite the feelings against the present Government, he is all 
•long publishiug the statement that the only solution for this is an all- 
parties Gkivernment. It is an attempt on his part to come into the Cabinet 
which he had been compelled to leaye. 
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Now, Sir, I have already said that everybody has got a right to expresa 
bis opioiop and, at the same time, whether it is really freedom of expression 
or it is a licence has to be seen first of all. By publishing that statement, 
an attempt was made to (‘reate a situation which would help to bring about 
a crisis in the country. Sir, it is a well known fact that Government is 
doing its best to solve the food situation, and the last famine on w’hioh 
stress has l>eeu laid b\ the Opposition is really the creation of the (lovern- 
ment which went out of power. Sir, 1 did not like to mention that fact. 
It was really the commencement from the time when you, Sir (addressing 
Mr. Fazlui Hui] who was in the (’hair), as the Premier of this provinca 
made that significant statement at the Delhi (Conference about BengaPa 
food situation. After that. Sir, yon }iavexpla\ed i]\iestionable games when 
your Government took jiart in distributing favours by way of distributing 
controlled shops. It is your Government. Sir, which was responsible for 
really bungling the affair. It is your (tovernment, Sir, which was respon- 
sible for encouraging people like Kali Babu. In (his way, Sir, llo' situation 
created and tor that bungling of the affair the last Government had to walk 
out and the present (foveriiment came into oftiie. The present Govern- 
ment is doing its level best to cope with the situation, but unfortunately 
for the country gentlemen like Dr. S\amapruHud Mookerji and his other 
friends were ulaa>s tr>ing to create a situation whiih could not be 
managed. It was iheii political gano' and they played the political game 
with a view to regain power hut reulK it was an attempt with the lives of 
milli<ms ot the jieojile. The l^eader <d the Krishak l*roja party 
Mr. Shum^lld(^in has said that 4<l lakhs of people have lost their lives. 
Forty lakhs dt p(‘o])le died ef starvation. It is a very regrettable thing, 
but who is resjamsihle t(»r this. I again maintaiti, Sir, that it is the 
bungling ot the situation by tin* past (ioverument which is rejiily respon- 
sible for thi.s. It is their misdoings and misdeeds which ar»‘ really respon- 
sible for creating a situation like thi.H. 

1 again say that the irresponsibility of (he Opposition has been seen in 
many things. I hope the House will remember that when this (loveru- 
ment tried to bring (he .situation, .so far as the destitutes and h(*ggarH are 
concerned, under control and provided them with shelters, the cry waft 
raised by the Leaders of tin* Opp. •sitioii including you. Sir, that Govern- 
ment was mi.shandling the matter. It wu.s a piditieal game. It was a 
game which was played by you and other members of the Opposition. (At 
this stage the member reached the time-limit.) 

(At thi.s .stage the Hou.se was adjourned for lo minutes.) 


(After adjourn went.) 


Tkie Hon*bie Kliwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, 1 have iiatened very 
carefully to the .sjieeches that have been delivered today and the impresiiion 
that ift'ereated in' my mind i» one of .surprise and this again has l>een 
caused on account of two things. First the general impression or ignoranca 
about the effect of the statement that had been made and proposed to be 
mode with regard to the food situation, and secondly, about the policy of 
Qovemment with regard to the right of freedom of speech and freedom of 
action. 1 would, Sir, deal with these two points later on. At the outset 
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2 want to make it quite clear that Government have passed no orders, but 
at a Press conference we gave an indication of our policy to the Press and 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank the Press for the co-operation 
we have received from them in this matter. As far as this particular 
subject-matter of the udj<MiriinieTit motion is concerned, here again the 
Press asked for our advice and we advised them not to do it. There was 
no definite order on tins matter. Therefore as we have given no definite 
order, if any statement is published by the Press in a quite /jorta fide 
manner, I do not think (>(»vernment ean be accused for allowing a state- 
ment of that kind to be published, as has been stated by Dr. Syainaprasad 
Mookerjee with regard to the appeal of Hamkrishna Mission. I may say 
this that we have made it clear to the Press that as far as attack on 
Governtnent and its policy is concerned, lhe> have tull liberty to criticise 
the Minis^r^ as such and they liave got full liberty to say what they like 
about the Ministry. 1’he only exception is made with regard to one item 
and that is tin* foo<l ]»oli( y of the present (fovernment (Pries of “oh, oh” 
from the ( l])fiosition benches). The uhole field rd (iov(*rnment administra- 
tion is open to your criticism and your attack and the Ihess have taken 
advantage of it and have attacketl us menilessly (A voi(‘e: And deseivedly) 
and undeservedly and never have we taken any action against them. Hut as 
regards (he quest i(»n (d food it is abs(dutel\ on a dillereni plane. Here it 
is not the Ministry that is going to be iniure»l h\ (hi*., hut it is the teeming 
millions (jf Heiigal (('ties id “(di, <dr' from the ( ttijm^it ion benches), whose 
lives are going to he saerifieed indirt‘etl\ in making this Ministn the base 
of your attack. 

Dr. SY AM APR ASAD MOOKERJEE: As >011 served them last year. 

Th# Hon’bid KhwHja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: As tar as that is concerned, 
both Mr. H(*ndr\ and Mr. Abdur Huliman Sijldiqi havt>, I think, very 
pertinently pidnted out who is res])(uisible and what happened last year. 

Sir, as I said before, the surprise is that (d all jieisons Dr. Syainaprasad 
Mookerjee should be the one man who should accuse this (Tovernment of 
gagging and of adopting gangster methods. He forgets that my policy 
has always bi^en to give him the greatest latitude in attacking and abusing 
tlie Oovernmeiit throughout Htuigal and outside, and in spite id the fact 
of my being advised that I shimbl take action against liini. 1 have alwaws 
refrained from using the Defence ot India Act against one who is my 
political opponent and who is tr\ing to attack me as far as my action in the 
Ministry is coni‘erned. I maintain and I have always maintained that this 
Minis! i\ shall not abu.se the Defence of India Act and Pules us has been 
abused by the previous Ministry. I appeal to tlie memWrs to give me a 
patient hearing beiuiuse this is a vital <|Ui*stioii affecting the people of this 
province. It is quite possible that the leaders of the Opposition and the 
gentlemen who have spoken and those who have been signatories to the 
atutemeut honestly and coiukdentiously may have thought that their state- 
ments and their speeches are absolutely innocent, that they are merely 
pointing out what they apprehend as likely to happen and that they are 
merely trying to draw the attention of Government to a serious situation 
that may arise. \\,e are prepared to concede that that is what they perhaps 
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hourly believe but what thene gentlemen forget and what I cnnnot under- 
stand is unless it be that they are all the time in Calcutta and do not know 
what happens in the mufassil and how the cultivators and the agricul- 
turists are affected by their statements from time to time. Sir. I have 
xecjently been touring in the mufassil and I have been in contact with not 
only the Muslim supporters of this Government but non-Muslims of all 
shades of opinion. 1 may vsay here what my exjierience bus been — and it 
is also the experience of in\ colleague, the HoiCble Mr. Suhniwurdy, who 
has been doing extensive touring recently — that wherever we have gone 
in Bengal we have found the utmost co-operation and support from all 
sections of the people of this province and it has stnick me most forcibly 
that in spite of the agitation and propaganda from ('alcutta by a certain 
section of politically-minded people, the general musses belonging to all 
communities, Hindus, Si'heduled Castes, and Muslims, are most anxious 
to give their co-operation and supjmrt to the present Ministry. And they 
desire us to help them in solving thi.^ ver\ diHietilt probltoii. 1 may say that 
on all our food committees we have representatives i>f all political organisa- 
tions and of all communities. Addresses have been presented to us not only 
by the Muslim I^eague Party but h> Hindus and Mussalmuus in almost all 
the places we have visited. [Mr. SKN-nJ-sii Krxuit H.\sv : Then why are 
you afraid of that statement !"i Let me come hack t«) this. I may tidl you 
how the reaction has been on the minds of tbc cultivators b\ the spread of 
8fateiiH*nts of a likc]iho(»d of another famine next yea? and of the rise in 
prices. In Magura the price ol rice was prevailing between Id or 14 
and then when the lumoui began to spi‘ea<i that a large numWr of gunny 
bags had arrived and that (iovernineiit uei'e going to purchase, imme- 
<liat(dy the price of rice went up to Its. 10 and Its. IS. t Dr. Audi I. Motai.kB 
Malik; Who spread that rumour)' i I ha\e l>een told on ii reliable authority 
that the reinirts publisheil by the “News (’hronicle’* of I^ondon hud the inoat 
disastrous effect* in Bengal as tar as prices are concerned. iDr. Stama- 
1 ‘RASAi) M(K>KEHJrEJ: : Gn the cultivators?) Yes, because that was broad- 
cast. Immediately the dealers and agriculturists stop])ed bringing the rice 
and pad(l> into the markets and hntit. I do not like ti» impress upon the 
memliers ot the H<»use that we are going through a very serious situation 
— not merel> with regard the food pnddem but there aei* hundred and 

one problems that we have lieen faced with on amount tif the situation 

that is not abs(dutely the work of Goveininent — anil that we are almost in 
the war jsoiie. Sir, a.s things are. I want the memhei's nt the Opposition to 
realise that not merely the (jiiestion of fooil but tlie pidito al future of India 
rests on how we, Indians, ran tackle a situation like the present one 
auccessfully , anil 1 must state here that the situation with which we are 
faced, the difficulties with which we are faced at the firesent time will 
prove a difficult problem to any Government ol am country if they were 
placed in a similar situation facing a similui problem. I think that this 
is not the time when members of the Opjyisition should make statenieiit« 
a.s has been made by one gentleman today — rice has disappeared, pri<!ea 
are mounting, etc. They look very innocent. (Rai Harkndra Nath 

CHAUDHrHi: They are all facts.) The general effect on our cultivators in 

that he thinks that if he can only withhold the «to<*k from the market he 
will get a better price. Sir, these gentlemen of the Opposition do not 
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realise that the Government of India in their food policy for the whole of 
India have laid down one essential condition, namely, procurement of food 
by Government and the gentlemen opposite are absolutely against that 
p(»li(-y. They are doing propaganda amongst the cultivators and asking 
them not to sell their rice to Government. This is the position they have 
taken up, whereas the whole scheme is based on prmmrement and successful 
procurement by Government, The members of the Opposition claim the 
right to go and tell the cultivator “No, you must not sell to the Govern- 
ment (Hai HAHKNiiiiA Nath Chavdhvhi : “No, no’’). I am surprised that 
the members here say “no*’. (Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri; It is a 
malicious Htaiement.) In view of what has been said by the members of 
the Opposition ye.sterday about the voting we would like to have the 
decision of the House on this adjournment motion. 

The motion of Mr. Kiran Sankar Roy that this Assembly do now 
adjourn to discuss a definite matter of urgent public importance and of 
recent occurrence, namely, the banning by the Government of Bengal of 
the publication in the Press of the joint statement issued by the Leaders 
of the parties in the Opposition in the Bengal Legislative Assembly 
criticising the observations of the Food Secretary, Government of India, 
on the food situation in Bengal, as published recently in the local 
newspapers, was then put and a division taken with the following result: — 


AVEi-7t. 


AMiil N«ti, Hr. Mia. 

AMal Na«M Mail, Maalvl. 

AMat Katfar, Mr. (aUaa Lai Mtak). 

AMal MaJM, (Mraiaatlafa^ 

Aiial Wahai, Maahri. 

AMar Ranak, Maalvi. 

Ahiaaa Kkaa, Mr. Ifti. 

AMnacMIa Aliaia< Mr. 

Aikar All, Maalvl. 
l a W a iii l a, Mr. Iftk. 
iaaarjaa, Mr. Praaiatka Nalk. 
aaatrll, Mr. P. 
iarat AH, Mr. M. 

•araia, Mr. Fataajn. 
taraiaa, Mr. Natk. 

■aaa, Mr. laalaMi Kaaiar. 
tkawailk. Or. OaMaat fkaakra. 

•towai, Mr. larMiira NMk, 

Okatlaaaikray. Mr. Narlpaia. 

Okaaikarl, RaJ Martaira RaHi. 

Oat. iaka RaikaaBlk. 

Oai Rapta, Or. 4. M. 

Oat Rapla, irijat Raraaira Ratk. 

OaMa, Mr. OMraaira Ratk. 

OaM. Mr. Mar«i«ra Ratk. 

OaMa, Mr. tokaaMr. 

OaMa Rapla. MIm MRa. 

Mkar, Mr. UpaaPnaalk. 
rakM Maa. Mr. A. R. 

RRaia Mr. Alai KiltlHia. 

OtaiaRila AkaiaA Mr. 

m a a i Rakkaal AkaaiaMP, MaaN L 

Mafia, |0, 4ataMi tkaaira. 

RpaiaMRi AkaMi tlMaakary, AlkaiJ. 
MRMIatkk, MavMi RMiaiar K.. M Oaaaa. 
Mum am fk aaMkar y , Mr. Ipai. 

WaakiM AH Kkaa, Rkaa Rakatar MaaML 
MMl Akpai Mlt. MaalvL 
J MMa iMa Maakaaip, Mr. tpaA. 

AaMO AM Hklaartar, MaaM. 


Kkaa Mr. OMtaPra LaH. 

Raaia, Mr. MMiHlia Malli. 

Ukin. Raka AikatMk. 

MaJL Mr. AiwaHa Kaiaar. 

Ma)aai<af, Mr*. Maaiaprava. 

MaaPal, Mr. RlrM Okaaira. 

Maakal MaMta, Mr. 

Maakar)#*, Dr. Syaaiapraaii. 

Makaaiaiai Altai, Kkaa Rakaiar Maalvl Ipai. 
Mvkaaiaiai lalalaiaa, Kkaa Mkkaiar MaalvL 
MakarIL Mr. Dkiraaira Marayaa. 

Makkar)!, Or. Iktral Okaaira. 

MaRiak. Irilat Aakataak. 

Matlafa All Dawaa, Maalvl. 

Raakar, Mr. Naai Okaaira. 

Faal, Mr Hart laakar. 
faiiar, Mr. Aaai Ma l. 

Rakaiaa, Kkaa Rakaiar A. M. L. 

Raatiiaiila AkaMi, Mr. 

Ray. Mr. Rkara Okaaira. 

Ray, Mr. KaaalkrlakBa. 

Ray. Mr. Klraa laakar. 

Ray, Mr. Maaaaalka Ratk. 

Ray. Mr. f attraai. 

•aaaaltaii. Or. 
laayal. Or. MaHaakaRa. 
laayaL Mr. laaaaka lakkar. 

•aa, Mr. AM Okaaira. 

laa. itfiaa Okaaira. Ral R akai ar . 

laa Ra p l a , Mrt. HaMa. 

IkaaMaiiNi Akaiai. Mr. 

MaaiiaiMa AkaMi K k aa ikir , Mr. 

Maka, inial MaataRra Rkaaaa. 
tar. Mr. Naraaira KaMr. 

Tkakar. Mr. fraaMRka Raa|aa. 
laM Akawi RRaaikarf . MaaM ttalL 
WaMar RakaMi, MfalvL 
VaaaRI Mina. 
la aiaa, Or. A. M. A. 
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AfeM Mm MHlMia M. 

MM Ml. Mr. Mm. 

MM «M«, MmM (MyMttefft)* 

MM HMta VikraMparl. muM Mi. 

MM NimM, Mr. A. H. 

AfeM Kafl«, Mr. 

AMat UW Mivn. HmM. 

AMiri MHMti MaHk, Dr. 

AiM WMiak KhM. Khw MkMir. 

AaMto Al MtliMMi, Mr. 

AM«r R«Iim«n. KhM Bahaiar A. F. H. 

AMar Raiaiaa tiMa>. Mr. 

AMar BaMaM Makaiaai. Mr. 

ABiar RaMiM, Maahri Mi. 

AMar Baal. KBaa BaBaiar Maahri I. (NavraB). 
ABM BBaBaai, Maalvl Mi. 

ABal Fan. Mr. Mi. 

Mai Maiai. Kvi. 

Mai Qaama. Maahri. 

Maiai AH MrliBa. Maahri. 

ABaMi Naaaia, Mr. 

Alfaiaiiia ABaiai. KBaa BaBaiar Maahri. 

AM AH Mia, Maaivi Mi. 

Baraia, taa Haa*Bla Mr. FraaiBarl. 

Baraiaa, BaBa tByaaia Fratai. 

Btovaa, BaBa UkaBaii Barayaa. 

Btsaraa, Mr. BatIB Lai. 

BBaBraBarty, BaBa Baraaira Barayaa. 
BBIpfaaiala, Mr. J. W. 
eiarlL. Mr. I. A. 

Oaa, Bai UBM Aaakal iBaaira. 

DaL Bal BaBIB KIrH BBataa. 

Daa, Mr. Maanakaa. 

Daia, BaBa DaBaaira BalB. 

Faraai Bata OBaariBary, Mr. M. 

FarBat Baaa KBiaaai, Bafaai. 

Fatlal Qaailr. Kkaa BaBaiar Maahri. 

Failar Bakaiaa, Mr. (Oaaaa>. 

Faariar Bakaiaa. Mr. (My ai aaah u B). 

BlaMlai. Mr. D.. O.I.E. 

Baaiaa, Mr. B. A. 

Baavaari. tka Maa’Bla Mr. Tala! Okaaira. 

Bapta. Mr. 4. B. 

Battalia OBaaikarl. Maalvl. 

Naaiiiaiiia Akaiai, Kkaa iaklB. 

NaariMaa. Mr. K. A. 

Maalaa MaraBai, Mra., M.B.t. 

NaMauMy iaaiaiar, KBaa BaklB Maahri. 
M ay a n a i , Mr. Bagara. 

Naairy, Mr. DavM. 


ta t aBa ai, Mr. M. A. H., MJkl. 

JMB Biiila Maiai. tBa iiaa*Bla KBaa BaBaBar MbbIvI 
Ja Ma i aiMa ABaMi. Kkaa BaBaiar Maahri, 

KaBIraiila Kkaa. Kkaa BaBaiar MaalvI. 

Kaatai AH Mina. ia kl B t ai a Kawaa iaB Byai, 

Kaawr, Mr. Ahri BBaaira. 

LaltB. Mr.iaBa. 

M iBratar, Mr. B. B. 

Mairaiiia ABaMi, Kkaa laBM MaalvI (TIpfifa). 
Maaial. Mr. AaKlIa Lai. 

Maaial, Mr. Baaka Bakarl. 

Maaial. Mr. iacA< BBaaira. 

MaaiaL tka Naa'Bla Mr. iHMi^ MalB. 

Maaial, Mr. Krttkaa Fratai. 

MaalraiMa Akkaai, MaalvI. 

MaaaaiaMi AH. Kkaa BaBaiar. 

Mavltai AH MaHak, Maahri M. 

Makaaiaiai ABial MaUai MaBa. Mr. 

Makaaiaiai lakapaa, Maahri. 

Makaaiaiai laraH, Maahri. 

MakaaiaMi Miilaaa, Kkaa BaBaiar Dr. Byai. 
Makarjaa, IBa Haa'Bla Mr. Tarakaatk, M.B.B. 

MaWak, Mr. Makaaia Bakary. 

Mamak, tka Haa'Bla Mr. Falla Bakary. 

Maakarraff Maaiala, tka Maa'kia BaariB, Kkaa BaBaiar 
RaiaraHak, Hawaktaia K. 

Railaiaiila, tka Naa'Bla Kkwaja Mr, K4.I.B. 
NaaraMla, Mr. K. 

Fata, tka Naa'Bla Mr. Baraia Fraaaaaa. 

Raiaar Bakaiaa Kkaa, Mr. 

Bay, Mr. Dkaaaalay. 

BaiaraiMa ABaMi, Mr. 

•airaiila ABaMi, Na|l. 

•aBaBa>Alaai. Mr. Byai. 

Barkar, BaBa. Maikaaaiaa. 

Barajal INaai, Mr. 

BkakaiaU, Mr. 

Magka, BaBa Kvkalra Balk. 

Mriar. BaBa Utta Maaia. 

BkIpwBB. Mr. W. B. 

Btark, Mr. A. F. 

Bakrawariy, tka Naa'Ma Mr. N. B. 

Taariiaiila Kkaa, tka Naa'Bla Mr. 

Tkariaaa, Mr. B. M. 

Walkar, Mr. 4. R. 

WaikM, Mr. W. A. M., B.B.l. 

WBNakaai, Mr. B. B. 

Wariawartk. Mr. W. B.I.B. 

Vaiaf AH Bkaaikary. Mr. 


The Ayes being 79 and the Noes 99, the motion was lost. 

Adjoumment 

The House was then adjourned at 7-25 p.m. till 4-45 p.m. on Friday, 
the drd March 1944, at the Assembly House. Calcutta. 
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Froceediofs of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 
the provisions d the Government of India Aet> 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Fritlay, tlM 
5rd March, 1944, at 4-45 p.m. 


Premit: 

Mr.* Speaker (the Hon’ble Mr. Syed Nattsher Ali) in the Chair, 
12 Hon’ble Ministers anti 175 members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral anawen were given) 

PuMio women in Bengal. 

M4B. Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT MAZUMDAR: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Dejiartment lie pleased to state — 

(i) the number of registered public women in Bengal on the 31at 
August, 1939, — 

(1) in Calcutta and suburbs, and 

(2) in the rest of the Province, 
giving the numlier for each district ; and 

(it) the present numlier up to the latest available date, showing the 
increase or decrease in eatdi district!^ 

% 

(b) If the numl>er is on the increase, will life Hon’ble Minister he pleasofl 
to state what are the causes contributing to such increases? 

(r.) Will the Hon’ble Minister l)e pleased to state whether any rtoords 
are kept of the birth of children of su<*h women? 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the allinnative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state — 

(i) what is the number of such child-births for the last five years from 
1939 to 1943, up to date — 

(1) in Calcutta and suburbs, and 

(2) in the rest of the Province 
for each district; and 

(it) what arrangements, if any, Government have got for the salvage, 
education and employment of such children ? 

MINItTER ill ohargg gf th# HOME DEPARTMENT (tha Hoii*lila 
Khwgja Sir Naiimtiiliiiii) : (a) (i) Nil. 

(u), (b), (c) and (li) Do not arise. 

•). NARENDRA NATH OAS CUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state 

Pitot it Oriar. 

Mailtoi MD. iSRAILS On a point of order, Sir. May I know whether 
these cloths (pointing to Dr. Nalinaksha SanyaPs table) can be allowed to 
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be placed in th« Assembly Chamber? I do not think thew it any such 
proviaion in the rules. 

Df, NALINAK$HA SANYALs Sir, may I be permitted to explain tb^i 
position ? 

Mnulvi 'WD. iSRAILs Sir, I hare not yet finiahed my aubmiaaion. 1 
want to know whether there is any provision in the rules for bringing clotha 
or other things in this chamber. Dr. Sanyal has brought cloths today, and 
he may bring other things, a hundred other things, tomorrow in the 
chamber when it will be made a bazar. 8o, I seek the protection of the 
Chair to keep the dignity of the Assembly Chamber so that these things may 
not be brought here either for exhibition or for other purposes. I want 
your ruling. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYALs On a point of personal explanation, 
Sir. I have brought in these three thans of cloth printed by the Ralli 
Brothers. They were being black-marketed at high prices in the Burrabasar 
area with the mark of the Provincial Textile Controller and these have been 
marked with back dates. Sir, I gave you notice of an adjournment motion 
in this connection. 


Mr. ABDULLA«AL MAHMOODs Sir, will you please ask him to 
remove these thing.s? 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is not desirable that any matter or anything w'hich 
has got no relation wbat.N(>+*ver nt the subject-matter before the House 
.should be brought in. I do not know for what jturpose Dr. Sanyal hae 
brought in the.se cloths. He wanted my con.sout for an adjournment 
motion. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, these are materials in that 
connection to convince the House. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 have refused consent and I do not know whether be 
has got my order or not. Perhaps in that connection he brought these 
<Dr. N.\LiNAK.sir4 S.wym. : \cs. Sir) and as 1 Lave refused my consent, 
I think these cloths may l>e removed from here. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: They will be removed when I go away. 
These cloths will not be given away to anybody. They will be removed by 
me in due course. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, that leaves open the 
question whether you will allow material exhibits in future. 1 think the 
word of an honourable member in this House ought to be quite sufficient 
without his having to display the exhibits which he might like the House 
to see. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYALs Sometimes we cannot agree and some- 
times even facts are challenged. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, will you kindly place them beneath your 
table? 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, as I have explained, these were* 
materials in eoiuaection with my adjournment motion and I wanted to 
convince the House with them. 

[Dr. Sanyal put the cloths beneath the desk.] 
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Mr. ABDULLA.AL MANMOODS May I know from the honourable 
member whether it is for the purpose of publication in the press that he has 
brought them into the House? « 

Mr. SPiAKER; That question does not arise. 

Mr. SANTOiH KUMAR BASU: May I just now ask with regard to 
the last question put by the Hon'ble Minister of Civil Supplies 'i^hether he 
has put that question out of his nervousness so that rice of inferior quality 
which is being sold in ration shops may not be exhibited in this House? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order please. There should be no discussion on this 
subject. 

Supplementary to Starred Question No. 143. 

SJ. NARENDRA NATH DAE GUPTA: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether public women are registered by Government in 
Bengal ? 

The Hofi’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No. 

•tie of denial paddy in Coalundo aubdivision. 

M44. Mr. AHMED ALI MRIDHA: (a) Will the Hon ble Minister in 
oharge of the GHvil Supplies Department be pleased to state whether any 
stock of denial paddy has been placed in the sulnlivision of Goalundo? 

(b) If SO) will the Hon 'ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) the quantity; and 

(u) the place where it has been so placed ? 

(e) Will the Hon ble Minister be pleased to state whether any order for 
aale of those paddy to the people was made ? 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state — 

(i) of wbat quantity the order for sale was made ; 

(it) the dates when the orders were communicated to the Subdivisional 

Officer; 

(ill) whether the paddy have been sold in full; 

(iv) whether the sale was effected in parts ; and 

(v) if so, the date when the sale of the first as well as the subsequent 

instalments was completed? 

MINISTER in obarga at tha CIVIL SUPPLIES DEPARTMENT (tlia 
MoiPblt Mr. H. S. Suhraurardy): (a) Yes. 

(6) (i) 4,654 maunds and 32 seers. 

<ii) In charge of the Agent at Dunlop Hall, Hajbari. 

(c) Yes. 

(<f) (i) For the whole quantity. 

(iV) 13th November, 1942, and 18th March. 1943. 

,(ni) and (iv) Yes 
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(ii) The date* with quantitiee are giTUi below : — 

Date. Quantity. 



Md. 

sr. 

15-12-42 

... 1,000 

0 

18-12-42 

500 

0 

20-3-43 

300 

0 

23-3-43 

300 

0 

24-3-43 

775 

0 

26-3-43 

625 

0 

27-3-43 

770 

0 

1-4-43 

150 

0 

5-4-43 

90 

0 

7-4-43 

80 

0 

10-4-43 

10 

0 

14-4-43 

54 

32 


Total ... 4,G64 32 


Mr. 8UREN0RA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Miniater be 

pleased to state whether thi.s paddy was sold to the traders or to the 
consumers? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY t S(» fur as I am aware, this 

paddy was sold to the consumers. 

Mr, ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will tho Hon’lde Minister be pleased 
to state at what price this paddy wa# sold and whether the rate was uniform 
all throughout the four monthfP 

Tha Hon'bla Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: This paddy was sold at the 
price at which paddy was ordered to be sold through the controlled shops. 
The price must have changed with the time of sale. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Sir, I want to know the definite rate 
at which it was sold. 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Thai 1 cannot give you. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon ble Minister be pleased 
to state from whom this paddy was requisitioned ? 

The Hon’bla Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: This is the denial paddy. 
Mr. DHIRENORA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state from which district the paddy was requisitioned? 

The Hefl*ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: That is not possible for me 
to say. A stock of the denial paddy was plac€»d in the subdivision of 
Goalundo, but it will be impossible for me to trace its source. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Sir, my question has not been replied. 
The Hon’ble Minister says that it is denial paddy, but the denial area 
cannot be an abstract thing 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order, you need not discuss it. In the last 
answer he has explained the whole thing very clearly. 
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Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state which denial area it was and who was the particular gentleman 
Irom whom this paddy was requisitioned. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Tho Hoil*b1o Mr. H. S. SUHR AWARD Y: Denial paddy was not 
requisitioned paddy. The question does not arise. 

Mr, ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE. Sir, I would draw your attention to 
the form in which the question has been put and to the form in which it 
has been replied. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Have you got any supplementary question to put? 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: My question is from whom it was 
requisitioned. 

Mr. SPEAKER! The Hon’ble Minister has submitted and I agree with 
him that the supplementary question does not arise out of the question as 
framed. 

The Hon’bio Mr. H, 8. SUHRAWARDY. Sir, on this point I may 
state for the information of this House that this denial jiaddy was acquired 
by Government during the time when w’e were not in (►ttice. So far as I am 
aware this denial paddy was not requi.^itioned, it wa> jmrdiased. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon'lde Minister he pleased 
to state what w’ere tlie rates at wdiieh this paddy sold on different dates 
beginning from 15th December, 194t2, and emling on tiie 14th April, 1943? 
Whether all the rates were uniform and controlled rate.'.? 

Mr. SPEAKER. Order, order, he has already given his replies. 
Questions over. 

Enquiry ragtrtfing adjournment motion. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL. Sir, I gave notice of an adjournment 
motion regarding black-marketing of certain cotton piecegoods by Rulli 
Brothers with the stamp of the Provincial Textile Controller. I have not 
received your consent. I would like to know w'hether 1 can repeat that. 
It may be that you have not given your consent, Iwcause today is a nou- 
eihcial day and in that case I crave your indulgence for waiving the urgency. 

The Hon’blo Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY; On a point of order and on 
a point of privilege. I would request you, Sir, not to allow this sort of 
backdoor methwls in oi^der to obtain permission. A statement has been 
made by the honourable member here which he could not have made oi» the 
Soar of the House, because you have refused your consent. Nevertheless 
the honourable member by putting a certain question has tried to put it on 
record. I would request you, Sir, that you will have that statement made 
by the honourable member, which is against all propriety and against the 
privileges of this House, expunged. 

Dfa NALINAKSHA SANYAL: That is an astounding proposal. We 
heard of many, attempts of the present Government to suppress news 
and views, but this is the most astounding proposal of aU. 

Tba Hon’bla Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: If the honourable member 
baa got any charge to make against any drm, I shall be very glad to 
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inv««t5gate it and there is no firm against which I would not take senoue 
steps if the charge were definitely established, but I do object to the 
honourable member’s bandying words like this and casting aspersionf 
against persona. (Dr. Naltnaksha Sanyal : Your European friends.) 
Europeans or Indians do not matter. I would have done exactly the aanae 
thing had the honourable member cast such an aspersion against an Indian 
firm of repute. It is not fair to any firm that aspersions like this should be 
made without proper investigation. The honourable member should not 
have made this remark. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I have investigated and I have got 
materials to satisfy you. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Will you please resume your seat, Dr. Sanyal P There 
have actually two spcindies — one by you and the other by the Hon ble 

Minister in a matter ioT which I refused consent. However, let US now 
proceed with the business. 

NON-OPFICIAL MEMSERS’ BILLS. 

The Bengal Supervision of Orphanage and Widows* Home Billi 1S40. 

The Hon'ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir. I beg to present the 
repfirt of tlie Selei t roninnttee on the llengal Supervl.sion of Orphanage and 
Willows’ Home Hill, 1!M0 

[Mr. Sfieaker called the Bengal Rent Reduction (Temporary Provisions) 
Bill, 1940.] 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: What about consideration and 

pas.sing of the Bill? 

Mr. SPEAKER. That will come later on. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. Before 
other stages actually come, I think, as soon as a Bill is presented before 
the House by one of the Ministers that should be open to discussion by all. 

Mr. SPEAKER: After presentation some stage comes, namely, a motioa 
comes either for consideration or for some other purpose. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Sir, presentation itself is a 
motion. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I understand that that is not the practice. 

Sir. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Any way I -hope you will allow 
us to make general observations. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You will make general observations when item 
No. IX will be taken up. You will have an opportunity of discussing the 
whole provisions of the Bill at that stage. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Why not earlier? 

Mr. SPEAKER: It will be open to you for discussion at that stage. 
Of course I have not looked into the rules very carefully, but I understand 
that that is the practice. 

The Hon’blt Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: On a point of order, Sir. 
This Bill ought to be the first in the list of business today, because it is xa 
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jtf Bioft advanced etage having come from the Select Committee whereae 
tU the other Bills on the agenda have not yet gone through the Select Com- 
mittee stage. Therefore it should have the first precedence over all othw 
Bills. 

Mr* SPEAKER: Certainly it has been placed as the first item. So far. 
as other Bills are concerned, namely, from item No. Ill to item No. VII, 
they are only presentation of the ad interim report of the Select Committee. 

Or. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: May I submit, Sir, in support of 
Mr. SanyaVs contention and Sir Nazimuddin’s arguments that it would be 
convenient for all aides of the House to take up the consideration of the 
Bill now, because items Nos. Ill to VII raise certain controversial points 
which, I submit, have to be first disposed of, and we do not want to 
embarrass you at this stage. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Well, that is another matter. 

Or. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. We would 
like this Bill to be finished before any other Select Committee report may 
be sought to l)e presented for reasons that I would state later on on a 
subsequent occasion. 

Mr. AEDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Sir, I would like to draw your 
attention to rule 58 under which the Hon^ble Minister in charge of the Bill 
will present before the House the report of the Select Committee and then 
the member in charge of the Bill will also move a motion for taking the Bill 
into consideration. Therefore, in and between these two stages, no ques- 
tion arises as to the discussion on the merits of the Bill. 

(Mr. Saeanka Sekhar Sanyal rose on a point of order.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: Are you speaking on that point of order? 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Tes, Sir. I am afraid my whole 
contention has been misunderstood. As soon as the Bill is presented before 
the House, the House is accosted 'with the Bill and the whole question is 
whether we are prepared to meet it or not. Since we are prepared to meet 
it I do not know whei^ is the provision of the Bill which prevents a member 
from having an opportunity to make observations, as soon as it is presented. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Apart from all these questions I am not quite 
prepared for these things. I do not think there will be any harm whatso- 
ever if we take up this Bill, viz., the Bengal Supervision of Orphanage and 
Widows* Home Bill, 1940, and there is nothing in the rules which deba^ me 
from postponing the other items. So, I think that it would be better if 
we take the Bengal Supervision of Orphanage and Widows* Home Bill, and 
finish it. Is there any objection to it on this side of the House? 

(No objection.) 

Itflim FARHUT BAND KHAN AM: Sir, I beg to move that the 
Bengal Supervision of Orphanage and Widows' Home Bill, 1940, as reported 
by the Select Committee l>e taken into consideration. 

When I introduced this Bill and when the Bill was referred to a Select 
Committee I explained the need for legislation to control the working of 
orphanages and widows homes and other similar institutions. The need for 
this legislation hdls become all the more necessary and urgent in view of the 
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poftt4aiuine conditions prevailing in the province. For some time past 
there has been some public agitation reganling traffic in destitute women 
and girls as a result of the famine. An expert survey which was conducted 
recently has discloseii that as a result of distress and destitution there had 
been more deaths among adult mak\s than adult females. This means that 
a' large number of women have lost their husbands, parents or guardians. 
It is therefore natural to apprehend that these women will fall an easy prey 
lo social vices and may therefore ultimately fall into the hauda of designing 
persons who may trade in these helpless women. As I mentioned in my 
previous speech, there are in exi.stence a good number of institutions who 
carry on clandestine traffic in women and girls. They manage to evade 
detection as their nefarious activities are conducted under cover of institu- 
tions so camouflaged UvS to give an appearance of .social and philanthropic 
establishments. In the circumstances it is essential that all institutions 
which board or keep women or girls or children should be effectively 
controlled and supervised. At the time when my Bill was introduced in 
this Assembly I received the support of all sections of the House. But 
strangely enough at the instance of some intere.stetl parties a newspaper 
agitation against my Bill was curried on for some time with the object of 
torpeiloing it altogether. But 1 want to make it clear that there is nothing 
in the provisions of the Bill which will in any way restrict or hamper the 
activitie.s of genuine and hona fide institutions. On the other hand, all 
such institutions should wtdcome rather than object to suj>ervision and 
control as provide<l for in the Bill, for there are in existence, apart from 
institutions of a questionable character, hoiiie.s and orphanages run purely 
for the purpose of making profit. Such institutions thrive upon public 
charity at the cost of genuine and philanthropic organisations because they 
divert to them.^elves charities and donations which otherwise would go to 
bona fide institutions. This should be one strong reason why all gtumine 
iu.stitutions should welcome the enactment of legij»lation proposed by me. 
In my original Bill then" was a provision which made it compulsory for 
institutions to have sufficient reserve fund to run the establishment for a 
certain minimum period. In response to suggestions and requests received 
from several quarters I have agreeii to the deletion of this provision so that 
this may not operate harshly against poor but genuine institutions. The 
other change.s made by the Select Committee are drafting ones but otherwise 
all provisions embodied in my Bill have been retained. I hope that the Bill 
will be passed in its entirety. 

With these words I commend my motion to the acceptance of the House. 
Mr. SA8ANKA 8EKHAR SANYALs Mr. Speaker, Sir, if I take this 
opportunity of talking upon the Bill us proposed to l>e taken into considera- 
tion by the revered lady, my good friend over there, it is not liecause I do 
not appreciate the altruistic motives which have inspired the honourable 
member there, but because I feel that in her anxiety to do good to a section 
of the people she has probably disregarded or overlooked the dangerous 
consequences with which her motion is fraught. I understand that the 
honourable member "who is the authoress of this Bill has got a good deal of 
influence in the party which is behind Government and that her voice counts 
a lot in the treasury benches also. But in her speech which she has just 
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d«liT«red on the door of the House she has given no indication as to how 
far Government was consulted on those questions and how far she has been 
able to persuade the Government to deal with the evils referred to by her 
in a practical ^ay. It would be better if instead of brin^ring this Bill her- 
self she had persuaded the Government to bring a Bill on similar lines, 
because if the Government brought this Bill they could not merely ask for 
the provisions of licence and control. They would have at the same time 
to be charged with the responsibility and liabilitj^ of substantially helping 
these institutions. If the Government bad brought a Bill of this descrip- 
tion we could have put a straight question to the Trea.sury Benches as to 
what the Government proposed to do in the matter of giving nutrition to 
these organisations while seeking to extend control and patronage over them. 
Sir, 1 do not differ from the respected lad> member when she says that there 
are certain evils which have overtaken and invaded the sacred organisations 
as such, but I would ask that honourable member, the mover, to consider 
as to what these evils are due to. In the first place there is no human 
institution from which evils can be eradicated altogether. Even the temples 
of religion and learning are not free from some evil or other, but in order 
to make out a good case for Government control and restriction ujKm 
preeminently benevolent social institutions the House has got to be satisfied 
that the evils are of such a nature that some such coritnd w'ould be indis- 
pensable, and that without Government intervention such social institutions 
could not function. If my good friend, the mr)ver, caref\illy analysed some 
of the institutions which are the subject matter of her Bill she would readily 
find that most of the evils that have crept into these organisations are evils 
due to lack of interest talfen by Government whatever the description may 
be. The Government or, for the matter of that, members behind the 
Government expect these institutions to l>e free from evils, free from 
oomiption and to be of real service to the community. It is uj) to the 
Government to see, it is up to the members Whiiid the Government to see 
that the Government also stand b\ tbe.se (»rganisations. It is exactly on 
this vital matter that the Bill is .silent and therefore it is difficult for us, in 
apite of our regard for the mover of the motion, to accept the Bill in its 
present shape and dimen.sion. If the Bill provided for compulsory subsidy 
from the Government, if the Bill provided for assistance compulsorily to be 
rendere<I by the Government, then, of course, it would have been fit and 
proper for the mover of the Bill to have asked the House to accord its 
support to it. The Bill does not propose to deal with the problems of the 
institutions themselves, hut on the other hand the Bill seeks to extend the 
reins of the (iovernmeiit to areas and jurisdictions beyond their ordinary 
forum. These orjihannges, widows’ homes and marriage bureaus which are 
referred to in this Bill are a<finittedly very welcome social institutions and, 
but for them, many a stranded orphan, many a stranded woman would 
probably have perished for want of legitimate assistance from society, and 
persons who have set up .such organisations have done so in the best interests 
of the society and if they have flourished and survived up to the present 
day, they have done so in spite of Government apathy, and they have done 
so primarily due to the sustenance that has been given to them from non- 
ufiloial private charity and private generosity. Government admittedly haa 
]iot yet taken pains to help these institutions in any way, but to jump into 
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tlie proposition that GoTornmrnt ahonld have control and domination over 
these institutions is, to say the least of it. unjust and fraught with daugeroua 
contequenoes. After all, since tlie Government do not propose to take up 
any responsibility what will be the effect of this Bill if it is passed 
law. The effect will be that private organisiitions, charitable orga n i sat ions » 
brffanisations meant for public benefit which have stood and grovrn and 
developed throuprh private resources will be brought under Governmenk 
domination, I w’oiild ask the luoxer of the Bill as to whether this is just 
and fair. I hope she will not misunderstand me, I hope the members of th^ 
Government party will not misunderstand me when 1 say that when a 

Government which is a party (lovernment. whatever may be the restrictions 

to be imposed, is mo < harge<l witli the responsibility of paying anything to 
the «>rganisations. it is given the liberty of controlling and dominating such 
social institutions. And it is very likely more likely than not — ^that 
Goveiunient will get these organisations as so many new gmuuds for 

getting their fiwn sphere extended where probnhl\ in the ordinary course 

they could not have dtme so. 1 would tlieief(»re like this Bill to be further 
examined by the wliole House. There are eleven clau.se8 in this Bill and 
some of them are onl\ preliminary ami some con.sequential. The aubatantiv* 
provision made in (be Bill is the prohibition to open and carry on an 
orphanage or widows’ home or a marriage bureau without i>ermi88ion of 
Government. Sir, 1 do not find either in ethics or anywliere else any good 
ground to support this measure. On the other hand I suhmit that a Bill of 
this ccuitroversiul nature might prejudif ially affect many useful iuntitutlona, 
might without really doing an> good to the organisations themselves have 
tile umlesiralile effect of extending Government influence of a party Govern- 
ment over an extensive field (j 1 social activities. It is a highly (‘ontentioua 
and ( oiitroveisial Bill ami .so 1 hope that the honourable mover will be 
pleased to consider the matter afr<*sh and will probably persuade herself to 
withdraw the Bill: if not, 1 am sorry to sa.> that we will have to withdraw 
our support from it. 

Or. 8YAMAPRASAD MOOKERJEE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, the author of 
the Bill deserves the tlianks of all .s<Ttions of the House for bringing liefora 
the A.ssembly a matter which vitally c<mcerns the welfare of ono scition of 
the unfortunate j>eople of this province, e.specially at this junc ture when th^ 
question of protection of orphans ancl widows has assumed considerable 
importance. While therefore there is complete sympathy with the motive 
which hag prompted the forinulation of this Bill, there are (*ertaiu important 
questions which recjuire further consideration, ami 1 am asking the mover 
to agree, if that is possible, that this Bill may be taken up cm the next Non- 
official Bill day and there may be some agreed amendments which may seek 
to improve tlie Bill in several important directions. 

Now, Sir, one important omission which I find has got to be rec-tified 
is this: jhere is a provision here for granting licence to these Homes. Now, 
supposing the persons who are responsible for tlie management of the llomea 
have be«i acting in a manner j)reju<Iicial to the interests of the Homes, the 
licence has to V>e withdrawn. Well and good. But what happens to the 
flames themselves? There is no provision at all that it will be the 
responsibility of either the Government or somebody else to take th# 
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ndtminifttratioii of the Home and not to throw the inmates into the streets. 
Tliat is an important provision which has got to be provided for. Again, 
Sir, there is no provision for granting any financial assistance to these 
Orphanages. Now, those of us who are co>nnected with these organisations 
know how difficult it is to ’maintain these Homes at a reasonable state of 
efficiency without adequate funds. Now, I believe, if both the Opposition* 
and the Government party agree, Government may be persuaded to make 
•ome provision for financial assistance to these Homes, at any rate to those 
which are run in accordance with the satisfaction of the Government. 

Then, again, Sir, there are provisions here that detailed rules can be 
framed by Government. Now, the general principles on which the rules 
can be framed .Mbould be outlined, there should be some indication given as 
to bow far Ibose rules will entitle the Government to interfere with the 
detailed management of these institutions for the running of which Govern- 
ment does not (daim to have any responsibility whatsoever. There is a 
provi.sion here that not only the Commissioner of Police and the District 
Magistrate hut anybody authorised by them — anybody authorised by the 
Commissioner of Police or the District Magistrate — may at any time, during 
day or night, enter into the premises for such enquiry as such a person may 
wish to make, 1 know there may be occasions which may necessitate 
midden inspection hut the character of the Homes being what it is, there 
should be some provision that the persons who come to inspect the Homes 
where women reside at any time during day or night should be of such 
status and responsibility as would not create further difficulty in the 
situation. I do not wish to go into further details but I would say once 
again that all sections of the House have every sympathy with the object 
of this Bill. 1 know it may he said in retort that the Bill was intro(lu(‘ed four 
years ago and already four valuable years have passed. That is unfortunate. 

I do not w'ish to enijuire us to who have been responsible for this, but once 
having lost these four years’ time and having gained tremendous experience 
during the last few mouths with regard to the management of such Homes 
k is necessary that this Bill, before it passes into law from this Chamber, 
should he .such as would he acceptable to all sections of the people, both 
inside the Assembly and out.side. 

For these reasons, Sir, I would suggest to the honourable the mover that 
there is flus definite understanding that we shall not allow this matter to 
go beyond this session; we ahull bring it up in course of this session. Do 
not take it tip today. We need not refer it hack formally to the Select 
■Committee hut we could sit round the table, have some amendments which 
will be mutually acceptable to both sides and then carry this measure 
unanimously from this House. 

Mr« ABDUR RAHMAN BIDOlQll Mr. Speaker, I wish we could 
discnae problems in this House in the spirit in which we are discussing the 
one before us tmlay. One gentleman opposite suggested withdrawal; the 
honoitrahle member for the Vniversity suggests postponement ; I am terrified. 
You know the fate of the S€K^onda^y Education Bill. Commit tecNi, 
OOaferenoes. discussions, negotiations, were carried on interminably and 
llien the Bill was brought forward, as the honourable member from the 
University of CaliiuHa has said, in IWO. The honourable mover has waited 
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for four years. Things since then heve changed. The famine has increased 
the number of widows and orphans. I do not say that the draft is a perfect 
Bill bnt so far as it goes it is the best that was possible. A doubt has been 
raised, for no rhyme or reason, as to why the Government did not sponsor 
the Bill. The reason, Sir, will be interesting for the House to know. It 
Was not either this Government or its predecessor in office or even the one 
before that which is responsible for it. The All-India Women s Conference 
wrote to the honourable the mover to put through a piece of legislation of 
this form in the Bengol Assembly. She took it up and it will again come 
as a surprise to the critics that the Bill, as originally presented, was an 
exact copy of the Bill which was passed in the Assembly of the United 
Provinces and 8poiisore<l by Mrs. Uma Nehru. That Iveing so I do not see 
why honourable members opposite should not u('(*ept the Bill with the many 
amendments that have l^een added to it (Dr. Syumaprasad Mookerjee: 
And some more.) Conditions today are had. liOt us go ahead and if the 
defects that were mentioned by the honourable member for the University 
do face us in the future we shall have power to amend, alter and change the 
law as we like. ^ 

Another point which was made by both the speakers who spoke before 
me referred to the Cioverninent taking up financial responsibility in the 
matter of these Homes and OrphanQg«‘s. It was not the intention of the 
sponsors of the Bill, or now the Act as it is in the rnite<l Provinces, nor of 
the honourable mover toniglit in this House to go Ix'yond the stage of 
supervision, I could give iustan<cs that have come to my knowledge but 
it would not suit the atrao.sphero of the House at the moment. But 1 am 
satisfied and convin(‘<»<l that if we have Widows’ Homes and Orphanages or 
other institution.M winch are started with good intentions and which mean 
to help widows and orphans, let us not w’ait. That such houses are being 
utilised for nefarious purposes, that childr^m have to become articles of 
traffic that none of us want. I do not say we shall remove all the filth and 
dirt but the first effort on the part of the honourable mover tonight deserves 
encouragement and support, and I feel that the House will not be well 

advised if it does not go through the Bill tonight and put it on the Statute 

Book at as early a date as possible. 

Mr. ABUL HMSAIN AHMED: defect RuleM 

CTOt ?tir i defects ^f: ^ 

Rulee^ cn^ ^ I {)erfeotionu| ^>0 I 

Defects^fir Rules 49 'PfCS *^91 (’ounciljj^ CTOT 

^9 I Perfection is a thing we can approach hut never reach. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUOHURI: Sir, we all welcome this 
Bill. At tlie same time we cannot pretend that we are not alive to the 
delects of this Bill. One serious defect, Sir, from which this Bill suffers 
is that it does not lay down at all the conditions under which licences will 

be granted or withheld. It will he efter all on those wnditions that the 

organisation and proper running of the Widows" Homes and Orphanage# 
vrill depend. Sir, how are people expected to know in organising 
Orphanages and Widows' Homes under which conditions they are to wotkf 
li is, Sir, for the very success of this measure which is indeed a welcome 
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itkeasure that it ib necesBary that the conditions should be laid down m the 
Bill and should not be left to be specified in the rules — rules framed by the 
Gorernment behind the back of the Legislature. Sir, if it is intended that 
this measure should succeed, that the Orphanages and Widows’ Homes 
should continue and be run on proper and unexceptionable lines, then, Sir, 
the conditions ought to be specified in the Bill so that every one who will 
undertake the management of a Widows’ Home will be quite alive to the 
responsibilities of the management as indicated in the conditions enumerated 
in the Bill. I therefore agree with Dr. Mookerjee when he suggests for a 
short postponement (»f the consideration of the Bill so that amendments 
which may be suggested by us may be duly considered by the mover and 
the Government and if agreed to, the Bill may emerge from this House with 
improved features. 

MRuIvi MUHAMMAD ISRAILs Mr. Speaker, Sir, so far as the 
Bugge.stion thrown out by my honourable friend.s Dr. Mookerjee and Rai 
Harendra Nath Chaudhuri is concerned, I submit, Sir, that the Bill has been 
before the House for the last four years; the Bill was introduced in the 
year 1940, and it was referred to a Select Committee which included 
representatives from all sides of the Houst* — members representing the 
Government party as well as the Gppositifui. I think, Sir, that all the 
parties in the House who are raising objections now were represented there 
and I think that tliey could have raised these object icm.-n at the Select (’om- 
mittee stage, and the> could also have made suitable amendments which 
they are now proposing in the Hou.se today. Sir, so far as private members’ 
Bills are coiK'crned, everybody is aware of th(‘ djtticultie> with which the 
mover of a Bill is faced 


Mr 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Ou a po.nt of onler, Sir. U it 
correct to say tliat all the parties were repreheuted in the Select Coinraitlee** 

M.«lvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Sir, ,t i.- the practice of thia Honae 
and a coinentton of the lejrislaiure everywhere that whenever a Bill is 
referred to a Select Committee members from all sections of the Hou.se are 
represented therein. If there was any omission, any party in the Lefrislative 
Assembly could have raised objection that that particular party has not 
been represented. 


So far ns this Bill is concerned, I think that the Opposition did not take 
any notice of this Bill, it heiiifr a private menitier’s Bill. I am told. Sir, 
that even the leader of the otHeiul Congress party was in the Select Com- 
mittee. 1 think that he did not care to attend meetinjrs of the Select 
Committee or he did not think that it will be of any use to bring it before 
the House after four years for rcmsiderntion and passing. The difficulty is, 
supposing that we agree to the suggestion thrown out by Dr. Mookerjee 
there will he no opportunity available, to the mover because this is the 
budget session. So. it is very difficult to have another day to take up this 
Bill. So far as non-official days are ooni'erned, they are divided between 
resolutions and Bills. Now, Sir, we have got one Bill here today. There 
^ other Bills also no less important than this one, which are on the agenda. 
Every member is ever anxious to have those Bills also to be agitated in the 
Bonse and passed into law, and so I do not think that at this stage 
Dr. Mookerjee can rise and say that the Bill be poetponed. If he was at 
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all serious or if any party in the House was at all serious or any member 
was at all serious, he couhl have raise<l it in the Select Committee stage. 
Not only that ; notice was given that this Bill will be taken into considera- 
tion and sufficient time was available to every member to put in suitable 
amendments to the provisions of the Bill. If they sent in amendmenta, 
those could have been taken up today. If it was not possible to finish all 
the amendments in one day. they could have been taken up on the next day. 
They did not care to send in any amendments. tSir, generally we find that 
the Opposition always semi in amendments whether the Bills are official or 
non-official, hut here it is singularly absent in this aase. There is no 
amendment from the Opposition side to this Bill. We also find that the one 
or two amendments that have been proposed to he moved are amendments 
put in by members of the (iovernment party. So, it appears that it is only 
the (Tovernnient party who wants that a measure like this ought to he put 
on the statute hook. Now it the i)ppositi(»n ch«»ose to rise from their 
slumber so late, I think it is not possible to accommodate them now. 

There is another point as Dr. Mookerjee has suggested, tliere is no provi- 
sion in the Bill so far as State assistance is concermMl. That raises financial 
considerations also. Suppose the Bill i.s postponed, Government ha\*e to be 
approached and a collection of data has to he made, e.g., what is the amount 
spent. thc‘ iiunil>er of Humes, lice number of orphans and widows, what is 

the ainnuiit of State a.N.«*istunce that will he nec'ded and whether it should be 

spread (tver, whetli<*r it sliould he recurring, etc But it is not possible to 
collcM t all thcvse data wit Inn so '.hort u time, so that the same may be placed 
heiore tlM‘ H<*use and the Hcmse can give its verdic t on it. If the Opposition 
at all seriou'" on tin* poiiiN raided on the Hoccr of the House, let the Bill 
go in a** it i" uith the umendmeiit^ that have been put in at this stage if 
the House think.-, that it sliould accept the amendments tliut apjiear in the 
order pajcer If the Gj)po.**ition is anxious to have the amendments that 
iiia\ he propo.sed by Dr. Mteikerjee llie same can be moved in the ('uuneil 
at the jiroper .stage and il the Gouncil thinks that the aniendments proposed 
by Dr. Mookerjee and other mem hers of the House arc* appropriate and they 
are unite necessary they may be* accejited b> the (\nincil. And I do not 

think that the Asf*emhlv will have any objection to ac*c‘ej>ting the amend- 

ments that have been accepted by the ( onnril. 

With these observation.s. I recommend the consideration of the Bill and 
its passing. 

SJ. NARENDRA RATH DAS GUPTA ; iSt: a 

^ mm 

cuTTop cn "dtft 

c^, Grmm sit Uam m 4 ^ ftsr S«lfT3 

^ ^ 4 ^ frsf ^ <7r& 4t7rf5[i ^ c'JT't’jwsrf 

gt I Private Bill 4& 8 ^ ijB 4W 

TOf Ptrtrf^ I Wtm 4t Bill 43 r yRos rnrci^ m ’pf 

4CTrt3 ^ % I msft 4 tpitr firo 
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♦ttCT f5r I (Tifrf c<rc^ im wn ^ \ ^ ^ 

I# ^Tr5 ^ (il^ ^ ^ I ^a(T?Rn ^ 

^ ^tritrs i ^ i 

TfitCP^ Tvn ^5TCI5^ a ^&1 Budget seasion ^ ^ 

♦tt'Q^ ^ ^ I il^rr^ Budget C^ TToT^ i]?7Tf3[ CtNf ^ ^ I 

^ ’tH Wi; I 4? session;*) <>rtTt?l W 

^ I ’®rt^ ftror ®T: ■frwtf’rf'f ?B ^srT^«t totc^ (TTfei lioence^^ 

^rHtV I 'stWT ^*rf%BST51 C’^ licence Institution l5t«Ttr5 

C^ «T1 I ^ licence f^ ’gy v f j rtr ^ ^ 1^^ \^t5r3T 

jppj Institution «R7 Tf?3 sft^ ^ I 

^ ft'® <iJ^* •ft’flC’t? ftv TT? <7^ ’I^DB ^Cb'6*( 

Trm Sft3 I ^ TfTBTf ft^ts a ^ 5Tr 31 ^ I ^ 

C^Tt^ 'ST^F I fV^ (Tf^ ^t?n ^'TSiT- 

<rrt? finii S’Tt ?pn 

?7r ’3t9t^ ^tTn ‘4^ ^ 'JT^srtTjT^ 

^ JR® »nm?BRr ws^vt^ ^ ^ \ xrft #in ctpr^mr 

^pr® hR^M'u ^f?rc!F^. S'N’rrr tti tTcshf 

^ ftnr ^ ^ -it^^ TPm ft?? ^=rmi tr'-PR 

<trft ^'mry c^ ^ c^t'Prw^ vry x\^: ftft Bill 

6vff%^ ¥c?rc^ ?Pr ft’PTPr^t'ft vjy iimfs^r iftipn =jft r??? i 

Dr. HALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, I would have ‘liked that I and my 
Party, the Party that I have the honour to represent, would not he called 
upon to express an opinion at this stage, hut. Sir, ninny of our frienils have 
already expressed themselves from this side of the House on this legislation 
in a manner which has raised certain issues on which it is necessary that we 
should make the position clear. So far as the principles underlying this 
legislation go, our Party extend their whole-hearted support to those 
principles. In fact, 1 have liud various representations from certain 
institutions and fwrsons responsible for running certain institutions who had 
in the past suggested certain improvements on the old Bill and I am glad 
to note that some of these suggestions have been incorporated in the Select 
Committee stage. Chir esteemed friend. Dr. S>'umaprasad Mookerjee, points 
out some other defects in certain detail. We w’ould very much like to know 
the Government's viewpoint with regard to those defects that have been 
pointed out by Dr. Mookerjee and while submitting to the Government the 
neoessity of clarifying some of these points we also feel that this Bill should 
not be delayed much beyond this present session of the legislature at the 
latest. If it is possible to take up this measure bj' the consent of all 
sections of the House on the next non-official business daj* as the first item 
and if that t>eriod that is thus made available is applied to examine some of 
the suggestions mmle by friends who genuinely want to improve the condi- 
tions of this legislation, we for our part would welcome that opportunity. 
In any case we feel that this measure, the like of which was sponsored by 
the Congress Ministry in the Tinted Provinces and passe<i and a measure 
which also has been suggested by, the All-India Women’s Conference, should 
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have our whole-hearted sympathy and we would not stand in the way o! thia 
legialation being enacted hut we would most respectfully request the 
Hon’We Chief Minister who is also the Home Minister to clarify their posi- 
tion with regard to the difficulties drawn attention to. In fact, Sir, as our 
bonafides with regard to our intention to get this legislation passed this 
‘session we have demonstrated that in spite of the fact that there were certailk 
technical difficulties in the way of this Bill being taken up today we did 
not like to raise those difficulties and we wanted the Begum Saheba to hava 
the credit for this legislation for social reform. 

The HOfl’bla Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHANt Sir, 1 am rt^ally surprised 
that there appears to be so much opposition to this seemingly (Dr. Staiia- 
pRASAi) Mookerjee; Seemingly or really!) innocent Bill. If hon'ble 
members turn to the report of the Selec*t Committee, it will be seen that theiw 
was not a single dissentient note. (Mr. Kih\n S.\nkar Roy: I was not 
present.) Mr. Vpendra Natih Kdbiir is a signator> ; Mr. J. N. Gupta is a 
signatory; Mr.s. Murshed, Khan Bahadur Mohammed Ali, Mr. Abdulla-al 
Mahmood, Mr. Ha'^hem Ali Khan, Mrs, Nellie Sen Gupta and Miss P. Bell- 
flart are all signatories to the report. There is not a single dissentient 
note. From that it apinnirs to me that this is a most non-eontroversial 
measure and that it could be passed in the eourse of a very short space of 
time. II<iwe\er, let us assume that the object ions that have been raised ore 
well inteiitioued. The intenti(»n is said to be to make certain improvemeiiU 
in the Bill. It has already U^en stated by Mr. Siddiqi that a similar Bill 
was passed in the Tinted Proviuees legislature a long time ago. AVe do 
not know of an> dittieulties liaving arisen in the working of that measure. 
1 think in the first instance no legi.slative meu.sure cun ]>e without any defect 
whatsoever. Then' iuu> 1 k‘ certain defet'tA. Some of them may be rprti£ed 
in the olilier place, and again if in the course of w'orking of (he measure it 
18 fouml that certain other amendments are necessary such amendments can 
be made later. In every new mea.sure, that is the usual jinnedure. If 
we postpone the Bill today, I think there is hardly any chut^ce of the Bill 
being pa.ssed into law in this sessiem because it has to go through both the 
Houses. Dr. Mookerjee has raised several points : one is regarding financial 
assistance: His objection is that tliere is nothing in the measure about 

financial assistance by (iovernment to Orphanages and AV'idows' Homes. I 
think it is not iie<‘essary to provide that in a Bill. Government has been 
giving financial assi.stance to educational institutions, but there is no law 
which provides that Government should give such assistance and give 
assistance to this or that extent; still Government has been giving assistance. 
As regards Orphanages also Goveruiuent has been giving assistance to somo 
of them, and I may tell the House that on account of the crisis through 
which we have just passed it has been necessary for Government to think of 
establishing permanent Orphanages. There are temporary^ Orphanages in 
which destitute Children are being taken care of, but the present plan of the 
Government is that in every district there will be an Orplmnage, if not 
more, and orphan children will be taken care of therein. A large amount 
of money will have to be spent for that. Over and above that, Government 
will, within their capacity, help deserving private institutions financially. 
Tbe^ore, Sir, I do think that on this score the Bill should not be postponed 
aiaU. ’ 
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ABother point that was raised by Dr. Mookerjee is tbis: there is no 
provision in the Bill for taking care of the inmates of a particular Home or 
Orphanage the licence of which may be cancelled or suspended by Govern- 
ment. Tliat follows as a matter of course: before Government cancels a 
licence (government will take care to see what will become of the inmates 
of the Or|)hanage or the Widow’s* Home concerned. That goes without 
saying. And I can give this assurance on behalf of Government that no 
licence will be cancelled without provision having been made for the inmates 
of the Orphanages and the Widows* Home^ concerned. I, therefore, think 
that the measure sliould be gone through without any further delay. 

The motion of Begum Farhut Bano Khanam that the Bengal Supervision 
of Orphanage and Widows’ Home Bill, 1940, as reported by the Select 
Committee be taken into consideration, w’as then put and agreed to. 

Clause 1. 

The question that clause 1 stand part of the Bill was then put and agreed 
to. 

Clause 2. 

Mtulina MD. ABDUL AZIZ: Sir, I beg to move that in cluase line 
2, for the word “parents”, the w’ord “father” be substituted. 

Begum FARHUT BANO KHANAM: Sir. 1 accept the amendment. 

The motion that in clau.se line 2. f«»r the word “paient.s" the word 

■“father” be substituted was then put ami agreeil to. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: What ah.mt the won] “parents” 
occurring for a second time in line d of this .suh-claiise. Sii y 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is jmrelv cousequeiitial. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: It api>ears from the amendment 
that has been moved by the Matilaiiu Saliih that tin* amendment is in relation 
to the word “parents” oc(‘urriiig in line 2: what about the word “patents” 
occurring in the next liueP 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think the change (an be easily done under rule bo 
of the Assembly Procedure Rules. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN; With your leave. Sir, I want to move a short- 
notice amendment for this purpose, 

Mr. SPEAKER: Tes. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, I beg to move that for the word 
“parents” occurring in line 3, sub-clause (I'L, the word “father” be 
substituted. 

Sir, it is a mere consequential amendment. 

Thi Hcm’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, this second amendment 
is not necessary because here an orphan means a boy or girl under eighteen 
years of age w’bo has lost his or her father or has been abandoned by bis 
or her parents or guardians. 

Mr. BPS AKER: 1 think there is no necessity of changing the word 
* ‘parents** occurring for the second time in tbis sub-clause. 
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Mf« FAZLUR RAHMAN S Sir, I heg leave to withdraw my ahort-notioe 
amendment in that case. 

The short-notice amemJment of Mr. Faclur Rahman was, by leave of the 
House, withdrawn. 

The question that clause 2. as amended, stand part of the Bill was then 
put and agreed to. 

AVtr chtuse 

The Hoii’bla Mr. TAMIZUOOIN KHAN: Sir, I beg to move that after 
clause 2 the following new clauM* be inserted, namely: — 

“2A. Nothing in this Act shall apply to — 

{a) a reform. itory school, an imlustrial school or an auxiliary home 
establisheil or certified by the Provincial (rovernmeiit under the 
Bengal Children Act. P>22 ; 

(h\ any institution recognised as a phu'c of suitable custotly under 
sub-scction (/) of section 28 of the Bengal Chihlren *Act, 1922, 
or umlcr any rule made under clause (h) of .>ub-secti<»n (2) of 
section 27 of the Bengal Suppression ol Immoral Tniffic Act, 
Um; or ^ 

(ri any oijihanagc oi \s ideas' lionic establishc«I and luaintaitied by the 
Provincial ( government . ” 

Sir. the aniemlinent is sclt-e\planatoi \ . 'I'liosc institutions that are already 
recogni>ctl siaiutonly b.\ ( iovci luneiit should not require the taking of 
licences a^. juoMded in this jm‘a''Uic. 'I'hat is wh\ this aincndiiient 1ms been 
projioscd . 

The motion wjis tlaui put and agreed to. 

( hi t/.sr 

Mr. A8HUT08H LAHIRY: Sir, I beg lo move that aflei tin* proviso 
to cluu-'e d tin* folhu^ing in*\\ piovi«^(» be added, namel\ : — 

“Provided turthei th.it no lieeiu'e shall be neees-.ar\ in respeet of any 
Home or Orphanage that may be opened for meeting an\ tempoiary 
emergency.” 

Sir, the Bill provides t<»r r«*gistiatioii and lieenee \o home can bo 
started without being previounlx registered ami without hn\ing secured a 
licence front the district authorities though it makes provision for the 
existing institu turns to sfs ure licence within six months' tune. If may he 
that in future we may have to face a situation in which wi* may have to 
start temporary homes. Sir, ihiring the Midnapore tragedy and during the 
existing situation we had to start a number of temporar\ homes. In future 
also we may have to start such temporary homes, but if the Bill is passed 
into law, it will be impossible for any to start tem])orary homes because 
these will have to l>e first registered, then licensed and then the bruues can 
be started. So, I am simply asking for an exception in cases where tempo* 
rarj' emergency arises necessitating the opening of such temporary homes. 

Mf. OHIRCNORA NATH DATTA: Sir, 1 stand to support the motion 
that has lieen moved by my friend Mr. Asbutosh Lahir>'. Those who have 
worked in the matter of relief work have found the nwessity of temporary 
homes or orphanages and, as a matter of fact, in the distressed areas many 
tempoiary homes in the emergency have been started and they are really 
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doing very good work. The non-official organisations have been doing very 
good work. Government want to start some permanent homes, but the 
necessity of such temporary homes in this emergency is very great. So far 
as these temporary homes are concerned, if a licence is necessary and 
Government impose certain conditions, there may be delay in starting such 
homes. This is relief work and any delay cannot be brooked. 
(Mr. Abdulla-Al Mahmood: But you have not defined what is “tempo- 
rary”.) Temimrsiry emergency intended by my friend means emergency 
that necessi tales starting of relief work, arwl as it is relief work, no delay 
can be brooked and if the licence has to be obtained, there will be some 
delay and delay means death to a large number of destitute children. In 
view of these facts, 1 appeal to the Government side to accept this amend- 
ment. For the purpose of relief work, this is a very suitable amendment 
and in view of the present situation I hope the mover and the C’hainnan 
of the C<mimittee will accept this amendment. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, the language of 
the amei^lment is peculiarly dangerous for the w}u>le object of the Bill. 
The temporariness of an emergency is very difficult to a.sseHS in language 
the constnfction of which is liable to be misunderstood and misu.sed. We 
should not l>e particularly anxious to make this amendment. For instance, 
the honourable mover of the amendment will reali.se that the war is an 
emergency and it is temporary. We cannot always be in a state of war, 
hut the war has w’rought havoc with the womanlnxMl ot the cits. I am 
anxious that the amendment sliouhl be that even if the tempuruty iharacter 
of the einergeiK’y is three days, there should be a licence because these 
temporary emergencies are likely to he utilised by rascals in our society 
for purposes which this Bill is trying che(^k for with these two words in 
the hands of not very elever Magistrates or Judgt's, these may bt* taken 
into channels which we cannot dream of. M> appeal to the honourable 
member will be, if be reull\ intends to <lo w by this Bill, to withdraw’ his 
amendment; if he does not, it will be voted upon. 

Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: Sir. the matter ineluded in this 
aiuendmeat makes it abundantly clear as to why the Bill should not be 
rushed through for the very interevst ami object of the Bill. Mr. Siddiqi 
complains about the language. ObviouslN improvement lan be made in the 
language, hut that iinprt>vement cuiinot be made if we go on discussing the 
amendment in the way in which we are. The point of substance is, does 
the House want that there .should he such temi>orar\ homes for meeting 
temporary emergencies. Now, whether the war is an emergency or not is 
a mutter which w’e need not discuss in detail, but even supposing as a result 
of the war Calt?uttu is bombed or any other place is affected and it is 
necessary to open some temporary homes for giving protection to orphans 
and women, it may la* then said to have been necessitated by the w’ar itself. 
But the principal point is that there may be m'casions when there should be 
temporary homes and the Bill, as drafted, preidudes anyone from opening 
«ttch a temporary home until all the conditions are fulfilled, vi*., you will 
kave to apply for registration, it will have to l»e registered in accordance 
with Hie Registration of Societies Act. That itself will take some weeks. 
Xbaa tke matter will have to be enquired into wkieb means that the borne 
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may not be opened for a couple of months. Is that the object of the mover 
of the Bill? Certainly not. The mover certainly does not want that this 
class of homes whose aim is to serve humanity should be frustrated by reason 
of the provisions of the Bill. I do not know what the mover dt^sires or 
what Government propose to do. but the language may be modified in a' 
suitable manner. There is m» doubt that the spirit of this amendment is 
one which should be ucrepteil by all sections of the House. 

Mr, ABUL H088AIN AHMED: jf9| 

Hornet tfrSTT ’TWtTT rascality^ I I uergenoy measuroJl'3 

CH rascality 5^ ^1 I 

8J. NARENDRA NATH OAS GURTA ; TSf1»Rtr^ 

,^-3 r^tin TTff nT=rt^ v:^ i ^ 

^ ^mqn o^r »r*fm jjIIH 

ijtm i 

^ cm T^irs ^ i ^rwft wi 

cm ^ ^ 'tWtrs iirv^n \ ^ ft 

onr c^r ^rttf ^.3 v'irpt r cf ’rttbr cv 

i 4m 4j^ jpts 

itTi f%j?rrft3i ^ i 4f«n ft^nfVin ^ft-y 

^ I ^ zPf ftt I 

The m(»ti<iii oi Mr. Ashutosh I.uliiri that after the proviso to clause *1 

the following new jirovino be added, namely: — 

“Provider further that no licence shall be nec(*M.sary in respect of any 
Horne or Orjdmnage that may be opened for meeting any temporary 
emergency”, 

was then init and lost. 

The question that clause '] Mtaiid j>art of the Hill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Claune 4. 

The question that clause 4 stand part of the Hill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 6. 

Mr. A8HUT08H LAHIRI: Sir, I beg to move that the following 
proviso® be added to clause o, namely: — 

■'Provided that such suspen.^ion or cancellutimi shall be subjijct to 
confirmation by the ('omniissioner ot tire Division in which the 
Home is situated ; 

Provided further that at least three months' notice sliall be given tr> the 
authorities of the Institution for such su.spension or cancellation 
of licence.” 

Sir, in clause o it lias lieen provided that a licence granted may be 
cancelled if there is any contravention of any of the provisions of this Act 
or if the institution in respect of which the licence was granted has ceaeed 
to the conditions specified in clauses (a) to (c) of sub-section {t} of 
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fection 4, namely, that memberfl of the society are to be respectable mem- 
bers of the town or district, flie said institution is to be located in a healthy 
locality and that the accommodation is to Ke sufficient for the purpose. The 
District Magistrate or the Commissioner of Police can cancel a licence if 
he holds that certain members of the society are not respectable or that 
the said institution is not located in any healthy locality or that the inmates 
have insufficient accommodation. On these grounds, the District Magis- 
trate or the Cot|]^ijii«sioner of Police can cancel a licence, but there is no 
provision as to done if the inmates have to leave the 

.orphanage or home.* Supinising under the orders of the District Magistrate 
a licence is cancelled, where will these inmates go? There is no provision 
lor this in this Hill. To safeguard against this. I have suggested certain 
restrictions on the authority o( the District Magistrate as regards cancelling 
a licence. In the first place the District Magistrate’s decision must be 
confirmed by the (’ommissioner of the Division. We often find that 
executive authorities in this country are guided by whims, caprices, 
personal inclinations and prejudices. In order to eliminate that it is 
essential that this cancellation or sus])eiision of licence should be confirmed 
by the (’oininissioner of the Division. 

Again, Sir. I have askeil tliat three inontlis' iiolic(‘ should lx* given to 
the authorities of tin* institution for such suspension oi cuiu’ellation, because 
you cannot throw away the inmates — women and oiphans -on the streets. 
The authorities must he given sufficient time foi eithei ^ending them away 
to (dher pla(•(‘^ or making arrangmiicnts witli other institutions where 
uccommodal ion nia\ he found tor them. I'liat reijinres some time. The 
Bill makes no provision for that. I think it is »*s‘.i‘ntMl that some notice 
should he given to tin* authorities before ramcll.it ion ()Lher\Msi*, these 
inmates will he reiiderml homeless I hope. Sir, that tins ammnlment will 
he accepted. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sn, 1 think that this aimnd- 

ineut is not necessary. The first eluuse ot this amendment is that can- 
cellation sliould he confirmed by the ( ’ommissionei id the Division. That 
is not at all n(*cessarv, because the aullioiitv entitled to cancel a licence 
under this measure will he the District Magistrate. We cun assume, Sir, 
that the District Magistrate will never cancel a licence without good 
reasons for cancelling it. Therefore, the amendment is not at all necessary. 
On the other baud. Sir, there i.s a danger. This will give a licence to 
abuses to prevent which cancellation may he necessary. 

The second portion of the amendment is also, I think, unacceptable 
Wcause it provides that three months’ notice should l>e given for suspension 
or cancellation of a licence. If abuses go on in a particular institution then 
it may he necessary to suspend the licence all at once. If three months' 
notice has to he given then abuses will go on ami the very object of cuncella- 
tion of a licence will be frustrated. (Dr. Sy.amaprasad Mf>OKERJEE: What 
will hapjHui to the inmates ?) 1 have already said that before suspending 

or cancelling a licence Government w*ill have to take good care of wliat will 
happen to the inmates. There is, of course, no such provision in the Bill 
but it is only commonseuse to assume that Government will have to take 
the reaponsibUity of making proper provision lor such inmates. 
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Tile motion of Mr. Ashutonh Lahirt that the following prorisoa be added 
to clause 5, namely : — 

“Provided that such susj»eiision or cancellation shall be subject to 
confirmation by the (\»mmis>ioner of the Division in which the 
Home is situated; ' 

Provided further tliat at least three months’ notice shall la' given to 
the authorities of the Institution such suspension or cancella- 
tion of licence”, 
was then put and lost. 

The question that clause o stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

('htUM 6 *. 

The Hofi’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir. I beg to move that in 
clause (i. in lines 2-4, for tlie words beginning with “when authorised in 
writing ' and ending with “any peison not in the serviia* of the ('row'n or 
any Magistrate”, the following be substituted, namely: — 

“any l)eput\ ( ommissionpr of Ihdice autlmriscd in wiiting in thin 
behalf b\ the ( oniniissioner of Ibdice or any Magistratt* authorised 
in writing in this behalt b\ the District Magistratt‘ ru* an> person 
not in the servici* of the ( rown when authorisetl in writing in this 
behalf in Caliuitta b\ the ( Oiiimissioner of Ptdna* or elst‘W'here by 
the District Magisirafe”. 

Sir, ill the Bill as icjxutcd h\ tht‘ Select (’Mininittec the provision is that 
in ('ah'utta the ( onnnissionei of Police can onl\ authorise a Magistrate to 
make an iin est khi i'hat w.is, I ihink. through a inisappudiension, 
becaiisi* in ( .•h ntta the Magistrates lone got no e\t*euf!\** powers. 'I here- 
fore, it is nee(*sNar\ that so fat as Caleutta is eomaoned. the ( ’<»nimissioner 
of police should be authorised to gi\e power to the I)<‘put\ ( ’onmi issionerw 
of Police to make tin* eiiquin. That is the whole (dijeet of this amendment. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, I opjMise (his amend- 
ment. I (*annot understand, when the (foveinmeiit is taking o\et super- 
vision of an institution under this Bill, why s!i(»uhl an\ person be aiithoMHed 
b> the District Mag^istrate ot (he ( omiuissioiier of Police to inspect if at 
all. In.s])eclion ishcnild be tiie responsibility »>f the (if)\ eminent and only 
the oiticiaU should be entrusted witb ins])eelion and not any and every 
person even if he be authonse<| by the District Magislt.tlr (»r the 
Commissioner of Police. 

The motion of the Hon'lde Mr. Tamixuddin Khan that in ihuise fi, in 
lines 2-4. for the v^ords beginning with “when au(hoiise»I in writing” and 
eliding with “any person not in the service of the Crown (»r any Magistrate”, 
the following he .substituted, namely: — 

“Any Deputy Commi.Hsioner of Police authorised in writing in thin 
behalf hy the (\mimissioner of Police or an\ Magistrate authorised 
in writing in thLs behalf hy the District Magistrate or any person 
not in the service of the Crown when authorised in writing in thi« 
behalf in Cabutta by the Commiasioner of Police or elsewhere by 
the District Magistrate”, 

waa then ^nt and agreed to. 
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The question that clause 6, as amended, stand part of the Bill was tlien 
put and agreed to. 

Clause 8. 

Mr. ASHUT08H LAHIRI: Sir, I beg to move that clause 8{2) be 
omitted. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Sir, in supporting the motion, I 
beg to point out that in this case the proof of the guilt has not to be proved 
by the prosecution liut the innocence has to be proved by the accused. It 
is a well-known principle in criminal law that a person is presumed to be 
innocent unless ])roved to be guilty. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: On a point of order. Sir. On which 
motion is Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta speaking? Amendment^ Nos. 9 and 
10 have not been moved. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Amendments Nos. 9 and 10 liavfl not been moved. 
Amendment No. 11 has been moved and he is speaking on that. 

Mr. A8HUT08H LAHIRI: I wish to speak on that. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Y ou may do so now. 

Mr. A8HUT08H LAHIRI: riause 8{2) reads thus:— 

“If the person contravening any of the provisions of lliis Art in a 
society, every member thereof shall, unless he proves that the 
contravention took place without his knowldge or that lie exercised 
all due diligence to prevent such contravention, be deemed to be 
guilty of such contravention”. 

This is a ver> extraordinary provision in a Bill of this kind. At pre-sent, 
with tlie management of these Homes and Orphanages are asnociated many 
influential persons who have neither the time nor the leisure to take any 
detailed interest in the working of such organisations. It is the Secretary 
or the Manager who looks after the detailed work of such an organisation 
or institution. Now, the Bill makes it imuiinbent on every member of the 
Managing Committee to take a detailed interest; for his failure to do so, be 
may be liable to be fine«l to the extent of Ks. odU for any breach that may 
have been committed b^ the Secretary or the Manager of an Asram or 
Home. That is a very extraordinary provision. It would discourage any 
prominent man to join a Managing (’omiiiiftee of any Home or Orphanage. 
Therefore 1 think that clause should be omitted; othewise influential 

persons will not be induced to join the managing committees of Homes or 
Orphanages. 

SJ. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA : I 

?pr ^ Ol Institution (TTfT^iT 7®^ 

cn <4^ ^rt’n ^ ^ ^ 

I 

C¥T9l TO fV Home TO I ^ 

CTO ^ TOr i ^ TOi 

Cl nm ¥rtT Homeij in ^ TOl TOtTO WTO 1 ^ 

ft WtTO ^ cm 4T ’fST TOST 1 
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TIm HM’bto Mr. TAMIZUODiN KHAN. Sir, Govemiueut is prepared 
to accept the amendment. 

■egum FARHUT BANO KHANAM: Sir, 1 accept the amendment. 

The motion of Mr. Ashutosh Lahiri that clause 8(<L^) be omitted wa« put 
and apreed to. 

The question that clause 8, as amended, stand pari of the Bill, wag then 
put and agreed to. 

(Idtisrs 9^ 10 and 11, 

Tlie question that clauses 9, 10 and 11 stand jtarf of the Bill was put and 
agreed to. 

Prra nifdc. 

Tlie question that the Preamble stand jmit of the Bill was (hen put and 
agreed to. 

Begum FARHUT BANO KHANAM: Sir, 1 beg t(» move that the 
Bengal Orphanages and Widows’ Homes Bill, 1M44, as settled in the 
Assemhly, be passed. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

The Bengal Wakf (Amendment) Bill, 1940. 

Dr. 8ANAULLAH: Sir. I beg to move that the Bengal Wakf (Ammul- 
nient > Bill. 1940, he continued under the proviso to rule 19(1^) of the 
Bengal l.egislative Assemhlv Pro<*edurt* Buies. 

The m(»tion was then put arnl agreed to. 

Dr. 8ANAULLAH. Sir. I heg also to m(»ve (hat the Bengal Wakf 
(Amendment) Bill, I94th he referred to u Srdeet (’ommitlee eonsisting of — 
and here. Sir, I shall read out the names of those hononrahle members who 
have signified thidr assent to serve on (he Select* (’ommitt<*e - - 

(1) the Hon'ble Minister in charge of the Education Departmcuit. 

(2> Maulana Md. Ibrahim, 

(d) Maulana Abdur Razzaq, 

(4) Haji Tofcl Ahmad (’howdhury, 

(5) Maulvi Md. Israil, 

(0) Maulvi Ahmad Ho.s.sain, 

(7 ) Khan Bahadur Haji Badi Ahmad Choiidhury, and 

(8t Dr, Sanaullah (the mover), 

with instructions to submit their report hy October 1, 1944, the number of 
members forming the quorum being five. 

The Bill was already circulated for eliciting public opinion and th(} Bill 
received practically unanimous support from all parties and also wakf 
institutions and persons. So T do not think that it should be recirculated 
for eliciting public opinion, 

Hmi’llte Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, I beg to move by way 
of amendment that the Bill be recirculated for the purpose of elicitmg 
opinion thereon by the 30tb June, 1944. 
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Sir, the position of Government in this: we feel that the Bengal Wakf 
Aot requires amendment and Government is contemplating a comprehensive 
amendment of the measure. I may tell the House that Government has 
appointed a small committee to go into the administration of the Bengal 
Wakf Act and to suggest necessary amendments. Unfortunately one of the 
inemliers of the committee, Mr. Ahul Quasem, died a short while ago and 
that is principally why the committee has not yet been able to submit its 
report. As soon as the report of the committee is received, Government 
will examine the rejiort and introduce a measure as early as possible. I 
expected some time ago that the measure would be introduced in this session 
of the Legislature, but unfortunately on account of what has happened the 
committee has not yet been able to finish its work and 1 am somewhat 
doubtful now whether the amending measure can be introduced in this* 
aession. I can assure the honourable member that when (loveriiment 
considers the amendments to he made, the amendments suggested by 
Dr. Sunuulluh in this Bill will he carefully considered, Tn this view I hope* 
the honourable the mover of the Bill will he pleased to withdraw his motion 
and U(‘eept the recirculation im^tioii that I have moved. 

Dr. 8ANAULLAH: Sir, I accej)t the umeii’dincnt. 

The motion of the llon’hle Mr. Tamizuddiii Khan t)»ai the Ihuigal Wakf 
(Amendment) Bill, 11)40, he recirculated for the puipnse ot eliciting opinion 
thereon by the •Kith June, 1044, was then put arul agreed to. 

(At this stage the House wa>s a<ljourned for lo in unites i 
( .\fivr AiJ joitnniiciti . ) 

The Legal Practitioners (Amemlment) Bill, 1939. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Sii, I lu^g leave to move tliat the Ivegal 
Practitioners (Amendment) Bill, lOJO, lx* (‘ontnjue<l uinhu- the proviso to 
rule 10(~) of the Btmgal L*‘Ki'^hitive A'^sembK Procedure Hides. 

I think as the motion stands I need not say ain thing further on tliia 
point. 

The motion was tlien put and agreed to. 

The Bengal Housing Bill, 1943. 

Mr. J. N. GUPTA: Sir, I beg to move that tin* Bengal Housing Bill,. 
104d, he referred to a Select (’oiniuittee consisting of — 

(1) The llon’hle Minister in charge of Commerce, Labour and 

Industries Department. 

(2) Mr, Upeudra Nath Barman, 

(8) Mr. Syeil Badrudduja, 

(4) Mr. Aftah Ali, 

(5) Rui Sahib Anukul ( hundra Das, 

(0) Mr. r. Griffiths, 

(7) Mr, B. Mukherjee, 

(8) Mr, Atul t'handra Sen, 

(9) Rai Bahadur Jogesh Chandra Sen, 

(10) Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal, 
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(11) Mr. I. J. Kennedy, and 

(12) Mr. J. N. Gupta (tlie mover), 

with instructions to submit their report by June 30, 1944. the numl)er of 
members forminjf the quorum l>einp five. 

• Mfa DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Gupta, have .^ou jfc*t consent of 
Mr. B. MukherjeeJ^ 

Mr. J. N. GUPTA: I have not #fot it. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: But you have proposed his name without 
taking* his consent. You eliminate that name. 

Mr. 4. H. GUPTA: All right. Sir. 

Sir, this Bill is introduced to stamp out the causes that are causing 
havocs to the workers for not having healthy houses and the environment 
they are forced to live in. Families after families are being extinct year 
after year due to the negligence of the landhinls ami employers. Tho 
Government statistics for 1940 .^how that more than So, ‘.>03 men died from 
diseas(*s of respiratory organ*' l)(“r'ides tuben ulosis w hii'h developed ow'ing 
to tliese men residing in inihealthy houst‘s. 1940 record shews that the rate 
<»f mortalit\ ladng 1'71 per mile in (’alcutta usual rt'turned the* highest 
death rate — S o9. .lalpaiguri comes next * ol.\ followed b> How rah— 3 33, 
ami II»M»ghly — 3 2o. Pneumonia — 14.9ti7. It is responsilde for oO 2 ]>er cent, 
of the total iiHUtality from re'.piratory diseases, 

JiCgislation is necessary when prot(*ction is denied in ordinary courso 
ami w ht*n m* possible i*tum*(l\ is lorihcoming* fioni tin* socn‘t,\ . I'hut situa> 
tion has aiiscii. Id protect the waukers as well as the middh* class ptM)pl<» 
who live 111 rentt‘d houses and wlio are deiiU'd the humanitarian treatment 
from the house-ow nei s this measure is suggesteil 

It nia\ alsn he pointed out to the employ (M s of large numher of W'orkerfi. 
that the proposed measure will largel\ hcnctil them. This will not only 
he aide to riMluce the si<*kness amongst the wmkers hut would help the 
industrial <oncerns to increase their outturn 

I hoi)e the memhers will siqiport tlii.s legislation and helji the w orkerH- 
to be in a healthv atmosphere. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: One more point, Mr. Gupta, V'ou have 
prnpose4l tin* Tiame of Mr. Keiined> and have \nu taken his cons^uity T)o 
\ou pr(»p(».se his name in place of Mr. Mulili.'ij.'. :-' 

Mr. J. N. GUPTA: I have pn»posed the name of Mr. Mukherjee hut his 
consent could not he ohtaimMi as he did not <’ome. Then in place of 
Mr. Stark I have proposed the name of Mr. I. I. Kennmly and he has 
agreed. 1 hope thi.s auiendnieiit will he accepted. 

The motion of Mr. J . (iupta that the Bengal Housing Bill, 1943, he 
referred to a Select (‘onimittee consisting of— 

(1) The Hon’hle Minister in charge of Commerce, I^ahour and 

Industries Department, 

(2) Mr. tJpendra Nath Barman, 

(3) Mr. Syed Badrudduja, 

(4) Mr. Aftab Ali, 
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(5) Rai Sahib Anukul Chandra Dm, 

(6) Mr. C. Griflathfl, 

(7) Mr. Atul Chandra Sen, 

(8) Rai Bahadur Jogesh Chandra Sen, 

(9) Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal, and 

(10) Mr. J. N. Gupta (the mover), 

with instructions to submit their report by June 30, 1944, the number of 
members forming the quorum being five, was then put and agreed to. 

The Bengal Adult Education Bill, 1940. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ. Sir, I beg leave to move that the 
Bengal Adult Education Bill, 1940, be continued under the proviso to rule 
IH2) of the Bengal Legislative Assembly Procedure Rules. 

Th(‘ moHon was then put and agreed to. 

The Bengal Medical (Amendment) Bill, 1940. 

Dr. 8ANAULLAH: Sir, I beg to move that the Bengal Medical 
(Amendment) Bill, 1940, be continued under the proviso to rule 19(^) of 
the Bengal Legislative Assembly Procedure Rules. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

The Bengal Agricultural Debtors (Amendment) Bill, 1940. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Sir, I beg leave to move that the 
Bengal Agricultural Debtors (Amendment) Bill, 1949, be continued under 
the proviso to rule 19(J:^) of the Bengal Legislative Assemhly Procedure 
Rules. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

The Bengal Tenancy (4th Amendment) Bill, 1940. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Sir, I beg leave to move tliat the Bengal 
Tenancy (4th Amendment) Bill, 1940, be continued under the proviso to 
rule 19(i?) of the Bengal Legislative Assembly Procedure Rules. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

The Advocates’ Rohes Bill, 1943. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Mr. Deputy Sjieaker, Mr. Nishitha 
Nath Kuiulu has suddenly fallen ill. Would you please permit me to move 

ihi»y 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: 1 understand that Mr. Speaker has not 
given permission in a similar case today. I have also not got any letter 
from Mr. Kumlu. So, 1 do not know whether I can give you jiermission 
to move this motion. 

Mr. OHARU CHANDRA ROY: May 1 ask that this may be passed 
over. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: All right, it is passed over. 
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Hr. 8ANAULLAH: Sir, I Wg to move that the Bengal Steamer 
Khalasis Bill, 194»1, be cirrulated for the purpose of eliriting opinion there- 
on by the Jst December, 1944. 

Khan Bahadur Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: Sir, 1 beg to 
move that the Bill be circulated f(»r the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon 
by the 31st July. I!t44. 

Dr. 9ANAULLAH: 1 a<cept the ninendiuent. 

The motion of Khan Bahadui Ilaji Baili Ahmed ( 'lioutlhurv that the 
Bengal Steamer Khala>iN Bill, 1943, be ciiculated for the purpose of elicit- 
ing opinion therettn h\ the 31st Jul\, 1944. was then put and agreed to. 

The Bengal Money-lenders (Amendment) Bill, 1943. 

Khan Bahadur ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Sir. 1 heg to move that the 
Bengal Moiie\ -lender^ (Ameiolment) Bill, 1943, be retiurcsl to a Select 
Committee c<>iisisting ot — 

(1) the Hon’hle Ministei in » hargt‘ t»f the Judicial Department, 

(2) Maulvi Muhammad Kiail, 

(3) Mr. AIoiumI HosNam. 

{ 4 ) Klian Bahadui .lasimmhhn Ahmed, 

(')> Maulvi M. Moslem All M<dla, 

((ii Balm Dhireiidra Nath Datta. 

(7) Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sa!i\al, 

(8) Mr. Shahedali. 

(9) Mr. T. (f. Kennedv, 

( H) I Maulvi Ahdul Catif Biswus. 

(11) Kazi Ahill Masud. 

(12) Khan Bahadur Alfazuddin Ahmed, 

(13) Maulvi Md. M ozammel Hmj, 

(14) Maulvi Ahmed Ali Mridha, 

(15) Mr. Hem Cliandra Nasker, 

(lb) Mr. Ahul Hossain Ahmed, and 

(17) Khan Bahadui Ahdul Wahuh Khan (the mover), 

^rith instructions to suhmit theii report hy the end ot August, 1944, the 
number of members forming tlie (juorum being five. 

Mr. A. F. STARK: Sir. this Moiiey-lender.s (Amendment) Bill whi<’h 
has been sprung upon us contains srmie provisitms which appear to have 
retrospective effect and to extend the retros)>#H’tive effect provisions in tho 
Money-lenders Act. Well. .Sir. this party opposed the retrospective effect 
provisinps of the Money-lenders Act and we feel it neceasary to reserve our 
position with regard to this Bill. We do not propose to oppose the reference 
of the Bill to a Select ( omniittee, but we would like to make it clear that 
there are provisions in the Bill whicn we think are very ohjectioiiable and 
will have to be altered in the Select Committee. We refer particularly to 
the retroepective effect provisions in the Bill. 
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The motion of Khan Bahadur Abdul Wahab Khan that the Bengal 
Money-lenders (Amendment) Bill, 1943, be referred to a Select Committee 
consisting of — 

(1) the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Judicial Department, 

(2) Maulvi Muhammad Jsrail, 

(3) Mr. Ahmed Hossain, 

(4) Khan Bahadur Jusimuddin Ahmed, 

(5) Maulvi M. Moslem Ali Molla, 

(G) Babu Dhirendra Nath Datia, 

(7) Mr. SiiHaiikii Sekhar Sanya], 

(8) Mr. Shahedali, 

(9) Mr. 1. G. Kennedy, 

(10) Maulvi Abdul Latif Biswas, 

(11) Kuzi Abul Masud, 

(12) Khan Bahadur Alfazuddin Ahmed, 

(Id) Maulvi Md. Mozammel Hucj, 

(14) Maulvi Ahmed Ali Mridha, 

(lo) Mr. Hem Chandra Nasker, 

(10) Mr. Abul Hf»ssain Ahmed, and 

(17) Khan Bahadur Abdul Wahab Khan (tlie movers. 

with instructions to submit their report by tin* end of August. li)44. the 
number (»t im-mhers forming the (piorum being five then put 

and agreed to. 

The Bengal Village Self-Government (Amendment) Bill, 1939. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi JALALUDDIN AHMED: Sir. I 

beg to present an tid nift rnn repoit of tlie Sideet ('ommitt<*e on the Bengal 
Village Self-( lovernment (Amendment) Bill. 1909. 

Sir, r also beg to move that tlie lime toi s^bmi'^slo^ ot the Hnul report 
of tlu' S«‘b*et Committee be <*\tended till the end of Maieb, 1944. 

We, the immibtu’s of the Select Committee* to wliieb the Bengal Village 
Self-Government (Amendment > Bill, 1909, sponsored b\ Maulvi Mubammad 
Jsrail, M.n.A., was refern‘d bv u motion eairied in the Bengal liegi.slative 
A.ssembly on the 20th duly. 1940. ^^t^^e enjoincil by the said motiem to 
present our report to the Assemblv by the dlst December, I94tl. The date 
for submission of tin* final rejrort was exteiidetl b\ the Hon’hle Speaker 
during reeess till tlie ‘list GctedaT. 1940, and again it was further extended 
by tlie Hon’ble Speaker during recess till the Olst Deeembei , 1940, or till 
the enmmeneement of a se.ssion of the Assemb] \ . wiiichever was earlier. 

We have, however, not been able to meet since then fiir unavoidable 
rea.son and recommend In this our further mi tnftrnti rejrort that the time 
for submission of the final report ina^ he further extended till the end of 
March, 1944. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Sir, motions Nos. Ill, IV, V, VI, 
TII and VIII A are controversial motions. A point of order had been raised 
by Dr. Sanyal whether this particular motion which is under discuasion is 
in order and whether this Bill is still alive, and it was practically agreed 
tliat this motion arouid not be taken up. 
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Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUOHURIS On a puint of privil<^gre» Sir, 
A very serious objection bus been raised with regard to the admissibility 
of this motion. So far as thiN motion is eoiuerned, ihe ('ommittee never 
met and the Bill lapsed and yet it is considered necessary that an iid ititfriin 
report motion should be biou^ht forward before the House to mdify some 
*of the irregularities performed. This motion is altogether irregular and 
cannot be taken up. because under the rules the Bill bas lapsed beyond 
revival. It caunot be revived at all. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Sir. the Opposition did not rise on a 
point of order earlier. If any point of order was tf» be raise<l, they ought 
to have raise<l that before the Bill is put t(» the House. Now the Hou’hle 
Minister has moved his motion. The\ (MUild have raised objection at the 
opportune moment if tlu‘v had an\ (dijection at all to raise. That stage 
Las fussed. You have put this Bill for the consent of the House. Now 
the Oj)]K)>ition cann<»t rai^c .in\ point of ordei whatsoever. This is one point. 

So tar as the otlier point is loncerneil, my iriend Uai Harendra Nath 
(diautlhini has said tliat the (dinimttee never met. Sir, tlie ('ominitlee met 
nior<* tliaii oiiee The ( ommitlee met under the ( 'h.nnuanshi]) of the then 
Hon'lile ^Ii Ba^u iHai H\hivou\ N viii ( ’hai imi in : Without transacting 
an\ busines*.. ) Kai Il.iiendra Nath ( haudhiiii does not know, because he 
wa^ not .1 inenil>ei <*{ ihe .'sidcct ( 'oiuiint tei* I'ln' (ommittee not only met 
om c but tuic* oi thiKe Sn l.ir as the lemark ot m\ iiiemi Itai t ’haiidliuri 
is eiMU'enied it is ai»sHhit«'l\ a tals<diood 'Phi' date tor submission of the 
final lejiorl was extended b\ tbo Speaker during recoss till the dl.sl 
Di'i-einliei , 1!»M. (U (ill (lie coin iiifMiciunen < of tlie Session. Then* is 
altsoluielv no iiiogulaiil\ undoi the inles aiol the Bill has mil la]isefi. 
J)i. S.in\al ilid not cart* to atteiul tht* meetings of the S«*l<*ct ( <immit(t*e, 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I submit. Sii . that tln‘se matters have 
alieadx }»e»*n foiinall\ drawn aUentitm tti 1>\ m\sell as wt*!! as !>> Itui 
Ilaituidia Nath Chaudhun and we ha\e addressed the SjM*aker on tfiene 
questitJii.s It was done earlier in the courst* of tfahiN just after the Super- 
vision oi (hjihan.igt* ami Widows’ Home Bill was taken u)» ami when other 
items weie going to be taken. You xvill reiiienibt'i , Sii, that we got up 
and s.ud that tliere are certain technical difficulties ami we [(‘({uested that 
these imitnnis mav be hebl over ami the Bengal Super\isu>n of ()r])hanage 
and Witlows’ Home Bill may be proceetleti with ftii coiisnlei ation and other 
stages. Tlie .Speaker bail, as a matter ot tael, agieed have this point of 
order po.stponed and he wa.s examining all these (juestioiis. It wuis at his 
euggestioji that this matter was held over and we jinu’ceded to the next 
»et of items. 1 am really very surprised that in the abseiiee of the Speaker 
you should lie taken by surpri.se in this way. 1 submit that it is not merely 
one of these Ifills, but many of these Bills which have got difficulties. Many 
of fbe^e Bills have lapsed and lapsed beyond revival and even the provision 
of section 73 of the (iovemment of India Act cannot protect these Bills 
which have already gone gut of our purview. It is not possible at this stage 
to take the House and yourself into the details of those points of order and I 
think it is not fair to the Speaker to expect any ruling from you in hia 
absence on a matter which be was examining. 
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Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I wau really taken by surprise. Out of 
deference to the wishes of the Hon’ble Minister I allowed this motion to be 
moved and it has been moved. I have also sent a message to the Speaker, 
but I want to know what is the objection to the presentation of the 
ad interim report of the Select Committee. Is there any objection? 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Yes, because it revives the Bill which 
is dead and gone. You will notice from the report of tlie Select Committee 
itself that the ('oinmittee never met. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: It is neither dead nor gone. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Item VII relate*^ to the Select Com- 
mittee on the Bengal Medical Amendment Bill, 19*{7. That Bill was the 
Bill sponsored by Rai Sahib Anukul (’handra Das. Under no stretch of 
imagination can this be treated as an ad interim repi)rt. It is no report 
at all. t 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I am not gidng into the merits. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Today on what was the Minister 
speaking? If he was 8i>eaking on the presentation of the report this point 
has got to be decided first. If the Hon’)>le Minister wants to regale the 
House with a good speech — and he is capable of making a good speech — 
we shall certainly be obliged when the occasion comes. 

Tht Hofi’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: I am 
really surprised. I do not know anything about any agreement. I went 
to say my Magreb jirayer and I was informed tliat this would be taken up. 
There was no agreement betw(‘en me and the Hon'ble Speaker. 

With regard to the ohjection uhich ha.^ been raised h\ Dr. Sanyal this 
is his old ad hue ohjection tluit he always raises. That objection is not valid 
at all. In view of section 19 no Bill referred to a Select Committee lapse.s, 
if its time is extended. It is pending in the Hon'lde .Speaker s list. This 
Bill was referred to a Select Committee. The contention of Dr. Sanyal is 
not supported by the rules nor by the Government of India Act. I am very 
sorry that you were taken by surprise. There was no agreement and the 
Hon ‘hie Speaker never told me anything that it liad been passed over. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The fact i.s that it wa.s passed over by the 
Speaker. 1 was told to follow the items as usual and I did it. I do not 
know of any agreement. 1 do not know whether any point of order was 
raised. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: 1 never said that there was any agree- 
ment between myself and the Government. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, order. I am on my legs. I sent 
a slip to the Speaker and I have received instructions from him that I should 
continue us usual and not deal with items 111, IV, V. VI, VII, VIII, 
VI II A and VIIIB. So it is not for me to take up those items. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: It is really .surprising tliat Dr. Sanyal tried 
to create an impression in this House that the Government went back on 
their agreement. (Dr. N.vun.\ksha Saxyal: I never said that.) Perhaps 
there was an agreement between the Hon’ble Speaker and Dr. Sanyal. As 
a matter of fact, there was no agreement between the Hon’ble Speaker and 
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the House. I think, Sir, it was not fair to us to say that the Hoii*ble 
Speaker had passed over these items without the knowledge or consent of 
the House. But that is another matter altogether. I make it absolutely 
clear that there was no agreement either l>etween the Hon’ hie Speaker and 
the House or between the Hon’ hie Speaker and the tfovernment. If the 
Hon’ble Speaker had passed over 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: At the request ot the Hon’ble Chief 
Minister. 


Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAM: Apart from that 1 have no objection to thia 
being passed over if that was the wish of the Hon'ble Speaker. We do not 
press that you should be required to give a ruling at this stage. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: We will now tiiko u|) iloni XXV. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Sir, I beg to move 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: In two (dher eases 1 have not allowed any 
other member to nrnve the m<»tion in the absema* of tin* person in whose 
name the motion stands. 

t Passed over.) 


The Bengal Fisheries Bill» 1943. 

Mr. MD. ABDUL HAKIM VIKRAMPURI: Sir, I heg to move that 
the Bengal Fisheries Bill, ll>4d, be referred to a Select Committee consisting 
of — 

(1 I tbe Hon’ble Mlnl^te^ in charge of ibe Revenue IVpartment, 

(*2) Mr. Abdul Karim, 

(d» Khan Bahadur Aulad H<m.Hain Khan, 

(4) Mr, Ynsuf Ali (’bowdhury, 

(o) Khun Bahadur Abdul Wabab Khan, 

((») Kazi Abul Musud, 

(7> Rai Sahib Anukul Chandra Das, 

(8) Mr. Monornohan Da.s, 

(9) Mr. Upendra Nath Edbar, 

(10) Mr. Dhananjoy Roy, 

(11) Mr. D. Gladding, 

(12) Mr. J. W. Chippendale, 

(13) Dr. Naliiiakshu Sanyal, 

(14) Mr. Surendra Nath Bisw^as, 

(15) Maulana Maniruzzaman Islamabadi, and 

(16) Mr. Md. Abdul Hakim Vikrainpuri (the mover), 

w'ith instructions to .submit their report by June 30, 1044, the number of 
membets forming the quorum being five. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: U there any objection? 

Tht Hoil’IMn Mr. TARAK NATH MUKER4EAI Government has no 
objection in accepting this motion. 
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The motion of Mr. Md. Abdul Hakim Yikrampuri that the Bengal 
J^isherieH Bill, 1943, be referred to a Select Committee consisting of — 

(1) the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Revenue Department, 

(2) Mr. Abdul Karim, 

(3) Khan Bahadur Aulad Hossain Khan, 

(4) Mr. Yusuf Ali Chowdhury, 

(n) Khan Bahadur Abdul Wahab Khan, 

((J) Kazi Abul Masud, 

(7) Rjii Saliil) Anukul ('handra Das, 

(8; Mr. Monoinohaii Das, 

(b) Mr. rpendra Nath Edbar, 

■^10) Mr. Dhananjoy Roy, 

(11) Mr. D. Gladding, 

(l!i) Mr. J. W. (’hipj)etidale, 

(Id) Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal, 

(14) Mr. Surendra Nath Bi.swaH, 

(Id) Maulana Mauiruzzaman Ihlamabadi, and 

(lb) Mr. Md. Abdul Hakim Vikrampuri (the mover). 

with iuhtructions to submit their report by dune d(l, lb44, the number of 
jnembers forming tlie (piorum b»*ing five was then put ami agreeil to. 

The Bengal Village Self-Government (Amendment) Bill, 1941. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ; Sif. I b(»g to move tliat the Bengal 
Village Self-Government (Amendment) Ibll, lb41. be ((uitinued under tlie 
proviso to rule lb(.i^) of the Bengal Iiegislati\e Assenibl\ Ib'ocedure Rules. 

The motion ^as then jmt and agre<*d to. 

The Bengal Alienation of Agricultural Land Bill, 1944. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ; Sir. I beg to move t<ir leave to introduce 
the Bengal Alienation of Agricultural Land Bill, 1944. 

(The Secn*tar\ then lead out the slant title ot the Bill.) 

^ Adjournment. 

The House was then udjourne<l at p.m. till d-3() p.m. on Monday, 

4he bill March, 1944, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proeeedmgt of the Bengal Legielative AMemblg aasenUed under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act» 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Mondsiy, the 
6th March, 1944, at 3-30 p.m. 

Preesnt: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hoirble Mr. Syed Nausher Ali) in the Chair, 13 
Hon’ble Ministers and members. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Expenditure for pump irrigation sdiemes. 

M45. Maharaja SRI99HANORA NANOY, of Cossimbaiars Will the 
Hon’bie Minister in charge of Communications and Works Department be 
pleased to state — 

(a) (i) the number of, and 

{ti) the sites selected ff»r the })ump irrigation schemes undertaken by 
the (yovernment un the advice of Sir William Stamjje; 

{b) capital expenditure incurred for each scheme, including the expenses 
incurred for Diesel oil-<iriven pumping sets; 

to estimate of approximate additional crop outturn from the lands 
improved by each scheme ; and 

id) recurring expenditure likely to be incurred for each scheme ^ 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR (on behalf of the HorPMo Mr. Barada 
Prasanna Pain)S Uii io Iwo. Site for another is under consideration. 

(ii) One at Khosaghata near Chuadanga, district Nadia. A second at 
Maharajpur near Kumarganj, district Malda. 

(6) Each scheme will entail initial capital exiwnditure of approximately 
Ils.26,500. 

(c) Detailed information is not yet available, but as a conservation esti- 
mate the crop yield will be increased by at least 80 per cent. 

{d) R«.4,000 approximately per annum. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon ble Minister lie 
pleased to state the exact jdace where this scheme will be given effect to in 
the district of Malda P 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR. The exact place is given here It 
is near Kumarganj. 

Mr. NIBHITHA NATH KUNDU: Malda is a big district. We want 
to know the exact place. 

^^^L CHANDRA KUMAR: Kumarganj is a railway station on 
Godagari-Katihar section. 

21 
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Dr. ABDUL IMTALEB MALIK: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state where Khosaghata is situated ? 

Mr, ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Khosaghata is situated near 
Chuadanga. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Under which thana? 

Mr, ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: A member coming from Nadia knows 
better than I do. 

Mr. BA8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what is the distance between the village of the Parliamentary 
Secretary, Mr. Atul Chandra Kumar, and the place where this pump has 
been fitted? 

Mr, ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: It is fortunately only eight miles. 

Progntt of irrigatiofi sohome by pumping recommondod by 8ir Wtiiiam 

8Umpo. 

*146. Mr. M, A. F, HIRTZEL: (a) With reference to his reply to starred 
question No. 75 on the 28th September, 1943, will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Communications and Works Department be pleased to state — 

(i) what progress has been made with the exploratory work to test the 
feasibility of irrigation by pumping as recommended by Sir 
William Stampe; 

(n) whether the search for three suitable sites has been completed ; 

(lit.) if so, what are the sites; 

(iv) what progress has been made with the twelve irrigation schemes 

approved by Sir William Stampe and in respect of which the 
Government of India have sanctioned a 50 per cent, contribution; 
and 

(v) what is the position of five more schemes referred to in the reply to 

starred question No. 75, on 28th September, 1943, as having been 
submitted for approval? 

(5) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to give particulars of the 
twelve schemes referred to as approved and sanctioned and the five more 
schemes submitted for approval? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR (on iMhalf of tlio Hon*blo Mr. Bamda 
FriMnna Pain): {a) {i) TW’O sites for starting pump irrigation have been 
selecteil and the nei'essary plants purcahsed. These are now leing installed 
and irrigation is expected to start next month. 

(h) Two sites, as stated, have been selected; a third site is under 
oonsideration. 

(Hi) The sites already selected are at Khosaghata near Chuadanga, 
district Nadia, and Maharajpur near Kumarganj, district Malda. 

iw) and (bX A statement is laid on the Table. 
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(jO) (r) The five schemes referred to have since been approved, and the 
Government of India have sanctioned 50 per cent, contribution for each 
of them. 

Statement referred fa tn reply to clmtsef (a) (iv) and [h) of siarred question 

.Vo. m. 

Emergency irrigation scheme.^^ in furtherance of the Food Production drive 
approved by Sir William Stanipe, the Irrigation Adviser to the (iovern* 
ment of India, for the execution of which the (Government of India 
have sanctioned 5(1 per cent, of their estimated cost. 


Name of «c hemes. 

EiHtimate<l 

cost. 

Prtiliable 
expenditure 
during 
1943 44. 

Proliable 

expenditura 

during 

1944-45. 


Hrt. 

Us. 

Rs. 

1. Improvement of the Oomai Mardan Bit, polii'c- 
station Hathar.an. ('hittagong. 

24.8HS 

lO.(HK) 

16.000 

2. Barabil Drainage Scheme in the diwtriot of Mur- 
Hhidalmd.* 

IH.OHI 



3. Khuiramari Bil Drainage Scheme in the 
ihslnot of Mur8hi<!aha<l 

19,921 

4.0(KJ 

16,000 

4. Excavation of a drainngt' channel from Aulia* 
pur Bcuia to the Peali river in the diatrict of 
24-PargHiuu* t 

1,57.114 

7U,0<H> 

90,000 

5. Clialiiida-daina Project, pohce-Mtation Bon- 
gaon, diHtnct Jetieore.f 

2H,(KM> 

1 

12,(KK> 1 

i 

16,000 

6. Conatructing marginal emtmnkment and 
ref^iainng the old bund along the No we*' Khal 
in Chandpur Union, durtnet 24 ParganaM.-t 

3,5(M> 

i 

.3.600 


7. Re-ex<'avation of the Durgnpur Babla Khal in 
the district of Bakarganj.f 

26,343 

8, (KM) 

I8.000 

8. Silt clearance of the Bralimondia Khal. police- 
station Babuganj in the district of Bakar 

g*njt 

14.164 

6,000 

9,000 

f. Re^excavation of the Kharia nver in poliee- 
station Phulpur in the district of Mymen- 
singh.f 

30.731 

9,(KH> 

22,000 

10. Scheme for draining the Site Bita Bil in fTiua- 
danga subdivision in the district of NfMlia.f 

57.833 

3H.0(K) 

20,000 

11, Scheme for tlie improvement of the (’hiroha 
Panchulia Bil in Ja>^urhst thana, district 
Bogra.t 

61,354 

10,000 

61,000 

12. Excavation of a channel for draining tlie Taki- 
pur mmuta in the district of Khulna f 

3.164 

l.OOi} 

2,200 


*llie worlt hM been completed. Information reg»jrdiDg the actual expenditure incurred 
ia not readily available. 

fWork on ibe achemea baa been aterted. Preliminary arrangement for starting work 
on tlie letnaimng ackatnes m being made. 
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Name of BchenuM. 


Probable 

expenditure 

during 

1943.44. 

Probable 
expeaditttie 
during 
1944 45. 


Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

IS. Re-excavation of the eilted-up portion of the 
Bholbhola Khal, police -atation Feni, district 
Noakhali. 

4,596 

2,000 

2,600 

H. Kachikata Bil Scheme, police-station Mono- 
liardi, district Dacea.f 

15,600 

4,000 

12,000 

IS. Hilt clearanoi^ of the Kharaikhali Khal in the 
villagr‘*» of Kharaikhali and Qazalia, district 
Khulna. t 

19,863 

6,000 

14.000 

16. Re-excavation of the Basail Khal, police- 
•iatiun Goumadi, district Bakarganj.f 

66.052 

12,000 

63,000 

|7. (’onstructing a low earthen bund round Dhopa 
Bil in motaos Karara and Nasirmunshi in the 
district of Mymensingh, 

22,791 

7,000 

16,800 


fWork on tho »cheme« has been iitart4»d. Preliminary* arraugtMnont for starting work 
•n the remaining Bchonins is beuig made. 


Or. ABOUL MOTALEB MALIK: Will tho Ron ’Mo Minister bo pleased 
to state how these sites were selected — who selected these sites? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Site's wore sflcctoil h\ oxjierts anil 
approved by Sir William Stampe, 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Will the Ron’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether publie opinion was taken into consideration in selectinjif 
these sites? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Sites that have been selected have 
been welcomed by the public of the locality. 

8]. NARENDRA NATH DAB GUPTA: What are the main condi- 
tions and reasons for which these sites were specially selected? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Because they were considered by the 
•xperts to be more suitable. 

Oiitribution of paddy soodt, otc.i in Pabna diatriot 

*147. Miulvi AZHAR ALI: (a) Will the Hon'ble Minister in charge 
•f the Agriculture Department be pleased to state — 

(i) what quantity of — 

(1) a%u, and 

( 2 ) aTtian 

paddy seed was allotted for the Pabna district during the last 
sowing season of IW3 ; and ** 

(it) the rate of price of each kind charged from the cultivators P 

<6) Is it a fact that — 

(i) no otM paddy seed was available in the district agriculture office 
while sowing commenced at Pabna ; 

(it) no aman paddy seed was given at all ; and 

(iii) the small quantity of mu seeds sold to the cultivators at Bs.16 per 
maund did not germinate? 
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(c) Is it a fact that no potato seed was given to Pabna for distHbatiaft 
last time ? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the quantity of gram 
and mustard seeds that were given to the Pabna district last year? 

* MINISTER in charge of the AGRICULTURE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon^bie Khan Bhadur Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hoeain): (<]) (i) (i) :2,(X)0 
maunds. 

(2) 4,000 maunds. 

(it) For aus seed — R8.12 per maund. 

For avmji seed — R8.2() in cash per maund or maunds of grain 
for each maund taken as loan. 

(h) No. 

Actually 2,097 maunds of mi.t and 4,122 maunds of aman seed were distri* 
buted. The seed was subjected to the germination test and only seed of 
good quality was distributed. 

(c) Yes. There was no demand. 

(d) Qram seed — 438 maunds. 

Mustard seed — 244 maunds. 

Babu MADHUSUDAN 8ARKARS With reference to answer (a) (t) (J) 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether it is a fact that there 
was more demand toi .s(‘eds Irom the side of (he agriculturists, but no seeds 
were given to them? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Satyed MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Yes, the demand wa^ much more than what was actually distributed there. 
It wa.s inipo^.sible to meet tiie entire demand. 

Dri ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be pb'ased 
to slate the time (d sowing iint paddy and the time when .seeds reacheil the 
district? 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur 8aiyed MUAUAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

The sowing of ans paddy commemes from the months of A])ril and May 
generaFly and in some places it goes even to the middle of June and distri- 
bution of seeds was made in the month of May and jiart of June. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Will the Hon'ble Minister consider 
the desirability ot enquiring wliether seed,*, actually ariive«l in the diNtiici 
when the sowing season was over? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8aiyed MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Seeds were there; they were jmrchased from the locality and distributed 

there. 

Mr. A. M. ABDUL HAMID: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleaserl to 
state if it is a fact that no seed was available in the Iwulity and there was 
no distribution of seeds? 

The Ron’ble Khan Bahadur Saiyed MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

In most cases, seeds were purchased from the district where they were 
distributed. 

Mr. ASHUTOiH LAHIRI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state what Was the total demand from cultivators for aut and ctman paddy? 
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TIM Hon’Mt Khifi Bahaifcir Saiyad MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

There is no figure showing what the exact quota was, but the demand was 
Tery great. In fact, we could not meet even 25 per cent, of the demand. 

Mr. ABUL HBSAIN AHMEDs Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether seeds supplied in many c^es were useless and were not goqd 
seeds? 

Th# Hofi’Ma Khan Bahadur Saiyad MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

In some cases they were found to be of bad quality. 

S). NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the reason why in spite of insistent and increased demand 
from the side of the peasants there were no proper arrangements to supply 
them with seeds? 

Tha Hon^bla Khan Bahadur Saiyad MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

The demand for arrum seeds alone was so great that if all the demands were 
to be met, it Woud cost Government Rs. 52 crores which is impossible for 
any Government to meet and so we had only to give to those who were 
absolutely in need and who were the poorest^ — those people only were 
supplied. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether adequate arrangements have been made to meet increased 
demands this year? 

Tha Hon'bla Khan Bahadur Saiyad MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

This year the demand is not very great — rather it has decreased. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Will the Hou’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether the same opinion holds good regarding those districts where 
the (lus crop is the main crop? 

Tha Han’bla Khan Bahadur Saiyad MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Yes, the Government policy is not to supply seeds in any area unless there 
has been a failure of crops. In the areas where there has been a failure of 
crops, Government tries to meet the demands of the needy people. 

Sugarcane cultivation in Pabna diatrioL 

•14S. MauIvi AZHAR ALI: <a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Agriculture Department Im? pleased to state if it is a fact that there has 
been a total failure of sugarcane this year in the district of Pabna? 

(5) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that no sugarcane cultivation is 
possible for the present year for want of sugarcane cutting (seedling 
purpose) ? 

(c) If the answers to (a) and (6) are in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(t) what is the cause of this failure, and 

(it) what arrangement is being made for supply of sugarcane cuttings 
for the cultivation of this crop in the district ? 

Th# Hoii’blu Khan Bahadur Saiyad MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAINt (a) No. 

The outturn has, however, been below the normal due to eerious dintage 
caused by inse^t^pests and unfavourable weather conditions. 
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0) Out of a total allotment of 6,260 maunds of cuttings for the district, 
approximately 3,936 maunds were distributed up to the 15th February, 1944. 

(0) Does not arise. 

Babll MADHUSUDAN 8ARKAR: With reference to reply (a) that the 
outturn has, however, been below the normal, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what is the source of this information of Government? 

The Hofi’Me Khan Bahadur Baiyed MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAINs 

That is the report of the Director of Agriculture. 

Mr. A8HUT08H LAHIRI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state the total outturn in the previous year? 

Tha Hon’bla Khan Bahadur Baiyad MUAXZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

I want notice. 

Babu MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware of 
the fact that almost all over the district sugarcane was damaged by ins€WJts? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Baiyed MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

It ivS down there already in the reply. It ha.s been affected by in.Hect-p<»st» 

and unfavourable weather ronditions. 

Fallow and ouiturable waste lands in Bengal, 

M48. Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, el Coseimbacan Will the 
Hoo’ble -Minister in charge of the Agriculture Department be pleased to 
state — 

the total area of lands in Bengal classified as — 

(t) fallow, and 

til) culturable waste other than fallow; 

(6) the total urea ot ugri(‘ulturul land in Bengal occupied by the military 
authorities and rendered unavailable for agricultural purposes; 
and 

(c) the total area of “fallow” and “culturable” waste other than 
“fallow” lands brought under effective cultivation, since the 
“Grow More Food Drive” was undertaken by the Government? 

The Hon’bis Khan Bahadur Baiyed MUAZZAMUDDIN HOBAIN: 

(a) According to Settlement Final llefKuts — 

(1) the total area of laud in Bengal (excluding Darjeeling and the 

Chittagong Hill Tracts) cla-ssificd as current fallow is approxi- 
mately 1,341,313 acre.s and that of land classified as old fallow 
in approximately 1,929,110 acre.s; and 
(ti) the total area of cultivable waste land in Bengal (excluding the 
C^ittagt>ng Hill Tracts) is 37*25 lakhs of acres. 

These figures were actually collected by a plot to plot survey, but in view 
of the fact that in most rases they were collecte<l many years ago and that 
no revisional settlement has l^n undertaken except in isolated areas, they 
are now out of date. 

For fhe Season and Crop Reports, the Director bf Agriculture has, on 
the basis of information supplied bj' District Officers, adopted much lower 
Bgiures. vix. : — 

(t) Fallow — 4,618,000 acres. 

(ft) Cultivable waste — 900,000 acres other than fallow. 
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It it feared these figures, not being based on a plot to plot survey, are 
probably guess work. 

(6) and (c) The information is not readily available and cannot be 
collected except by making an enquiry which will involve an expenditure of 
time, money and labour which will not be commensurate with the benefit 
likely to be achieved. 

Mr. iURENORA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased to state whether he means to say that after the ‘‘Orow More Food’^ 
campaign has been started, Government has kept no information about areas 
of fallow and rulturable waste which have been put under cultivation? 

The Hon'bio Khtn Bahadur Saiyed MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 
Government had no staff and up till now' Government have no staff, but 
presently a development staff has been appointed. 1 hope in future Govern- 
ment will be able to give exact figures of wovste lands reclaimed. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 

pleased to state whether Government has got any information as to any 
area of fallow and culturable waste lands being put under cultivation under 
the “Grow More Food" campaign? 

The Hon’ble Khtn Bahedur Satyad MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Government has no information except the report (»f the Director of 

Agriculture. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ 1)1 e Minister be jileased 
to tell us whether the lauds which have been occupied by the military have 
been acquired under the I /and A(‘quisition A< t and records have been kept 
in the Government office? 

The Hon’Mc Khan Bahadur Saiyed MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

No; everywhere lands have not been aciiuired under tin* I«ui<l Acquisition 
Act. In most cases they were reijuisitioiUMl. In some }>]aces they were 
acquired under the I/and Ar(|uisition Act. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon'ble Minister he pleased 
to state whether any lecords have been kept in the Government office? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Saiyed MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

I cannot say that. It is for the Keveuue Department to answer. 

Maulirt AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether after the “Grow More Food” drive all the fallow and 
culturable lands will be put under cultivation during 11144^0? 

The Hon’hle Khan Bahadur Saiyed MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

It is not possible to reclaim the entire waste lands in one year, but every 
attempt will be made to reclaim as much as possible. 

MauIvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: With reference to answer (6) and 
(c) will the Hon’ble Minister l>e pleased to state whether any W'heme has 
beeu^made to ascertain the total area of agricultural land occupied by the 
military authorities? 

Tha Hon’hia Khan Bahadur Saiy^l MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Some attempt bas been made, but it is kept as a military secret and cannot 
be disclosed. 
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Manlvi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state in view of the answer he has priven if he has prot any definite scheme 
of ‘‘Grow More Food” (ampaiprn, so that lands which are fallow and cultur- 
able can be brought under cultivation within a limited nuniber of years P 

m Hon*lil§ Khtn Bahadur Myad MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAINt 

So long* we had no scheme. We are just going to have schemes because so 
long we had no staff to prepare such schemes. 

Khan Bahadur ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: With reference to answer 
(^i) (li and (li) will the ITon’hle Minister consider the de.sirability of starting 
surveys of all kinds of waste lands with a view to reclaim and bring them 
under cultivation within a very short time? 

The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur Seiyed MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAINt 

The development officers would he entrusted with the work of finding out 
different waste lands whi(b are possible of (ultivution within a short time 
and at a reasonable cost. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: With reference to answer {b) will 
the Hon ’hie Minister he pleased to tell us if he eiupiircd of the Revenue 
Department for replying to this ([uestion when he gi»t notice of this tpieslionP 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Saiyed MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAINt 

Not with retcreme to thI^ iiuestion, hut 1 hud comiiiunicatious uith the 
Revenue Minister reguiding this and I euine know that it was a military 
secret; s(.> it (’uuiiot he given out 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the llon’hle Minister ])leased 
to stat<* h(rtv niiK li ot the falh»w and eulturuhle \\ usle lands haye been 
brought under (ultivation last .year? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Saiyed MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAINt 

That is not pos^ihlf to say. As 1 have said, we hud not got any staff to 
collc< t any statistus id that kind. 

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 
(Answers to which were laid on the table) 

Supply Of foodstuffs to poople at ohsaper rats. 

63. Mr. PRATUL CHANDRA CANCULI: (a) Will the Hon’lde 
Minister in charge of the Civil Supplies Department be pleased to state 
whether any arrangements have been made for supply of adequate foodstuff 
and other essentials of life to the whole people of Bengal at cheaper rates 
within the purchasing capacity of the poor? 

(b) If the answer to (a) i.s in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the reasons therefor? # 

MINISTER in ohargo of the CIVIL SUPPLIES DEPARTMENT (Oi# 
Hon’Me Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy): Stejw have been taken as far as fMissible 
to check the rise of prices and to ensure that ftmdstuffs are available to all 
people at reasonable pric€*s. 

Mr. tURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon^le Minister bo 
pleased to state whether Government has considered or is considering any 
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scheme for supplying foodstulEs at cheaper rates to poorer people to whom 
prevailing price is prohibitive or outside their capacity? 

Ths Hon^Ms Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Yes, it has considered and is 
considering. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister b^ 
pleased to give an outline of the scheme that the Government is considering 
to adopt in order to give relief to the poor class in the way suggested? 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: 1 submit, Sir, not at that 
stage. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU* With reference to the ansrwer that 
steps have l>een taken as far as possible to check the rise of prices will the 
Hon*ble Minister l)e pleased to tell us the prices in difterent districts to 
show how far Government have been successful in their steps to check the 
rise of prices? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Khwi BidtMhir ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: AVi 11 the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what steps Goveriiineiit propose to take or have taken to 
ensure? that foodstiifts arc available to all pt*ople in deficit outlying 
mufassal areas? 

SPEAKER. That question does not arise. “Deficit outlying 
area** is a different thing. “AH’ in the answer includes the i>oor people of 
mufassal also. 

Khan Bahadur ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Sir, there fire more poor 
people in mufassal tliun in the url>an areas. My (juestit)!! is. what are the 
•teps that have been taken to ensure that foodstuffs are available to all poor 
people in rural areas in Bengal. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is in the question and the answer is given to that 
question. \ ou are now bringing in the que.stion of deficit outlying areas. 
Thai (luestion does not arise at all. 

Khan BMiadur ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Sir. my question is what steps 
have l>ccn taken to ensure that foodstuffs are available to people in rural 
areas in Bengal. 

Mr. SPEAKER: He has already given that answer. 

Khan Bahadur ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Will the Rou ble Minister 
be pleased to state what steps have Wen taken to ensure that iWlstuffs are 
available to poorer people in the mufassal areas? 

The Hon*ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: T am sure the honourable 
member is aware of .something which is known as the Procurement 

Scheme of the (Government of Bengal, and secondbk', the honourable member 
is also aware that we are sending fotidgrains from Calcutta to various stations 
and also sending foodgraius from wherever we can procure them to areas 
in need of them. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister kindly 
tell U8 what does he mean when he says “at reasonabie prices”? 

Mn SPEAKER: You want an explanation of the expression 
**rea«onab^” P 
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Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNOU: Tes. Sir. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Reavsonable as opjwsed to unreason- 
able. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon^le Minister be 
pleased to state whether Government is considering the necessity of keeping 
stocks of paddy and rice in each union for supplying the same to the poor 
people at cheaper rate? 

The Hofi’hle Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: I do not think it will be 

necessarv to do so. I do not wish to he drawn into a rliscussi«>n on the 
entire scheme of distribution that we are training, but if my friend wants 
me to answer his question I may say that I do not think it will l>e necessary 
to keep stocks in each union. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Will the Horrble Minister be 
plea^ed to .state whether Government have arrived at any approximate 
standard a.s being the standard of reasonableness ^ 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think he has already an.wered that question. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon ’hie Minister he 
pleaseil to state whether he is prepareil to a.ssure the poorer people that they 
will get rice and paddy in their union at cheaj>er ratesy 

Mr. SPEAKER: The (question IS very vague. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: The Hou'hle Minister ^^i[\ not give 
out the scheme 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is another matter. Will you make ymir supple- 
mentary question clear? 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: 1 Mhali make it as clear as day- 
light Will the Iloirhle Minister he pleased to state whether he cun assure 
the [>oorer peojih* of this [uovince that paddy and rice will l>e sujiplied to 
them at rates within their purchasing capacity? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does aot uri.se. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: It arises, Sir, in this wav 

Mr. SPEAKER: You want an assurame and that ih a dillenTit thing. 

Khan Bahadur ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Jn view o{ the transport 
difficulties, will the Government consider the desirahihty of establishing 
visible stocks in rural outlying areas to create confidem e in the minds of the 
people from now? 

Tha HoiPMa Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: 1 <‘aniiot see how it arises 
out of this question. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have not lieen able to hear you. 

Khan Bahadur ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: The Hon’ble Minister said 
that he wa« sending rice. In view of the well-known transport difficuUiei, 
will the Government consider the desirability" of establiHhing visible stockii 
and godowns in outlying rural areas from now to create confidente in tha 
minds of the people? 

Tha HaiPhIa Mr. H. B. BUHRAWAROY: I again submit that H does 
not arise. That is part of the scheme which I hare placed on tha floor 
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of the House time and again that it is the policy of the Government to 
move foodgrains to deficit districts and to put the same in godowns all over 
the province. 

Mft CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Sir, the main question has not been 
answered, 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is another matter. You are again discussing. 
Will you kindly resume y(»ur seat for a moment? 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: It is my right to draw your attention 
to the fact that the main question has not been answered. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have seen the question and I have seen the answer. 
I have also followed the supplementary questions. The whole point is that 
the question itself is vague and the answer also is of a vague nature. It 
speaks of steps being taken for supplying foodstuffs to the poor people 
within their purchasing capacity, so many vague and indefinite things. If 
you want to discuss them y(»u can do so for days together. That is not 
jjermissihle in a supplementary (juestion. To<Iay you ( an put a question and 
if you are not satisfied with the answer there is the Supplemental*}^ Budget 
discussion in which you can raise that point. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: AVill the Hon’hle Minister be 
pleased to state what arrangements are being made for supply of adequate 
foodstuffs and other essential supplies to the poorer people at cheaper rates 
within the purchasing capacity of the poor or Government is not considering 
the (juestion of making any such arrangement? 

The Hon’IHe Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: The answer is there. 

Rtquisition of fuel wood by 8ubdivi8ional Offloer of Vishnupur in Bankura 

district. 

88. Mr. KAMAL KRI8HNA ROY: (o) Is the Hon'ble Minister in 
charge of the Civil Supplies Depiirtment aware that — 

(/) the Subdivisumal Gthcer of Vishnupur in the district of Bankura 
seized, under Defence of India Rules, the stock of fuel wood of 
Srijuts Ramoni Mohan Mohapatra and Gokul Chandra Singha; 
and 

(f'O he compelled them to give over their stock to the proprietor of 
Vishnupur Rice and Oil Mills at a price considerably lower than 
the market rate? 

(h) If the answer to (d'l is in the affirmative, will the Hon’hle Minister 
be pleased to state the reason for the actions of the Suhdivisional Officer 
referred to in (a)? 

(c) If the answer to («) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to consider the desirability of holding an enquiry into the matter? 

Tht Hon'blt Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: (a) (i) Yes, a portion of 
their gUK^ks of fuel was requisitioned to keep the local mills employed in 
hmdktttg Government paddy in order to supply rice to cheap grain shops 
ineant for the public. 

(n) It is not a fact that they were compelled to sell at below the market 

rate. 





NON-AVAILABILITY OF RICE. 


331 


(h) Does not arise. 

(o) There appear to be no grounds for any further enquiry into the 
matter. 

ilf« KAMAL KRISHNA ROY: With reference to answer (o) (»)» will 
jbhe Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state whether he is aware of the fact 
that fuel is supplied only to the mills favoured by the Subdivisional Officer 
in question and not any other local mills? 

Mf. ABDULLA-AL MAH MOOD: That wus the mill which was convert- 
ing Government paddy into rice. 

Mr. KAMAL KRISHNA ROY: But the answer is that local mills are 
supplied with fuel to keep them going. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: That particular mill wanted fuel 
which was supplied. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Will the Hon'hle Minister be pleased 
to state whether adequate price was paid to that firm? 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Yes. at the nmrkit rate 

Mr. KAMAL KRISHNA ROY: With reference to (a) {li), will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what actual steps have been taken to 
ascertain whether it is a fact or not that they were compelled to sell at a 
lower rate? 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Tlic-e ^-cntlcmcit were asked to 
supply the fuel and tliey gladly gave their fut*l to the rice mill. 

Srijut MANINDRA BHU8AN 8INHA: What is vour source of 
information? 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: ( iov erniiu'ut agency. 

Mr. KAMAL KRISHNA ROY: In view lA the answer just given will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to go there and investigate into the matter 
and find out whether it is a fact or not that not imly a portion of the fuel 
was taken but all the fuel was taken and at a lower rate? 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: tor the quantity id fuel that 

wa.s taken the price was paid at the market rate and so (Jovernment do not 
see anv necessity to go tf» th<* localits to make an enquiry. 

Noivavailaliility of rioo in a ration tho|i. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: May 1 at this stage mention a matter, 
Sir? Now that the Hon’ble Minister for Civil Supplies is here, I want 
to draw his particular attention to a very serious situation that has arisen at 
a Government ration shop at Manshatala l>ane, Kidderpore. Since 
Thursday last there is not a particle ot rice available there during Thursday, 
Friday, Saturday, and today. I have made personal enquiries and have 
come to know that no rice has been sent to that shop at all during these 
days. That shop, I am tohl, has got 2,5fK) registered customers. I am 
drawing the attention of the Hon ’hie Minister to this case as such a situation 
might arise elsewhere also. This locality is very thickly fwpulated by 
Bengalis. I invite his attention to this matter so that such lapses may not 
recur in future. 
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Tht Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDYs May 1 say one thing with 

regard to this, Sir? It appears that the honourable member has been in 
possession of this fact for the last four or five days 

Mr. 8ANT0SH KUMAR BASUs No; I got the information only 
yesterday. 

The Hotl’IHa Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: 1 can assure the honourable 

member that any such matter brought to my notice with be dealt with 
immediately. 

General Dieoueston on the 8ii|iplenientary Budget EetHnatee. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, we rise to discuss 
generally the supplementary estimates presented to this House a few days 
ago. On a previous occasion when the main budget estimate for 1943-44 
was presented, we found it difficult to express in adequate terms the budget 
that was prepared by the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Bengal’s finances. 
But so far as the supplementary budget estimate is concerned, we find little 
difficulty in finding a suitable nomenclature: it is simply “ 

CSV I • We had an original budget for only about 25 crores of 

rupees and this budget coveis more .than 3() crores and it covers as many 
as 20 demands, and more. It has been said by the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge that the Government of Bengal had little knowledge of the actual 
amount that would be involved at the time when the original budget esti- 
mate for 1943-44 was passed by this House and therefore he could not give 

any indication to the House of the liabilities that we were then carrying. 

I submit, Sir, that it does not redound to the credit of the Finance 
Department over which the Hon’ble Minister presides to say that they were 
utterly incapable of estimating the total or even an approximate amount 
that would he needed which, they knew towards the latter part of the year, 
was going to be in the neighbourhood of 36 crores. I personally have a 
little better respe<‘.t tor the department and I think the department knew 
very well and as a matter of fact they had schemes already before them 
involving larger expenditure and to say the least, it was a misdirection 
given to the House when the original budget estimates for 1943-44 were 
presented and the House was called upon to vote that demand. The Public 
Act'ounts Committee that sat in November last had recommended that in 
future the Government should see that as soon as or at the earliest possible 
opportunity when the Government came to know that the additional expenses 
were likely U) be incurred, they should come to the House and obtain votes 
on their demands. Sir, I submit that we are passing through emergent 
conditions and grave emergencies required grave and bold steps. The un- 
precedented emergency that this province had passed through required an 
unprecedented measure. But, Sir, when large expenses from public funds 
are to be made it is only fair that there should be a proper machinery 
immediately set up to see that in the name of emergency wasteful expendi- 
ture may not be incurred. We shall try to place before the House, Sir, 
during the detailed discussions on various grants in the course of these two 
days— today and tomorrow — and later on which particular items of expenses 
in our view have been wasteful. But probably it will not be out of place 
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if I jpdint out a few of them at this stage lor admittedly some of these works 
have been recognised to have been useless and the schemes scrapped. 

The first useless expenditure that was incurred was admittedly in the 
setting up of a Distributing Trades Tribunal. 

MiUlvi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: On a point of order, Sir. Can he raise 
these points in connection with the demand for supplementary grants before 
the motions are moved? 

Mr. SPEAKER: All this is by agreement between your Government 
side and the Opposition ; so, no such question arises. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: 1 want to know, Sir, how long it will 
continue. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL. For one hour. The setting up of the 
Distributing Trades Tribunal wa^ d(u»e under cirouin.'itnnces which are well 
known and at that stage we in the Opposition pointed out the absolute use- 
lessness ot that money. We have thereafter noticed h(*w it has failed to 
have any proper list of distributors in this province determined. The whole 
money has been wasted. I might incidentally mention the charge that the 
Secretary of that Trade.s Tribunal took his wife as his Secretary and 
Personal Assistant and paid her money out of public revenues. These were 
some of the items which in the name of emergency had been allovred to pass 
through the vigilant eyes of the Finance Department. The u]»pointinent of 
Mr. Mclnnes — although personally I have little grievance against him aa 
an individual — was also ultimately found to have failed in his <d>jective. 
Large advances that were given to Messrs. Ispahuni and (\)mpany were at 
this stage considered to l>e necessary and useful for the purywse of maintaiii- 
iug supplies t<» this province. This also was subsequently proved to have 
been utterly useless and even now 1 am informed that some of the alleged 
purchases of the Ispahanis have Ix^en lying n)tting in adjoining provinces in 
the possession of persons other than the Government of Bengal. Similarly, 
Sir, there have been special allowances given to (Jovenmient servants who 
have changed their position from a seat in the Writers’ liuildings to a seat 
at 7, Church liane. Just because they had to be dislodged from Writers’ 
Buildings to Church Lane, they were given additional emoluments. I fail 
to understand what can be the justification for increased emcduments to this 
set of public .servants. I would not multiply these instances hut I would 
only mention two other things, namely, the appointment of one Transport 
Officer, a European again, Mr. McIntosh Whyte, who has been, as we 
apprehended in the beginning and mentioned in the House, utterly a failure 
and it was a thorough waste of public money on him. He knew nothing 
about transport condition and it is a wonder why such men are ever taken 
and his successor also has been a similar booby who knows nothing about 
BengaFs transport condition. The whole tiling is now being successfully 
orgfanised, done and managed by MaJor-(^eneral Wakely and his brilliant 
military staff, and if this is being managed by Major4>eneral and his staff 
what justification can there be to maintain a number of additional whita 
officers who knew nothing and know still nothing about BengaFs transport 
conditions. It is nothing short of sheer patronage. 
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There have also been attempts to whitewash Government action in certain 
directions with the help ol so^alled experts. I am informed, Sir, that 
having failed to justify the statistics of aman and aus crop in this province 
Government had during the last few months entrusted that work to be 
Terified by an eminent Statistician of this province and that Statistician was 
permitted to draw nearly 4^ lakhs of rupees. He submitted a scrappy note 
of about three or four typed sheets — a brilliant contribution after digesting 
4} lakhs of rupees. I understand, Sir, that Government wanted from that 
officer a detailed statement as to the place or places where the work was 
actually undertaken and the number of persons who were entrusted with the 
collection of statistics, but he has refused to submit that report. We want 
to know the details of how that money was spent. 

Sir, the commission allowed to Clearing Agents accounted for large 
amounts and it is common knowledge that the rate permitted to the Clearing 
Agents has been very much beyond what anything in normal trade would 
justify. And last but not least. Sir, the commission that was allowed to a 
few selected European millers of wheat was something stupendous. As you 
might be aware, Sir, there was a great furore in this country — not only in 
Calcutta but also in Delhi — about the disparity between the price of flour 
and wheat products delivered in Bengal and the price at which whtmt was 
•collected from the Punjab. It is surprising, Sir, that although the Civil 
Supplies Department knew all about it, yet they allowed a very large and 
unconscionable rate being levied by a limited numl)er of European firms who 
undertook or were mainly entrusted with the milling of that wheat into 
flour. 

Sir, there have been other instances but I will not detain the House to- 
day with all of them. If occasion arises I am prepared to place all the 
details of such wasteful expenditure before the Houw» in due course. There 
bas been maladministration in the f'ivil Supplies Deimrtment — in almost 
every branch of it. This is largely due to the selection of a certain class 
of officers who eitlier had been old, senile or retired and wlio have been put 
back on the job or who have been selected for considerations other than 
■efficiency. Amongst them are officers, Hindus as well as Mmslims, and there 
is one Deputy Controller of Rationing working with the Controller of 
Rationing about whose conduct the public have grave misgivings. Sir. if 
placing of Til-equipped and incompetent officers and carelessly selected 
assistants and spending lakhs of rupees is the criterion of success, this 
Government’s rationing and food policy has been a success, but I submit 
little relief does come to the people at large out of this. 

Sir, the procedure for delivery of articles even now centinues to be 
cumbersome and extremely annoying. I shall not go into further details 
today. There have been oomplainta about the working of the office of the 
Controller of Rationing but curiously enough there is no machinery, no 
possibility of any complaint being heard by any appellate authority. Once 
one underling officer comes to a decision no hearing is possible either with 
the Deputy Controller of Rationing or with the Controller of Rationing. The 
Controller of Rationing is a thoroughly unapproachable person. Letters, 
submissions or appeals receive no reply. If anybody wante to take the time 
of the Hon’ble Minister, the Hon’ble Minister is patient enough to give a 
hearing, but when he sends that letter back to the department eitlier for 
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further inTestigution or enquiry it goes into the botlomluM pit and ao reply 
can possibly be obtained thereafter. There is no machinery of heaiaag 
complaints and everybody thinks that to hear complaints against any 
Government officer is a sin. 

Sir, I would not like to dilate on other aspects of the pt;esent budget 
estimates, but at this stage. Sir, I feel it my duty to invite the attention of 
this House as well as of others outside to a very sad exhibition of slave 
mentality by the present Vice-Chancellor of the Calcutta l^niversity. It was 
exhibited iu course ot his Convocation Address <lelivered last Saturday. That 
self-appointed leader uf public opinion or rather the nominee of the 
Chancellor iu a most fulsome and disgusting manner voiced an abject 
flattery of the new (rovernor ainl a nauseating appret'iation of the virtues of 
the late (i»>vernor. We have nothing against the personal qualities or 
ability of Mr. R. (i. Casey, our new Governor, but. Sir, there is not one 
Hindu or one Muslim — and I state this on the authority of representative 
Muslim organs and representative Hindu public press — that has not 
expressed his dehnite resentment at the apjwintnieut ol an Australian 
publicman a^s the (lovernor of Bengal. 

Mr. A. F. STARK: On a point of order. Has that anything to do with 
the supplementary budget ? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: It does not arise. 

Mr. A. F. STARK: ( an it 1 >e expungetl Y 

Or. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir. our pre.sent Vice-Chancellor is an 
eminent physician. 1 }>ersonally owe a deep debt of gratitude to him for 
his assi.Mtani-e and helj) in tlie medical direction. T would like to submit to 
him who at one lime at lea^l had .some connection with the Congress and 
who rmw ha.>ks under (dhcial favour to stand up ns a man and look more to 
his protessioii than to jiuhiu aftairs, because for one who would now atill 
look uj> to Mahatma (iandhi and Pandit Jawaharlul Nehru as patrons and 
friends it doe.s not look well that he should give expression to an opinion in 
a manner which is derogatory to national self-respect. 

Sir, I would onl> hojte, and I pre.sunie that I am (iOTTe<*t, that Dr. Hoy’s 
fulsome flattery to the present (jovernor is not actuuied through any 
motive of self-iutere.st with a view to .shut out a Muslim Viee-(‘ffiancellor 
who may Ik* likely to follow him in the course of a few months. 1 hoj>e thaf 
the country will take proi)er note of such irreaponsihle utterances. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Mr, SiKUiker, Sir, I beg leave 
of tbe House to offer a few observations in course of the general discussion 
on tbe supplementary' budget with regard to certain asjxicts of the province, 
namely, food, medicine and i-loth. 

So far as the question of f«M>d is concerned, in sjute of all that has 
been done by the present Governor to gag exjiression of what the (h>vern- 
ment considers to be an adverse opinion, in s[)ite of what is Wing do?ie 
bj' the Government to silence constructive criticism of representative 
people, the fact remain.s that the province is not only not out of the wood yet 
from the effects of the last famine, but it is again getting entagled in tbe 
meshes of another and more devastating one in tbe near future. When 
representatives of the people speak astray which is not convenient or 
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comfortable to the Ministry their opinion is Criticised ae public agitation^ 
but, Sir, that fact remains that people who are criticising the Government 
ip c(mne(!tion with food are exac‘tly those who not only did their duties 
to the public but also did a lot to put the Government itself under obliga* 
tion. The situation was colossal; the magnitude of the sufferings is far 
too big for any Government not to speak of the present Government to 
cope with £rnd it is only expected that Wfore seeking to gag public opinion 
Government show different ways of appreciation of the services 

rendered by different sections of the public. 

Sir, one fact remains undoubtedly clear, and that is this: that today 

in the midst of this season following the harvesting of bumper crop in 

the province the prices show no indication of coming down to any reason- 
able level, although the Hon’ble Minister in answer to a question said 
that Government are taking steps for making rice available at a reason- 
able cost. Government presumably has its own ideas of reasonableness^ 
but even that idea is not disclosed. But we know for ourselves that the 
price which is ruling all over the province today is n(»t only not within 
the reach of iKuir people but also outside the reach of the lower middle 
class who forms the backbone of the society. 

Sir, the “Grow More Food” . campaign remains as ii slogan of the 
Government t)o use on paper and leaflets, hut as a matter of fart may I put 
to the Government this question, namely, whether during 12 months any- 
thing has Wen dotie for imidemcnting the “Grcm- More Food” campaign 
to any reasonable extent. Sir, I am speaking from my own pxj)erience 

in the muftwsal districts- Thousands and thousands of hif^ha^ of land 

we lying waste. The attention of Government has Wen drawn repeatedly 
to the possibility' of utilising these waste lands for fruitful pur]>oses, but 
nothing has been done. 

Sir, in my district again as you know and have heard or have read in 
the newspapers golden crops just on the eve of cultivation are ever>’ year 
inundated by certain floods which take aw»y the food from several 
thousands of people. I had the honour of drawing the attentiun of 
Government to u particular case of inundation, and I asked for petty 
irrigation and construction works to W undertaken to stop the inundation, 
but at a time when the province seeks food most, the heart of Writers' 
Building is not moved to any extent at all. 

Sir, you know Government have talked a lot about distribution of 
seedlings for paddy and other food crops. May I tell you and through you. 
Sir. to the House today that in very few places actually seeds were distri- 
bxited. T may tell you about instances in which Government contraclors 
with the assistance of the Agriculture Department below the very nose 
of the Agricultural Officer advanced money to the agriculturists and 
obtained re<‘eipts for paddy. Sir, money had its utility for some time, 
but money in place of seed is a colossal mo< kery and a huge joke. Would 
you believe me. Sir, that after I had drawn the attention of a District 
Officer to this matter the District Oflfirer far fn>m remedpng the evil, 
far from removing the contractors, far from taking to task the Agricul- 
tural Officer who was conniving at the whole matter gave new contracts to 
^ose contractors and did not do anything in this matter at all. There 
is a big Agriculture Department, *and it is expected that that department 
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would stand by the people in thiet dire need of the hour- But thinini move in 
the old fashion with this new element that distress is ag^a\'uted ten*fold* 

Sir, the question of luaujKiwer and rattle is a paranunint question in 
relation to man, and I am convinced that this Government are not only 
unable to give proper ofH'ning but are even unwilling l>ecause there is no 
initiative. It cannot be denied today that next year a large se<'tion of 
the lands will remain fallow, because abledunlied cultivators am* not avail- 
able and cattle have g(»ne into military' stomach. Sir, may I empiire 
what is the resolution in the mind of GoTernment. The Hon’ble Minister 
for Agriculture the other day in reply a (|nestion said that he was in 
touch with tlie India Government and the India G(»vemmeirt was 
sympathetic. Mere ahstra<‘t touch and mere abstrurt ]>utrouising symj>athy 
are things whi(‘h a<ld insult to the injurv*. What is the prescmt plan of 
this Government and what is the plan the Govcniment propose to place 
before the India Government and the militar\ authorities)^ Sir, I propose 
to give one. I do n(»t know whether it will be appmuated by the Treasury 
Benches. The pres<*nt form of cultivation seems to be a matter of the 
past today, particnilarly when manpower aiul eattlepower are so much at 
a deficit. The onl\ substitute is traeUu machine. We know. Sir. that 
American Towers are .supplying fS’Veral thousands and thioisands of jtH'p 
cars, motor ejirs and otiier mot<fr cars in order to implement military 
equijuuent mi the Ixmlers ot this province. Wc find eviTy day and hour 
how’ thousands and thousands «d cars patrol in the city — I <lo not km^w 
for what reas<*n. Ma\ I ask tlie Bengal (toveniineiit make a reipiisi- 
tion to the (loveriuiieiit ol India Ui ^et a suppl\ I rum America 
ol several hun(lie«l frartor nuM’hinesy It these tractor machineift 
are available then m*t only thousands but millions and millions of acres 
of culturable land which are lying fallow nii<) which will certainly lie 
fallow’ for want of cattle and man pow’er will he brfoight under cultivation 
to the immense- ndief of the people of the province and to the great credit 
of the Government of the day. Even before these tract^irs arrive there 
are these jeep cars which presumably are idle, beiause they are running 
for civil population and on the civil streets. Kepresentutions are worth- 
while l>eing made h\ this (toveninient for re(|uisitioning the use of all 
these jeep cars for the fiurpose of cultivation, for these jeep l ars have got 
tremendous jiower and if ploughs are tacked to them T maintain and I am 
convinced that cultivation can be improved in the cours** of a fortnight. 
After all, the question is whether Government are willing to consider this 
problem^ in a spirit of reality or in a spirit of academic interest to be 
discussed and debated only on the flcH»r of the Tltuiw*. 

In relaticoi to this man-power, may I incidentally ask, if not from the 
political point of view, but from Uie econ<»mic and agricultural point of 
view, will the Government consider or are the Government unable 
consider the question of large release of political prisoners who constitute 
a lot of inan-tmwer now rotting inside the jail)' I am not sfa*aking on 
political prisoners today. I/est my observations might be construed in a 
political spirit, let alone the political prisimers. But what alxoit the 
other prisoners! There are prisoners who are inside the jail for years and 
years together. They are able-bodied people. There have been in the 
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fMt instanceft of releasing prisoners en masse for particular pUjTposes. 
Even if the Government cannot accede to the request of releasing political 
prisoners on account of relief work, may I not expect the Government to 
itand up and take courage in both their hands and release a large number 
ef ordinary prisoners w'ho are able-bodied and who can conveniently plough 
all the fallow lands of this province? After all, why detain prisoners 
who are there for years? Why not release them who have already served 
out more than one year? 

(At this stage the blue light was lit) 

Will you kindly give me an extension of time? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Please go on 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, you know that sentences 
are given not on any fixed principles. One judge gives 5 years for an 
offence, another gives .*1 years and another gives one and a half years for 
the same offence. There is no inflexibility in the standard ot giving 
sentences. If the Government take up the question of these long term 
prisoners with a view to releasing them, they may put theni on the utilitj' 
ef the soil. After all, the province has got U) survive the trials and 
(Tribulations of today. Merely tbe vindication of law and order by putting 
people inside the four walls may be a very' good proposition, but when the 
whole house is on fire you have got to requisition, you have got to mobilise, 
all possible human elements for the rescue of the whole province. Sir, 
may I draw the attention of the ITon’ble Minister to tlie case of non- 
political prisoners? You know Aat they are called They have 

been externed from Calcutta, the metropolis of the ]>rovince. They have 
been practically caught us rats and have been ])iit into prison without 
trial. Some have been there for (\ years and some for 5 years. NoIxhIv 
knows how long they have been there. They are people who might be 
very good soldiers in an independent country and they are nothing but 
ffoondas in this helpless country of ours. So much manpower is wasted 
and tbe Government ought to consider the question of utilising that man- 
power for the solution of the problem of the soil. 

Then coming to the question of medicine, you know, and I venture to 
aubmit that at least four times more people have died of malaria during 
the Iasi distress season than those who died of starvation, because people 
who could not pay for their food died of tdarvation but j)eople who could 
pay for medicine also besides food died because there was no medicine and 
no quinine. With all the power I can command I say that if th^ is one 
man responsible for the murder of so many thousands and thousands of 
people due to malaria it is the present Director of Public Health. This 
Dirw'tor of Public Health had at the beginning no scheme for distribution 
and supply of quinine. He came out with a scheme which was in force 
for only one month and then it was abandoned A new si'heme is being 
taken up every fortnight and the scheme is not at un end. The result is 
that people are not getting quinine and they are dying. Sir, tlu^ first 
•oheme of the Director of Public Health was tiiat in every thana one 
fegtstered medical practitioner should be selected as the agent for distribu- 
tfon of quinjne. The result was that the monopoly trade came into 
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exiltjence. Some regristered practitioners became monopolists and other 
registered practitioners had to wind up their di-sj>eusarie8. Thousaudi 
and thousands of their patients could not get medicine, particular!]^ 
quinine. And what is worse? You know that in the vilU^^x» side it ll 
tjie quack unregistert‘d practitioner who commands ii larger practice than 
the registered practitioner. No arrangement was made, no arrangement 
even now is l>eing made, for supplying ([uinine to the numerous unregistered 
practitioners so that nunuTous patients whom they had to treat did not 
get their quinine. Sir, T know here the military came to the nwue* 
They snatched away the quinine which was lying idle in the Departjuent 
of Civil Supplies and it found its way t(» areas whit'h badly neeiled 
quinine. Even tiwlay (piinine is not distrih\iU‘d properly. It is not 
distributed efticiently and a large nuinlH»r <<t practitioners dtr not gt*l 
quinine. The fiatients are not only suffering hnt they are even dying for 
want of this indispensable medicine. 

Then coming to the question of ch»th, if the province is hungry it 
also naked and I do not find any indi<*ation on tlie part of (iovemnienl 
to remove tlie nake<lness of our brothers and sisters. As patronagt 
Government gave some cloth which they retiuisitioned from their clien* 
tele and thought that it was all that they coiild do. I maintain that thi 
whole province is not full (*f beggars. <^Even the lower middle das* 
families wli(» are in sore nee<l would ratluT purchase their commodity 
than extend their hands to the novernment. What, provi.siou has heeft 
made for them, wlien peojde have t(» pay fancy prices for tlndr hare cloth 
and (loverumcnt have n(»t yet been able to devise or set up any machinery 
by which at the standard price the middle class and the p(M>r iMMiple can 
get course ( Intli ihnnigh their own s!i(»pkeepers in their own loca]it\ ? All 
these observations, I submit, are m»t made in a purely fault-finding spirit 
hut they are made ho that Oovernmeat if they are so minded can take up 
the (juestion and arrive at a solution 

Gne thing there is and that is Govemmt^t have faileil fun<l a mentally 
in enlisting the co-openition of the iion-ofticiul public. There are union 
boards, there are h)cal boards, there are district hoards ami there ar« 
municipalities. Take the help of thefie institutions and have faith in 
them .so that fhev can assist you in your hour of distress. If you do not 
extend your co-ojHTution to the non-<ifKcial organisations you cannot get 
any a.sskstanre frr)m them. I would theref<»re apj>eul to Government ie 
Ctmsider this question of co-ordinating all available rewiurces so that co- 
of>eration and contribution in the cause of this common f»rohlem is forth- 
eoming from all quarters in which lies tlie solution of the problem ; other- 
wise, they will fail in future as they have failed miserably in the past. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK : I 
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Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Mr Dipuiv S]H*aker, Sir. the lagt 
speaker on the Hide opposite broke his utterance with a verj* >f 004 l wish. 
He offered ro-operution and he offered joint effort in the elimination of our 
misery' and distress and yet the constructive crHicisiu he offered d<»eti not 
seem to be constructive in any aspect of it. For instance, the one reuieiiy 
suKfjested by him is t<» run about in American Jeep ('ars and Ui brinK’, 
these days of Lend-Lease, steam tractors run the a^icultural proi'ess of 
this province in a me('hanise«l way. Pwiple have heard of the horrors of 
this mec‘hanisati<»n in Ukrairiian Russia where the ]KK»r peasant did not 
understand mechanisation and he had to be biuigfired into it. The loss in 
dead alone canu* almost P) two to three million buiuun beiujfs. I do not 
understand where construction lies in askinjf the poor peasant of Hengrnl 
to ffive up Ills small holfiinjf. T ulesa and until the whole a^icultuml 
problem of Hen^jal is studied in a scientitic manner ami until we have (fot 
rid of Permanent Jsettlement. even a rec’omnieudataan of this nature seemi 
to be entirely out of place. 

His predecessor, Sir, I take it wuih also eipially cumstruotive in hi* 
remarks. These were vitiate<l by bis usual turn of mind. The Ispuhani 
bofcey has apain Wen trotted out Wfore the Hmifle today, and yet. Sir, with 
the fulleftt sense of responsibility I inform you that the critics of Ispahanis 
outside the privile^re of this House have not yet dared to utter one word of 
the irre.HjH>nsible bnitrjrinjrs that have jarone mi under the protection of the 
privilejre of this House and— what ih more, Sir— when we hump a^inat 
them outside the privilej^e, we are told “this is a party matter and w© make 
political capital out of it, otherwise we know that the house of the Ispahanis 
is an honourable house, the house of Ispahanis is one of the best in the land 
(Mr. Sasaxka Sekhar Sanyal; Question! and— what is still more— busi- 
ness-houses in the same line the bi^rprest- — and I shall not mention their 
Q2imes — have pone to the Ispahanis and have said to them, “Please do 
eomethinp. It is you today; it may be our turn morrow. These pentW 
men are trying to torjiedo, the whole scheme of business in Bonpol.” 

The otheY trend of the mind of that sjieaker. Sir, again reflects c^ms- 
truction in the reverse order. To s^nd up in this House and attack 
officials who cannot defend themselves, to attack officials by their desig- 
nation, of course without mentioning names and yet giving indications 
which leave no doubt alxiut the personality of the officers, is not a<^*ordi«g 
to the rules of parliamentary game. If there is anything wrong, I take it 
that the Opposition understands that the person responsible before thia 
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House is the Minister. If anything is done which is not according to ike 
rules, he has to answer. They will not do that, but they will come and 
wash dirty linen of a "very questionable character and that too in a very 
tattered condition and bring down the reputation of officials. I do not say 
all of them are good but then to lay down the principle that everj^ official 
is this, that and the other is not correct. 

The honourable member who spoke after him again brought back a 
matter on which we gave a decision the other day. He again repeated that 
criticism was being gagged. Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, with my long 
experience of politics I may say that the gagging process is to be seen in 
ite weakest form in this province of ours. Any and everj’ statement on 
matters untrue is allowed to be published by the most generous-bearted 
Chief Minister. If I were in his plac.e, I do iu>t know what I would do. 

Sir, bogies of rice and foodgrains, medicine and cloth have again l>een 
trotted out before the House. Taking advantage of the general chance of 
discussion, they go on repeating ad ru^mcuvx things which they know* to be 
untrue. For instance, tlie honourable member does not know that millions 
and millions and millions of yards of Standard ('loth have (^ome to Bengal. 
Bengal can get its own quota. There are other parts ol India and all the 
mills in India plus all the cotton we grtvw and im]K>rt can prcMiuce a certain 
quantity. No (Government on earth can cbrthe, what he called, a naked 
nation' Those who cannot afford must be sn^iplied fo(Ml, but he and I can 
go about in tattered clothes or can buy clothes as and when we cun maniige 
to buy. How can they lay all this criticism at the d(M»r of the (lovem- 
ment is surprising. And what is more sur]>rising. Sir, is that they seem 
to think that they are the monopolists, as they wer<‘ b<*fore the pre- 
autonomy days, even now* of every'thing that leads to the comiiKm weal. I 
deny them that right. They have proved themselves be the enemies f»f 
the majority of the population of Bengal. We cannot alb'w them to l(H>k 
at us even because their eyes alse eontaiu venom and vindictiveness. There- 
fore. leave Bengal to us; we are tlie majoriri*, we are Muslims and so we 
shall take care of them as they themselves will never W able t<i do. 
Talking and talking and talking leads nowhere. 

Sir, tlie history of the Tenancy Act, tlie bistoiy of the Mt>ney-Lender8 
Act and the histoiy* of every measure for the common weal of the people of 
Bengal, in which fortunately I happened to be with the majority, show 
that these worthy representatives of the minority have never supported 
them. 

Sir, co-operatimi we welcome but co-operation sincere and genuine and 
not cheap, wordy co-oiH*ratiou. 

Maulvl IDRIS AHMED MIA : ^ 

IRT manure .ijf WW <nn TOTO I 

*tlnr l Dr. H. K. sen. pamphlet 31 ^ 

Directofil^ ’TO? member?its C?rTt ^ (•fT’ffOP ; 

TOl C«rTO TOTCf TO? 31 ^ m ism^ 

TOM ^ TO fCH TOI 3^ TO om TOT I TOf 
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57 Ifl? 1 'SRr*l7 4^' C5 lb W ft\5 t C 5 475 ’RH 5C5 OT 1^4 

whW 57 7t? I ^5C7 (.Jlltt^lP 771 717 711<1IWC17 7llPli5 C7StC7 7717'SI TTCNC?, 
TWftTf 7f«r IStTS 7T7TI 71 571 57 '515^7 7l7l7 45^ Tlf 751:77 7f%5 TtlTfCTTl 
5C7. ®fC15 7C7? Tit I 7171 575 TSlrTT CW17 CTt, C*fl^ 4151 Tit I 

ifif 71 151 I7f7$1f77 CTCt CStlf I TIITHTCT? 71? Tip Sirt CTTItT 45 5t 

C^Tsttl^T Of^ TO 5tTO TOrt^ Ttft 5^ TO^ I 'TOTl?^ TOT*fy c#*tff 
^ ^ ^1^ 'TO5, C^rTO TOTO ?1TO 5TTO I 

f^rro Ttc3'3 f^rfiT^?rf%5T wun ^ IftTO rm I ^ ®^jf5 

TTRf Wn c,^H < Hlf! 5CWi> ^ I M'ft (T^r*f •?t^. 'il^* 'WVCW 

'6(.‘i I TOf ‘TO' I il^ 'TOTtir 'Str^ ’ftCW 

CTO C5^ ^ ^rff^ ^ I report 4 TO ’jfv^Thr ^<(7 TOTO 

TOCK^ TO TO i3?r l iJ^ jOTO ^W%C5 W«f 

45i: TO 1 TO ZjH ^“t nO CTO TO to: 

TO, ^ 3 ^ TO ro cro to, ^3^ to 00 cro 

TO, <trs^ TO CTO TO to: nrs fiTO c*r^ TO 

?ff3 4T!?T TO b CTO TO TO 1 c«Fnj ^:9Trcvr*t^ wftU5 

TOff ilTOfVf >0 TO ij^* i TO I TO'^t ^ fe. TO 

c^'t^^fecTO ‘TO TO^n ">f^riOTi” 4TO c^ ^ *n7T TO c’*rt' ^srotf 
Ti; TOT S'<’t!TO r^T ^n I inroi -IJTO TO Tf^. C^TOTO ttTOI Wtf?T I C^^ 8 

TO ^ TO ^RT3 c^TOt i3TOnn Trft TO yrr I ij^ TO TOi TOC'-t TOTO 
production C'-tC^ I ( ompound manure :?rTTOf-5 tTTS f^ TT^TO 

’ITTO I 

tTO TTOtrg’^ ^‘TOn deame«« allowance CTTO! my dear CTO C^3Tn trC51» | 
Top heavy administration T5 CTO^ S^*fTO ^ CTO^ TO5 ??TO i UTO?! 

'^TTOTO CTO Tm C^ I TO CTOT^ C^ri ^fTTO — CTO TOTO 

f"pr*fCTO ^3t31 C^3TO TOn I /=?n •Tib CTO C^'TO ijTO TOHT 

c^T^rtr^’Jt TO? TO ircTO to >0\ iron cw^^td r? i 

TOTO ' -STC^T? weaving achool i)?* Industrial school Sfe? C^^TH 5 CTO I wHtl 
•TO’lF TO? CTOC^ rrs TO TOS TTW TO TO? C?»rt 

^t3r •KiJ I 

(At this stage the House wiin, adjourned for lo minutes.) 

<.l/fer adjournment .) 

Mr. SA8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Are we to understand that the 
Hon’hle Finance Minist-er or any other Minist4ir i.s not going to refdy to the 
general discussions that t<Hik place 1* 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: I think they are not gedng to reply. I 
understand that that is the agreement. 

The Hoii*bi« Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: I want Ui make it 
clear to the House that I have no spe<*ch to make for the delectation of the 
House. 1 thoitght that there was some sort of agreement about tim* 
between the whips of dlEerent parties. 
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Tha Honlila Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: Sir, on the recommen- 
dation of His Ei:cellency the Governor I beg to move that a sum of 
Bs. 23,000 be granted for expenditure under the head ‘‘5 — Salt’* during 
the current year. 

As far as this grant is concerned I think many members have misunder- 
stood the position and have sent in cut motions about subjects which do not 
concern this department I am referring, Sir, to the second part of the 
cut motion of Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta (No. 2) which talks about “the 
present shortage and non-availability of salt in many places of Bengal and 
rises in price of salt as a consequence thereof”. As far as supply is con- 
cerned that is entirely a matter which is the concern of the Civil Supplied 
Department. 

Dr. HALINAK8HA SANYAL: Let us have the motion move<l and 
the Hon’ble Minister in charge will then reply, in the manner he likes. 
It is not yet known whether he has moved his motion. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, I asked him to speak because 

I had not the papers Wfore me. Mr. Datta will now move his motion. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: I had no intention of 
speaking at this stage, but as Mr. Deputy Speaker had not the papers 
before him he wanted me to speak and that wa.H why I begun to make my 
cbser\'ation8. I agree with Dr. Sanyal that the best course is for all of us 
1b move our demands and then let the cut motions 1 h» moved separately. 
Afterwards we get up and explain any points that may be raised in discus- 
«ing the cut motions. That would be the best course. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: The procedure that has been suggested 

II that we shall follow the order that is given in the printed order paper. 
The Hon’ble Minister will move his motion, then we proceed with the 
next motion. Thereafter, the Ilon’ble Minister may reply Then we pro- 
ceed with the second ilemand motion. In that way we shall go as far as 
possible tt^day. As far as voting is concerned it will take place tomorrow 
at n o’cbM'k. 

Thn HOfl’bIt Mr. Khwajt SHAHABUDDIN: That would be rather 
inconvenient. It w’ill be convenient for the House to know at what time a 
particular motion is going to be taken up, how long the discussion will go 
on and then w*hen tliat motion will he put to vote. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: You will have to allow for replies to 
be given by the Hon’ble Ministers to particular sets of motions moved. If 
you leave all that towards the end would it not l»e very awkward? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Let Mr. Datta move bis motion and then 
pltemrards you may agree amongst yourselves. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 23.004) under the head * *5— Salt” be reduced by Be. lOO. 
The object of the motion is to raise a discussion about the lailurs of the 
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GoTvmment in the development ol manufacture and the preaent ahortage 
and non-availability of aalt in many places of Bengal and rise in price of 
salt as a consequence thereof. 

Sir, this is a motion of very urgent public iniportance Iwause it deals 
vrith the primary requirements of human beings. Tlie llou’ble Minister 
in charge of this Department was just going to suggest that the sei'ond 
portion of my motion really does not relate Ui his demand under “Salt**, 
but as a matter of fact it relates to supplies. My submission before 
tbe House through you is this that if there l>e salt manufactured in 
this province which is very close to the sea there wt>uld have been no 
difficulty in the matter of supply of salt. In this conn^'tion 1 Wg to draw 
the attention of the Hou.se t4» the failure of Goveniment in the manufacture 
of salt. This House is prohahly aware that in the year If^U in the month 
of March there was a Gandhi-Irwin pact. By this pact, persons living in 
the coastal districts were alloweil to manufacture salt for their domestic 
purposes hut they are not ullow'ed to manufacture salt for commercial 
purposes. Salt could have been manufacturwl as a rott4»ge industry 
Government have miserably failed to develop the cottage industry and the 
rule with regard to the (Gandhi-Irwin Pact f)ught to Ih» amended so that 
penarns living in the coastal districts not only should Ins allow'ed to make 
salt for domestic purposes hut also for commercial j»ur|H»ses. They shi>uld 
be allowed to sell salt in areas where salt cannot Im* manufactured. EK^ent- 

ly my friend Mr. Abu Hossain Sarkar rose on a certain day to bring to 

the notice of Government the very critical situatmn arising out of w'arcity 
of salt. In the northern Bengal districti*, in Dinnjpur, Rangpur and 
other places, salt is now selling at 12 annas to one rupee per S4‘er. Salt ia 
not available in many places In my own district which is clom* to the 
coastal district, vir , the district of Tippera salt is selling at 8 auaos |)er 

seer. In all [daces salt is s<dling at an ahnonnally high price and it is not 

available even in certain places. In the distri<‘t of Dinajpur Messrs. 

(Passim and Ismail were appointed as sole agents to supply «ilt in that 

district. They are to suiqdy .•<alt at the controlled rafe, the rate lading Tls. 13 
per bag and the bag containing about 2 maunds of salt. But they refused 
to supply salt at that controlled rate. The District Magistrate intervened 

in the matter hut to no purpose. For a im»nth and a half salt was not 

supplied and the result was abnormal rise in the price of suit as well os 
non-avai lability* of salt in certain places. The House is fully aware that 
aalt is a comnnMlify of prime necessity So long the cre of tlie [people of 
Bengal was dnl hhat, hut now the cry is not fhiJ hhut but n»n hfuit, and I 
regnret, Sir, that even this nun hhnt is not being suj>plied to the poor people 
of Bengal. That is the situation. In the district of Dinajpur, Messrs. 
Oassim and Ismail at first refused to supply salt P* the people hut suh- 
fMEjquently they did after the jieople had sufFen^d greatly for trani of salt. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir. you are aware that there was a pnrm*<Mition 
started by the Ooveminent ff»r sale of A seer of salt at Rs. 2 SiV, imagine 
the inconvenience to which the i»eople of Bengal have been subje-sted on 
account of the abnormal rise in the price of salt and its non-availability in 
a province which contain so many coast-al districts. If the Govemmeiit 
WM fully aware of and fully alive to the situation, salt could have been 



846 


mUAKD FOB GRANTS. 


[6th Mabcqb^ 


xoanufacturad in gufficient quantity to meet the necessity of the whole 
people of Bengal. Sir, the Government policy in this matter is this: they 
do not make any attempt to manufacture salt as cottage indusry. The 
explanatory memorandum here on the demand is this: the original provi- 
sion was for the operation on experimental scheme for the development of 
salt as cottage industry for four months only in the current year, that is, 
in the year 1943-44. That scheme has been extended up to June, 1944, 
and after that the scheme will be abandoned. The result is that really no 
attempt has been made by Government in the matter of manufacture of 
salt and I would draw the attention of the Government to the utmost 
necessity of developing the salt industry and manufacture of salt in the 
province. Unless that is done, I am quite sure the people will die in 
thousands and lakhs on account of scarcity of salt as they have died from 
starvation. Not only the fjeople of Bengal will die but also the cattle will 
die in numbers and this will affect the agriculture of the province to a great 
extent and for the matter of that, the people f>f Bengal as a whole. The 
result would be a disaster. I would give this w’aming to Government that 
unless they take steps for the manufacture of salt, the situation will be 
very serioiis. Already we have been receiving reports from different parts 
of Bengal tliat the price of salt is rising high and salt is not available in 
many plac*es. Recently I went to Brahmanbaria where I found that the 
cultivators were purchasing salt in huge quantity apprehending* that it 
would not be available afterwards If we speak akuit warcity of salt. I 
know Govennnent will say that we are creating panic. We are not creat- 
ing panic but we are simply vstating facts, and we are giving this warning 
to the Government that if they do not soon realise the gravity of the situa- 
tion and take steps in the right direction, there will he absolute scarcity of 
salt throughout the whole province and both j)iHq)le and cattle will die in 
thousands and lakhs. 

With these words. Sir. I move my motion and commend it to the 
acceptance of the House. 

Khan Bahadur HaJi BADI AHMED CHOUOHURY: Sir I beg to move 
that the demand of Rs. for ex[>eiiditure under the head “5 — Salt”, 

be reduced by Its. 1(10. The object of my motion is to raise a discussion 
al>out the neces.sify of giving pecuniary help to the |)eople of saltwatered 
places to prepare sufficient salt to make Bengal self-sufficient regarding salt. 
Mr. Deputy Siieaker ’WTOt Opo ^ ^ f 

I 3f ff prT y | 7 ta 5 

l (Dr. Abdul Motaleb Malik 

tfttr c?T<fTr3Tf<i 

bo ^1*0 (7R OrijRr i 

^rfrr ?fnrtw^ 

fWr? 5^ I $MTnr cTifri ^ ^ i 

c’l^’ 

CDftt rps ^ ¥f%r5 ^ I ^¥% rtgtean or *nn8 
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T9 (TT «rf?r^ c^rtc^^ *fr¥ f%w f%f 

^ ^ i ^rr^ ^pk 9fuz ^ ^ 

"artf^nri m cror^ S5t^ ^tfkm ^rtir^c^ c^^c^rPtc^ *ft^ 

^ 0^9 1 <3171 ms! wfm sfi^^ mis rtrs c»nr iK«r ’wRs 

tprs T9 I ’ROW cmTc^ fTm ^sRTmmt »nr 

5PF m?t3 ^1 fVi »rw'T vf^n 'jfsn ^ 

f^Totc^^ m<i mcR '9^ 3tm sr^'t trus 

mmr m:5Trc'^ ^ t 3Tm ^ ^ ^ sGp 

^rmrrcR <iTf^ 'jf^n ^ 

“citiTTi CTZ99 c^*i m r* m<n ^ m 

▼fiR?5f, 9n5 ^ ^ "9^ aR‘f ^5ft <U^ rtrs^ whole of Bengalee 

supply Tfes ^ i C7Tt«^ ^ ^t3®r"r3r^CT W-!??^ ^ 

^[TSf S<trnr 5T^‘f Wif Tmi -'ns^T'c^i^-S tw^\ ^‘rtrs ^3“1"'cm:*'t!r fm?R 
mu fV3 ^T’T*-! i)^ rm?r?i mu mrm tfrmsR inn? i 

3Tmf^"4nF '^fmn c^Ttm fi^cr 3 m sr? «r¥ 4I¥- 

mu mm m:mr^ 9upi)iy mfm3 1 

Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Sir. 1 hv^ to move thiit the (leniuud 
of R.m for expenditure umler the head ".'» — Suit” during the eurreut 

year. l>e re<lue(Ml hy U>. KMh I move this uhiIioii with a \ iew to raiMiug a 
discus'ilou about iiiMuHieient Mijiplv of Halt in Bengal. 

Tlie other day, Sir, I tried to bring it to the notiee of tliiw 1 Iouh 4* as to 
the seareity of .sail that is prevailing in siune parts (d thi.s jirovinee, Sub- 
8e<iueiitiy on the lOth Fiduuury I Mibmitt4*d a short-notfee (piestiou to know 
the 1 ‘ause tit this insultieient supply of salt and what (iovernment was doiii^ 
to »olve the problem. T nfortuiiately, up to this time I have not got any 
reply to it. 1, therefore, presume tliat (ioviunment have notliiug t4) aay 
and they have nothing to do or that they are unable t4) d<i anything to do 
away with the shortness of supply. F move this cut motion again to bring 
it pointedly to the notiee of thin House and through this House to the public 
at large that this province and sjs*eially North Bengal is suffering very 
much from shortness of salt, and it is also reporletl in the papers and some 
of my honourable friends have sugge.sted that a part of East Bengal is also 
affected. 

Two niatttriuls are ver\ much essential for the iijikeep of human life; 
they are ric'e and salt. Hire is selli'ng’ at iirohihitive jiriee and salt has 
become scarce. From my ])erscuial knowb*dgf in in\ district , in the* muni* 
cipal area of Rangjiur, salt is selling at the rate of Rs. 1-8 per sec*r in the 
black market, and black market is the cmly market where salt is available. 
I was talking the other day with the District Mag^istrate. He told me that 
at the, rate at which Government supplies salt to ihe.r ^inplovecH. Rangpur 
requires •)0 thousand maunds of salt |>er month for c'on sumption Un- 
fortunately Government has allotk^d only lo thousand maunds and there- 
fore it can be presumed that at least three-fourths of the population will 
have to go to the black market or they will have to go without salt. What 
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is the Government doinfi^ to supply salt? I want a clear answer. Govern- 
ment will have to say very clearly whether they are able to do that or not. 
Poor people live on rice and salt, as I said, but if they can procure rice 
somehow or other, they cannot priK*ure salt. Government is the only body 
which can supply salt and which can arranj^e for transport. I do not know 
from what disability Government is suffering whether there is insufficiency 
of salt or there is transport difficulty. Government must make a clean 
breast of everything. It must take mU) confidence all the party leaders bo 
that they can help it. If the Government dfjes not tell its difficulty to this 
House, if tlie i>e<»f)le of this country cannot understand what is their position 
with regard to salt, misgivings and troubles may arise in the country. 

It is tin* dear duty of the Government to help the x>eople in getting 
this commodity. It is an essential commodity and the Government which 
is not in a position to su])])ly even a grain of salt to the people, I think, has 
no right Ui exist. If it wants to justify its existence, it must supply at 
least the most import^int essential commodity, namely, salt. 

I again ask the Government through you, Sir. to make its }M)8itioa 
clear why salt is n<»t being siipplied in sufficient (juantity. What is the 
difficulty it is feeling and what is the trouble behind the scene-— I would 
like to have a elear indication. 

With these few w(jrds, Sir, I reccunmend my mt»tion. 

MauNi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Sir. I have heard with attention the 
sj>ee<ih of the previous sjieaker ami he j)nietic4ill\ exhaustecl all the iioints 
that could be said in favour of his inotlim. Now. ho far as salt is concerned 
there are two aspef ts — one is the distribution si<le and the other manu- 
facturing side. Distribution side, I understand, is under the Civil 
Supplies Dejiurtment. So far as the pr<*sent pt»sition is (amcemed the 
country is in acute sh<»rtuge of suit That is dealt with by the Civil 
Supplies DepaTtmeiiU It supposed that there is salt shortage parti- 
cularly in North Bengal, but I come fnmi Mymensingh district in 
Eiwfct Bengal There also sivlt shortage has betamie very acute 
n<>w. I also ask the Government to make the position clear as to the reason 
why salt is not being supplied to the mufassal area. Is it due to transport 
difficulty, or is it due to the fact that sufficient amount of salt is not being 
transported to the province of Bengal from outside? 

Six, BO for as the manufacturing side is concerned, we find that there is 
ex]ierimenf al measure taken by the Government of Bengal in three distri:'ts, 
namely, Midnapore, 24-I*argana8 and Chittagong. There also the measure 
has been extended \ip to June. 1944, and the amount provided for the 
experiment is also very inadequate. 

So far as salt is concerned, as has Wen pointed out by the previous 
sx>eaker, that is one of the most esvsential commodities of life, and when 
there has Wen eiubargt> fn)m all aides — Provincial, Central os also Inters 
national— I think it is high time that Bengal should build up her own 
indnstiy* both on commercial basis as well as on cottage industry basis. 
Now, l^ngal has a very gwxl coastline. I think if this industry is pushed 
now when there is great demand of salt and when the price of salt has 
already gone up it can be done on a sound basis so that it can remain in 
that position during the time when the war will W over. Under the present 
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ut«ilg«ment the Tillagera can produce salt in those three districta only for 
their personal consumption and only to the extent they can carry on 
their heads to the warehouses for sale. Now, the amount that has been 
produced in these three districts is too insufficient for this province. So I 
would request Government to take necessarj* steps to eximnd cottagi:' industry 
is well as to put this industry on a commendal basis so that Bengal would 
not have to depend on other pn>vinces for this commodity. 

With these words, Sir, I ask Government to take necessary' steps in thia 
matter. 

Tlw Han*blo Mr, Khmraja SHAHASUDOIM: As has been pointe<l out 
by my friend Mr. Israil, this (piestion has got two well-defined divisions~— 
one is the product i<ni. manufacture of salt, and ant»ther is dislrihntioa 
throughout the provin<\e. As fur as distribution of imported salt is con- 
cerned, it comes under the purview of the Civil Supplies Department and 
I hof»e my colleague Mr. Suhrawardy will W here in time to explain what 
step the Civil Supplies Department have taken in order to distribute 
sufficient quantity of salt in the province. 

As far as manufacture of salt is concerned, there are two p»nnts that 
have been raised : one is manufacture of salt on commercial basis, another 
is as a small industry. As tar us the (fovemment of Bengal is concerned^ 
it has already approached the Government of Iinlia and obtained their 
sanction to manufacture salt in all the coastal areas of Bengal under duly 
one condition that whatever salt is manufactunHl is conveyed to a ware- 
house where the Government of India make arnuigements for levying salt 
excise. Their officers are there and the salt that is conveyed in that ware- 
house is kept and arniOiing which gws out from there the salt axciMi is 
levied on that and a very small leiiy’ for expenses incurred by the Goveni- 
mant of Ihmgal for its staff is also made. But unfortunately the stdieme 
could not he expanded very much. Only five warehouses have l>eon estab- 
lished in the district of MidDa(M>re and two in the 24-Pargaiias. Out of 
the five warehouses established in Midnapore only three worked last year,, 
and this year five warehouses are working in Midnap<we and two wtirehomuta 
in the 24-Pargaaa8 aJso are working. But unfortunately m far as we know 
sufficient quantity of salt is not coming to these ware-houses. The reason 
is that the price of salt has gone up so much that peo]de find il more profit- 
able to sell un-excised salt from outside instead of bringing it here. Accord- 
ing to Government w'heme we have put down Rs. 2 as the minimum price 
for salt and all the other charges are being deducted. I would like to lay 
emphasis on the fact that this price of Rs. 2 is only the minimum. There 
is nothing there to prevent the persons who are running the warehouses 
from giving higher price. Actually they expect that they will have to pay 
higher price, because otherwise it will not I>e p^wsihle f(»r them to induce 
the manufacturers to bring sufficient (|Uantitv of salt to the wareh(»umjs. 
Over and above that there is wastage and otlier eX]»ens«*H which ihey have 
got to incur. My friend Mr. Haji Baili has suggested quite u different 
matter that if the Government of India entirely gives up the salt excise 
and the revenue that is being derived out of it and allow everybody freed<»m 
to manufacture salt on a commercial basis, the siiuatitm may improve. I 
do not think it will be possible and we ran reas<mably ask the Govemmeut 
of India to give that general permission. 
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Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH OATTA: Why don’t you moTO the Gorern- 
ment of India for permiattion to manufacture aaltP 

Th« Hon^bli Mr. KHwaJl 8HAHABUDDIN: They have already given 
permisflion 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Free of taxP 

Tha Hofl’Ma Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN. We have not considered 
whether we can in view of the circumstances in the country approach the 
Government of India to allow them to manufacture salt free of tax. 

Mailivi ABU H088AiN 8ARKAR! How far the Government of India 
have permitted P 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN; 1 have just now said 
that the (iovernment of India have permitted us to manufacture salt, 
provided proper arrangements have been made to levy salt excise at its 
collection and in order to make that collection we have created these ware- 
houses where the Government of India have got their Excise Otficers and 
they deduct the salt excise there. 

Maulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR. It will not be a suffi<dent induce- 
ment to salt manufacture. 

Hon’Mt Mr. KKwaJa 8HAHABUDDIN: That is a quite different 
question. I am prepared to consider the suggestion made from various 
quarters that the Government of llcngal should approu(’li the Government 
of India in view of the great shortage (»f salt in the province to allow 
absolutely manufacture of salt free of excdse duty. That a matter worth 
considering, but so far we have not considered that ipiestion. 

Df. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. Will the warehouse scheme continue P 

Th« Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: As far as 1 am oomemed 
I was just coming to that point because it has been raised by my friend 
Mr. Israil. The scheme is only up to June. Actually the salt manu- 
facture season begins from 11th November and continues till llth of May 
and sometimes a longer season is found and it gi)es up to the end of May. 
These measures are absolutely experimental and that is why I have said 
that the season will continue up to June, but I can assure the House that 
not only this scheme will continue, but I will do everything possible to 
expand this scheme and establish cottage industries to manufacture salt 
through the coastal areas of Bengal (Cheers from the Coalition Party 
benches). 

So far as the manufacture of salt on a commercial basis is concerned, I 
admit that we have not yet gone so far, but that matter is also under 
consideration and we are waiting for the report of the Industrial Survey 
Committee and as soon as that report comes, we will see whether or not we 
can set up even as an experimental measure a small factory for the manu- 
facture of salt. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Already two expert committees have 
reported. Why a third P The committee is a wonderful machinery to put 
off things! 

Tht Mr. Kliwi|« 8HAHABUDDIN: I can assure Dr. Sanyal 

that this will not take long. I have been assured by the Chairman of the 
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Indilitrial Survey Committee that the report is practically ready and it 
will be coming in very soon. 

Or. NALINAK8HA SANYALt By that time season will be over. 

Tlie HOfl'ble Mr. KAwaJa SHAHABUDOfN: As far as this year ia 
concerned, we can do nothing to set up manufacture of salt. Sir, this 
thing has not been here for so many years and I submit that it is too much 
to expect this Government to take all the measures to establish factories 
throughout Bengal within one year. Though we have not Ikhui able to 
produce much result, as far us^ we are concerned, wa are doing everylhing 
possible to manufactre salt liotli on a commcrtdal as well as on cottage 
industry basis. 

Sir, the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy is present here, and l>efore any other 
subject is taken up, T think he may also be permitted to speak on points 
which have been raised about shortage of salt, etc. If you like, the Hon’ble 
Mr. Sulirawardy will speak. 

The Hofl^ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Sir. I humbly submit that 
a cut motion on salt which deal.s with the industrial side of the problem 
hardly entitles honourable members to raise the (juestitm of su]>ply, but 
inasmuch as the matter has been raised and it is a matter of some impor- 
tance and interest to honourable members I shall place before the House 
what the actual position is. 

Honourable members are aware. I am certain, that practically the whole 
(d i>ur salt comes from (Uitside. It either coiin‘s fniin Karachi or from the 
West (’ou,st and Red Sea Ports. A i*ertaiii amount emnes or used to come 
by rail from Kaiaclii and the Wol (‘oast P<»r<s and was distributed to the 
distrit'fs din‘ctly The (lovernment ot India stopped the rail Isirne traflie 
and put us into difinulties I antniiiated imnwMliately that tloue would 
lie a shortage of salt, and I started moving th(‘ (rovemmenl of India that 
we must he assured a stead\ supply ot salt from tlo* West (’oast Ports and 
the Hetl Sea Ports, lloiiouiabie members may also remember that thefe 
was a suggestion that we should build up a certain res«*rve of salt here 
which crjuld be utilised in case coiiinmnicalions broke down, and we were 
asked to have two nnuiths’ n*serves for ourselves ami control o\er two 
months’ stock. It is aiiticij»ate<l that the monthly coimuniptirm f»f salt is 
about 'MJ.tKK) tons or a little over H lakhs of niHiinds. 1 made certain 
oHfers to the salt importers here regarding the salt imported by them, 
Government purthasing a certain quantity for the jiurpo.se of building 
up stocks. Various importers imported considerable amounts of salt which 
permitted Government to build up sUicks. The position improved, 
(Dr. Naunaksha Saityal: That started the trouble.; The position 
improved so much that I hoped that we should be very soon out of the 
woods. I approached however the Government- of India that they should 
carry out their obligations to permit us to build up two mouths* reserves 
and therefore I asked them for monetary accommodation but they said that 
as the salt position in Bengal had improved it was not necessary for uh to 
build up any reserves of our own. Nevertheless as a precautionary measure 
I drew upon the hnances of the Government of Bengal to build up at least 
one month's reserve, i.e., 8 lakhs of maunda of salt. In the meantime, 
the Government of India failed to send the thirty thousand tons per 
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month which they had promised to do and put us into considerable 
difficulties. The position now is restored. The Government of India are 
takioj^ steps to send 30,000 tons and salt is arriving in sufficient quanti^ 
ties. Owing to the stoppage of rail borne salt as well as non-import oi 
salt for two months, there has been a shortage of salf in the districts. 1 
made fraptic efforts to send salt to the districts and have succeeded in a 
very large measure. Again honourable members may remember that there 
was congestion of traffics on the Bengal and Assam Railway from 15th 
January till 11th February and there was a set back in our programme. 
Salt is now going steadily to the districts and we shall very soon be in a 
position to wild trucks by that railway some more by the East Indian 
and Bengal-Nagpur Railways, and a considerable amount by water. Salt 
is also going by river — I am sending it by water as much as pos.sible — 
and also by rail. We propose to accelerate this still further so that we 
shall he in a position not only to meet the present normal requirements 
because^whatever salt we shall send now w’ill probably go to consumption, 
but at the same time we shall be able to build up a reserve of 8 lakhs of 
maunds of salt in various distributing centres in Bengal as well as 8 lakhs 
of maunds of reserves in Calcutta. This is the present position. 

7— Land Ravanua, 

Tha Hon^bla Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Sir, on the recom- 
mendation of His Excellency the (Governor, I beg to move that a sum ot 
Rs. 6,G9,0(K) be granted for expenditure under the head “7 — Land 
Revenue’' during the current year. 

Sir, at the present stage I would only briefly give the reasons for tins 
extra charge. 

Under “(Charges of administration” — the increase is clue mainly to 
heavier land acquisition w'ork on behalf of the (rovernment of India for 
which rec'overies will eventually be effected from the Centre. It is also 
due partly to extra temporary staff in the Certificate Department to cope 
with the large nunilier of (‘ertificutes in connection w^ith debt settlement 
cases. 

Under the head “Management of Government Estates”, the excess is 
mainly due to the cost of reconstruction of khas malial buildings damaged 
by cyclone. 

Under the head “Charges of I^and Revenue Collection”, the increase 
nepresents larger commission payable to headmen particularly in the 
Chittagong Hill Tracts for better colWtion of land revenue. 

Under the head ‘’Survey, Settlement and Record Operations”, the 
increase under “Pay of Establishment — Executive Subordinates” and 
under “Travelling Allowance” is due to the reversion of a large number 
of kanungoes from special work to the Settlement Department. The 
increase under “Other Contingent Charges” is due to rise in the price of 
contingencies, and to dearness allowance granted. 

With these few w*ords I commend my motion to the acceptance of the 
House, 

Rhan Bahadur Haji Badi Ahmed Choudhury rose to speak.) 
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iNN** DEPUTY SPEAKER* Khan Bahadur 8ahih« I ani raally in 
diUmilty with your long list of cut motions. The time allotted to you 
ha« already been exhausted, and as a special ease. 1 shall allow you two 
more minutes. You may move your motion No. 8. 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Is it not open to any member 
of this House to give notice of cut motions? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Yes, but he ought to have cou>ulted the 
whips of different parties. 1 o ust also be fair to different groups of the 
Opposition and if I am to alh)w the same facilities to e%'ery member of 
various groups composing the Opposition. 1 tannot give more than three 
minutes to the Haji Sahib during the whole discussion. As a special case. 
I am allowing him two more minutes. 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: On a question of privilege, 
Sir. Is it not open to a member who is not connected with any political 
organisation or group or party in the Ix^gislature to wntilate his grievances 
and obtain protection of the Chair? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Most certainly; it is the duty of the Chair 
to see that othei members also get their due share. 

Khan Bahadur HaJi BADI AHMED CHOUDHURYs Sir. 1 beg to 
move that the demand of Us. under (he head “7 — Ijand Uevenue’* 

be ie<luce(l h\ Us. 100. I iiio\e tlii.s motion in order to raise a discussion 
about reduction of lent of lun<ls in ('hittagoiig and other districts under 
khiiji mahal estates. 

cw^ gwi, ▼»« mjsrtprri. 'ipnfn 

■ytTra cwfc^yi wTR JTi I 'stwc'ry ft«ni '•rsrftcMra ’irv nr 

571, 5ff^ ’Tfsrrsfpi 

survey vtm ’1* »rnf% gTn I yp 

^ rn^rji .fflTncg asit w 'srftwtm sftn ySrtwi «fwty|'pt 
SfsR J?npi flm frrfi^ f^Tn '^ttfjnrTnR 

'7rti:7n (Tifti sre Inri fsRW f»7ilap i ^j.tM ftvir ■sffrttvy gl^ 
?8 Tft? I pfr SWTT ^ (T? '5tc>7y p»5i ’rf%r3l » — ens -ntpi 

gvtiT^ gf^ TTf i 'S’R 7 rf% 5 Tfe 7 R ^ »nnr ^'y'siCT 4 Srp 

vltfirsTPt ;n, officer 'mfnrn’a ft'ra Utri ntJrPi fk% 

pastes frr 'sfsiiTR gl3 g ftgt t Tra 'vsK^ — itftg Tmn.gfPfw? »iW5n 
nw^n jpMf^ 'Sfin jOn revenue c'vj 'stR giyf? 5fsr 55s |!t^i 

*1T5 ; Jin 5\ Ifm J^JitJn »ftfrffi "stTi Jrgft jti i -isrsicwir 

Jtg'jjM I a •*prm' ^farrafg, inn cnar Jtw^ mi 

4 ?tni fepn .tg 'mg ajpitp irejit.. gl% »iv 7 mn <i*r -^cs wn 

CP »n«T gftP g»l ^TteSf •STflC'R WPt^I gPfrPI fifTR I 

a> Jfcw ^ f pfsTC? Jsw »»ie wtft pn 

50l5:i\ I^TPlf WPT ▼CPP -SW process fee firrs PP 8v frm I a» Jpf^nsm g1% 
st«<CP^4P Pf 'PT^P PiftPl gfP'jp PfTO!^ I 
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Mr. PRAMATHA HATH BANERJEE: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, 
I beg to move that the demandB of Rs. 6,69,000 under the head — Land 
Revenue'* be reduced by Re. 100. I move this motion to raise a discussion 
al>out the failure of the Government to give relief to tenants and proprietors 
of the soil in the matter of rent due. to calamities in the province such as 
(i) famine, cydlone and flood, and (ii) failure of the Government to make 
adequate provision and arrangc^ment including comi>ensation for the civilian 
|)opulation in areas acfjuired or properties acquired or requisitioned for 
purposes connected with the war. 

Sir, tonight I was thanking my star for having snatched away five minutes 
of your valuable time-table in order that you may l>e able to hear and- enjoy 
the delight of my silvery voice. I thought ray Hon’ble friend, the 
Revenue Minister, has a voice almost golden and I do look forward to the 
exposition of the supplementary demand which he has been making, in 
spite of my Hon’ble friend simply reading out, for whose benefit I do not 
know, the explanatory memorandum on ])age 3 of the supplementary budget 
estimate. If my eyes did not prove failing I discovered that my Hon’ble 
friend read out some typewritten copy verhaUm, That no doubt acrounts 
for certain extra charges on account of the administration. I should like 
to ask four questions of the Hon’ble the Revenue Minister. First, so far 
as I am aware, the previous Government decided to go slow in the mafler 
of realisation of revenue and rent in regard to areas affected by the cyclone 
and floods. May I ask the Hon’ble the Revenue Minister if he has made 
a revision of that order: that order merely asked tliat the zamAndarn should 
show the same concession to their tenants as they would demand of the 
Government: in other words, that mercy 1 tr> others show, that mercy 
show to me. The second question is this: my Hon’ble friend is asking 
for a supplementary demand for the purpose of meeting extra expenditure 
in tile matter of executing certificates. I thought tlu' T.(‘L>isbiturc vas in 
favour of abolition of the certificate procedure. Has the Hon’ble the 
Revenue Minister revised the policy of going slow in the matter of reali- 
sation of revenue by the device known as the certificate procedure? Thirdly. 
I should like to ask him the question as to what major settlement operations 
are being carried on in the province just now. Is it the settlement opera- 
tions in connection with that unknown district on which the past 
Government wanted to build and utilise the recommendations of the Floud 
Commission or is my Hon’ble friend going back upon the decision of the 
previous Government as to the stoppage of major settlement (»perations in 
the province? Lastly, I am greatly amused to know that the charges on 
land revenue collections represents larger commission payable to headmen 
in the Chittagong Hill Tracts, but my Hon ’hie friend in reading out the 
statement has said, ‘*head«”: I ask, is it “heads” or “headmen”? Then 
there is another question as to the pa3rnient of Ci*mpensation to the civilian 
population in the matter of compulsory acquisition of their property in 
areas for purposes of war. Complaints have reached me and many 
members of the Opposition that many of the persons whose properties 
lands, etc., have been acquired compulsorily by Government, pursuant b» 
the application of the Defence of India Rules promulgated by the Oovern- 
ment of India for military necessity, they have either (a\ got no 
compensation, or (h) not got proper compensation. In this connection. 
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mw I a«k the Hon’ble the Revenue Minister es to whether or not the 
nibitration clause in the Defence of India Act, 1939, section 18,— I 
n p^ ia Ving from memory— whether the rules about the arbitration clause 
have been framed so that the party apirrieved may under the Art go to 
arbitration to realise possibility of proper compensation. Sir. 1 am very 
brief and I am thankful to you that I have finished within five minutes. 
And, after all, five minutes are very valuable because the present Govern- 
ment in the classical language of the Hoii'ble the tinaucc Minister lU 
violation of all canons of IVditical Economy” are asking for a very small 
sum of Rs. 36 crores 24 lakhs and 48 thou.sand by way of supplemeiitory 
demand within the course of two nights! Is.ng may this I^igislature live 
It reminds one of the famous Tourt of Miracles" of Victor Hugo. 1 will 
not descrilie the Court of Miracles tonight. 

Thd Hon'bld Mr, TARAK NATH MUKERJEA* Ah an hutuhlo 
student of Mr. banerjee I will follow him us I have always done, 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: 1 am thankful. Sir. for the 
complirmmts offered to me. 

The Hofi'ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: As reKurds the point 
raised hy Khun IfuhiHlur Haji Hudi Ahmed ("howdhury, I ran UHHure him 
that his proposal will he duly eonsidered hy (iovernment. 

I shall now deal with the ptdnts raisetl hy Mr Hanerjof*. Ah rej^ards 
(he nuilisation of revenue and rent in the eyadone and flood-aff’eeted areas, 
Government have been all alonp very eonsiderafe and have been follnwinjf 
a very eareful and considerate p<dirv. Sir, in an‘as where the landlords 
have heen ^iven remission of revenues, they have remitted their rents, As 
rejiTurds remission ol cesses I may tell the House that the matter is umler 
the caretul consideratifUi of Government and Government hojie to come to 
a final decision at an early <late. As refcanls the use of certifif'Ute prcK'e- 
dure it is well-known tiiat the certificate [iroceilure has not l>een allowed 
in any ease hy (iovernment except in the case of kfuu vuifud ureas finly 
as an experimental measure. It is applicable only in the case of those 
estates which are manaffed directly hy (iovernment but not estates managed 
by (iovernment under the ('ourt of Wards. A.s regards the kanun^*OH the 
extra expenditure is due to services of more and more kanunf?os heiuj^ 
utilised 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I have not asked almut the 
kanung’os. 

The HOfl’Me Hr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: As reRurds payment 
of compensation I may assure the House that althoujj’h it was not pcmsible 
to proceed with the work thorouj^hly and fully and quickly at the initial 
etage, l>etter arrangements have Wen made now and due and proper 
compensation is lieing paid now to those whfine laiwN ami jirfi|)erties have 
been acquired. For the information of the House 1 may only mention 
that as much as 156,959 acres of land have been acquired ami (he total 
amount of compensation already paid comes to Rs. ft, 15, 12. 715. In the 
mufassii this work is entrusted to the Collectors and Subdivi.^ional Officers 
who have been doing the work and as is welbknowm fo you and to the 
Houae, the Collectors and Subdivisional Officers are extremely busy award- 
ing com|>en«ation in such cases. I admit that at the initial stage there 
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may have been some delay and mismanageinent but 1 can assure the House 
that every possible step is being taken to thoroughly reorganise the work 
and to see that proper compensation for lands, buildings and removal costs 
is being paid without any delay and as early as possible. As regards the 
matter of referring cases to arbitration, the necessary rules have duly been 
framed and it is open now to any aggrieved party to go to arbitration 
whenever it likes. I hope my demand will be passed by this House. 

9~-Stampa. 

Tht Hoffi^bia Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERilEA; Sir, 1 formally beg 
to move on the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor that a sum 
of Bs. 1,30,0(K) be granted for expenditure under the head “9 — Stamps” 
during the current year. 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: On a point of order, Sir. Is 
it in form? When an Hon^ble Minister moves for demands, is not the form 
this “On the recommendation of the Governor of the Province” P My 
Hon’ble friend the Eevenue Minister has omitted to mention the name of 
the Governor. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: He mentioned “His Excellency the 
Governor”. I think he said “1 formally beg to move” and possibly he 
meant he won’t make any speech. 

Khan Batiadirr Haji BADI AHMED CHOUDHURY: Sir, I beg to 
move that the sum of Rs. 1, *10, 009 for expenditure under the head “9 — 
Stamps” be reduced by Rs. 100. I move this to raise a discussion about 
cost of Judicial and non-Judicial stamps. 

Sir, Actij^ I 

* iiw Aotii^ firiftg eg ggfsf gft ; 

trfg gg ggcgfVItg^^t^ eg fggtg gffro Rggg] I 

'grfg gff%r$ <itfg — ^Tgtg '^rltg egrerg gfgg egfw^ft? 

ggg grtfg fgew vTtfVgi ggegfir^tg gtergeg^ e«Nt^ iiw Act^:? 

gfgi ^ggteg gffw g^fge^ g?n grg'9 f%fg gfgrgg eg “s gtgi ^gfg gtfg gi, ^rgtg ttcs 

manual cg^ ’gggTCg ^ g^fgg I egt^RT ^RTfg ^ygtg 

g'5«f''eg^ egg Stamp Actii ju follow ^ffirgT? wm gtN'gtwcgg ggcgftrltgof^ 

egtfSg gfegg I ^lgi egg e^sNtg*' gff^ gwfg gwr ah g 

"4ltgegg ^Ti>r^grg ¥cg i 

The Hon’bla Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: 

irRtgg 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: You must speak in English. 

Tha Hqn’bia Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: He once complained 
on this w'ore, Sir. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: There will be no complaint. You speak 
in English. 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE l On a point of order, Sir. 
Under the Government of India Act is it open to a member who knows 
English to talk in Bengali P 
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f%lr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: That is why I am asking him to sp<»ak 
ijk &glish. 

The Hoii*lrt« Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERflEA: Sir, I will respect- 
fully submit that our Hon^ble Speaker often allowed us to reply in Bengali. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: 1 a^onld request you to speak in English. 

Tha Han’bla Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERdEA: All right. Sir. As 
regards the observation just now made by Khan Bahadur Haji Budi Ahmed 
Choudhury I would submit that Government have not rec’eived any such 
complaints as he has just now placed before the House. But if any hucIi 
complaints are brought to our notice, Government will be pleased to do 
their best to see that these things are not allowed. If he will kindly 
mention to me the particular places where stamps have been insisted upon 
in cases where they are not necessary, instructions will certainly issue to 
see that such things do not happen. 1 am thankful to him for this 
suggestion. 


to— POTMt. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PREMHARi BARM A: Sir, on the recommendation 
of His Excellency the Governor I beg to move that a sum of Rs. 11.9T,(Mt0 
be granted for expenditure under the head “10 — Forest” during the 
current year. 

Sir, I want to say a few words with regard to this demand. The bulk 
of this sum, namely Rs. 11,50,0(K1, is required to meet increased expendi- 
ture for execution of larger orders received from the Supply Department, 
Government of India, to supply timber for the Defence Services than were 
anticipated at the time of framing the budget. In this conrm'tion I may 
mention that an additional amount of Rs. (if»,000 under the charged bead 
will be iieceNsary f<rr the same purpose in the ('hittagong Hill Trwt^, As 
the j»rice of timlK?r supply will be recovered from the (Vntral Government, 
there will Iw a corresponding increase of revenue in this department, viz., 
Forest. The balance of Rs. 45,(MMf is recjuired under the voted head 
“Establishment” to meet excess expenditure for payment of dearness 
allowance to the staff as the existing provision has fallen short of wtunl 
requirements. 

Sir, w'ith these few words 1 commend my motion to the acceptance of 
the House. 

Mr. DHIRENORA NATH DATA: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, 1 rise to 
move that the sum of Rs. 11,97,000 for expenditure und(‘r the head “10 — 
Forest” be reduced by Rs. 100. I move this to raise a disrussiim about 
indiscriminate supply of tinil>er, etc., to the Government of In<lia and the 
conspijuent deforestation and its possible disastrous result* and to discuss 
about the abnormal rise in price of fuels. 

Sir. in the explanatory memorandum of the demand under “Forest”, 
it has beeai stated that under the first head “Conservancy and Works” the 
increase is due to the execution of larger orders for timber from the Supply 
Department, Government of India, than were anticipated at the budget 
atage. The “charged” excess is in respect of expenditure in the Chitta- 
gong Hill Tracts. 
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Sir, it is really due to the misdeede of the war, it is on acooxmt of the 
war that the Government of India want a large supply of timber and 
conHequently the Government of Bengal agreed to give a large supply of 
timber from the forests of this country. The result will be deforestation. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, those who are inhabitants of the districts of 
Darjeeling and Jalpaiguri — of course we have not got Government forests 
but we have got forests near about which do not belong to the British 
Governuient but to the Tripura State — know what a large quantity of 
timber is being supplied to the Government of India for war necessities. 
This House is probably aware that on account of the large supply of timber, 
the forests are denuded and there has been deforewtation and if the war 
continues for some years to come, I am afraid that there will be deforesta- 
tion in the province. The result of deforestation is probably not known 
to all of us. On account of defore.station, it is an accepted theory’ that 
there will be less rainfall and on account of less rainfall, agriculture will 
suffer to a great extent. 

Sir, I shudder to think of the post-war condition and I shudder to think 
that if the war continues for four or five years more, so far as Bengal is 
concerned, she will suffer to such an extent that she will not be able to 
recover in the near future. This is one of the subjects which must engage 
the attention of this Government. They are supplying timber indiscri- 
minately — 1 say criminally — to the (lovernment of India on account 
of the war necessities. The war has come ui)on us. Tlii.s is not a war for 
the independence of India. This is a war foi the perpetuation of British 
Imperialism and our |K)licy with regard to this war should })e that we sliotild 
not contribute a single pie towards it. But as a matter of fact, Sir, for this 
was not only are we contributing hut we are contributing all our wealth. 
We have been practically drained of our wealth. Forest is a source of 
great wealth, and so far as the Bengal Govemmeut is concerned if there 
is deforestation I am (piite sure it will Ik* an evil day for certain parts of 
Bengal. The consequence will he so disastrous that I am afraid even after 
the war Bengal will not be able to recover from the mischief inflicted. 
I do not know. Sir, what the war will cost us. So, Mr. Deputy S|)eaker, 
I would ap])eal to the Government of Bengal to ('onsider this aspect of the 
question and not consider it once or twice but thousands of times as to what 
disaster will lK»fall Bengal if the war continues and there is defore.station. 

There is another aspect of the question which we should consider 
immediately, namely, the abnormal price of fuel. We do not know 
whether Government is aware that coal haa become scarce in the mufassal 
area; it is not at all available. W^e have therefore to rely on fuel, hut of 
late the price of fuel has gone up to such an extent that it is impossible 
for ordinary people to purchase fuel. So people will die not only on 
account of want of rice but I am afraid — and here I speak from my 
experience in my district and that is I believe the experience of other 
people everywhere — they will die also for mant of fuel. So far as the 
district of Tippera is concerned and here I hope my friends will bear me 
out, we have to spend Re. 1 per day on fuel consumption for domestic 
pxirposes. This is the situation. Not only that, Sir; do you know, Sir, 
that on account of want of fuel dead bodies are not burnt nowadays F D^d 
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bodies are thrown into the river. That is the present practice* Sir. The 
ipMiult is that not only the river water is polluted but people drink that 
water and there is a consequent epidemic and outbreak of diseases. 1 
h(^* Sir, that Government should consider these things, which are very 
serious indeed so far as Bengal is concerned. I appeal to the Government 
• and to you, Sir, to impress upon the Government of India the reality of 
the situation which has been brought almut by the war. This war has cost 
us many things and we should be the first persons to declare that we must 
not contribute anything towards (ho war — a war which is for the perpetua- 
tion of British Imperialism and not for the indepenilen<*e (»f In«ha. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir. I would like to add a few \^ords 
to the brilliant statement made by our Deputy licader. I supp(»rt this 
motion also on another ground, namely, that the Government of India 
nowadays show very little courtesy even to our llon’hle Ministers, when 
they travel on carriages which were constructed with the timlier supplied 
by the Forest Department. Only the other day, the Hon ’hie Minister of 
Forest was travelling hv a train— may he w'ithout ticket (laughter)— he was 
hauled up at Ranaghat and penalty was realisiHl from him. It is an atro- 
cious conduct on the jiart of the Government of Imliu representatives at 
Ranaghat. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PREMHARI 8ARMA: It is a false information. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'hle Minister in charge 
of the ('o-operative Credit and Rural Indebtedness who was travelling in a 
st*cond class compartment of the same train hear me out? 

Jh% Hon’ble Mr. dOCENDRA NATH MANDAL: Tlose things are 
downright falsehoods. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PREMHARI BARM A: As Ministers it is absurd to 
say that we did not buy tu kets. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Why did you pay at Ranaghat!' 

The Hon’blo Mr. PREMHARI BARMA: Who saysy^ ('ertainly not. 

Sir, with regard to the point raise<l by Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta, vist., 
that there may In* deforestation, I want to say that deviations from normal 
working plans are carefully sirutinised and sjuM itically sanctioneil before 
any excess felling is resorted to. (’onservution of forests being the main 
care of the department, it is out of the question to sufipose that indisiTi- 
minate felling leading to anything like deforestation could lie permitted. 
Before we do anything we will scrutinise everything carefully, so there is 
no fear of deforestation. 

1 may also mention for the information of the House that the Govi‘rn- 
ment of India have already been in communication with the IVovincial 
Governments to co-ordinate a post-w’ar polic’y on forest reconstruction. 
The main features of this policy as at present suggested are (t) revision of 
working plans to provide for lighter fellings for some years to allow’ of the 
replacement of capital lost by advance fellings during the war and (it) a 
planned economy for the timber trade and for the development of India s 
forest estate. 

As regards the price of fuel we have not made any enhancement whatso- 
ever in the rates of royalty. The increase in the cost of fuel is due to 
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mcrea 4 <} in wages of labour and transport difficulties. Those who are 
dealers of forest produce increase the rates for want of transport and it is 
not correct to say that we have increased any rate. 

Sir, with these few words I oppose the cut motion moved. 

11— Ragistritioii. 

Tlia Hon'llit Mr. TAM IZU ODIN KHAN: Sir, on the recommendation 
of His Excellency the Governor I beg to move that a sum of Rs. 3,90,000 
be granted for expenditure under the head “11 — Registration” during the 
current year. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL. Sir, 1 beg to move that the demand 
of Rs. 3,90,0(K) made under the head “11 — Registration” be reduced by 
Rs. 100 to raise a discussion about the necessit^*^ of a proper enquiry into 
the circumstances leading to a large increase in the number of registrations 
and measures to check the same. 

For the last few years we had been noticing an abnormal rise in regis- 
tration and a corresponding increase in the stamp duties. We had tried to 
make an enquiry and in the Public Accounts (-ominittee we sought to find 
out if the department concerned had any in format itm about the reasons of 
such large increases in registration. This reflects a very unfortunate 
economic position of the people and consequently 1 feel that Government 
should take the earliest opportunity to ascertain whether these larger 
registrations are due to any temporary economic deterioration due to 
famine or other conditions during the einergemy or due to any long term 
debt legislation, as a result of which wdly inoiicy-lenderH have been forcing 
actual transfers w'hen there is the real intention of lending out money on 
security of the projierty alone and nothing more. This is a very serious 
matter and 1 understand that Government have already realised the serious- 
ness of the situation to .such an extent that they are proposing shortly a 
Land Non-Alienation Bill. I submit that in view of the situation that 
has arisen in the province (Jovernment should try to set up an enquiry to 
ascertain definitely from each rural area and with some amount of expert 
know'ledge collected for the some, as to how' far and to what extent these 
larger increases in registration are due to tem]Kuarv woiiomie deterioration 
ot* due to long term eonditions affecting the economic ilfe of the province. 

AVith these words I move my motion. 

Th« Hpn*IMe Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, the question raised 
here or the request made is that Government should make an enquiry as 
to the causes of the large number of transfers that are taking place. One 
cause is obvious. During the food crisis the agriculturists were very hard 
hit to procure food they required money which they could not get otherwise 
than by transferring the laud in a large number of cases. That is the 
real cause and I admit. Sir, that the situation is really disquieting. 
Oovemment have already taken adequate steps to see that these agricul- 
turists who have been compelled to transfer lands under the stress of 
ein'urastances may get back their holdings under certain conditions. An 
Ordinance was already in force and the complementary legislation passed 
through one House of the Provincial legislature. It will very soon be 
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]4ftced before this House also. That is what the Government have done. 
I admit, Sir, that the situation requires probably further consideration 

As regards the suspicion of Dr. Sanjal that the cause may not be 
simply temporary but a deep-seated one on account of some other legislative 
measure that he hinted at, Government will consider when the proper 
time comes whether another more comprehensive measure is necessary to 
prevent agricultural lands from passing out of the hands of agriculturists. 
But I donH think that any useful purpose will he served by initiating an 
enquiry. We all know the real causes and it is only now not'cssaiy to 
take proper steps. We have takiui iminediute steps and as for the long 
term view we propose t(» take at the appropriate time measures to prevent 
lands from passing out of the hands of agriculturists. 

(At this stage, the House was adjourned for If) minutes for prayer.; 

{After adjmiTumeht.) 

13~-Othar Taxes and Duties. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Sir. on the recom- 
mendation ol Ili.s Kxi ellemy the Governor. 1 heg to move that a sum of 
Its. (id, ()()() be granted for expenditure under the head “Id — Other Taxes 
and Dutie.s” during the l urrent year. 

Sir, I submit that the excess expenditure is mainly due to the excess 
cost incurred for jinnting tlie Kniertainment Tux stamps which has become 
due siro e the (iovernmeiit decided to iiiipos*‘ Kntertainment Tax on cinemas 
in the mufussil also with efftMd from 1st June. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir. 1 beg to move that the demand 
of Its ()d,(HH) under the head “Id — Other Taxes and Duties” W reduced by 
Ks. ItHI to raise a di.Hcussion about the hardship caused through the present 
procedure adopteil to deal with registered dealers under the Bengal Finance 
Sales Tax Act, who had left ('alcutta temporarily during the emergency 
of 194‘..^-4d and came buck thereafter. 

Point of Privilago. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: On a (jue.stion of privilege, Sir. 
Some member of this House taking a^lvanlage of the freedom of spiasch has 
made certain statements which are false and those Htatements may get 
published in the news[»aper. Their purpose is served. In the same way 
as Dr. Sunyal made certain allegations against certain Hon'hle Ministers, 
if 1 6iiV that we also hear that Dr. Sanyul takes bribes and all that, will 
that lie justified? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8AMYAL: It will he if true. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: And if I say that he always takes 
big merchants to the C’ivil Supplies DepaHmeut and takes money from 
them and if we make such statements taking advantage of our privileged 
position in this House, .will the Hon’ble Speaker allow such statements to 
be published? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: It is very difficult to give decision on a 
matter which is absolutely hypothetical. With regard to the particular 
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xoattef ray attention was not drawn at that time. . Now, if you really 
aeriously think about it, 1 shall have to call for the proceedings to examine 
what has been said and what has not been said. It is not possible for me to 
remember all these things. You can on some appropriate occasion bring 
this matter, and then Mr. Speaker or myself, if I happen to be here in his. 
absence, will give a decision on this matter. 

Mr. AiDULLA-AL MAH MOOD: We beg of you, Sir, that these 
statements are not published and are expunged from the proceedings of 
the House. 

Dr« NALIMAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, while moving 

The H0fl*ble Mr. dOCENDRA NATH MANDAL: On a point of order, 
Sir, The statement made by Dr. Sanyal 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, this is not a point of order, and 
so I will not yield. 

The Hon'ble Mr, JOGENDRA NATH MANDAL: It is a point of 
order, Sir. If false things are published in the newspapers, certainly it 
will not be to public interest. You have said that you will take action 
as to whether or not the statement of Dr. Sanyal should be expunged from 
the proceedings of the House after you have gone through them. But may 
I know, Sir, what will be done regarding its publication in the newspapers? 

I have stated that the statement of Dr. Sanyal is absolutely and 
maliciously false. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: 1 have also stated that you have 
travelled with a second class ti(‘ket in a first c]a>s compartment. Both my 
8 tat 4 »ment and yo\irs will come out in the newspapers. I am not afraid 
of that. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: I may also sa\, Sir. that Di'. Sanyal 
has boon found to he all along in (’alcutta but drawing travelling ulh>wancb 
from his constituency to (’alcutta. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Order, order. Mr. Speaker and myself, 
on more than one occasion, have given decision as regards publication oi 
proceedings of the House in the Pre.ss. Kven the other day. I remember to 
have given iny decision with regard to matters to be published by the 
newspaper agency. I may again tell you that it is not my busiues** U> see 
what part of the proceedings of the House the Press should publish and 
what part they should not. My business is to see whether certain things 
should go into the proctHnlings or not. That point was juised hy Mr. AMulla- 
A1 Mahmond and 1 have given mv decision on that, namely, that I will 
lo<»k into the whole proceedings and then I will decide whether or not that 
portion will go into the proceedings; and the point you have raise<l is no 
point of order. The matter has Wen fully discussed, and I hope you will 
not make any further examination and cross-examination of the same thing 
whiqk it not at all desirable now. 

Drs NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir. while moving this motion 

Mr. PAZLUR RAHMAN: On a point of order" Sir. Will it not be in 
order if you direct the Press not to publish these things on which, as you 
have said, you cannot now at the present moment give your ruling as to 
whether they should form pari of the proceedings or not? 
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Of, OALIIiAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, on this point of order I should 
liho to make my submission. In any democratic le^slature there is civm- 
plete freedom of speech and if there is any observation made of an extreme 
character from one side, the other side can also use extreme 
language in characterising that thing, if they so choose it, to be false, 
malicious and whatever it may he. I submit, Sir, the Press is a responsible 
organisation: if they find any ol»servution useful or necessary for their 
publication, they will certainly not misdirect the public outiilde and will 
reflect correctly the proceedings of the House in its true perspective. If 
the Press abuses its privilege, then •the Government is there to take 
necessary action and the law of libel is there. Therefore, I submit , it is 
not within the competency of the Speaker t<» decide a matter of this 
character, and it should not W the usual pructiie of this House and juirti* 
cularly of the members of the Government parly to .seek to gag discussion 
and try to get proceedings expunged even when the mutter may be %*ery 
serious. Sir, I can give you this ussuraiiee that in ease I am not in a 
position to substantiate later on my statement, I shall myself apologise to 
this House and withdraw the statement. 


The Hon’bie Khwija Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir. you have got absolute 
right as regards what can be said and what cannot be said in this House. 
Dr, Sanyal’s statement that there is absolute freedom of speecdi in tbe House 
not correct. Gur rules are definitely against it. Pertain language 
cannot be used in the House and aspersions and insinuations also 
cannot be made here, and since your decision has not been given as to 
whether or not th<’*^c things should be included in the pr<*ceedings, 1 think 
the Pre^s should be asked not to publish them until the matter is decided 
by you. If you <lecide that the thing should be expunged, Uhmi <'ertainly 
the Pi ess cannot publish it Sujiposing you have given your tleeision : 
Jiiste.id (d post polling \our de<*ision .\ou have dei-idi'il that this thing is t* 
be expunged, may I ask you. Sir, whether the I’ress, under thf>s<‘ circuui- 
stuines, could have pubhslied thut!" I think, Sir, if they did, you would 
have called upon the I’res.s for an explanation lor a breach <d privilege as has 
been done on other iMcasioiiH in the past when the l^re.sH had been indisi reei. 
So if that proposititui is accepted and if you have ilccided today to expunge 
anything that has been said, the Press cannot publish that. As long as 
the matter is sub judu’v I maintain that the Press should be asknl not to 
publish it, because otherwise they will be doing something which would 
not have l>een allowed to them if voii had given your ruling today. 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Sir,* tbe HoiPhle the Prime 
Minister’s speech resolves itself into two parts: first, with reference to your 
part of the obligation, namely, to expunge tbe proceedings of the House; 
that is for futurity. The second is that of your injunction prohibiting 
publication of certain matters mentioned in the House. 

With regard to the first point, the Hon’ble the Prime Minister 
remembers perfectly well and I remember perfectly well too the circum- 
stances under which these Assembly rules came into existence. I’he present 
point is absolutely governed by rule 12. Rule 12 is in this form, namely, 
that the matter of every speech must in the opinion of the Speaker lie 
relevant to the matter liefore the Asfiembly. Tbe {|uestion of irrelevancy 
is a f]uestion which should have been raised when that particular speec h 
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wft« made and not two hours after. Secondly, *‘A member while speaking 
may not reflect upon His Majesty the King’*. It is not suggested by the 
Hon’ble the Prime Minister that any of His Majesty’s Council of Ministers 
in this Province juridically speaking constitute His Majesty the King. 
Then, “reflect upon the conduct of the Governor-General” — none of the 
Hon’ble Ministers constitute the Governor-General. Then, “His Majesty’s' 
representatives for the exorcise of the functions of the Crown in its relations 
with the Indian States or any Governor” — with reference to the Governor 
and with reference to the Governor-General it has been ruled here as well 
as at the Centre that in certain circumstances the reflections upon the 
conduct of the one or the other can be made in the liCgislature and the 
procecwlings are not liable to be expunged. ‘‘Fse offensive expressions 
regarding the conduct or proceedings of the Indian or any Provincial 
l^egislature” and “Reflect on any determination of the Assembly except on 
a motion for amending or rescinding it” — that contingency in this instance 
did not arise. “Except with the leave of the Speaker, di8cu8.s any ruling 
or direction or any order of the Speaker disallowing a question, resolution 
or motion” — that contingency also has not arisen. “Fse his right of 
speech for the purpose of wilfully obstructing the business of the Assembly” 
— there was only merriment and there was no (juestion of obstruction in this 
matter. Ftter treasonable words. That expression “treasonable” re(juires 
definition. Is it constructive treason to cast any reflection upon any of 
the Ministers? (Mr. Fazixl Rahman: We are not in a college.) I know 
you are not in a college but you are in a place which I described a few 
minutes ago as a Court of Miracles. Make a i)ersonal charge against any 
member. If it is a personal charge against any member, that charge was 
a charge which was levelled against the Government of India Act, 19do, 
and not against any member. There was no charge at all. There was 
simply, so far as I understand, a statement. Refer to any matter of tact 
on which a judicial decision is pending. I think the Hon’ble Prime 
Minist<'r had a lapse when he stated that the matter is suh judu'v. I do 
hope that the matter has not retwdied that stage. The matter is not 
jfidice before a court of law Wcause if it i.s u matter before a court (»f law 
unless the Prime Minister pa.sses orders under the Defence of India Rules 

^(Mr. Fazlitr Rahman: Have you understood it?) I have understor»d 

the language of the Prime Minister much better perhaps than the represen- 
tative of the Dacca Fniversity here. There is no judicial decision pending 
in a court of law— I do hope there will be no judicial derision at all in 
this matter. 

The second part of the Hon’ble Prime Minister’s speech relates to a 
request to you for an order prohibiting the Press from publishing this item 
of news. I submit, Sir, with the utmost humility that unless you clear the 
galleries and the Press, the Chair has not the right to prohibit the publi- 
cation of certain itoms of news in the Press. The Hon’ble Prime Minister 
has that right under the Defence of India Rules. Wliether he will exercise 
that right within the province in defence of estimable colleagues of his or 
not ia a question which he will decide for himself as the Hon’ble Home 
Minister and, therefore. Sir, to invite your attention and to attract your 
jurisdiction and rivet responsibility upon you for the publication of items 
of news in the Presa is, I think, very unkind, if not unfair to the Chair. 
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|fr« DEPUTY SPEAKER: The of the Hon’ble I^der of the 

Hnuse at the time of the incident would have been actually uaeful and 
helpfuL So far as I rememl>er, the Hon’ble Leader of the House wa« not 
pneient when that incident occurred. So far as I can reindlect Dr, Senyal 
made certain observations and immediately they were repudiated by members 
an the Government party. So far as I remember the Hou'ble Mr. Mandal 
rose up and said categorically that the stateipent or observant ion of Dr. Sanyal 
was absolutely folse. There were shouts from Inith sides. I ullowe<l the 
Hon'ble Mr. Barma when replying to my categorically that the statement 
or ob8er\'ation of Dr. Sanyal was absolutely false. It was repudiated by 
several members, and far us 1 remember when Dr. Sanyal nuide the 
observation I immediately stopped him and he did not proceed any further. 
The matter ought to have been brought to my notice just at that time. Of 
course it bos come to me now and I am competent to give my decision, but 
I have already said that if I have to give a dei isUui at all in this matter I 
will have to look into the wlnde procee<lings. 1 am afraid it will not be fair 
on my part at this time to .say tluit this thing .should not be published in 
news|)aper8. 1 am sure the newspaper agency is a resjainsible Uidy and 
certainly it will use its di.scretion in this matter. I am also sure that w'hat- 
ever happens inside this House at the time of hetit, it is for the new'sjmper 
agency to u.se its discretion whether U> publish it or not to publish it. 

As for tlie point of order rai.sed by Mr. Far.lur ILihinan and Mr. Abdulbi- 
A1 MuhriKUKl. it I am to give a decision, it will be fair on my |mrt to look 
into the whole pix»<eedings and .^ee whether that was a personal attack and 
whether he meant any f>ar1icular Minister by name. I do not exiiotly 
remember whom he meant. I was talking witli somebody at that lime. So I 
hope that this matter will not be dragged any further. 


13— Othuf Taxm ami Dutias. 

Dr. NALINAK6HA SANYAL: Sir, I only want to invite attention to 
one matter, namely, the hardship that is caused to a large number of 
asseseees under the Sale.s Tax who had to leave Calcutta during the emergency 
and who subsequently came back. The present situation is that they are 
given notice by hanging in tlieir premises and although they do not actually 
receive the notice they are penalised. I submit that this is creating a 
situation under which many ftorm fide businessmen had to take recourse to 
que.stionable means or methods t<> avoid assessment. ^I'liis is had both f<»r the 
Government as well as for the trade, and I recpiest the Hou’ble Minister to 
look into the question, and if there is really any point in it, to a«e if any 
improvement in the present procedure can be devised. 

The HOffl’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Sir. I am rather at a 
los.s what to say regarding this amendment. So far aa I am aware, no such 
case has been brought to the notice of the Government. If any sucjh case ia 
brought to our notice Government vrill certainly look into the matter very 
carefully, but it is rather impossible for the Government to trace such cases 
on their own initiative. However, I can assure Dr. Sanyal that if any such 
case is brought to our notice we will certainly look into the matter. 
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lrrigatioii--1S--4>tlMr Rtvmue Expifiditure flnaimtf from OnEiiary 
Rovomiot. 

Tho Hon’blo Mr. BARADA PROSANNA PAINl Sir, on the recom- 
mendation of Hia Excellency the Governor I beg to move that a sum of 
lia. 32,73,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “Irrigation — 18 — . 
Other Revenue Expenditure financed from Ordinary Revenues” during Jkhe 
current year. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I beg to move that the sum of 
Rs. 32,73,000 for expenditure under the head “18 — Other Revenue Expendi- 
ture financed from Ordinary Revenues” be reduced by Rs. 100. I move this 
to raise a discussion about the unsatisfactory character of the immediate 
protective ni(3iKsure8 on the left biidk of the Damodar. 

Sir, while on the supplementary demand, we do not intend to raise a 
discussion on the general issue of the Damodar embankment as a whole and 
the protective measures so far takcsi on^the same ns well as proposed to be 
taken in future. All that I am now seeking the Hon'ble Minister’s atten- 
tion to is the immediate measure taken to strengthen the left embankment, 
the manner and the method of doing it and the results that are apprehended 
from the same. It is felt that instead of attempting to strengthen the 
embankment with a big and expensive earthwork on the left embankment, 
Government would have done very well to allow some controlled escapement 
at the point where there was a breach last year and nearabout the large 
emljaukments and viaducts made to protect the Grand Trunk Road and the 
East Indian Railway, so that flood water from that area might under proper 
control be diverted to the Hooghly on the upj>er reaches beyond the Hooghly 
bridge. 1 submit, Sir, the embankment that has now been undertaken will 
® not be providing sufficient pr<jteetion and expert opinion does not bear out 
tluit it will be in a [H>8ition to stop more than 4 lakh cusees of water pressure 
at those {joints. I submit, .Sir, that in constructing these emlwinkments 
many vsiluable landed projKTties are being destroyed. And a huge number 
of tenonts who w^ere using the adjoining land for producing g<K)d amount 
of food have been suffering, probably irreparably. So far as my information 
gxies, even the breach has not been completely repaired as yet and I do not 
know if the earthwork that is now being undertaken will sufficiently ('on- 
s(didate before the next rains in order to enable the eartbw’ork to resist fioods 
or the pressure of flooil water if it goes beyond a particular limit. I would 
invite the atteutiou of the Hon’ble Minister to these things and expect that 
he would try to fit the immediate plan to the permanent measures he has in 
view’ on the recommendations of the expert committee. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Sir, there is just one point on which 
I would like to address the Hon'ble Minister. When travelling by the 
East Indian Railway about a month ago, I had an opportunity to discuss 
the matter with a certain gentleman who has obtained the contract for earth- 
work in that locality. He is a member of the Ministerialist Party and he is 
a ittan in whose word I have everv’ confidence. The information which was 
given to me by him w*as of a somewhat alarming character. He said that 
there was extreme shortage of labour for the work that had been entrusted 
to him. AVhere 1,000 labourers were required, they could get only 200. If 
the work proceeded at that pace, there was considerable doubt as to whether 
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sillfici^nt headway could be made before the rains set in. Tluit is an alarm* 
ing state of affairs, and I thought that I should take the first opportunity to 
brixig this matter to the notice of the Hon'ble Minister, so that he may 
irouchsafe some reply on the i>oint to this House. 

* The Hon’ble Mr. BARADA PRA6ANNA PAIN: Sir. that is absolutely 
incorrect. As a matter of fact, 20,0(K) men are at work on the einlmnkment. 
We want about 25, (KH) men and we have got noiir 20,000 men. The work is 
going oil satisfactorily and the rejKjrts that are (xmiing in indicate that the 
work has everywhere advanced. 

25— Cenaral Administratioii— Central Adminiatratiofi. 

Tha Hoii’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, on the j'ecommendation 
of His Excellency the Governor, 1 l>eg to move that a sum of Rs. 0,36,000 
be granted for expenditure under the head “25 — Geiieral Administration” 
during the current year. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Ks. 0,3.5,000 for expenditure under the he«ul “25 — General Ailniinistration*’ 
during the current year he re<luce<l by Rs. 100. 1 move this to raise a dis- 

cuvssion about the urgency of grants for enabling union boards to pay de<ir- 
ue.ss allowances to chaukidars dnng the emergency. 

Sir, 1 neeil hardly a<ld any word to the motion, because it is self- 
expl.inat4»r\ . Tins un a clas.>< of public servants working in the villages who 
are now l>enig neglected. There is a small amount provided in the budget 
whi< h IS meant mo‘.tl\ for rewanls f(»r spei'ial typ«' of work done and I 
pre^uiiH' that this i** <]ue to M<»iiH*t hing oth(*T than the gen4*ral im rement or 
de<irriess ;ilb»aan<»' that ♦*\e!\one uaiit** in the piescnt enoogeni s. I < ra\e 
tlie lloii'blc M iiiistt*! ‘s attention to tlu‘ ne(H‘ssit\ of pr<j\iding bettci <‘molu» 
mcnts In the chaukidary staff. 11 the (’huukiduri (’nmmittcc's n*('om- 
memlations were adopted, pmhably tiovernment's att<‘ntion would havi* Ihumi 
invited to this. At piesent thev area (barge on union IkwihIh, hut the union 
iKiard.s are not in a j>osition t4) finance. Therefore, 1 sulunit. Sir, that then* 
is a case made out tor (jovernrnent |Miying .some <b*arness allowance out of 
(he public revenue. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, on behalf of the llon'hle (3iief 
Minister I would first like to make it clear that out of I{s. (>,35,(K)0 passed 
by way of supplemtuilarv grant a sum of Rs. 2,<il,!f2() is asked on ac^count 
of exce.ss gmnt of bonus at Rs. 1-8 i>er head per month to duffadars and 
chaukidar.s in c^onsideration of heavy calls on their .servic(‘s in the districts 
of Chittagong, Noakhali, Tippera, Midnafxire and the Hudar and Barasef 
subdivisions in the district of 24-Pargttmvs, where military and other 
emergency operations are in progress. The sums have l)eeu allotted as 
follows: Cbittijgong Rs. 52,b47 ; Tippera Hs. Noakliali Rs. 4fi.5I5; 

Miduapore Rs. 97,884; and 24-I*arganas Rs. 44,928. 

So far as the point mentioned by Dr. Naiinuk.sha Sanyal regarding pay* 
meut of dearness allowance to chaukidars is concerned, (iovernment recognise 
that these chaukidars are poorly paid and therefore they should be paid «ome 
allowance. The number of chaukidars in the province actually stand against 
any suggestion for grant of dearness allowance, but Government have under 

24 
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consideration a proposal to grant a dearness allowance of Be. 1 per head per 
month to daftadars and chaukidars (Dr. Xalinaksha Sanyal; Thank you.) 
and this would cost the provincial exchequer a sum of Bs. 9 lakhs because in 
Bengal there are about 74,485 daffadars and chaukidars and if a sum of 
Re. 1 is granted to each of them it w'ould mean an exi>enditure of Bs. 74,485 
per month, i.e., Bs. 9 lakhs per j'ear. Government have this proposal under 
consideration. 

27— Administration of liustioo. 

Tho Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: Sir, 
on the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move tliat 
a sum ot Its. 4,47,0(10 be granted for expenditure under the head “27 — 
Adrninistnitioii of Justice” during the current year. 

Dr« NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I }>eg to move that the deimind of 
Bs. 4,47,000 for expenditure under the head “27 — Administration of Justice” 
during tin* current year be reduced by Its. 100. I move this in order to raise 
a discussion alK)Ut wastefulness and irresponsibility in the engagement of 
law'yers for the Crown as reveiiled in CM>nnection with several cases including 
Pollard case and Security Prisoners' Ilalmis (lorpiia aj»j>li(utions. 

Sir, I have taken only two insUinces. At this late hour in the evening, 
1 do not want to detain the House long, but I would like to know' from the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge and, if jiossible, from tlie Hon’ hie Chief Minister 
himself if Government have l>een w'ell advised to undertake large exiienditure 
on cert4un cases wdiere obviously Government are making a mistake. There 
ere cases and cases. I admit, Sir, that on certain occa.sions Government 
may have to engage law'vers, hut it is a pure (piestion of particnhir individuals 
W’ho have been <*harged wuth .some specific otVenco 4 ind there have l>een crises 
{)ending agiiinst them in different c-ouiis with regard to whose cases we have 
objections. If Government Imve to pay to one side in certain eases that is 
surely according most unfair treiitment to the other side. 

Let us take the l^ollard case. Mr. R. (\ Pollard — 

Mf» DEPUTY 8PEAKER: That case was discussed threadbare I think. 

Df« NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: No, Sir. In Mr. Pollanl's case lawyers 
are even now being ])aid. Mr. Polhird is accused in a case. Sir, I am not 
going into the merits of the tose. The ca.se was first tritnl at Murshidahad. 
The Hon’ble High Court thought it wi.se to have it transferred to Alipore. 
The prosecution, i.e., the (MUiipkinant had to bring all his witnes.ses and the 
complainant ha.s to come day in and day out to Alijxire. Mr. Pollard has 
not to appe«ir i>ersoually, because the Court granted him the freedom to be 
represented by a pleader. He is represente<l by a Clown pleader for which 
Government is paying everything even when Mr. Pollard is an accused in a 
case. This is the kind of thing which we would like the Chief Minister and 
the Minister in charge to ci^refully examine. 

Similarly in other ca.ses, security prissoner**’ cases, we notice that Govern- 
ment hiul engaged certain lawyers in the beginning and obviou.sly they have 
got different categories of Lawyers, but when the case went on and proceeded 
wme distance, they engaged other lawyers and they had to spend more and 
more money. Government should make up their mind as to whom they 
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waiUd pay* After all, public funds are limited and during this emergenoy 
when large demands are made on the Public Exchequer Government should 
exercise better discretion in paying out money to lawyers for certain oases 
of this character. 

• The Hon’ble Newab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadurs 1 do 

not think any reply is uecessiiry. I know that all these things are done 
simply by Government and Government is the only arbitrator in a matter 
like this. When (tovernment txmvinced that a oa.se requires the parti- 
cular services of any eminent lawyer, the (loverument must employ him for 
the satisfaction of tlie <<)iirt as well. I know I have luul to appi)int some 
lawyers even for defence. Then, 1 had to send an eminent lawyer to Delhi 
to detend cases tlmt were pending in the Federal ('ourt. We have l>eeu 
doing our duty conscientiously Ivoth for the pro.secutioii as well as for the 
defence. 

Dr. NALiNAKSHA 8ANYAL: There you are iKuind under the law 
l)ecause you have detained these prisoners. 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AINp Khan Bahadur: 1 know 

when I appointi*d a man Iriun the (^ilcutta High (\»urt I had to pay him a 
sum which I would not liave to pay hud I appointed a man at Dtdhi. When 
I have gi\t‘n thi> fai llit\ to the defeiict* I canin>t dcMiy the* same* for the 
jirosca ution well. There one must la* fair. When w'e send our lawyers 
Iroin ('ah utta \\v ueic (orninced that the ease* was of siicli a nature that 
jiartu'ular attention tiiii‘*t he given to it. (Dr. Nm,in,\ksiia Sanyai, : Am I 
to understand that in the Follaid uise also you paid for the law'vers for the 
j>roserution ?") I have done justice to both tlie j>rosecut ion and the defenee. 
(Dr N \i.iN.\Ksm In wlmli caseh) I have nothing more to add. 

28 — Jails and Convict 8attlemonU. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir. on the recommendation 
of His Excellency the* (lovernor. I heg t<» move that a sum of Hs, 78,17,000 
Ih* granted tor expenditure under the head “2H — .lails and (’onvict Settle- 
ments” during the current \cMr. 


Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned at 7-45 p.m. till 3-dO p m. on Tuesday, the 
7th March, 1044, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 



370 


[7th March, 


Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly auembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

Tins Asskmhly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Tuesday, tbe 
7tli March, 1944, at 3-30 p.m. 


Present : 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Mr. Syed Natsiier Ali) in the Chair, 
13 Hon’ble Ministers and 192 members. 

Oath or Affirmation of Allegiance. 

The following person made an oath or affirmation of his allegiance to 
the Crown : — 

Mr. R. A. H. Stevenson representing the Indian Tea Association 
Constituency. 


STARRJED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Number of cases decided and persons convicted by Special Courts Ordinance. 

•150. Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: Will the llon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department l)e pleased to slat(v— 

(a) the total number of cases decided by the Sp(‘cial Courts under 
Ordinance No. 11 ot 1912 in Bengal ui) to the 31st Mas, 1943; 
(h) the total numlHT oi peison.s convicted hy such courts up to the 31st 
May, 1943; 

(c) whether the District Magistrate of Khulna was petitioned on behalf 

of Mr. Hem ('handra Sen, a prisoner in the Khulna Jail tried 
under the said Ordinance No. II of HM2, and sentencecl on the 
29th March, HM3, hy tlie Suhdivisioiial Officer of Khulna, acting 
as a Special Magistrate; 

(d) if HO, what lu tion has been taken on that jK'tition; 

(e) whether the Superintendent and liegal Remembrancer were 

approached with a petition from the said petitioner with refer- 
ence to his conviction and senteuc'e; 

(/) if HO, with what result; 

whether the attention of the Government has been drawn to the 
judgment of the SiHM'ial Bench of the Hon’ble High Court in 
the case commonly known as the Jes.sure Constables case decided 
under the Ordinance No. II of 1942 and to the judgment of tbe 
Federal Court on appeal from the judgment of the High Court; 
and 

(h) whether Government intend to give effect to the judgment of the 
Hon’ble High Court and the Federal Court? 
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Khm Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (oil bahalf af ttia Hon’Ma Khwala 
Sir NazimudcNn): (a) 2,162. 

(6) 3,313. 

(r), (e) and (ff) Tes. 

. {d) Consequent upon the adjournment by Ilig^h C'ourt of Habeas Corpus 

petition cases, it was decided not to take any action in respect of convicted 
persons till the decision of the Fe<leral Court was known. 

(/) The pnsoner was informed through the Superintendent of Khulna 
Jail that the remedy was by way of appeal as provided by the SjHH'ial 
Criminal Courts (Repeah Ordinance, HM3 (Ordinanc'e No. XIX of 1JM3). 

(h) Sentences by Special (Viminal Courts having been validated by 
Ordinance No. XIX of 1}M3, (rovernment do not contemi>lnte rtdease of tlu^se 
prisoners unless their sentences are set aside on ap|H'al. SuiK»rintendeiits of 
Jails in Bengal have, ho\^f*ver, Immoi asked to inf<»nn all ]H‘rsons sentenced 
under Ordinance JI of 1912 of the right of ai>m‘al as jirovided by Onlinanc® 
XIX of 1943. 

Mr. 8ANSANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the HoiChle Minister l>e 
pleased to state whether similar information was gi'en to non-oflij’ial visitors 
of jails ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 am afraid, not to non-oflicial 
visitors of jails 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the H on’ble Minister be 

jdcased to state whether (lovernment \\ere satisfiod tliat llu* SuiMMintcmlentS 
have sent the information to each <»f the three thousand o«hl prisoners lodged 
in different jaiUh 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: How has the (lov<‘rnment been 
satisfied that the information has ln'en sent? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: \U M-anse fiovernmont have informa- 
tion that instructions have been received by all the Su)»enntendenls and that 
they have in then turn <luly earned out the nistnntions giM-n to them. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Are we to understand tinit theHe 
Superintendents ha\e writt<*n hack to (Miverninent .sasing that they have 
complied with tlie instructions? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 'Ihe Superintindenis have duly 
acknowledged receipt of ffovernment instnudioiis and tiovernment liave full 
confidence in their officers that they will see that (tovern merit instrut tiorift 
bavi* been carried out. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’hle Minister he 
pleased to state whether Government have asked for a report from the Sujier- 
intendents and whether the present answer is based on any Hiich report? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAIiMED ALI: It is not necessary to ask for a reiK)rt 
whether any instruction issued ha.s been complied with. In vi^w of the fact 
that Government have issued a circ'ular instruction it is taken for granted 
that the instructions have been carried out. 
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Mr, SABAMKA BEKHAR BAMYAL: Ib the Hon^ble Minister aware as 
to whether any prisoner has complained that he has not received this 
informationP 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI, No complaint has been received so 
far from any prisoner. 

Purohnae and distriliution of floe ki Rangpur distriot 

*161* Mailivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKARS Will the Hon'ble Minister 
in charge of the Civil Supplies Department be pleased to state — 

(a) the quantity of rice and paddy purchased on Government account in 

1943 within the district of Rangpur; 

(b) what quantity of said materials was imported in that period from 

outside; 

(c) what quantity was sold to — 

(r) Government servants, 

(7t) Cheap Grain Stores, 

(nV) Gruel Kitchens out of the said stock; 

(d) what (juantity was 8|>erit for free distribution; 

(e) what was the stock at hand on the 30th November, 1943; and 
(/) what (luantity was exjKjrted outside the district in 1943? 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 

BuhraMfardy) S A statement is laid on the Table of the Iloine 


Statemenl referred to in reply to starred q^iestion No. 151. 

Rioe. Paddy. 




Md. 

sr. 

ch. 

Md. 

ar. 

ch. 

(a) Quantity of nco arul paddy purchited on Governmont 
aiirount in 1943 within th?' di«tnct of Rangjiur. 

56,908 

34 

9 

29,367 

36 

11 

(6) QuaniitiOH imporU'd in that period 
Oovornmont aooount. 

from outside on 

23,278 

25 

0 

8,720 

0 

0 

(c) Quantitioa Hold to — 








(*) Governmont servants 


5,904 

37 

11 




(it) (’heap Gram Stowa 


25,317 

32 

15 

7,711 

0 

0 

(»«t) Gruel Kitehena out of 


12,420 

30 

8 




tho stock in column (a). 








(d) Quantity s}HMit on frtn* distribution 


5.596 

34 

13 

17,628 

2 

0 

(#) Stock in hand on the 30th November, 

1943 

22,861 

3 

10 

10,100 

34 

11 

(/) Quantity export^ni outside the district in 1943 ex-Govem- 

7,027 

0 

0 

2.648 

0 

0 


meat storkn. 

Quality of rice supplied to Relief Oefitree in Bengal. 

*15^ Mr. HEM CHANDRA NA8KAR: ia) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Civil Supplies Department be pleased to state the quality of 
rice supplied to different Relief Centres in this Province? 

(h) Is it a fact that (i) rice supplied to these centres was rotten, and 
(ti) people using it have been attacked with cholera, dysentery’ and 
other diseases? 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. H, B^ 
Buhraarardy): (n) Mostly rice of poor qualities supplied by other Provinces. 
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(h)(t) WKile the quality was not always vory satisfactory, it can, by no 
means, be described as rotten or unfit for human consumption. 

(u) No. 

Khan Bahadur ABDUL WAHAB KHAN* Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased to state if Government took any stejis to ascertain the causes of 
'widespread appearance of swollen leps and dysentery amonjj the pmir }>eople 
who attended relief kitchens and consumed bad quality ol ncey 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: iiox eminent have not any such 
information from the local authorities. 

Khan Bahadur ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Will the Government 
pleased to consider the desirability td asi-ertaininjf now if sucb thinjirA 
happen as a result of consuminjr the had <iuality of ri<*e? 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: I nless the local authorities report on 
the basis of inedii’al rept>rt that it was due to consuming- had (quality of ri(‘e, 
Government is not willing- to take any action. 

8J. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Wdl the Honlde Minister be 

pleased to state from what ju'ovince or pn^vinces this had ijuality of rice was 
imjiorted int<> Tleng-alV 

Mr. ABDULLA*AL MAHMOOD: (icnerallx from Gri'^sa and Bihar. 

8J. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Will the lion hie MinisUr 1)6 
pleaseil to state li aii\ c(uii]>laint was ma<le to the Governments of resjwctive 
jirovinccs concerned alMOit the had (|nalit\ of rice Mi]q>lied hy them!-* 

Mr. ABOULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Yes. Sir, neeessary steps have been 
taken and the re‘H])ective Provincial Governments have lieen informed. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: With reference to the answer juet 
given to the (luestum of Khan Bahadur Abdul Wahah Khan, w'ill the 
lion hie Minister he pleased to stati- it he ever cure<l to visit such relief 
eentii**^ to sec the cr)!!!!!!:!*!! of the poor jieople? 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: We have visited a number of centres. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Will the Ifon'hle Minister }>e pleased 
to state whether he himself marked any man with swollon feet or lege 
or having other disea-ses lying there y 

Mr. ABOULLA*AL MAHMOOD: It may he said that it was not due to 
their attending the gruel kitchens and consuming the l)ud quality of rice. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Sir, my (juesti«m has not been 
answered. !kly question is. whether he found any such cases. 

Mr. ABDULLA«AL MAHMOOD: hut tliat might he due to other 

causes. 

Khan Bahaihir ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Will the Hon 'hie Minister he 
pleased to state if any member of the Government party or any Ihirliarneniary 
Secretary ever noticed swollen leg.s and tried to ascertain the causes by any 
means whatsoever!* 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Xo such cases have lM*en brought to 
our notice. Although we visited many relief kitchens we have not come 
across any such caees. 
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Mr. A. F. STARK! Hm the Hon’ble Minister lodged any claim for rebate 
for bad quality of rice supplied to this province? 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOO: Yes, Government have written to the 
respective Provincial Governments for refund of money for giving rice of 
bad quality. 

Mr. ABDUL LATIF BIBWAB: In view of the prevalence of opinion that 
due to the very bad quality of rice there have been epidemic diseases, will the 
Hon^ble Minister be pleased to stnte whether he considers the desirability 
of makings any enquiry as to the causes of these epidemics? 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: This concerns the Medical and Public 
Health Departments which, if moved, mifrht look into it. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Will the Hon'bie Minister be pleased 
to state the (jiiantity of bad quality of rice imported from other provinces? 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: This I cannot say oft‘hand and more- 
over the quantity of rice that was imported and giv<‘n to gruel kitchens have 
already been consumed. 

8J. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Will the Hon hie Minister lie 
pleased to state tlie amount of bad quality of rice imiiorted into Bengal by 
Messrs. Tsjiahani & Co.? 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: That I ca nnot .say offhand. 

Mr. ABDUL LATIF BIBWAS: Will the Ilon'ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether before the distribution of the ric(‘ which came from other 
provinces any inspection was made whetlier the rict‘ was fit for consumption? 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD; It was not ])Ossible at that time because 
the consignments came in such congestion that it was not po‘<sible to take 
delivery of all tlie cotisignnu*nts after assorting them and take them in proper 
places. 

Khan Bahadur Bhah ABDUR RAUF: When tlie bad ({uality of rif e was 
brought Iff the mdiee of (rovernimuit. did (loverfimtuit ever take care to have 
the rice examin<*d hy the ]*uhlie Health I)e])artment ? 

Mr, ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: No. Sir, (iovernment have assorted the 
rice and graded the <iuality. I'hev ha\e taken stejis and have informed the 
Governiiu*nls which suiiplied riee of had quality b» refund the money. 

Khan Bahadur ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Will tiie Hon'iile Mini.ster be 
pleased to state if (rovernnient propo.se to take any step.s for getting refund 
of the amount for the 8up])ly of bad riee? 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Yes. Government have already taken 
steps. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Will the Hon’hle Minister l>e pleased 
to state whether full pavunent has already lHH*n made to those provinces? 

Mt. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Tes. 

KiMul BalMMiur Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: 

8 # 4^ Wfi m ^ 

fV r 
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Mr. AfiOULLA*AL MAHMOOO: That question does not arise. 

Dr* NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to answer (a) will the 
Hon’hle Minister be pleased to state what has happened to the rice of fwor 
quality purchased within the province? 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: This is with regard to the bad quality 
of rice that came from other ]>rovinces. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, the question was. what quality of 
rice was supplied to different relief centre*^ in the province and the answer 
is, mostly rice of poor qualities supplied by other t>rovinces. My qut‘stion 
is what has hai)pened to that (juantity (u* amount of jHu>r quality of rice 
punduised within the province. 

•Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD. No had ({uality of rite was purchaMut 
by Government within the pn>\ int e. 

Khan Bahadur Shah ABDUR RAUF: N it not a fact that the rit e 
8Upi)lied to th(' ionMnnei> wa^ full of husk< and st<»nes^ 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: I think it does not arise out (d this 
question. 

Mr. ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Will the Hon'hle Minister W pleased to 
state ^\hether any quantity of rice juirchaMai within the provim'c was hml and 
rotten ? 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: No 

Mr. ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: In vie^^ of the answer (u) -mostly fit'© 
of |»oor tjualities supplied h\ other proMiue.s, we suggest that there was >ome 
j>ortion (»f the rotten riet* whnh ua.s purehase<l in this provmi’e. Will the 
Jlon’ble Minister lx* pleased to state from whieh distrii'ts or from what 
source (Ins I lee el bail quality eanie from? 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: 1 have already said, from other 
jirovinees. 

8j. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Will the llon'lde Minister lie 

pleased to state where the nee of goial ((uality has gone? 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: 11 has lx‘en distributed to grind 
kiti'hens, throug’h chea|> g^raiii shops and us free dedes, 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Will the Mon 'hie Minister lie 
pleaded to stall* whether (fovernment have Mritten to those* provinces asking 
for eomfiensatiein for the injury to the rnaiihtMul of this provima* cauH<*<l hy 
this ywor quality of rice? 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOO: Of eourm*, referenee has been made lor 
the refund of money for the supply c»f riee of hail quality. 

Mr. ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Will the Hon’hle Minister 1^ pleased 
state whether Government have got any answer from those [irovinees as 
regards the refund of money? 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: I cannot say offhand. Negotiations 
are going on. 
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Mf. A. M, ABDUL HAMID: With reference to answer (b) (t), will the 
Hon’ble Minuter be pleased to state whether any step was taken to have that 
poor quality of rice examined by the Public Health Department or by other 
chemical or other means? 

•Mfi ABDULLA^AL MAHMOOD: I think this question does not concern 
this department. Of course, if rice of bad quality came, Government might 
look into the matter, but such bad quality of rice has not come before 
Government. 

Mf. A. M. ABDUL HAMID: With reference to answer (b) (i) that it 
can, by no means, be described us rotten or unfit for human consumption, 
it may l>e an individual judgment. Will tlie Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether that opinion of his was based on any chemical examination? 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMDOD: No, Sir. 

Mr. A. M. ABDUL HAMID: Then, Sir, it is the opinion of a layman 
only. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That (question does not arise. 

Mauivi Md. ISRAIL: In view' of the answer just now given, w’ill the 
Ilon^ile Minister consider the desirability of getting this rice examined 
either by medical means or by chemical means? 

Mr. ABDULLA«AL MAHMOOD: Most of this rict* has already been 
consumed. The small (juantify that is now in hand has been assorted and 
Government do not think it necessary to make any examination. 

MmiIvi Md. ISRAIL: Will the Hon’hle Minister be pleased to state 
whether in future Government will appoint or take niMessary ste])s to get 
examined all rice and other foodstuffs which ma\ be unsuitable for human 
consumption without gi\ing their owui verdict without any examination 
W'hnt soever? 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Steps have already been taken for 
assoiting the rice that is coming trom out.sido tlu' province. 

Khan BaluKlur Shah ABDUR RAUF: Is it a fait that the Government 
rici* which is rotting at (Jaibandha has been sent to Katabari refugees' camp 
for consumption by the poor refugees? 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: I do not think this (|uestion ari.ses out 
of this. However, I have no information. 

Khan Bahadur ABDUL WAHAB KHAN; With reference to answer 
(h) Iff), will the llon’ble Minister be pleased to state the source of his 
information that there was no oa.se of cholera, dysentery and other diseases in 
the camp? 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Because the Public Health Department 
or tile ('ivil Surgeon of the Kwality in which gruel kitchens were .situated 
have not rejKirted any such case. 

Khan BMiadur ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Is the Hon ble Minister aware 
that in each and every gruel kitchen camp there are a large number of 
sw*ollen leg patients available and visible and any Minister or any Parlia- 
mentary Secretary must have noticed this? 
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Ilf. SPEAKERS Thai is not a question that miuires a reply. 

SJ# NARENDRA NATH DAS CUPTAs In view of the answer jfiven by 
Oovernment that there was no disease like cholera and dysentery** by using 
this rotten rice, will the Ilon’hle Minister be plea.sed to stale by what process 
then (jroveniment came to know that the rice supplied by other provinces 
was rotten if it did not prodiK'e any bad effect on the consumer? 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: We have received such information 
from our officers. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Ilotrble Minister consider the 
desirability of en(|uiriiig us to which of their agents or chief agents are 
resjionsible for im]u)rting this bad and mieatahle riee? 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: The rice was so mixed up that it was 
not an ea.sy matter just to timl out whieh of their agents brought this rice. 

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(Anawera to which were Uid on the table) 

District Board roads taken ovar by military. 

65. Khan Bahadur JA8IMUDDIN AHMED: Will the Ilon ble Minister 
in charge oi the {'omiiiunu ations an<l Works Department Ik* pleased to 
state whether — 

{0} an> District Hoard road or roads Imvp been taken over by the 
iinlitar\ autlioritie.s without notice; 

{h) such road or loads have been improved through tin* agency of the 
( ommunications and W(»rks D«*partnicrit ; and 
(c> these have lieen left unattentled subsequently? 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon'ble Mr. Barada Prasanna Pain): I 'lie information 

askud for i> >uch us cannot he diH<'loHe<l tor military rejtsons 

Allegad forcible seizure by Subdiviaionai Officer of Balurghat of thousands 
of maunds of paddy belonging to an agriculturist. 

68. Mr. A8HUT06H LAHIRI: (a) AVill the Ilon'lde Minister in charge 
of the ('ivil Sujjplie.s Department be pleaseil to state whether - 

(r) any report was received by the District Magistrate of Dinajpur 
regarding forcible seizure and distribution of some thousamls of 
maunds of paddy belonging to an agricult urist iii village Hinsira, 
in Balurghat sulnlivision, by the Subdivisional Officer, some time 
in May last; and 

(iV) it is a fact that the Subdivisional Officer marched at the head of about 
one thousand people and raided the house of the said agriculturisiP 
(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state — 

(♦) what action have Government taken in the matter; and 
(it) if no action has yet been taken, what action do they propose to take 
therein P 
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Minister in ehargs of the Ci*il Suppiios Departonoirt (tho Hon’blo 

Mfi H, 8i SuhfOWOrdy) " (o) (i) A miscellaneous petition containing such 
allegations was filed before the District Magistrate. Dinajpur; the allega- 
tions could not, however, be substantiated. 

(w) No. 

(b) Government do not propose to take any action in the mattor as 
enquiries made by the District Magistrate go to show that the allegations are 
untrue. 

Mr. NiSHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon^ble Minister be pleased 
to tell us if the fietitioner was given an fippfirtiinity to adduce evidence before 
the District Magistrate in order to siib.stantiate his ca.se? If so, w'hen ? 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: The District Magistrate made an 
enquiry into the complaint made. The petition did not contain the names 
of the iiersons against whom complaints were made nor were there any names 
of witnessf's. After erujuiry it was found that the allegations w’ere untrue. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Sir, the allegation was made against 
the Suhdivisional Officer. Will tlie Ilon’hh* MinistfT he ])lpased to tell us 
whether the petition did not contain the name of tlie Sulidivisional CtfReer? 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: The petition i-ontained only one name, 
viz., the name of the |»etitioner and no names of tho.'^e who were accused or 
who w(*re witnesses were giviui. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: If you ^uIl look into the <iuestion, 
you will find that the allegation was made against the Suhdivisional Officer 
and therefore no name is neeessar> . So certainl\ tlie petition contained 
allegations against th«‘ Siih(li\ iMonal Officer. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: What is your que.stion, Mr. Datta? 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: My (jm‘sti(in is in view of the fact 
that the allegation was made against the Suhdivisional Officer is the llon'ble 
Minister aw’are that no name is nee(‘ssarv? 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: The District Magistrate on enquiry 
found that the allegations were untrue. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the ITon'hle Minister he pleased 
to tell us if there wu.s no name against whom complaints were made, what 
was the enquiry alauit? 

Mr, ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: The enquiry was with regard to the 
false ullegatiou <if looting. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hoirhlc Minister \je pleased 
to state whether the eiKpiiry was made in the presence of the {petitioner P 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Y es, in {iresence of the petitioner and 
be was also examined. 

Mr. BHAHEOALI: Will the Hon'hle Minister Ik‘ pleased to state whether 
on the alleged day the Suhdivisional Officer w'ent to a particular agriculturist? 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Yes. The Subdivisional Officer at the 
request of the gentleman from whose house paddy was distributed went aft«* 
two other officers were deputed, to see that the distribution was made properly. 
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Of« ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state how many thousands of maunds of paddy were jKKssessed by this 
agriculturist ? 

Mr. ABDULLA*AL MAH MOOD: I cannot say off-hand. So far ae I can 
.remember possibly the agriculturist had some 300 maunds of paddy or some* 
thing like that over and alwve his own requirements. 

Mf. A. F. STARK: Is it a fact that the agriculturist was a hoarder? 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Ye.s. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will ihv llon'ble Minister U* pleased 
to stute who ordered this distributitm to Ik* madeP 

Mr. ABDULLA*AL MAHMOOD: The fact is that this agriculturist every 
year usetl to distribute padd> on loan to the tn/inr^ and the poorer tenants. 
This time when the price oi rice was rising high, (iovernment is.sued a notice 
under section 75A of the Defence of India Hiiles. s(j that th(* stock might 
not be clandestinely dissipated and at the reqvn^st of this agriculturist the 
Subdivisional Officer deputed two officers to see that the distribution w'as 
made peacefully and on the execution of jutqier bonds. 

Srijut NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
plea.sed to state whether any money w’us gi^en to lhi.s OTotdur for the paddy 
taken from his 

Mr. ABOULLA-AL MAHMOOD: He is not an umiiUir. 

Klian Bahadur Shah ABDUR RAUF: Will the Hon'lde MinisWr be 
pleaded to stale whether paddy was distributed giatuilously or was it 
distributed on loan ^ 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: No. it was on loan 

Khan Bahadur Shah ABDUR RAUF: Will the Hon'ble Minister lie 

jdeascd to ■'late whcthci loan bas been realised or noty 

Mr. ABOULLA«AL MAHMOOD. 1 cannot say tliat off-hand. Ifonds 
ha\e been (‘xecuted for that loan. 

Mr. SA8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
jdeased t(» state wlictlier the empiiry nderred to in answer (h) W’us an 
executive eiojuiiy or a judicial eiujuiryr' 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Of course, 1 cannot say that off-hand, 
but the rejiort is that an empiiry’^ was made. 

Mr. SASANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: Will the Hmrbie MinisU^r be 
plea.sed to consider the de‘-irability of having a judicial enquiry made into 
the matter? 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD^ Theie is no nceessity. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Will the Hon’ble MinisW be pleased 
to state if it is a fact that due to searcity of paddy the villagers nearby 
apjuoacbed the Executive Officer to help them in the matter of taking rice 
from this agriculturist? 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Every year this agriculturist used to 
gpve paddy on loan to the adiart and )K>orer tenants. This time also he 
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agreed to give them loan after notice wae served upon him and he himself 
ap^proached the Subdivisional Officer, so that the distribution might be made 
in the presence of the officers and he could get back this paddy. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state the numW of persons among whom this alleged distribution was- 
made? 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: I cannot say that off-hand. 

Mr. A8HUT0SH LAHIRI: Is it a fact that the Commissioner of the 
Rajshahi Division paid a visit to the spot and made an enquiry- into the 
matter? 

Mr. ABOULLA-AL MAHMOOD: I have no information. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state who informed these persons among whom the paddy was distributed 
to come on that particular date? 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Rice was distributed on tw-o days. The 
agriculturist himself fixed up two dates and the })oor people got the informa- 
tion from him. 


Point of personal explanation. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: On a point of personal explanation. Sir. 

I f)we you and the House an a|»ology and (‘Xplanation for certain observation^ 
that r made yesterduN on which some heat was created. And before proceed- 
ing with the facts of the case whicdi 1 have now fully collected I offer my 
urupialified apology to th(‘ House for having not bcmi yesterday in a ])Osition 
t(» ]daee the exact and correct state of affairs. The tacts arc as ttillows 
The Hon’ble Mr. I^remhari Harma .(uproiyt. The facts are as follow's. 
The Hnn’hle Mr. Prem Hari Itarma and the Hon’blc Mr. -Togendra Xath 
Mtmdal travelled to Kushtia trom Calcutta by the t?d-Fp on 4th March, 
1944, i.e., on Saturday last to attend the Scheduled Caste Conference there. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: On a {>oint of j)ri\ilege. Sir. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: CriltT, (iriliT. ])r Sanyul, do you want to 
Buy iinytliintr I'.V "I'.V of jH'isoiiiit explamitioii and ? 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Y.-b. 

Khan B.hwiur Shah ABOUR RAUF: 1b it necessary for the personal 
explanation to he given in such detail? 

< Interruption.) 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: The Hon’hlc Mr. Prem Hari Barma 
travelled on nMpiisition No. T1 for on** first class full compartment and 
4 servants for which 8 first class tickets were to he paid for by the Govern- 
ment of Bengal. 

The Hofl’Ma Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: How* does all this arise on a 
{>oint of apology and personal explanation? 

Mauliri MU HAMM ED I8RAIL: On a }K)int of order, Sir. 

(Interruption.) 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, order. 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYALt The Hon’ble Mr. J. N. Mondal travelled 
on Requisition No. 19. 

(Interruption.) 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I was friven to understand by Mr. Speaker 
tliai Dr. Sanyal w’ould make a statement explainin^r the position and that 
he had got the eonsent of both the Speaker and the Hon’ble the lA.»ader of the 
Houfie. I have just consulted the Hon’ble IxMider of the House on this matter 
and he has also agreed that Dr. Sanyul will rijw* to explain these things by 
way of personal explanation. I am just gi^ing him this latitude. 1 shall 
hear him and shall atop him if he is irrelevant. 

Or. NALINAKaHA SANYAL: The Hon'ble Mr. Mondal also tmvelied 
on requisition from Colcutla to Kushtiu 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: N there a gimrantee tlmi the 
honourable memlier will n<»l have to another ajxiiogy for any wrong 

statement y 

Or. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Tf there i.s any wrong .statement I shall 
not hesitate to ajMilogise 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I shall see whether he will have to offer 
unotliei a|H»log\ . 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: The llon’hle Mr. Mondal tnivelled in a 

hist (lass ('oM|»e <»ii a nMiuisition with S .si*r\ant.s ioi which -4 first class far6» 
tiiid S scr\ants tares were paid The ilon’lde Mr. liarnia's c(nn|>iirl ineiit was 
bmnd to have ‘J m<»re unauthoiisod persons travelling and at Kanaghat tw*o 
S W.M’. cicvviiicn nsilised from them — the rereijit mentions the name of llm 
llon’lde Ml. Hanna Its. 24-ltt, Us. from (Mudi tixiveller, U.s. for 

tii.st ( lass tales and {HMiallv IN 4»a(di. I am lairry thui there was any 

iiisiiiuaiion mad<' alwmt the lion'lile Mr. Msiiidal, who although travelling 
on the S4im«* tnim. did not travel .secsind edass as 1 mentioned yesterday. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 think the homnimhlo. 
member should aj>ologi.se both U) the Hon’ble Mr. Ifarma and tbe Hon’ble 
Mr. Mondal tor the insinuation he made; oiherw’ist* the wlude <d' the 
expLinalum and tluit part of the proceedings will have bi he expunged from 
the reisird. Tliat is what I would .suhnnt tsi you, Sir When he made 
certain stateineiitH and insinuation.s agJiiiist honourable imuiiberH on this side 
of the House it wa.s iminediatelv protested and objected to. The allegation 
was that the sUitemenl was false. It lias been proved by his own statement 
that his .statements were absolutely false. He ha.s not H{Mdogis<Ml to tlie 
Hon’ble Mr. Ihiriini or to the Hon’ble Mr. Mondal. 1 think tluit he should 
tender an a^ndogy to both the Hon’ble Ministers, othenvise the slateiiients 
that he made yesterday and to<biy .should, 1 submit, he expunged. 

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: Dr. .Sanyal, have you anything to sayy 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I am mirprised that the I/iuider of the 
House takes up such an attitude. In my opening statement itself I starte<l 
by saying “I offer an unqualified apology both to the House and to the 
Hon’ble Ministers concerned.” In fact, you will notice, Sir, that yesterilay's 



^*1 POIUT OF PEESONAL EIPLANATION, [7th Uamcb, 

statement, if it is ever gone into carefully, will stow that my complaint has 
been against the Government of India directly and not against the Hon’ble 
hiinisters. 

The Htm’ble Mr. aOCEHDRA NATH MONDAL: Sir, 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I hope you will not rise on a point of order. 
The Hon’ble Leader of the House has expressed very clearly your point of 
view. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: On a point of privilege, Sir. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER. Order, order. No point of privilege now. 
I have to finish this long business. You belong to the Government party 
and you will, I hope, realise the importance of this. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: May I be permitted to draw your 
attention to this fact? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Is it on a new^ ix)int of order? 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: My point is not about what Dr. Sanyal 
said yesterday. My {wint is about the publication of the report of yesterday’s 
proceedings in the newspapers. Dr. Sanyal made certain statements 
insinuating u|K)n the conduct of honourable nieml>ers on this side of the 
House. In reply to that I submitted l>efore you that you would be pleased 
to expunge those statements from the proceedings of the House. I also 
submitted that if any man gave any information, however groundless or 
baseles.s it might be — he might be insinuating — iind if that ^Kirticular piece 
of infornuUion was published then his object was .served. I have information 
and it was rumoured strongly that Dr. San\al used to make tadlur for traders 
and merclkants by taking money 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: It is an absolute!} malicious he. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: My point is. Sir, that out of t!ie two 
]K)int.s I mad(‘ only one has been published in the Anintd Ihizar Patnka. 

(Interruption. ) 

I said that Dr. vSanyal u.sed t<i draw travelling allowance from his (Hinstituency 
although he was [lermanently residing in ('nlcutta. That was published. As 
regards the rumour that is atioat outside and alwmt wliich 1 stated in this 
House, that has not l>een published 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, order. You are making a speech. 
1 am afraid the matter has ended. As regard.s the puhlicjitiou of these 
matters in the newspapers I gave my decision yesterday. You are an 
experienced fKirliaineiitarian and you should kium my position. 

(Interruption. ) 

Well, I have no oontixd whatsoever as to what will or will not be published 
in the new'spai>ers outside this House, and then I have not even seen today 
what has l>een published in the new.spapers. Therefore I am not in a position 
to take any decision on the ma\.er. I wdll go through that paper. But can 
you suggest whether 1 have got power to deal with the Press? 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Yes. Sir, you have got that power. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: You better give me the paper: I will 
axAinine the statement that has been published in the Press, and 1 will see 
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ialfer if I have got anything to do in the matter. But I will not allow any 
mole discussion on this matter. 

Oft NALIHAK8HA $ANYAL: On a point of order. Sir. Sir, I shall 
not ask you to do anything which is not in accordance with the rules. I am 
only requesting you, unlike the request from the other side, not to expunge 
anything from the proceedings, because I stand on everything that I hove 
stated in the House. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: What is your ptunt of order? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: My point of order is this; 1 submit 
that all these insinuations and allegations against me are absolutely false 
and knowingly false, and I hope and trust this will be placed on record by 
your office. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR SAnVaL: Sir, may I crave the indulgence 
of appealing to you and thnnigh you to the whole l!o\ise that when Dr. Sjinyal 
made an iillegation yesterdjiy he was geiienuis and (xmittHUis enough to make 
amends to<la> straight and simj)le and Mr Ahdtilla-Al Mahm<H»d who is not 
merely a mem})er 4>1 the II ou.*^ l>ut also a resjH)nsihle fumd ionary of the 
Government, has raised a {mint of order 4Uid of privileg<‘ and reiterated mean 
allegations against one of th(‘ honourable members. May we expe('t, Sir, 
that the honouratile member Mr Ahdulla-Al M^iIuikhmI will have the goodneas 
and greatness to withdraw the remarks he has made and for which ho haa 
no eAidence in his yH>sse>si<in Sir. it this is the W 4 iy in which the level of 
the (‘ontrovei's^ comes doun in the pixx eediiig.s, it \n ill viohile the deimrum 
and decency of the House. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr Sanyul, you hav(* finished, and T think 
it is uj» to Ml Ahdul)a-Al Mahmood nlo-tln'i to withdraw or not. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Mr l)e{>uty Sp«saker. Sii, you 
ought to iiisi.Nt upon the lionoumhle meinher to withdraw his statement in 
which lie ba.s made mean allegations. He iuis himselt .stateil that on rumours 
he has made those iillegations. If the honourable meinher will so demean 
himself as to be guided by rumour.s 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Stinyal, I have jiromised to hnik into the 
paper: I will .see what ha> htnui {>uhlished there 4md I will also Mf*e from the 
proceedings whal observation lias been made by Mr. Abdullu-Al Mabmood, 
and then I will decide the matter. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, far as 1 am <oncerned, I do not 
want any withdmwal. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, tlie niemlier.s of the Coalition 
Party are unable to quote facts and figures just as are l>eing supplied by the 
Opposition, and so they have now entered into a mean conspiracy for pulling 
down the able members of the Opposition, 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: That is a matter of opinion, 

Mr. A. M. A. ZAMAN: On a point of order, Sir. Mr. Depiitv Hpeakr, 
WMCT5 WfR? through — Minirter^ STVI WZV iSto 

Sfl f5Rl, '5?ftar Vtcs tW CflST C¥tOI ftffw 
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Public Meeting f?ni ’TCW CSffTOf^ fTO 

^f ffe g7 ;g H f^, — C'5fC^ OtSi C^3Tn (Cries of no more, no 

more, shot up, etc., were shouted from the Government Benches). 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: That is no point of order. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IODIQI: On a point of order, Sir. I shoiUd 
like to know if the word "‘lie” used by the honourable member for the 
Municipality of Murnhidahad and the word “mean” used by his cx)U8in the 
other Mr. Sfinyal, are to be allowed. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I have always decried the use of this sort 
expressions. These are absolutely unparliamentary and I hope the members 
will not use them. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sii% a li^ will always remain a lie. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Unlike the member of the other 
side 1 am prepared t<) withdraw. But has he tlie courage and greatness* to 
withdraw the remarks made b> him?* 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: It is not always fair tluit T .should a.sk for 
expressions to be expunged, ami it is usually the practice that even in the 
House of ('ommons unparliamentary expressions arc not expunged. 

Yes, Mr. Atul Chandra Sen. 

Supplementary Emtimates for 194o-44. 

DEMAND FOR GRANTS. 

‘*28 — Jails and Convict Settlemonts.’* 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Sir, T pro}H)se to move Nos. ‘i‘2 ami -14 
together, and 1 hope you will be pleased to give me double the time. 

Sir, 1 l>eg to move tliat the demand of Ks. 78,17,000 for expenditure 
under the b«ad “28 — Jails and Convict Settlements” during the current year, 
be reduced by Rs. l(K). The object of my motion is to niise a discussion 
about the luul diet supplied to prisoners and overcrowding of jails fur beyond 
their capacities. 

Sir, 1 also l>eg to move that the demand of Rs. 78,17,000 for expenditure 
under the head “8 — Jails and Convict Settlements” during the current year, 
be reduced by Rs. 100. The object of this motion is to raise a discussion 
alxiut the inadequacy in the provision for pro]>er amenities to prisoners in 
jails including security prisoners regarding hwd, clothing, etc., and 
insuflSciency of provisions regarding sanitary arrangements and congestion 
in jails. 

Sir, speaking about the diet supplied to ordinary prisoners I am reminded 
of the days when about 22 years ago 1 was a prisoner in the Dacca Central 
Jail. AVhen 1 entereil the jail, the special treatment had not been introduced 
and for over two mouths I had been given food given to ordiruiry prisoners. 
I yet remember the rich and splendid menu to which I was treated for about 
60 days, especially 1 cannot forget the lopsy, that is Mr. Suhrawardy’s gruel 
lo<^ without do/, and the curious decoction called a vegetable curry by 
ca|il<^8y» prepared by dried and rotten leaves boiled together. One might 
iSi&k that in the course of the last 22 years that etate of affaira haa changed. 
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But, no. As a non-official visitor of the Dacca Central Jail I have observed 
that the same state of affairs prevails even today. Once I went to the kitchen 
and detected the same dried and rotten leaves boiled toother in the vegetable 
‘^witch's" cauldron. I remarked that the food was uneatable, and came 
|tway. When I next went to visit the jail, I found that the Superintendent, 
a European gentleman, remarked in the counter- remarks column, “Well, food 
is not bad and I personally tasted it myself and found it O.K.” Then I 
wrote the remarks: “My friend the Superintendent has personally tasted 
the food and found it U.K. but I would not ever give it to my cows to eat. 
This food is not worthy of human consumption.*’ Now, this is the slate of 
affairs in a first class jail like the Dacca Central Jail. What is true t»f Dacca 
is true of other jails in Bengal. It ie not merely that unfortunate prisoners 
in jails do not get proper food in jails hut they are also huddled uj> together 
like cattle. Recently in Contai sub-jail more than OCX) people were huddled 
together in >mall barracks which had not the capacity to accomrnoilate 2tKl 
people. This i^ horrible. Then, again. Sir. there is insufficient water- 
supply in the Dacca Central Jail. Many prisoners complained to me that in 
hot and sultry nights they cannot have even a droj> of drinking wafer to 
driuk. I enquired and I found that their grievance was genuine. 

Now. Sir, coming fnon the ordinary prisoners to the .seinirity prisoners, 
I shall say only a few* word.s. These jieople, the security jirisonera have 
complained about bad food, about insufficient chdbing, about want of pro}ier 
amenities and all that. Thes d<i not get sufficient clothing. In wMiitor they 
do not receive sufficient warm clothing and w’hatever tlii'y get they g*'t after 
the winter is over, after the necessity is gone. Sir, I will not dilate on those 
things. Their grievances, their <oinplaint<s are various and many. 

1 will today direct attention to one fact wdiich ahows to what extent this 
Government < an he callous with regard to the suffering of these security 
prisoners. I shall sjieuk of facilities of medical treatment. Sir, 1 have seen 
cases in whi( h ‘<e( iirity jirisoners suffering from very .serious diseases requiring 
proper treatment <lo not get necessary facilities. J will give you a few 
instances. There is Bahu Kedareswar Sen Gupta, a security prihoner, who 
has for about the last 20 year.s of his life been suffering from intestinal 
tuberculosis. As a matter of fact when he was arrested he had to l»e irarried 
from home on a stretcher. I told Sir Nazimuddin why he arrested this man 
who is more dead than alive. He replied “His brain is active though 
physically he is weak. He must be detained.” He has been detained. He 
was suffering badly. Recently he was removed to the Presidency Jail. 
Doctors in attendance prescribed certain medicines and diets but the Govern- 
ment said, “No, the cost of this medicine and diet canimt l>e covered by the 
scheduled rate allowed to a security prisoner,” Can there he anything more 
barbarous, more inhuman, more cruel in treatment of jieople who have been 
detained in jail, who have been detained behind prison bars, W'bo have been 
deprived of liberty and freedom? 

Then, Sir, there is another case — Chittaranjan Ouha. This p^>or young 
man haa been suffering from suspected T.B., insomnia and chronic colitis. 
There is no treatment. 

Among the lady prisoners I would mention two or three cases. There is 
one rase of Mrs. I^abanyaprava Das Gupta. Mrs. Das Gupta is the daughter- 
in-law of a gentleman who was a Rai Bahadur and Additional Magistrate 
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when living. She is now in the Midnapore Jail. She is suffering from 
chronic gastric ulcer. There is no treatment. 

There is again Miss Saila Sen. She is suffering from She is also 

in Jail. No treatment. 

Then again there is Mrs. Leela Roy, that distinguished political worker. 
She is in jail. She is suffering from loss of weight and confirmed ansemia. 
No treatment. 

Now, Sir, the question arises that there are many cases some of which 
have come to our notice — and I have no time to mention them — and there are 
other cases which have not come to our notice. Sir, in order to consider the 
question we liave to look at it from the proj>er perspective. Who are these 
people, these seeurily prisoners ? They are not criminals, they are not con- 
victs. They come from the very (Team of society. They are men with 
ideals; tlu^y love their country. Their only fault is that they are patriotic 
and patriotism is a sin in this unhappy land of ours. I say, Sir, with all the 
emphasi-s at my command, when our Governors, Ministers, their Secretaries, 
their Parliamentary Secretaries, Commissioners of Police, Intelligence Branch 
men, all the rest will he dead and relegated to tlie past, scrap of things, dead 
and gone, these people will be rememWred as» men who have a mission in 
their life. This, Sir, I repeat, they have a mission in tlieir life. They will 
make the world better for us; they will make India better for us; that is 
their Divine Mission that ihovidence has (»rdained for them. Now', Sir, if 
the Goveriumoit prove to he (•allou> in tlieir treatment to them tlie only thing 
we can say is this, that the Government can do that but Government w’ill go 
down in history us peoj>le w’ho have destroyed this salt of the earth, they will 
go dowTi in the liistory who have killed true nationalism and patriotism that 
are neeeHsary for tlie \iphuilding of this unhajijiy laud ot our.s, and wlieii they 
die tlie poet of the future will ^ing oii them like the Knglisli Poets “Tluni 
ehouldst h(‘ living at this hour” — nd'erring to sim iirilv joisoners “You sliould 
be living at this liour” — “the country hath need ot thee.“ 

Sir, our grievance against tlie Government is this that these people, as I 
have already said, are not criminals, are not convicts. They have been 
' deprived of a most elementary right to which a eitizxm is entitled in a civilized 
state. Y'ou are detaining them without trial ; tlierefore it behoves you to give 
tliem all the amenities of life, a true human life, a life that gives them food 
for the body, food for the mind, a life that makes them grow stronger from 
day to day and when they come out they can devote themselves to the service 
of the land. The Government by depriving them of this right can be accused 
of barbarism. I am accusing the Government of barbarism. 

Dr, NALIHAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I beg to move thot the demand of 
Rs. 78,17,000 for expenditure under the head “28 — Jails and Convict Settle- 
ments” during the current year he reduced by Rs. 100. My object is to 
raise a diseus.sion almut the urgency of a proper and independent enquiry 
into (rt) allegations of charging higher than controlled prices from 
security prisoners in the jails, (h) working of the Tribunal for reviewing 
the cases of security prisoners and i increase in the jail population. 

Sir, I would not like to take much time of the House at this stage on 
these three subjects, for so for as I am aware they are not only self- 
explauatory but also with regard to each of these the attention of Govern- 
ment had already been drawn from time to time. Sir, with regard to the 
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allegation that certain jail authorities have been levying higher charges 
from security prisoners we had invited the attention of the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of Civil Supplies at a Conference held in the Writers’ Buildings 
in his room as early os the ITth November 1943. I am noi aware, Sir, what 
has been done thereafter. The Chief Whip of the Government was also 
personally present at that conference and it was agreed at the ix>nferenca 
that the Chief Whip and another senior officer of the Civil Supplies Depart- 
ment, both of whom were present at the place, would enijuire into the 
statement made by myself. I am not aware so far if any investigation has 
been made and I have come to know that a representation was actually 
forwarded from the inmates of Dum Dum Central Jail to that effect iK)inting 
out that even after the controlled rates were announced and severe stops 
were threatened against dealers who wo\ihl exceed the limits mentioned in 
those Government notices and press (onimunKiue tlie jail authorities con- 
tinued to levy much higher prices. I would like to know whether any action 
has been taken and if any what action was tjiken with reg^ird to these 
allegations, and 4 ifter the allegtitions w^ere found to he true — and I believe 
there is little doubt alK)ut the truth of that because vouchers and actual 
notes on the prices are available in the jail <dtice even now — what action has 
been Uiken to bring to IniokMie persons resiMUisihle for levying such higher 
prices. 

Mv second su)»iniMsK»n, Sir, is with regard t-o the working ol the Trihunal 
for reviewing the cases of security prisoners, for the functioning of which a 
sum of money has l>een provided even in the supplementary estimates. So 
far as we are aware, there l^ ih» evidenre nt any I'rilnuial as siuli function- 
ing and w'e have been insistently deiinunling that a suitable inacbinery should 
be set up to inve.stigate int<» the allegations against each security prisoner 
with full opportunity given to the prisoners tliemsehes alMiul siudi (liarges 
as have been brought against them and after reviewing the cases to exi>edite 
their release as tiuickly and 4is generously as jKissible, This morning’s news- 
papers bring us the report that only al)out olO seiurity prisoners in Bengal 
have so far been released during the regime of the present ( loverninent. 
While appreciating the little mercy shown, I submit, Sir, that tlu’re are still « 
many gems and jewels of Bengali society lying behind the pri.son Isirs. It is 
up to the pre.sent Government to justify their longei iletenlion than would 
have been felt on their own standard absolutely necesMir\ . More so, Sir, we 
regret that {lersons who hud l>een convicted to .sjiecified terms of imprison- 
ment should on their rele^ise have been clappeil into prison again under the 
Defence of India Rules and converted into security piinoners. This is, to 
aay the lea.st, atrociou.s. We w^ould like to know^ if m all such wises the 
Tribunal actually goes through the papers before llie prisoners are again 
clapped into prison. If not, we would reipiest the Government to send all 
such suitable cases liefore the Trihunal first, so that immediately on the 
expiry of their terras their fate might he determined. Let not (Liverniiient 
keep any person in detention more than or longer tluin what even in the 
opinion of their owm offifNers is fouml to he «hs<jlutel v essentuil in the interests 
of the Slate. 

Mj’ third submission is with regard to the increase in the jail population. 
As will he notified from the supplementary estimates as also fr<im the mam 
budget estimates there has been an increased grant required for our jails 
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mainly because of two reaeons, namely, increase in the allowances on account 
of food and clothing and increase in the number of prisoners. We submit. 
Sir, that Government should immediately start an enquiry and find out why 
there has been such a large increase in the jail population. We understand, 
Sir, that this increase in the jail population has been nearly by 40 per cent. 
We would like to request the Government to see whether even in this mattej; 
the increase has been mainly due to a deterioration of the economic situation 
in the country or to any other laches in that department. So far as our 
impression goes, we feel that there has been a considerable increase in the 
nuinlier of inniatcs in tht* jails, because the police do not get their cases 
ready in time and a large increase in the list of under-trials has been the 
consequence. The number of uuder-trials can easily be found from the Jail 
Eegister and the number of days these under-trials have been detained is 
also not very difficult to ascertain. We would submit. Sir, that the pro- 
vincuil revenues would be saved a good deal if arrangements be made to 
expedite jK)lic^ cases. It, however, the Magistracy is at fault and if it is 
nolic/ed that District Magistrates and their officers are not in a position to or 
are not taking sufficient care to expedite disjK>s 4 il of criminal rases. Govern- 
ment should take necessary measures in that connection as well. We know’ 
from our experience that i>etty crises even tak^ a very long time to dispose 
of. I am not sure whether that is the one potent c^iii^^e for the detention of 
a large number of prisoners for a longer time in jails leading to much 
increased expenditure. We would ask Government to apply tljeii minds to 
all these three points before they sanction further expenditure. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, 1 would like to reply on Whalf 
of the Hon’hle Chief Minister. Mr. Atul Sen in the two ( ut motions that he 
baa moved has referred to certain i>oints alK)ut which. Sir, I shall j)lace some 
material before the House. The first point that he lias mentioned is with 
regard to diet xuid clothing 4if prisoners. Since the assumption of office by 
the present Ministry, one of the first acts that they liave done is to increase 
the dietary allowance of security prisoners and the increase has been eent. 
per cent., i.e., a sum of It.s, 1-8 is now s<uictioned for each prisoner instead 
' of Iv annas wdiich w’ns the prevailing rate prior to the assumption of office 
by this Ministry. N(»w the same thing applies U» the other onlinary prisoners 
becxiu.se Government have prescribed a scale of diet and to stick to that scale 
an increased cost has now to he iKirne by Government. 

Now, Sir. with regard t^i family allowance to security prisoners, I may 
explain briefly the liberal policy of the present Ministry. There has been a 
cent, per cent, increase in c*ase of allowances granted before the l.st January, 
1948, and 50 iH*r t'ent. incre^ise in the case of allowances granted between 
1st January. 1948, and 1st April, 1948, and in all other cases allow’auces have 
been granted liberally on merit subject to the general principle that the 
allowant'e of a prisoner does not exc'eed his own pre-arrest income. But in 
i»ome oases even this rule has lieen relaxed on wm passionate giounds. 

With regard to clothing. Sir, all articles of clothing supplied to security 
prisoners, wholly or partly at Government cost, ore now treated as properties 
of the prisoners. The prisoners are now allowed to take away the clothings 
on release and even during their periods of detention their old clothings oan 
bt given away to their ^tmilies or to charity. 
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Then, Sir, with regard to medical treatment referred to by Mr. Atul Sen, 
I would like to state that in all hospitals attached to jails facilities exist for 
giring proper medical aid and assistance.. In case outside treatment is 
necessary, prisoners are transferred to bigger and larger hospitals for treat- 
ment. So far as sanitary arrangements are concerned, there are already 
aatiefactory arrangements in almost all the jails in the province. 

Dr. Sanyal in his cut motion has raised three issues, tirst with regard to 
charging higher prices, secondly, with regard to the constitution of a 
Tribunal for reviewing cases and thirdly, with regard to the increcise in the 
jail population. 

So far as charging higher prices from security prisoners is concerned, it 
is true that there were instanc^c's where .stMurity prisoners were charged 
higher than cyintrollcd rates. This was due to the fact that (Government 
built up stocks during nou-(ontrol and detxuilrol period and articles were 
supplied sul)se(iuently to security prisoners from siuh stocks at (x)st price 
during control i>enod. But when this matter was brought to the notice of 
Government. Government immediately issued orders to the effect that articlcB 
supplied to security prisoners must he at cyintrolled rates and even if they 
sustain a loss, the loss should he Ixirne hy Government. Now no security 
prisoner pays a single pHM‘ higher than the controlled rate for any article 
supplied to him. 

AVith regard to Trihiuial. I may mention that there is no Tribunal 
prescribed by Liw. T'^nder the new Act grounds of detention are to lie com- 
municated to the pris<m(‘r> and the prisoner** luive a right to represent their 
cases and the < use ol each .security prisoner has to he reviewed every six 
months. This is being done hy Government. In dune or July, 1942, a 
Tribunal was appointed hut f<dlowing the receipt of the report of the Tribunal, 
the August distui hances .started and the then Ministry in jxiwer found it 
iraposmi>le to give effect to the recommendations of the Trihuiial. 

AVith regard to the incTease in jail popuUition, it is true tluit after HIjli 
and ('omilln jail** have l^een taken away by the military authorities (*ou- 
gestion lias increascyl in jails. Another cause for the increase in jail 
population is the famine conditions prevailing in the jirovincy^ which led to a* 
lot of minor oftences of theft of f<K>d and other necessities of life. The 
measures taken by (Government to relieve congestion are: First, well- 
behaved short-term cyuivict.** are relea.sed preinaturel\ and seoondly, ceases of 
under-trial prisoners are being reviewed and th<»se c'ases where the Diatriet 
Magistixites and the Suj>erintendenls of Ihdice are s4itisfied tiuil the crimes 
were roiuiected directly with famine for obtaining food or other necessities 
of life are l>eing withdrawn and prisoners released. 

AA’ith the.se few wrord.s, Sir, I oppose ail the cut motions moved hy 
honourable members opposite. 

30-~Ports amt pilotiga. 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: 8ir, on behalf of the 

Hon'ble Mr. Khwaja Shahahuddin, on the rectommendation of His Excellency 
the Governor I beg to move that a sum of Rs. 1,62,090 l>e granted for expendi- 
ture under the head “39 — Ports and Pilotage** during the current year. 
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37— CdyMtien— CMMraf. 

The Hon’Me Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAM: Sir, on the recommendation of 
His Excellency the Oovemor, I beg to move that a sum of Rs. 7,89,000 be 
granted for expenditure under the head “37 — Education — General during 
the current year. 

Mr# DHIRENDRA MATH DATTA: Sir, I heg tf> move that the demand 
of Ra, 7,89,f)f)0 made under the head “37 — Education — Generar’ be reduced 
by Rft. 100. My object is to raise a discussion about the failure of the 
Government in giving relief to the teacliers of the non-Government 
Becondary schools and about the inadequate relief sought to be given to 
schools whose buildings had been damaged by floods, etc. 

Sir, this is a matter which has been placed before the Government times 
without number, but the regret is that it has not received the attention of 
the Government which it deserves. The condition of the secondary school 
teachers is really pitiable. In my own district they have been giving up 
their profession and many, out of sheer necessity, have been w'orking as 
military contractors. That is the position. What else could they do in the 
present condition of the secondary schools? On account of the famine the 
number of students on the roll has decreased enormously. The pay of the 
teachers has all along been abnormally low. During these abnormal times 
and in these days of crisis when the price.s of all necessaries of life have 
increased enonnously and the cost of living ha.s gone up 300 per cent, the pay 
of the teachers has not been at all sufficient to meet the reciuirements even 
of a few (lays in a month. Their pay is much less than that of a constable. 
That is the position, and the Government w’ant education to be imparted with 
the help of the.se poorly paid teachers. The Explanatory memorandum says 
that the excess in these matters is due to “Special grants ‘sanctioned for the 
restoration of s(‘hool buildings damaged by cyclone, the j)urcha.‘'e of equip- 
ment, books and a])pliances for such schools and relief to teachers in cyclone- 
aifected areas’*. The amount under the first two heads relates to direct 
, grants to non-Government schools for boys (non-recurring): — 

Rs. 

Buildings granta ... tfddKK) 

Furniture and Equipment grants ... i?9,000 

Other grants including relief to teachers in cyclone- 

affected areas ... 51,000 

Then, Sir, I beg to submit that in the cyclone-affected areas relief has 
been given in the shape of a portion of Rs. 51,tHH> to the Secondary Schools. 
Bui no relief has lieen given to the teachers living in the famine-affected area. 
In the Chittagong Division I know the c'ondition.s of teachers of secondary 
schools; I have toured in that area and I find that most of the schools are 
empty. Practically education has stopped in those areas. Does the Govern- 
iQjetii want that education should go on, or does the Government want that it 
ifcimid not go on? IRiring the pt*riod of war in other belligerent countries 
education has not deteriorated, on the other hand it has progressed. In this 
unhappy country the condition is that education has almost stopped. So, 
Sir, this is a matter which must engage the attention of the House very 
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Mtiously. If tkey want that education should go on, they should give proper 
relief to these secondary school teachers. Unless proper relief ia given to 
secondary school teachers I maintain that education will come to a dead stop. 

With these words I commend my motion to the acceptance of the House. 

• Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: tSir, I l>eg to move that the demand of 
Ra. 7,89,(X)0 under the head “d7-— Fiducation — General” W reduced by 
Rs. 100. My object is to raise a dis<*ussiou about tin* failure tif the 
Government to provide iie<‘essarv funds for giving ridief to the teachers 
of nou-Governiueiit secondarx schools. 

My honourable friend, Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta, has given a graphic 
description of the lot of school teachers in Bengal. In order to understand 
the har<l lot of a school tca(‘ht‘r in Htuigal h*t us cousiiior the family budget 
of an average .school teacher in normal times. lie is a family man. His 
family perhaps consists of 7 or 8 members. He has perhaps two or three 
daughters, or two daughters of marriageable age. He has d children to whom 
education has to l>e given. There is malaria for which treatment is necessary. 
There is also a baby which lias to be ted with milk. Now the average income 
of a schoid teacher, 1 \M>uld not put it higher than lls. Is a man witli 

an income ot Its rca‘'Oiiubl\ rxpet ted 1»> make Ins budget gotxl ^ It must 

l)e a budget winch should uccessaril\ be a deficit budget, a more terribly 
deficit budget than the budget prt‘st‘uled by the hlc Piuuuce Minister 
this year Now, Sir, it this is tlie state of his condition in norninl times let 
us see what is the state of his j'ondition in these extraordinary times. Tho 
roll strength of (‘ver\ seluud, I know, has fallen due lo the extraordinary 
conditions Naturally the teachei h income has fallen inul the vultie of money 
that he get'., whatever it might be. has fallen. 1 he price’s of loexlstufTs and 
other necessines of lif<‘ have incieased. Therefore, one might conclude that 
the teacher’s im'ome has been redueal by ulxmt 4tH) or 450 per cent, ( an it 
be reasonably ex|M*cte<l that a poor school teacher can make both his ends meet 
and can he safely keep wolf of hunger off from his door by the paltry income 
that he earns these days? Therefore, the (piestion arises, do not the Govern- 
ment feel called upon to give some relief to the school teac hers. Governmenf 
have given dearness allowance to their people, and an honourable inimilHT hag 
aptl.v called them to their ”my dear people”, but these school t^acliers are not 
considered fit to l>e given any relief. They gave relief to essential service 
j>eoj>le. EdiU'ation is not an ess**ntitil servire, but they must not forget that 
there may be rehabilitation; economic rehabilitation may not take much time. 

If there is economic black out and if there is industrial Idack out, it may not 
take much time for rehabilitation. But if there is educational black out 
there is bound to be a situatiem where there is no bojie for this province. I 
aay. Sir, it l)ehove.s the Govenimenf to make Home provinioTi for these sr bool 
teachers in the interest of the nation and not only in their own interest. 

M»«. NELLIE SEN GUPTA: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I have not much 
to add to what the two honourable meml^ers have just said. But it is true ^ 
that the condition of the teachers is alwolutely a deplorable one. Several of 
them came to me when I was at Barama Chittgaon. T asked them whether 
they had applied for help in any direfrtion. They said that they had met 
Dr. Jenkins end asked him whether the question of j)ayment of deamese 
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allowance to them could be supported by Government. But he said that 
he could do nothing^. And when they asked him what he would advise them 
to do, Dr. Jenkins replied, '‘join the military*^ ! Join the military. What 
does this mean, Sir? Does it mean that boys of tender age should have no 
education whatsoever? Does it mean that all boys in the country should 
remain without any education? Doe.s it mean that you are going to neglect 
bcjys in the matter of their education? We have seen men and women in this 
land without food, without proper clothng and wthout anything to live on. 
Don’t you think that ignorance has led people to a condition in which only 
such a state of affairs is jwssible. And now the condition of school teachers 
has almost reached that stage and you can well understand that they can 
have nothing but bitterness of a Government that has almost starved and 
reduced the teachers so as to compel them to join the military. I hope 
Dr. Jenkins will not blame the teachers for mentioning his name." Naturally 
when they came to me I asked them for particulars. They told me that 
when Dr. Jenkins had been there on inspection he was furnished with parti- 
culars. I asked them, “Did’nt you appeal to him to help you.” They 
said that they did but that was the result. In fact, one of them said, 
“Everywhere you go it is dry land; you can only imagine the plight of 
teachers if you see them once.” They have become thin; many of them 
were suffering from swollen feet and swollen legs simply because they have 
not had enough to eat. And after tremendous moving and pressure they 
were given ration cards for one month but I know that there was no ration 
after one week. I do hoj>e that (jovernment will ('ousider very seriously 
either giving some help to the teachers so that they may have adecjuate 
ration to live on or at least give them a dearness allowance or an increase 
in their wages so that these people may be able to live and t(*a{‘h our bovs 
and girls. 

With the.se few words. Sir, I support the motion. 

SA-Mwiioal. 

» The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulwi dALALUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, on the 
recommendation of His Excellency the Governor I l>eg to move that a sum 
of Ra, 6,08,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “38 — Medical” 
during the current year. 


37— Eduoatiofi— Central. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN. Mr. Deputy Speaker, I want to 
speak on the demand under education by way of a reply to the debate under 
that head. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Yes. 

The Hoffhle Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, 1 agree with almost every 
word of the honourable the movers of the two cut motions as also of Mrs. Sen 
Gupta. There is no denying the fact that the teachers are in a very bad way 
and Uiat they require every sympathy, assistance and encouragement. There 
con be no doubt about that. Lost year 1 said that an attempt was made to 
kelp them, but the attempt proved to be abortive. It is unfortunate that ike 
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fiiiMices of the province did not then permit ng to do anything. We expected 
that the situation would be much better this year. Although the situation 
has improved, still I think, Sir, that the teachers deserve assistance and I 
shall be the happiest of men if I can do anything in that respect. And I can 
only say this much at the present time that a new scheme for giving relief 
*to tiiese teachers — ^not only teachers of secondary schools but also teachers of 
primary schools — who are not now receiving any dearness allow'unce, is now 
under the consideration of the Director of Public Instruction 

8J« NARENDRA NATH DAS CUPTA: May we know when this wdieme 
is going to be given effect to^ 

Tha Hait’ble Mr, TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Although 1 have had consulta- 
tions with the Director he has not yet formully jmt up his pro|K)sals Wfore 
the Government. He will do it very soon and Govcnnnent will try to come 
to a decision as early as iKissihle. The difliculty as the Inmounible members 
can easily imagine is this: in this provim't* the n\un1u*r of secondary schools 
is far larger than the number in any other prt»vim e in India and as such the 
number of teuebers is uls() far greater On a rough estimate tbe total number 
of teachers of se(’ondarv schools of all kimls is in tin* neighbourhood of 
40,000. Now even if wc give each of them a vt‘r\ small amount as dearness 
allowance that will come up to a very large amount and the House should 
remember that much as the tea<‘hers of secondary schools d(‘serve iis»istance, 
teachers of primary schools de^e^ve* it in a fur greater degree. Pj) till now 
we have been able to giNc a small assistaine to not all but a small proportion 
of teachers of primary s( IjooIs. There is .still n large number who are not 
getting anything. Therefore, in the scheme referred t(» hy me which is now 
under the consideration of the Director of Public Instruction, tin* question of 
giving something to the jirimary school teachers also has been included. 
The total amount therefore will Ik* a very large sum although the amount of 
relief given to an individual teacher under the siheme will be very 
insignificant 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: What is the amount that you liave in mind? 

The Hofi’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: 1 (unnot say at the present 

innnn*nt what the amount will be. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Not even api)roximutel> ^ 

Tbe Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: If my honourable friend wants 
to know that, then T can say that even on a very moderate scale the total 
amount might come up in the neighbourhood of htty lakhs of rupees. After 
all, that is not a small sum. Whether under the present financial situation 
of Bengal it will he ])ORsiblc for (government to speml that amount or nf>t I 
do not know. But as the Minister in charge of Ivlueation I am vitally 
interested in thi.s matter and I shall make a serious altemjd to get this scheme 
when it i.s put up before Government passed by the ('ouiicil of Ministeis. 

Sir, really education in Bengal is now passing through a crisih. People 
outside probably are not realising what harm i.s lieing done to future genera- 
tions on account of the blow that the educational institutions have received 
and are receiving under the present crisis (Rai Harknoea Nath Chauohttei: 
And will receive) and I can say that many 8econdar>' schools have now got 
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not even lialf the number of teachers that are necessary. Many of the 
teachers have deserted the institutions on account of the low pay paid to 
them and on account of better emoluments that they have been able to find 
elsewhere. We cannot blame them. Not only teachers of secondary schools 
but teachers of primary schools have similarly deserted their institutions. 
Therefore, that the situation is serious goes without saying and I can give* 
this assurance to the House that every attempt will be made to see that 
something is given to this deserving class of people, 

3S — "Mcilical* 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, I beg to move that the sum of 
Rs. 6,08,(KX) for expenditure under the head “38 — Medical" be reduced by 
Rfl. KX). 1 move this to raise a discussion about Government’s indifference to 
mofussil hospitals and dispensaries particularly in relation to the abnormal 
problems these have to cope with. 

Sir, if the educational institutions have been neglected by Government, I 
should suppose that these hospitals and dispensaries in the mofussil have 
been practically abandoned. Ever since lWi7 one (if the points in which I 
entertained high lu^pes alKUit the results of jjrovincial autonomy was that the 
representative character of the Government uoiild induce the Treasury 
benches to look afh*r the basic institutions which are intended for giving 
relief to what are known as the masses of Bengal, but, Sir, I am not ashamed 
of confessing that in the year 1944 I find that the situation has not improved 
by an ineli. Sir, ordinarily Government when framing budget always look 
more to the favoured institutions here and there, say some institution at 
Dacca or some other institution at some particular jdace, that is to say, 
persons who can exercise influence in tbe Cabinet or in the bigger parties who 
support theCal)in«‘t succeed in getting subsidy from the Government in respect 
of certain favoured medical institutions, but the generality of these institu- 
tions are neither looked after nor cared for. The }>rob]em has been far too 
worse in view of the recent abnormal condititms. Many House Surgeons 
in the mofussil, specially in the sadar h(>sj>itals, who used to work on honorary 
basis have l>een absorbed either by the war or by the recent Government depart- 
ments for destitute hospitals, I do not grudge the destitute hospitals nor the 
fact that these doctors get more than what they used to get in hospitals and 
dispensaries. 

Then, Sir, the question that I want to ]>lace before the House today is, 
what is the Government going to do with regard to dispensaries. Sir, I 
hap]>en to be the Vi<’e- President of the Hospital Committee of my poor district 
of Murshidubad in respect of the Sadar Hospital. There were 10 honorary 
House Surgeons. They used to do their work as a matter of love. Some of 
tliem have left for the miliUiry and some of them have been absorbed by tbe 
Public Health Department and the Sadar Hospital, which t*rdinarily has 
got 85 seata indoors but which practically has to provide on an average for 
160 seats throughout the year, has got to take in patients but there are no 
doctors to look after them. 

Sir, this problem is a very burning problem and either the Government 
will have to carry on conscription of doctors for assisting the Sadar Hospitals 
either from inside the province or from outside, or these’ institutions of public 



1«4*] 


DEMAND FOR GRANTS, 


utility will practically be discontinued, I would implore the Hon’bie 
Minister to ask for the assistance of the Military to lend the services of those 
doctors who are enlisted but who are not in active service so that they may be 
available for doing good work in the day to day j>robleins (d these dis{>ensaries 
and hospitals in the inofussil. He may also consider the <|uestion of iinjwrt- 
ing doctors from outside this province. As a war-time emergency measure, 
compounders may be raised to a higher status so that they can give assistance 
in this matter. Government need nut feel touchy because we knew that the 
public are treated not only by coinptmnders but even by quacks. So t's a 
war-time emergency there no harm in utilising the assistance of these 
people for u short time at least. 

Sir, ill the niofu.ssil linen has practically run out in hosjyitals and dispen- 
saries. If the Hon ’hie Mini.stei is good enough to pay a visit to tiny hoB)>it 4 il 
— I can invite him to my hospital at Berhampore — he will tind that one of the 
most respectable institutions not only ol the distnet hut also ot the province 
is practi(‘ally looking dried and withered. Straw beddings have to be 
improvised. There are no pillows and bricks have got to serve the purpose 
of pillows and the dietary allov^anecs are .such that tlie hospital is running 
into debts every day in firder to give eviui harle\ water to tlie juitients. I 
know from inv experienee that these dispensaries and hospitals have run into 
debts very niiicli Tliey are over head and ears in indebtedness and 1 wdll 
exjiect (iovennnent to l(»ok into the ease of these disp^uisai les and hospitals 
and to find ways and means foi taking of! the debts of tin* hosjdtals and (n 
try to liquidate tliem on behalf of the disfiensaries. 

Sir, the juohlenis are tar tt»o numerous to he formulated and iliseussed 
wdthin the sJioil tiiin* tliat is av.iilalde for nu* today, hut 1 only urge upon the 
Hon’hh* Minister to look int<t lio* inatlri hint-»elt and 1(» see that the things 
whu'h hav(* alreadv Iwcoiio* l>ad do not heeome worse. It is high lime and 
it IS also a high occasion and it is a nobli* pin pose to serve it the Ilon’hle 
Minister will put his Nlioulders to the wheels 

(At thi.s stage the Ibnise was adjourned for In minutes.) 

(.l//fr (ulji/unnuvttt.) 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Dr Saiiyal, do you want to move your motion 
or you will speak on Mr. Sanyal’s motion? 

Dr. NAL1NAK8HA 8ANYAL: I will not. iVactically everything that 
I wanted to sjieak has been eovereil by the previous sfieaker. 

The HoiPhle Khan Bahadur Mauivi dALALUDDIN AHMAD: Mr. Deputy 
Speaker, I am glad that my friend Mr. Sanyal has drawn attention to the 
deplorable condition of the mufassal hospitals especially in these abnormal 
times. The institutions are not being run efficiently. I can tell Mr. Sasanka 
Sekhar Sanyal for his information that we pro|K)8e and w^e have derided to 
provincialise sadar hospitals and subdivisional hospitals for effecting improve- 
ment, because it is not possible for the municipalities and district boards them- 
selves to contnue to dicharge their duties efficiently in the mtifassal. 

With regard to other mufassai hospitals Government have got only two 
mufassal hospitals — one is at Darjeeling and another is Dacca Mitford 
hospital. They are being run very efficiently. Another hospital which 
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atrictly speaking is not in the mufassal but in greater Calcutta, namely, 
Swnbhunath Hospital is also serving well, and in the Presidency we have got 
our hospitals. There is no difficulty with regard to that. 

With regard to proper treatment of patients Mr. Sanyal should know that 
although it is not in the Supplementary Budget, it is under the Famine, 
relief. I have already said in this House that emergency hospitals and other 
treatment centres are provided for under ^^Famine’* and also under “Public 
Health*'. So, I do not think that Mr. Sanyal is right when he savs that 
Government is indifferent to the conditions of the mufassal hospitals. 

With these words I close my speech. 

Of* NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, may I request 
you\nd through you the Ijeader of the House that in view of the short time 
at our disposal we should proceed to discuss “54 — Famine and 63 — Extra- 
ordinary Charges" in India and thereafter at 6 o’clock all the other motions 
which we do not want to press may be formally moved and gone through, 
because it is not jmssihle at this stage to go through all these demands and 
debates and convenience also denian<ls that this procedure should be adopted, 

Mf* DEPUTY SPEAKER: I think it w^ill be l>etter if I ask the Treasury 
Benches to move all the motions. 

Df« NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: That would Ik^ done at 6 o'clock. 

Mf* DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Let them niove their motions and then .vou 
will go on speaking on yo\ir motions. 

Df* NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Then we will not have any time. Sir, we 
want to deal with the more important item.s which we in the Oj)position think 
it necessary to invite your attention to, and therefore we ])ro])(»se to discuss 
“Famine" and “Extraordinary charges" first and then at 6 o’clock all the 
other motions may be formally moved. 

Mf. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, I w'ould suggest that the Hon’ble Ministers’ 
motions may be formally moved by them first and then the Opposition may 
concentrate on certain demands. 

Mr, DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Yes, Sir Na^^imuddin. 

28~Poiioe. 

Tilt Hofi’Mt Khwaja 8if NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, on the recommendation of 
His Excellency the Governor I beg to move that a sum of Rs. 11,78,000 be 
granted for expenditure under the head “29 — Police” during the current year. 

38— Pubiio Health. 

The H0fl*bie Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA G08WAMI: Sir, on behalf of the 
Hon'ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi Jalaluddin Ahmad and on the recom- 
mendation of His Excellency the Governor I beg to move that a sum of 
Rs. 41,76,000 be granted for exj>enditure under the head “39 — Public Health" 
during the current year. 
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40~Agriailture. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Baiyad MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIMs Sir, on 

the recommendation of His Excel leney the Governor I beg* to move that a 
stun of Rs. 59,03,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “40 — Agri- 
culture’' during the current year. 

41->Veterinary. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Saiyed MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Sir, on 
the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor I beg (o move that a 
sum of Rs. 26,000 l>e granted for expenditure under the head “41 — 
Veterinary" during the current year. 

42— CcHHieration. 

The Hon’ble Khmja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir. on behalf of the Hon'ble 
Mr. Jogendra Nath Mandal and on the recommendation of His Excellency 
the Governor I beg to move that a sum of Ks. 13.(KK) he granted for exjvendi- 
ture under the head “42 — Go-operation” during the current year^ 

54— Familia. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Sir. oTj the recojii- 
mendation of His Excellency the Governor 1 beg to move that a sum of 
Rs. 2, 13, (K), 000 be granted for expenditure under the head “54 — Famine” 
during the current year, 

58— Btationery and Printing. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA G08WAMI: vSir. on the recom- 
mendation ol II is Excellency the Governor I heg to move that a HUm of 
R«. 7,12,(MJO be granted for expenditure under the head “56 — Stationery and! 
Printing" during the current year. 

88— Extraordinary Chargaa in India. 

The Horyble Kburaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, on the recommendation of 
His Excellency the Governor I beg to move that a sum of Rm. 2,02,32,000 be 
granted for expenditure under the head “6‘1 — Extraordinary Charges in 
India" during the current year. 

aSA—Capitai outlay on provincial schemes connected with the war, 1939. 

Tha Hon’blo Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, on bcdiaU of the Hon'ble 
Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy and on the recommendation of His Excellency Ihe 
Governor I beg to move that a sum of Rs. 29, 24 ,97, (KM) be granted for expemli- 
ture under the head ”H5A — Gapital outlay on provincial schemes conno ted 
with the war, 1939" during the current year. 

54— Famina. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, I would resi>ectfully request you once 
more to start with “54 — Famine". 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: All right. I have no objection. 
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Mr* DH I REM DR A NATH DATTAs Sir, I beg* to move that the demand 
of Be. 2,13,00,000 for expenditure under the head “54 — Famine” during the 
current year be reduced by Bs. 100. I move this in order to raise a discus- 
sion about the {i} extreme inadequacy of the relief given, (it) the method of 
distribution of relief, (iu) stopping of relief where relief is still necessary, 
(iv) failure of the Government to stop famine and to supply rice to the 
affected people though the rice was in the possession of the Government. 

Sir, I do not like to speak anything on this motion. The motion speaks 
for itself. 

MmiIvI ABU HOSSAIN 8ARKAR: Sir, I beg to move that the demand 
of Bs. 2,13,00,000 for exi>€nditure under the head “54 — Famine” during the 
current year he reduced by Rs. 100. I move this in order to raise a discussion 
about Government’s failure to tackle the food problem in famine time. 

I submit, Sir, this year we did not get a famine only for the shortage of 
rice, but it is a famine all round. We do not get sugar, we do not get 
kerosene, we do not get salt, we do not get (dothes and over and above that we 
do not get and rice. Therefore, as I have submitted. Sir, everything 
necessary for the human existence here in Bengal is scarce and it is very diffi- 
cult to live in this province under the present Ministry. T would cit<^ only 
one instance of my own district. If honourable members will please look to 
question !No. 151, they will find that on the 3fHli November in my own district 
Goveniment stock consisted of 22, (KM) maunds of paddy and KbOOO maunds 
of rice and the whole quantity was purchased in one district, viz., liungpur 
by Government money, and I am in jwssession of information that during 
the anti-hoarding drive, Government froze near about 75.000 maunds of riee 
in one single distri(’t of Rangpur. This amount ^\a^ neither taken over by 
Government, nor was an ounce of this (juantity of ])a(bl> allowed to be s(dd 
or distributed amongst the neighhours. So, when about 32,tKMI maunds of 
rice and juiddy were in Government stock and 75,000 maunds ^^eie frozen in 
the mufassul, in one single district, according to statistics sui)plied by one 
of the Government spokesmen, I mean Mr. M. Ilossain Chowdhury, Secretary 
(b' the Muslim l/cague Relief Committee, 50,000 ])eople died only in the 
Nilphnmari subdivision out of hunger. Taking an e(iual numl>er in three 
other subdivisions, it is easy to presume that in all ulKUit 1 lakh of f>eople 
died on account of direct and indirect effect of famine. May I now ask very 
seriously one pointed question: who is then responsible for the death of one 
lakh of i>eople when Goveniment had in their o\^ti stock and in the frozen 
stock in the district in all about 1 lakh of maiinds of jiaddy and rice? Could 
not the Government find any machinery to distribute this large amount of 
paddy and rice to the unfortunate people? Will the Government give any 
explanation for this criminal negligence for not distributing paddy and rice 
which were in their stock? We also know that in Jessore district about 1,000 
maunds of stt>ck lying in railway stations were not distributed. If we take 
statistic# of stocks all over the districts and all over the province of Bengal, 
it will be found that the amount of paddy and rice in Government stocks 
might have b«‘en sufficient enough to save the lives of all those people by 
giving them living diet. We repeatedly wanted a commission or an enquiry 
committee to ascertain the causes of this famine, but the Goverament refused 
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I Miy for good reaaons. If these things are enquired into and the 
c al iMi^ B ascertained, the criminal negligence of Government will come out. 
Ag||s I warn the Government to take serious steps now to prevent a second 
fal^ne. As I said things necessary for human life are not available in 
Be^igai. Rice is sold at prohibitive prices. kerosene, salt and every- 

thing are wanting. Will the Government sit tight and then say "We have 
done enough*’? I again warn the Government to take courage in both their 
hands and take helj) from all the parties to solve these serious problems. 

With these words, I comniend my motion for the acceptance of (he House, 

Tht Hmi'bla Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERdEA: Sir, I was rather 
taken by surprise when I was told that this demand w(»uld \>e taken lij) out 
of its turn to have a discussion. I rather ex}>ected to have a brilliant spetM'h 
from my esteemed friend, Mr. I). N. Datta, and so I was very anxious to 
hear him, but unfortunately I now find that he simply formally moved his 
cut motion without any speech. In the case ot my esteemed friend, 
Mr. Abu Hossain Sarkar, unfortunately, Sir. his rifle which was directed 
against the Revenue Department’s famine relief grant misst*d the target and 
throughout his speech he confiiuMl his observations to mutters purely outside 
the purview of this Department, hut eonceMunl mainly and entirely the 
Civil Supplies Department: (Mr. Anr Hossain Sarkau : That is how 
you are avoiding responsihility.) I shall never avoid my responsibility. 
This is a very serious mutter concerning the life and death (|uestii>n of the 
whole nation. I mc'an that famine relief is a most humuuatarian subject 
which we are iliscussing today and 1 appeal to you to give me a little patient 
hearing. (Mr. Awu Hossain Sakkah: We have given you emmgh patient 
hearing.) 1 sympathise with my eht4*emed friend for his failure in getting 
supplies. He has failed to secure not only supplies Af foodgrairis hut also 
supplies in the shajK* of sujiport in his public activities. 

Now, coming to the question jiroper, I would only say whui the present 
Ministry’, the present Government, have done and not what the previous 
Government did to relieve the distress of the people ’I’he reuHon for this 
anticipated excess expenditure under this head has been mentioned in tha# 
explanaUiry memorandum which has been circuluteil to members. J wouhl 
only add thot 78 temporary p<K»r housi*M, 32 orphanages and 112 Work 
houses are at present functioninj^ in the province for housing ami femliiig 
destitutes and orphans and also providing occupation for them. The 
number of these institutions is likely to lie increased in connection with the 
rehabilitation scheme which is now under consideration. 

Or. NALINAKSHA SANYALs On a point of order, Sir. We did not 
like to raise these issues on today’s debate Wause we wanted to [lostfione 
our judgment on these important matters when we would have a more 
prolonged period of time available to us. We only concentrated on one item 
only with regard to famine, namely, non-supply of food at the time of the 
last famine. We do not want to be debarred later on by a {Kiint of order 
raised »by members of the Oovemment party that during the same nemion 
the same subject cannot be discussed twice and therefore we deliberately 
avoided referring to items which we propose to take in greater detail in 
future. 
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/ Tto HoffMe Mr. TARAK NATH MUKER4EA: Then I propose to 
finish it in a minute. Without entering into details of the activities of the 
Government for serving the suffering humanity, I would only conclude by 
mentioning that during the last famine Government subscribed nearly 
Uh. 1,98 lakhs for giving agricultural loans. (Mr. Abu Hossain Sarkaji: 
How many lakhs have you killed F) Government have made honest attempts* 
as much and as far as possible to save the people. Government have spent 
Its. 3,83,46,000 for rendering gratuitous relief and Bs. 1,26,07,000 for 
test relief work, in the different districts. I emphatically repudiate all 
charges and 1 maintain that Government have done its duty properly, 
honestly, sincerely, (ionscientiously and to the best of their ability. 

*<63— Extraordinary Charges in India*’. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA. Sir, I beg to move that the demand 
of Ks. 2,02,32,000 under the head “63 — Extraordinary Charges in India** 
1)6 redu(;e(l by Rs. 100 to raise a discussion about (i) utter incompetence of 
the Department, («) stoppage of supply of kerosene, salt and other neces- 
saries of life in the mofussil and (m) the failure of the Government to 
control the price of rice. 

It is extremely unfair to us to have the supplementary budget and the 
annual budget in the same session. It is difficult to speak because the other 
side may raise the point tiiat the matter has been discussed and that it 
cannot be further discussed. It is extremely unfair to us. It is not only 
unfair to us but also it is really unconstitutional to have the discussion of 
supplementary estimates us well as the main budget in the same session. 
They should have been discussed in two different sessions. 1 think that it 
is unconstitutional to have them lM)th in one session. However, Sir, 1 shall 
only deal with the stoppage of supply of kerosene, salt and other necessaries 
of life in the mofussil. 1 have already deal with suit and have said what 
1 have to suy regaiding salt yesterday. The position is the same with 
regard to kerosene. In the mofussil really there is no kerosene and it is 
not available at all. What happens in the mofussil is that people are really 
living in utter darkness. With regard to the failure of controlled price of 
rice, really the Government is fully aware that the present controlled price 
of rice is Rs. 15 or Rs. 14, but rice is openly being sold in the markets at 
higher prices, the prices varying from Rs. 18 to Rs. 22. Thj Hon*ble 
Minister in charge is, I think, fully aware of this. The local authorities, 
namely, the District Magistrates and the Sulxlivisional OfScers, are fully 
aware of this, and when the attention of the local authorities are drawn to 
this fact, they say that they are helpless. They further say, “If we try to 
control the price rice will not be available in the market.** So, it is not 
the Government who are controlling the prices, but the price is really being 
coiitrtdled by other persons, may l»e, the agriculturists or the hoarders. 
St) what is the meaning of fixing the maximum or the minimum price when 
the Government is not in a position to control the price? Really it is a 
matter whi(*h must engage the attention of the Government serioualy, but 
in fact, if Gov©mment*8 attention is drawn to it, the Hon*ble Minister in 
<‘harge of the Civil Supplies Department says, it is a political propaganda. 
Even if their attention is drawn to facts, still the Government are not alive 
to the real aituaiion : it is really regrettable. They say that it is our fooliab 
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pl^TTiTfon which is aggravatinf^ the situation. I know, pogsimism is a bad 
I know at the same time that foolish optimism is worsa than 
tluii and false security is the worst enemy of humanity. I can tell the 
BEbitse that the price has not been controlled but the price is rather rising 
up in Bengal, and we shall have a great famine in Bengal in the near future. 

With these words, Sir, 1 commend my motion to the acceptance of the 
House. 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir. I rise to support this motion, and 
while doing it I would like to invite the attention of the Uouse and parti- 
cularly of the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Civil Supplies Department 
to two matters which I consider to l>e so urgent that attention must be 
directed to them immediately and we must not wait till we debate ujHm 
the main Budget subse^iueutly. The <me was with regard to our position in 
connection with tlie supply of cotton piecegoods and cloth in the mofussil a.s 
well as in Calcutta, aud the other regarding the distribution of sugar and 
salt. With regard to salt I would not like to detain the House any more 
l>ecause w’e had some discussion on it on the previous day. As io salt, I do 
recognise, with regard to this article, the (lovernmeni of Hengars effort-s 
in maintaining the supply in the province, and realise that the trouble has 
been mainly due to difficultie.s of transport and distribution in the mofussil, 
but with regard to cloth distribution the position is extremely unfortunate. 
Sir, w'e have the operation of the (fovemment of India (4>tton, Cloth and 
Yarn Control Order as well as the Hengal (Government’s suhseipient order for 
cotton, iloth and yarn control. Hut the functionaries that an* now eiiirusted 
with the w’ork in detail have so far not given any evidero'e <»f exereising any 
judgment in setting up the necessary machinery for either controlling prices 
of the piei'cgoodh in the market or ensuring their pro|M*r distribution in the 
mofussil. The other day I sought t<t raise through an adjtuirnmeni motion 
an issue regarding the work of the Provincial Textile Conircdler in h(» fur as 
that officer has stamped with a hack date certain piecegoods ladoiiging U) a 
European firm, thereby enabling that firm to sell the goods in the Calcutta 
market without any determination of price on the pieceg<KMlM as is now^ 
re(|uired. The result has been very deplorable. We havt* a large numla^r 
of Indian merchants wdio had not Iwen in a position to dispose of the gtiH'k 
and their argument is that it was due difficulties of transport out of 
Calcutta during these months that a large stock was lying unsold. The 
machinery set up by the Ooverninent so far has not pro]MTly Iwen in a 
position to take action for stamping the goods and rtdeasing them in the 
market. The result is that the mofussil merchants are not getting their 
supply. There has been a provision of 20 pr cent, difference h<*tween the 
ex-mill price and the retailers' price. That preentage was allocated by the 
dovemment of India Order sulwatquently issued saying that 4 pr cent, will 
be the margin over the ex>mill for w’holesalcrs within a radius of 100 miles 

from the mill delivery pints and for others 10 per cent. Hut in actual 

practice, here in Oalptta as well as outside, we know that the mills are 

chargi]^ much higher prices than that. A number of mills have lieen 

trying to get the advantage of retailers’ prices being enjoyed by opning 
a number of retail shop in Calcutta and they are trying to take advantage 
of even up to 20 pr cent, over the ex-mill prices. 
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Tiw Hon'Iri* Mr. H. •. SUHRAWAROYl There is nothing to peeent 

that. 

Dr. NALIMAK8HA BAHYALs 1 wiU tell you how to prevent this. 1 
was connected with one of the biggest cotton mills in Bengal, and 1 have 
personal knowledge. Normally the dealers in Calcutta would accept even 
as low as one pice per pair for their margin of profit over the mill rate, and 
the Government of India, through their wisdom, had probably thought that 
they should allow 20 per cent, to cover all possible expenses right up to the 
retailers* point of sale in the mofussil. But taking advantage of the situa- 
tion there was no actual stepping down of the price allocated for different 
categories of dealers and no actual decision was taken by the Government 
of Bengal. A large class of dealers are trying to get advantage of the 
entire 2() per cent, and the Calcutta dealers are charging something which 
is almost near about the retailers’ price. As a result the retailers in the 
mofussil (jannot find it possible to work within their price factor to get 
through their stock from Calcutta. The mofussil dealers cannot possibly 
take their stock at ihe prices now ruling in Calcutta and in addition l)ear 
the transport and other incidental charges and sell in the mofussil at the 
prices s\ated on the goods. The result is that the whole of Bengal mofussil 
is going dry. This matter requires immediate and urgent attention. Sir, 
on the top of that the Provincial Textile Controller has recently issued an 
order which was delivered only yesterday or the day before, over a number 
of Indian dealers peremptorily cancelling their licence without assigning 
any reason for the same. T presume the matter is now under the considera- 
tion of the Hon’ble Minister in <‘harge and he will enquire into the matter 
and set things right. 

(At this stage the member reached the time-limit but was allowed to 
conclude his speech.) 

Sir, I will say only one word more and that with regard to the mal- 
dislribution of sufear. We have represented to the Hon’ble Minister: the 
Hon’ble Minister has promised an enquiry, but the system is such that no 
enquiry can ever be made against any officer of the Government even on 
^'matters for which the Hon’ble Minister gave an assurance. I would like 
to knc/w w'bat has happened to the complaint made to him by the Indian 
Confectioners’ Association and other dealers as well as big stockists of sugar 
in Calcutta regarding the mal-distribution of sugar. 

The H0fl’bt6 Mr. H. 8. 8UHDAWARDY: Begarding the last point, 
Sir, no complaint has reached me hut I have heard that after a certain 
enquiry regarding the distribution of sugar certain unsavoury details have 
been discovered and I have asked for a full report to be sent up to me and 
1 shall look into the matter. 

A very important matter regarding clotli control has been raised by 
Dr. Sanyal. 1 am fully aware with what is going on and I am making an 
enquiry into the matter. But the real position why cloth has dried up is 
even worse than what has heen stated by Dr. Sanyal. * There are many 
firms here who charge the mofussil buyers even a price higher than the 
retail price. Obviously these mofussil traders cannot purchase and sell cloth 
at the retail price in the rural areas and this is one of the reasons why there 
is such a dearth of cloth in these areas. Unfortunately, it is extremely 
difficult to get evidence on the point, and in spite of all my aitempta and 
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il^pcements dealers are not prepared to eonie forward and point out the 
pii|ile who refuse to hand over the cloth to them at controlled prices. Sir, 
laMerly one such person assisted ns in traclciiig^ down one of these niiw'rennts. 
“ISW have started criminal pnacedin^rs against the nuin* and all his cloth 
^ haa been requisitioned and sold at marked prii'cs. I propose dealing* in this 
manner with all persons who do not stdl at marked priies and take nnfair 
^vantage of the situation. I have already 8jM»ken Itt many persons who 
eame to me on behalf of these eloth merehants that we are not going to 
show the slightest mercy in this regard, and any i>erson whom wt* find has 
contravened these Texinarks will be proceeded against. 

Now, Sir, a point has been raised by Dr. Sanyal that many of th<‘He 
persons instead of charging HI j)er cent, which is the whole.saler's eharg**, 
have charged anything between 10 per cent, and 20 jht cent, and inorei>ver 
they have opened retail shops of their own. We csmnot prevent them from 
opening retail shops of thoir cmn and approj)riaf ing the whole of the 20 
per cent, but as regards the charge hetwetm 10 and 2(1 per cent, their case 
appears to be that they did m>t know how niuch they could actually charge 
and the fact that they conhl cmly charge 10 per cent, was not brought to 
their notice, and so on. An iuvestigutiim i*< In'ing <‘(»mlucted into the 
transactions of all persons since the issue of the noti('e, whieh is, I believe, 
is the 28th January. 1044. who have charged above HI p*‘r ceiH. and steps 
have been taken against them. There have been u r»ninher t»f arrest.s, no 
bail is being given, and the (‘aru'eHation of liceiices which Dr. Sanyal has 
referred to has been due to this, namely, that lln‘\ hav<’ been cmight sidling 
at more than 10 per rent. (Dr. \ ii,iN.\Ksn.\ S\nyai,; Nol all of them.) 
1 am not (jiiite eertain whether they have equities in their favour or not. 
This is a matter whieh has hemi repre.seiited to me ami I am making an 
enquiry into it. 

Now', Dr. Sanyal has again eume Imek to the charge that there was some 
cloth which had been sta!M|>ed with a hack date and whiidi belonged to a 
Kuropean liriii and which enaheld the European firm to sell that cloth 
without any marked j)rice. Now, Sir, this is a very, very seriims charge and 
it is a matter which I shall he very happy to investigate, 1 want furthtif 
particularH regarding this. This i.s a (piestion wliii h 1 Imve already taken 
up with the Textile rontroller. I have not yet n*c4‘i\ed liis rejKirt hut if 
Dr. Sanyal or any one who is in jmssession of these fa< tH gives me further 

particulars as to how he came to kmiw' abmit all this and how * 

(Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal: That is why I brought tho-^e pieces to show 
you.) That was unnecessary. Hy showing the jiieces here on the flo(»r of 
the House you cannot say when the thing has Ixten stumped. Y^our case is 

that it has been stamped with a back date. It is no us<* your saying- 

(Dr. Nalinaksua Sanyal: Because Bengal (lovernment had no authority 
to atamp in November.) That is a very important point. I will make an 
enquiry into it. I c^an assure you that if a<*tion has la^en taken hy any 
officer which he had no right to do and whi<di savours even of <lishoTiesty, 
he will be dealt with. (Dr. Nalinak.siu Sanyal; Their jileu is that this 
form has been sanctioned by the Oovernn^ent of India and they have got 
the Government of India’s orders.) Whether there is a ph*a or not I will 
look into the matter and I am quitt; ready to hear Dr. Sanyal in full in this 
matter. 
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Sir, I believe that tbie ia practically all the new points which have be^ 
raised. Other members reiterated their usual flashy epeeches regarding 
control price and fmdish optimistfl. There is no foolish optimism on the part 
of any one. 

(The Hon’ble Minister had not concluded his speech when the guillotine 
fell.) 




The motion of Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta that the demand of Rs. 23,000 
for expenditure under the head “5 — Salt’^ during the current year be 
reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Khan Bahadur Haji Badi Ahmed Chowdhury that the 
demand of Rh. 23,000 for experuliture under the head “5 — Salt’^ during 
the current y^ar be reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Maulvi Ahu Hussain Sarkar that the demand of Rs. 23,000 
for expenditure under the head “5 — Salt” during the current year be 
reduced by Rs, 1(X) was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Kbwaja Shahabuddin that a sum of^ 
Rs, 23,000 be granted for expenditure under the head ”5 — Salt” during the 
current year was then put and agreed to. 


7-~-Lafid Revenue. 

The motion of Khan Bahadur Ilaji Badi Ahmed Chowdhury that the 
demand of Rs. 6,()9,(KK) for expenditure under the head ”7 — Land Revenue” 
^during the current year be reduced by Rs. 100 was th(*n put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Prainatlia Nath Banerjee that the demand of 
Rs. 6,69,000 for expenditure under the head ”7 — T.and Revenue” during 
the current year he reduced by Its. 100, which was nH)ved to raivse a 
discussion about the failure of the Government to give relief to tenants 
and proprietors of the soil in the matter of rent due to calamities in tlie 
Province such as (i) famine, cyclone and flood and (ii) failure of the Gov- 
ernment to make udei|uatc provision and arrangement including compen- 
sation for the civilian population in areas acquired or properties acquired 
or requisitioned for purposes connected with the war was then put and a 
‘division taken with the following result: — 


AYES— 7t. 


Allil Nit*, Mr. Wt. 

AMM NmmM MMlvi. 

AM«I Ktitr. Hr. (altoi Ul MMh). 
AMW MsIM. 

AMiri WtiMS. ttavlvl. 

AM«r AMtak, »a«Nl. 


OaM RaitoaaW. 
DM|t«pla« Dr. A M. 

Dm Dafte, trt|«t HarM«ra Hatii. 
Datta. Mr. DMraMra Natti. 

DiWI, Mr. Marwi#fa MaM. 

Della, Hr. takaaMr. 


Aka Maaaala larkar, Haalfl. . 

ttaala. at 

AkUMi AM laafttsarl, Kkaa Dakatfar Haalaaa. 


Datta Dapla. Mtoi Mira, 
failat NaM, Mr. A. R. 
Dtoaa, Mr. AM Krttfeaa. 
DkNaMIMi AkMW, Hr. 
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I, 9t» ftarit Mtaini. 
tffItBl AtfcvM. 
an Otm. HiwNi. 


AhMi, Mr. 


9n» Mr. KftMlkrMifM. 
m&f, Mr. KIraa taakar. 
■•y, Mr. mwrnam NaM. 
Rty, Mr. Pattraa. 


ttf. tNM tMdMranrar, IUi«ar. 
•aaial. Dr. Na Na a i al i a . 


•aa. Mr. Alat Maaira. 
Iaa» JaftaN ONaaira. Nal 
taa^Mifla, Mrt. NaWa. 

Mr. 


AMal Mala, Mr. Mlm. 

AMal Nalilai. MaaM <M. 

AMal Maklai Viknatfart, Maahrl Mi. 

Akiat HaaNi. Mr. A. M. 

AMal iakkar, Maahrl. 

Akial Karlai. Mr. 

AMal UNI itowat. Maalvt. 

Akial MalM. Mr. lyai (NaakkaN). 

AMal Malalak MaNk. Dr. 

AMal Wakak Kkaa. KUa Dakaiar. 

AMaNa-AI Makawai, Mr. 

Akiar RUMaa, Kkaa Dakaiar. A. f. M. 

AMar Rakaiaa IMilai. Mr. 

AMar Raatkli MUaiaai. Mr. 

AMar Raakaai, malvl Mi. 

AMar Raat. Kkaa Dakaiar Maaltl I. (Naarrak) 
Akiar Raaf. Kkaa Dakaiar Ikak <Raafpar). 
AMaa ikakaai. Maaivi Mi. 

Akal rati, Mr. Mi. 

Akal Hatkiai. Maalvl. 

Akal Haula Akaiai. Mr. 

Akal Mtaai. Katl. 

Akal Qaaaaai. MaaNi. 

AkaMi AH MrMka, Maahrl. 

AkaMi Naaala. Mr. 

AttaraiMa Akawi. Kkaa Dakaiar Itaahrl. 

Aailr AH Mia. Maahrl Mi. 

Aaaaral Atlai, Kkaa Dakaiar Mi. 

Danaa, Ika Naa’Ma Mr. Praaikart. 

Dirfcanrra. Hr Haary, Dart 
Dlaaai. Daka UkMiail Narayaa. 


D k iiMk ia it. Mr. 4. W. 

Mark, Mr. I. A. 

Dai. Dal taklk Aaakal DDaaira. 
Daa, Dal taklk KirtI Dkaaaa. 


rarkai Data DDaarikary. Mr. M. 
raiDal Daaa RktMai. Daga«- 
PaMal ^aailr, Kkaa Dakaiar MaaM. 


kaMa, Mr. (i 

Mr. D., D4.I. 


DaaaaM, Mia Maa^kia Mr. TaM I 
DrtDMMp Mr. D. 

Mafia, Mr. «.«. 

iaraaf. W(. DtMkar DlagD. 


ADMii. Kkaa takM. 


IkaaMal Naia, Maataaa. 
tiaka, iriiat Maalaira DkaMa. 

•ar. Mr. Haraaira Kaauir. 

TDakar, Mr. PraaMNia Raajaa. 
taial AkaMi tkaaikary, Maahrl NaJI. 
WaHar Rakawa, Maahrl. 

Vaaaaf MIrta. 

Xaaiaa. Mr. A. M. A. 


NOit— lOf. 

Nalaiaalty iaaiaiar, Kkaa taklk Maahrl. 

Nayvaai, Mr. Ragart. 

Naairy, Mr. DavM. 
liMkaal. Mr. M. A. N.. M.D.I. 
ialalaiila Abmai, tka Haa'Ma Kkaa Dakaiar MaaMt 
iatlaiaiila Abmai, Khaaa Dakaiar Maahrl. 

Katam AH Mlria. lakikaaia Kaaaa Jab lyti. 

Raaaar, Mr. Atat tkaaira. 

Ulak, Mr. Jaka. 

Mcpbaraaa, Mr. D. P. 

MaliaMla Akmai, Kkaa taklk Maalal (Tlfatra). 
Maaial. Mr. AmrNa Ul. ^ 

Maaial, Mr. Daaka Dakart. 

Maaial. Mr. Jafat tkaaira. 

Maaial, tka Naa'Ma Mr. Jaiaaira Datk. 

Maaial. Mr. KHabaa Prani. 

Maatmiila Akkaai, Maalvl. 

MakamaHi AH, Kkaa Dakaiar. 

Maalam AH MaNab, MaaNi M. 

Makammai Akial Nallm Mvlla, Mr. 

Mahaamai likaiaa, Maalvl. 

Makammai liraH, Maahrl. 

MakammU IMittaa, Kkaa Dakaiar Or. lyci. 
Mafcartaa, tka Haa Ma Mr. Tarakaalk. M.D.t. 
MalHah, Mr. Mabaaia Dakart 
MaWak, tka Haa‘k.la Mr. PaHa Dabarl. 

Maakarrai Naaaala. Ika Haa'Ma Naarak. Kkaa Dakaiar. 
Raiaraltak, Rawaktaia K. 

Hatlmaiila. Ika Maa Ma Kkaaraja Hr, K.t.l.I. 
R a ar a i i la, Mr. K. 

Nartea, Mr. H. R.. M.D.I. 

Pala. tka Haa'Nr Mr. Daraia Praaaaaa. 

Ralkat Mr. Pnaaaaa Dak. 

Ray, Mr. Dkaaaa)vy. 
laiaraiila Abmai, Mr. 
tatraiila Akami. Ha|l. 
tabaka Alam. Mr. lyti. 
taHm, Mr. I. A. 

•arkar, Daka Maibaaaiaa. 
laralal Islam, Mr. . ^ . 

tkakakaiila, tka Haa’Ma Mr. Kkara|a. D.D.1. 


tiafka, Daka Kakatra Datk. 
itriar, Daka Utta Maaia. 
tklfarltk. Mr. W. I. 
tmait Mr. J. R. 
ttark. Mr. A. f. 

•akrawariy, tka Haa’Ma Mr. H. t. 
tl avaataa, Mr, R. A. H. 


Tkaraiaa, Mr. 0. M. 

WaNUMT, Mr. W. A. M., t.D.K. 
VMf AN DDaaikary, Mr. 


The Ayes being 78 and the Noea 106, the motion won lost. 
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The motion of the Hon’hle Mr. Tarak Nath Mukerjea that a vtOn. of 
Be. 6,69,000 be ^nted for expenditure under the head *‘7 — Land Eevenue" 
during the current year, was then/put and agreed to. 

a— Stampt. 

The motion of Khan Bahadur Haji Badi Ahmed Chowdhury that the 
demand of lls. 1,00,0(K> for expenditure under the head “9 — Stamps** during^ 
the current year tie rwlnced by Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Ilon’ble Mr. Tarak Nath Mukerjea that a sum of 
Rs. 1,30,000 be granted for exf>enditure under the head “9 — Stamps** during 
the current year, was then put and agreed to. 

710 — Forest* 

The motion of Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta that the demand of 
Es. ]1,97,00() for expenditure under the head “10 — Forest’’ during the 
current year be reduced by Rs. 1(X) wa.s then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Premhari Barma that a sum of 
Rs. ll,97,fKK) be granted for expenditure under the head “10 — Forest’* 
during the current year, was then put and agreed to, 

11— Rsgistratiofi. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that tlie demand of Rs. 3,90,000 
under the head “II — Registration” be reduced by Rs. 100 which was 
mo\^d to raise a discussion about the necessity (d a proper enquiry into 
the <’ircumstances leading to a large increase in the number of registra- 
tions and measures to check tlie same was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon*ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan that a sum of 
Rs, 3,90, (K)0 be granted for exfienditure under the head “11 — Registration” 
during the current year was then put and agreed to. 

13 — Other Taxes and Duties. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that the demand of Rs. 63,000 
under the head “13 — Other Taxes and Duties” he reduced by Rs. 100 
which was moved to raise u discussion about the hardship caused through 
the present ]>rocedure adopted tt» deal with registered dealers under the 
Bengal Finance Sales Tax Act who had left (hilcuttu temporarily during 
.the emergency of 1942-43 and came back thereafter, was then put and lost. 

Tlie motion of the Hon ‘hie Mr. Tarak Nath Mukerjea that a sum of 
Rs. 63, (MM) l)e granted tor expenditure under the head “13 — Other Taxes 
ami Duties” during the current year was then put and agreed t-o. 

Irrigation— 18— Other Revenue Expenditure Rnanoed from ordinary 

Revenues. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that the demand of Rs. 32,73,000 
under the head “Irrigation — 18 — Other Revenue Expenditure financed from 
ordinary Revenues” he reduced by Rs. ](K) which was moved to raise a 
discussion ubmit uusutisfat'tory character of the immediate protective 
measures on the left bank of the Dainodar was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Ilon’ble Mr. Barada Prosanna Pain that a sum of 
Rs. 32,73,(K)0 be granted for expenditure under the head “Irrigation — 18 — 
Other Revenue Expenditure financed from ordinary Revenues” was then 
put and agreed to. 

AdMMslratloii. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that the demand of Bs. 6,35,0(10 
under the head “25— General Administration** be reduced by 100 
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wh}<))l was moved to raise a discussion about the urgency of grants for 
enabling union boards to pay dearness allowance to chowkidars during the 
emergency was then put and lost. 

Kie motion of the Hon’ble Khwaja Sir Nasitnuddin that a sum of 
Be, 6,35,000 be granted for expenditure under the head '*25—4 General 
\ Administration during the current year was tiien put and agreed to. 

27— Aftoninistration of dustico. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that the demand of Rs. 4,47,000 
under the head “27 — Administration of Justice” be reduced by Rs. 100 
which was moved to raise a discussion about wastefulness and irrespon- 
sibility in the engagement of lawyers for the (Vown us revealed in connec- 
tion with several cases including Pollard case and Security Prisoners’ 
Habeas Corpus applications was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon ’hie Nawah MushnrrufT Hossain, Khan Bahadur, 
that a sum of Rs. 4,47,000 Ik* grunted for expenditure under the head 
“27 — Administration of Justice” during the current year was then put and 
agreed to. 

28— dills and Convict Sottlamonts. 

The motion of Mr. Atul Chandra Sen (hut the demand of Rs. 78,17,(KK) 
under the head “28 — flails and Convict Settlements” lx* reduced hy Rs. IfKl 
W’hich was moved to raise a discus-^ion about had diet supplied to prisoners 
and overcrowding of jails far beyond their cupaeities was then put mid 
lost. 

The motion of Mr. Atul (’handra Sen (hat the demand of Rs. 78,17,000 
under the head “28 — Tails and ('onvict Settlements” he reduced hy Us. 100 
W’hich wa.s moved (o rai.se a disciH.sion ahoul the inadequacy in the provision 
for proper amenities (o prisoners in ,iail^ including mK*urity prisoners 
regarding food, clothing, etc., and insufliciem*N of provisions regarding 
sanitary arrangements and (onge.stion in jails w.is then puf and lost. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that the demand of Rs. 78,n,fT<K) 
under the head “28 — Jails and (’onvict Settlements” be reduced hy Rs. 100 
which was moved to raise a dis<‘ussion about the urgency of a pro])er and 
independent enquiry into (u ) allegations of charging higher than cnntndliMl 
prices from security prisoners in the jails, (hi working of the Trihniuif 
for reviewing the case.s of sec'urity prisoners and (r) increase in the jail 
population was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Khw^aja Sir Nazimuddin that a sum of 
Ra. 78,17,{K)0 be granted ior^expenditure under the head “2K-~Jails ami 
Convict Settlementa” during the ( urrent year. was then put and agreed to. 

28-Polioc. 

The motion of Mr. Tramatha Nath Banerjee that the demand of 
Be, 11,78,000 under the head “20 — Police” Ik* redined hy Be. 100 to raise 
a diecueeioD abrmt the failure of the Government in the matter of the removal 
of the victims of the last famine in Bengal, in the matter of disposal of dead 
bodies of destitutes, in the matter of preparing and maintaining staiisfics 
of the victims of the famine was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Khwaja Sir Naximuddin that a sum of 
Ba. 11,78,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “20— -Police” 
duriiif the current year waa then put ax^ a gr aad to. 

27 
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ao— Ports and Pilotaga. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Tulsi Chandra Goswami on behalf of the 
Hoti’ble Mr. Khwaja Hhahabuddin that a sum of Us. 1,52,000 be granted 
for expenditure under the head “30 — Porb? and Pilotage’* during the current 
year was then put and agreed to. 

37—Educatioii— General. ^ 

The motion of Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta that the demand of Es. 7,89,000 
under the head “37 — Education — General” be reduced by Rb. 100 which 
was moved to raise a discussion about the failure of the Government in 
giving relief to the teachers of the non-Government Secondary Schools and 
about the inadequate relief sought to be given to schools whose buildings 
had been damaged by floods, etc., was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr, Atul Chandra Sen that the demand of Rs. 7,89,000 
under the head “37 — Education — General” be reduced by Rs. 100 which 
was moved to raise a discussion about the failure of the Government to 
provide necessary funds for giving relief to the teachers of non-Government 
Secondary Schools was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan that a sum of 
Rs. 7,89,000 be granted for expenditure umler the head “37 — Education — 
General” during the current year was then put and agreed to. 

38 — Medical. 

The motion of Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal that the demand of 
Rs. 0,08,000 for ex])enditure under the head “38— Medical" during the 
current year, be reduced by its. 100 which was moved to raise a discussion 
about Government’s indifference to niotussil hospitals and disj)enHaries 
particularly in relation to the abnormal probhuiis these have to coi)e with, 
was then put an<l lost. 

The motion of the Hoii’ble Khan Bahadur .MauUi Jalahiddin Ahniail 
that a sum of Rs. (»,08,(K)0 be grantetl tor exjienditure under the head 
“‘jg — Medical” during the current year, was then jnit and agreed to. 

33~->Pubitc Health. 

The motion of the llon'ble Mr. Tulsi (’haiidra Goswaini that a sum of 
Rs. 4l,7(»,0(M) be grunted lor e\]»enditure under the head “39 — Public 
ileiiltb” during the current year, was then put and agreed to. 

40— Agriculture. 

The motion of the lloirhle Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hosain 
that a sum of Hs. o‘).t>3,tMMl he grunted for e.\]>enditure under the head 
Agriculture” during the current \ear, was then put and agreed to, 

41— Veterinary.* 

The motitm of the llon’ble Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muuzzamuddin Hosain 
that a sum of Rs. 2h.(K)B he grunt<‘d for expenditure under the head 
“ 41 — V eterijkury” during the < urrent year was then jmt and agreed to. 

42— Co-operation. 

The motion of the lion’hle Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin that a sum of 
Rs. l>e granted for expenditure under the head “42 — Co-operation” 

during the <'urrent year, was then put and agreed to. 

54 — Famine. 

The motion of Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta that the demand of 
Rs. for expeuditure under the head “54— Famine*’ during the 

current year be mluced by Rs. 100 which was moved to raise a discnasion 
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about (i) the extreme inadequacy of the relief giTen, («) the method of 
distribution of relief, (Hi) stoppiiijj of relief where relief in nfill neceHsary. 
(tv) failure of the (iovernnient to stop famine uml to supply rice to the 
affected people thoujrh the riee was iu the possession of the (Joverument 
was then put and lost. 

The motion of Maulvi Abu liossain Sarker that the demand of 
Rs. 2,ld,00.lMK) tor expenditure under the head ‘‘.’>4 - Famine*’ during the 
current vear, be reduced by K''. HHl. which was moved (<> raise a discussion 
about (iovernnient s failure to tackb‘ the looil problem in famine time, w'as 
then put and a division taken with the ftdboxin^* result: ~ 


AM«I Hail, Mr. Mia. 

AMal HaMitf tkah. Maalvi. 

AMal Kaitr, Mr. (allai Ul Maak). 

Akial Majli, Maalvi (Myaiaatlack). 

Akial Wakai. Maalvi. 

AMar Kaixak. Maalvi. 

Aka Haisaia larkar, Maalvi. 

Aakaryya Okaaikari, Makarala tatki KaaU. at 
Maktaiaeka, MyaiaasiBgk. 

Akaiai All Caayatpari. Kkaa lakaiar Maalaaa. 
AkaMi Kkaa. Mr. t|a4. 

AilaiaMia Akmti. Mr. 

Atkar Ail, Maalvi. 

•atfratfiaja, Mr. tyvk. 

■aaarlaa, Mr. Pramatka Natk. 

Aaaarji. Mr. P. 

•arat AH. Mr. Mi. 

•arma, Mr. PaantH- 
•aaa, Mr. taataak Kamar. 

•kawMik, Or. Oakiaia ikaaira. 

Oiaarai, Mr. taraaira Natk 
Okiltapaikyay, Mr. Hariyaia. 
ikaaikari. Rai Haraaira Natk. 

Oaa. iaka Raikaaatk. 

Dai iapta. Dr. 4. M. 

Dai Oapta, trljat Nariaira Natk. 

Datta, Mr. Okinaira Natk. 

Dalai. Mr. Haraaira Natk. 

Datta. Mr. takaaiar. 

Datta Dapta, MIti Mira. 

Fallal Nap. Mr. A. K. 

Okaaa, Mr. Atal Kriakaa. 

Alaiaiila Akiaai. Mr, 

AaUai Rakkaal AkaaiiMi. Maalvi. 

•yaaaMia Ak«ii ikaaikary. Alkail. 

NaMkaHak. Nawak Dakaiar K. at Oaaaa, 

Naaaa AH Okaaikary. Mr. lyti. 

Maaktai AM Kkaa. Kkaa Dakaiar Maalvi. 

iaiaa. Mr. I. 0. 

iaaak AH Majaaiiar, Maalvi. 


Kkaa, Mr. Dakaaira Lall. 

Kaaia. Mr. Niikitka Natk. 

Laklri, Daka Aikataak. 

Majl. Mr. Aiaaita Kaaiar. 

Majaaiiar. Hn. Hiaiaprava. 

Maaial, Mr. Dirat Ckaaira. 

Maairaiiamaa lilaaiakaii. Maalaaa Mi, 
Mapkal Haaala, Mr. 

Maakirjaa. Dr. lyaaiapraiai. 

Mukaanaai Atiai. Kkaa Dakaiar Maalvi lyai. 
Makaaimai Ikraklai, Maalvi. 

Makaoiaiai talalaiaa. Kkaa Dakaiar Maalvi. 
Makvrji. Mr. Oklraaira Narayaa. 

MakkarJI. Or. Ikarat Okaaira. 

Mattkii. Srijat Aikataak. 

Maitala AH Da«aa, Maalvi. 

Naikvr. Mr. Hiai Okaaira. 

Paal. Hr Hari laakar. 

Paiiar. Mr. Aaaailtal. 

Daailiaiiia Akmai, Mr. 

Ray. Mr. Okara Okaaira. 

Ray, Mr. KaaialkrlikBa. 

Ray, Mr. Klraa laakar. 

Ray. Mr. Maaaiatka Natk. 

Ray. Mr. PaMraoi. 

•aayai. Dr. Natlaakika. 
laayal, Mr. laiaaka lakkar. 

•aa, Mr. Atal Okaaira. 

iaa, iaiMk Okaaira. Ral Dakaiar. 

laa Dapta, Mn. Nallla. 

•kaoiiaiila Akaiai, Mr. 

Ikaaiiaiiia Akaiai Kkaaikar. Mr. 

IkaoiMl Haia, Maalaaa. 

Ilaka, Irljat Maaiaira Dkaaaa. 

Mr. Mr. Haraaira Kaaiar. 

Tkakar, Mr. Praaiatka Raajaa. 

WaUar Dakoiaa, Maalvi. 

Vaaaat MIru. 

Zaouia, Mr. A. M. A. 


NOEt-IOt. 


Ak««l Aili, MaaUaa Mi. 

Akial Nail, Mr. Mim. 

Akial NiklM. Maihrl (MyoMMlafk). 

Akial Nakfoi VIkraaipaH, Maalvi Mi. 

Akial Naoiii. Mr. A. M. 

Akial iokkir. Maaial. 

Akial Kartai. Mr. 

Akial Lallt Dlawai, Maalvi. 

Akial MoJM, Mr. lyai (NaafckoH). 

Akial M a t alai MaHk, Dr. 

Akial Wakak Kkaa. Kkaa DaDaiar. 

AkiaDi-AI HokMaai. Mr. 

Akiar AoAMa, Kkaa Dakaiar A. f . M. 

AMar Dakaua IIMIdI, Mr. 

AMar RawkW HakoMoi. Mr. 

AMar ta i k iai . Maatvl Mi. 

Akiar DaaC. Kkaa Dakaiar Maalvf t. (Nawrak). 


AMar Daaf. Kkaa Dakaiar tkak (Raaipar). 
AMai Ikakaai, Maalvi Mi. 

Akal Fail. Mr. Mi. 

Akal Niikiia, MaaNI. 

Akal Naiala AkoMi, Mr. 

Akal Maiai, Kail. 

Akal QaaMoi, Maalvi. 

AkoMi AU MrMka, Maalvi. 

AkoMi Haiala, Mr. 

AlfataMla AkOMi. Kkaa Dakaiar Maalvi. 
Aorir AH Mia, Maalvi Mi. 

Aawawl Altai. Kkaa Dakaiar Mi. 

Danaa, tka Naa*Ma Mr. FrvoikaH. 

DirkaiFfa, iir Naary, Dart. 

DiawaA Daka Ukakoii Marayaa. 
rnkimmf Hr. Daaik Utf. 
ttefciakarlp, ioka Haraaira Darayaa. 
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«Mk. Kr. I. A. 

•ti^ ftal i«M A««h«i eiiMtfra. 

Bm, fUl MM KlrH tlHiaM. 

3m Bm OiMMfi Aftfe. 
rttm KaM rnmilmn* Mr. M. 
farfttft taM Afeaaaai, 
fwM QmSt, Khaa AallMlar Maaltl. 
railar Ktkaiaa, Hr. (OatM). 
raalar Mmt», Mr. (HyaiMiitaili}. 
ttaMag. Mr. 0., fi.i.I. 

•taMi, Mr. R. A. 

•atwaiirt, tto Nat'M Mr. TaM Okaatfra. 

RrtffitiM, Mr. e. 

•apta« Mr. J. R. 

•araag, Mr. Oaaiktr ftafk. 

MaifaMla ekaatfkari. Maalvi. 

HaaiMaMla AkaiN. Kkaa tafclk. 

Hailaa Martkta, Mri., M.R.E. 

HataaiaJty Jamakar, Kkaa laklk Maalvi. 

Hayaraatf. Mr. Ragart. 

Maalry. Mr. DavK. 

Iipakaal, Mr. M, A. H.. M.R.E. 

lalalaikla Akaiak. tka Naa'Ma Kkaa takakar Maalvi. 

kaalaivMla Akaiak, Khaa Rakaiar Maalvi. 

Kauai All Mina« lakiktaia Kawaa kak lyai. 
Kaaiar. Mr. Atal Okaakra. 

Ulak, Mr. kaka. 

Mapktraaa, Mr. R. r. 

Makaakkta Akiaak, Kkaa taklk Maalvi (Tigpara). 
Maakal, Mr. Aairlta Lai. 

Maakal, Mr. Raaka Rakarl. 

Maakal. Mr. kagat Okaakra. 

Maakal, tka Naa’Ma Mr. kagaakra Natk. 

Maakal, Mr. Kriakaa Rrauk. 

Maatrakkia Akkaak, Maalvi. 

Maiak All Kkaa Paaal, Al-Hakj Maalvi. 


Maai AU MkRak, HmM M. 

MakiMaMk Alkal NaH* MaRa. Mr. 

MalHiBiaMk Hiagai, MaaM. 

MakaaiauM livaR, M aal v i . 

Makauaiak tlkkigaa, Kkaa iakakar Dr. kyak. 
Mafcarlaa. tka Naa'Ma Mr. Taiakaalk, M.R.t. 
Ma R Mk , Mr. Makaaka lakary. 

MalHak, tka Naa’Ma Hr. PaHa iafeary. 

Maskarraff Naaaaia, Ika Naa’Ma Naar^ Kkaa Rakakar. 
RaaaraRak, Ravakaaka K. 

Raataiakkia, tka Naa'Ma Kkarala Mr, K.k.l.K. 
Raarakkia, IN. K. 

Rartaa, Mr. N. M. I. E. 

Pala, tka Naa’Ma Mr. iaraka Praaaaaa. 

Ralkat, Mr. Praaaaaa Dak. 

Raiaar Rakaiaa Kkaa, Mr. 

Ray. Mr. Dkaaaajay. 

•akarakkia Akauk, Mr. 

•airakkla Akaiak. Naji. 
lakaka^Alaai, Mr. iyak. 

•allai, Mr I. A. 
tarkar, taka Makkaaakaa. 

Sarajal iNaai Mr. 

•kakakakkla, tka Naa’Ma Hr. Kkwaja, O.R.E. 

•kakakali, Mr. 

iiagka, Raka Kikatra Natk. 

Ilrkar, Raka Utta Maaka. 

•klparltk, Mr. W. E. 
laiart. Mr. J. N. 

•tark, Mr. A. F. 

lakravarky. tka Naa’Ma Hr. N. t. 

Itavaaua. Mr. R. A. N. 

Taaiiaakkia Kkaa. tka Naa'Ma Mr. 

Tkaraiaa, Mr. 1. H. 

Walkar. Mr. W. A. M., e. R. E. 

Vaaal All kkaakkary. Mr. 


Tlu' Ayi's bciu^^ 78 and llie Noes 108, the motion was lost. 

The motion of th(‘ Hon 'hie Mr. Turak Nath Mukerjea that a sum of 
Ks. 2,1 00, 000 Ih* granted for expenditure under the head “54 — Faraine” 
durinjf the current year was then put and agreed to. 

56— Stationary and Printing* 

The motion of the Hon ’hie Mr. Tulsi Chandra Ooswarni that a sum of 
Hh. 7,12,(HK) he granted for expenditure under the head “50 — Stationery and 
I^inting” during the current year was then put and agreed to. 

63 — Extraordinary Chargoa in India* 

The motion of Mr. Dhirendra Nath l>atta that the sum of Rs. 2,02,82,000 
for expemliture under the head “G‘1 — Extraordinary Charges in India” 
during the current year he reduced hy Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

7'he motion of the Hou’hle Khwuja Sir Naziiuuddiii that a sum of 
Rs. 2.02,82,tKK) he granted for expenditure under the bead “63 — Extraordi- 
nary ('harges in India” during the current year was then put and agreed to. 
65A— Capital Outlay on provinoial sohtmos oonnedted Mrith tha war, 1638. 

The motion of the Hon’hle Khwaja Sir Na«imuddiu that a sum of 
Rs. 29,24,97,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “5 — Capital 
Outlay on provincial schemes connei.ted with the war. 1939’’ ^I'^ring the 
current year, was then put and agreed to. 


Adjourfimiiit 

The House was then adjourned at 6-40 p.m, till 3-30 p.m. on Monday, 
the 13th March, 1944, at the Assembly House, Calentta. 

BOP*44/S^74A-600 
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Collective finos 

C jis<>s III on}io.suion and lealiKation 

»g I p i.v». 

Componsation 

I'.nd le the wiukeis of tin tones for 

i I as«‘s Ilf .tet elenf' (g ' p. HM. • 

I Controlled shop 

{ Op4 lun^ lit and supplv ut padci.N ill 
I .lessuie dlstrn t <g t p l.»7. 

Courts ot Comllla 

Riiiiuval ot iivd. iiiiniiial and 
leveiiiiu 'g ^ P 220. 

Cyolone 

Relo't iieasoies in the afltM t«*ii ureas 
III Midna|Hire H) ) p .*>. 

Oat Gupta, Babu Khagendra Nath 

Reli:n^»nj»s nf s«.. unt.v piisonen* ut the 
nine ut llieir leli jiM* tg ) p, 4<J. 
l-,imd\ idiuw.ime lu se< untv pniwner 

Ml ilaliiudm Nalli Sjkdai iQ-) 

p * * I . 

'■'per oil Ruiini ut \ Isltufs fu| RuXU 

Npeeiid Reseive lad ig I p. 15. 
'sinke liv v^imlets ut Rental jails 

(<^ . |. TJ • 

Das Gupta, Sf. Narendra Nath 

Reii^iil •supervtsiuii u( ilrphaiiage und 
Wuluw s ilume Rdl, !9p) p}>, 29fi" 

.((Ml 40 'i 10“ 

(•i.ini ut peiisiun tu tin' taiiuR of latc' 
^aslo Kniuai itli.iraini ol Chuiila- 
katlo ui R.iri'.d *g » r». 224, 

Oalta, Mr. Ohirtndra Nath 

Ri 104.11 ut Drpbaiiajj;e and 

\Vidu«s Hutm Rill, )9|f) pp. :i02, 
4*M loj, .lo- 

'Ibngnl Vdlaue ■vlt -( oiv eniiuont 
( loemlnieiit > Rdl, 1949 p 411. 
Denoiml lor (ti.iiits 

■‘.47 Kduf at mil ~ (d neral ■ pp. 41K)- 
91 

‘*<*4 K\ traunlmar.v rb.irtjes in 
India”, pp psi-lOt^ 

“10- ^oreKt ‘ pp A')7-.'»9 
“.•.--^.Salt” pji 414-46. 

K«»reibly takiiiy aw*y of cash and 
checiue, pte., by Nejjj.ro soldiers iroBi 
a Miop ut Uajganj, ComiUa. (Q.) 
p. 74. 
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Oatta, Mr. Dfiiramlra H^tH—concid. 
Xnoonvienience of passengers of the 
Bengal and Assam Railway: (Q.) 
p. 44. 

R^oval of civil, criminal and revenue 
courts of Comilla; (Q.) p. 220. 
Treatment of swurity prisoner Sj. 
Kamala Kanta Ghosh, in the Medical 
College: (Q.) p. 41. 

OatU Qtipta, MIm Mira 

General discussion of the Budget, pp. 
lSO-32. 

Daatht frotii starvation 

Registration of — cases in imifassil 
mstricts (Q.) p. 118. 

Ooertaso 

In the iHinihor ot cattle used for agri- 
culture- <Q.) p. 15M. 

DoUmltatlon 

Of constituencies of Hankura District 
Board (Q.) yi. 02 

Oamand for Grants 

“27— .Adniinistratnm of .lustu-e" y)p. 
407. 

“40 — Agriculture” op. .197. 408 
“STiA — Gapital outlay on pro\iiicial 
scluuiies <-oniKM-(e(] with the aat. 
19:10“ • pp, ;197, 41(1. 

“4*2— X^j-oyieration” • pp .197. 408 
“.M7-- Ktlucution- -(Jeiieral” j>p ;1<K)- 
92, .‘192-94, 408. 

“0:1— K.xtraordinai;> charges in India’ 
pp. :197, 4(Kl-t04. 410. 

‘T>4~Fauiine’’ pp. :197. :197-400, 198 
“10- Forest” pp. :i57-0(), 406. 

“25 — General .tdniinistration — (icneral 

Adininistratiou’’ pp. :107'68. 106- 

407. 

“Irrigation • 18 — Othei K<'vemie F\- 
penditur<* rmaiK’cd troin Ordinnr\ 
Revenues” jm. 1106-67, 406. 

“28 -.laiK and Convict '8ettleinents“ 
jip. :16(». .181-89, 107 
♦ “r— Taind Revenue” pp :F>*2-o7, 404 
“:18— .Mcslical”- pp. .'1<»2, :lfl4.96, 4tl8 
“i:i— Other Taxes and Duties” ot> 
:i6l. 406. 

“2f)— -Police” - j)p. :196. 407 

“'10*— Ports and pilotage”; tip .’189, 

408. 

“'*19— Public Health” pp .W). 408. 

“11 — Registration”; pp ,'160-61, 406. 

“5 — Salt”, pp. :l44-52. 404. 

“9 Stamps”. j>p. 656-,'17, 406. 

”56-— Stationery and Printing” pp. 
•19i , 410, 

“il - Veterinary” py) ,'197. 408. 

Otgug^PMksr (Mr. 8ysd JalaliNidin 

Advcs'ates’ Rohes Bill, 194:1; p. 312. 
Bengal Village Self-Government 
(^Amendment 1 Bill, 1939: pp. 316. 

Observations on — Demand for Gmnta — 
“7 — Land Revenue”; p. 353. 

“5 — Salt”; p. 344, 

Observations on — 

Ooneral discussion on the Supplo- 
mentaiy Budgnt Estimates: pp. 
335, a38, 343. 


Oaputy Speaker (Mr. Syed Jaleiudiin 
HesfeeMy) 

The point of explanation by 
Dr. Nalmaksha Sanyal regarding 
some observations made by him; 
Jip. ;J80, 381, 382, 383, 384. 

The (Kiint of privilege raised bv 
Mr. Abdulla-al Mahraood: pp. 362; 

The jxiint of order raised by 
Mr. Fazlur Rahman about not 
allowing the Press to jiublish {he 
proceedings: j). .165. 

The points of order raised by 
Dr. XalinuksliH Sanyal and Rai 
Harendra Nath Chaudhury on 
24th February, 1944 pp. 169-63. 
The jMunt of order regarding objev'- 
tion to reading out the prepared 
s|>f'c<‘h of Mr. A K. Fnsdu! Hiiq 
by another member pp 29:1, 
2f)7 

Point ot order regarding Hupjile- 
meiitarv c'stiniiitt’s lor 194:1-44 
pp 19-.V. 

Development 

ot Bengiil's Fisheries (Q i j). 119 

Olepotel 

ot iiiachiiie parts, turrtiturc, eU,. in 
the Ikuigal Govermnent PresH (Q.) 
j. ’i.';! 

Distribution 

Ot pilddv scc'ds. cic . ill Pahna dis- 
tne t (Q ) pp. .'122-‘2I, 

District Board 

Roads Taken looi li\ imlitarv (Q t 

p. .177 

Division 

On the acl]our niuent motion ot 
.Ml Kiraii Sankar Roy regarding 
itaiining ol [uibluation of a joint 
statenH*nt bv the Ojipositioii leaders 
n‘g!irdmg Itaal Mtuntioii in Bengal 

PP ’281-8.-, 

On Kxcess Grant. 1941-42 -“19- 
Fcoist” p).. 2:i:i-:t4 

Dutt Maiumdar, Mr. Nlbarendu 

JNihln women in B<*ngal ‘ p 286 

Edbar, Mr. Upendra Nath 

(inv crnmeiit officers in Bakarganj dis- 
trict p. 4:1. 

Eioest Grant, 1M1-4S 

“19- Korest ” • pj , 2:i9-:t7, 

“IriG'rcht hVee .\dvan«*»-M” pj,. 2.‘17- 

;i8. 

“.Vi -l*orts and Pilotage” jij, 2:V',-37 

Expenditure 

For jiumj, irngaium schemes. (Q.* 
pp. '119-20. 

lncurre<l in giving relief to yieople of 
Damodar flood areas <Q f p 111. 

Exteneion 

Of service granted to clerks of Alipore 
(dlectorate. (Q.) p, 248. 

Fallow and oMUnraMa wasta lande 

In Bengal' (Q.) pp. 325-27. 
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FapiOy auwiiano* 

of — ^to security prisoner Sj. 
Dinesh Chandra Roy; (Q.^ p. 152. 

Of certain aecunty prisoners vQ ) P- 

113. ^ , 

Prayer for increased — un certain 
iwuriiy prisoners; (Q.) p. 17. 

^ To security prisoner 3lr. Kabindni 
Nath Sikdar. (Q > p. ‘i'i,") 

Farhut Bano Khanam, Begum 

Beneal Supt'rvjsioii of Orphanage and 
”1^ idows’ H(»ine Hill. 1^40 pp. 

93, 302 , 309. 

Faalul Huq, Mr. A. K. 

ClearinR oi Press and Visitors' 
galleries, pp 202, 26.1 
(jcneral discussion of the Hmlget 
pp. 201-20;l. 207-21:.. 

Faziul Rahman, Mr. 

Adjournment motion of Mr Kiraii 
Sankar Ro\ regarding banning of 
publication of a loinl stateiueiit b> 
the Opposition leaders regarding OkmI 
situation in Bengal p. 2.>0 
Bt*ngal Supervision of Oriihaiiage and 
\\idoas’ Home Bill. 1940 |>p 302, 

:103. 

Bengal Village <elf-(b)vemment 
(Amendment) lliil. p 010 

On the point o! order regarding objis- 
turn to reading out tbe pn-pareil 
siK‘e< h ol^ Ml .V K bay.lul Hiuj b> 
anotlier meinlK i pp 201, 203. 2(M.. 
207. 

Point ot order as to whetluT the Press 
shoiiUi be direet<Kl not lo jiubliHb the 
proeeislings p .‘Ki2 

Fisheriet 

Development ol Bengar.s (Q.) p 

119 

Fixation of prloo 

Of jute (Q . p 114 

FloofI 

HaV(K- m Burdwan district (0 ) P- 

3. 

In rivers of Bengal sinn' 19^1^1 <'Q.l 

p. 44. 

Foodstuffs 

Immirt and exiK.rt ol -in and trotn 
iWnga! (Q ) p. lof). 

Rise in the prue of— (Q.) |» 3. 

Forcibly Uklng 

Away of cash and cheque, etc., by 
Negro soldiers fro4n a shop at Raj- 
ganj, Comilla (Q.) p. 73 

Bangui!, Mr. PratuI Charidra 

Air-raid protection for security 
priM>ners in jails within (.’aleiitta 
area. (Q.) p. 

Import ancf exjM.rt of Onxlstuff in and 
from Bengal; (Q.) p. 156. 

Kopplj of fiKidstuffs to people at 
cheaper rat© (Q.) p. 327. 


Budget 


Ghoto, Mr. AtiH KrMimi 

Opening of controlled shop and 
of iwddv in .Tessore diatiisi; (Q.) 
p. 157. 

Qiasuddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Butigei Discussion, pp. 96-98. 

Gladding, Mr. 0. 

Budgtd Discussion, pp. 68-71. 

Goswami, ths Hon 'bit Mr. Tutsi OhaiMlrg 

Budget .s|H'ech 1911-4:1. pji 2«'l-35. 

Ifeiiiaiid tor Oratits-- 

•*.36 -Ibirts and Pilotage"; p, »3B9. 

-.39 -Public Healib"; p. m 
••■Vs -Stationery and Printing"; 
p .3fC. 

DisjhisuI ot machine parts, ' furniture, 
etc., in the Bengal (irovernmeni 

Pres.*. (Q ) p. 253. 

Kxcess (Iriint, UMl-42— 

•'1(1 — Fori'st" p. 2.'19. 

‘Interest Fret' .Vdvaiict's" . p. 237. 
“.til Pmts and Pilotage": n. 236. 
(leiiernl tiiMiission ol the Budget; 
21.3-17 


Of th© Budget: pp. ISMl. 
On the Supplementary 
Eatixnatea: pp. SS2-43. 


dgel: pp. 


Ohservntioiis on Oeneral DitcusaioQ on 
the Supplement arv Budget llkti* 
mutes p 243, 

Oil the 4Munt ol order regarding objec- 
imn to reading out the prepared 
sjHMM'h ol Mr. A K. Faalul Huq by 
another member p. 295. 

Presentation ol supplementary ©ati- 
males lor 1943-41 pp. 48, 54-55. 
’rem|iorMr> ujijier diMsiun piste croatod 
in the Finanee Depanmont; (Q.) 
p. 2:Mt 

Qovsrnmont olAoars 

In Bakarganj distnet (Q.) p. 43. 

Grant 

Of dearness allowance and rations at 
<'ontroll*Hi rates to Hnral Public 
Health Staff (Q.J p. 96. 

f)f extension ol iwTvice to clerks of 

Ali|air<* ( ‘ollis'tornt** (Q.) p. 223. 

Of liiciliiies to convictisi prisoners IBr 
filing Hj)i«'ul. by SupenntenUont, 
AliiKire (entral dad. IQ.) p. 82. 

Of tamily allowance to His urity prisoner 
.Sj. Dinesh I'hundra Boy n. 152. 

Of iHuisiofi to the latnily of (at© Bashi 
Kuinai Gharaini of Chaulakatbi in 
Barihal (Q.) p 223. 

onmths, Mr. c. 

^ Budget Dis<'us.iioii . pp. 161-104. 

Orual kltohsns in Bogra distrlot 

0|K'ntng of — . (Q.) p, 245 

Gupta, Mr. dogath Chandra 

Clearing of Press and Viaitors* 
gallenes • p. 266. 

Bcheme for reorganiKation of Rural 
Public Health Service; (Q.) p. U7, 


Giapta, Mr. d. N. 

Bengal Housing Bill, 1948: 
Theft and burglary at 
Khulna: (Q.) p. 224. 


pp. 810 


810-12. 

in 
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Mtndry, Mr. Daviil 

Adiourniuent motion of Mr. Kiran 
Hanlwr Jloy regarding banning of 
publicatJon of a joint statement by 
the Opposition leaders regarding foraJ 
Kituation itt Bengal, pp. 279*80. 

General discussion ot the Budget: pp. 
184-90. 

On the iMjirit ot onler regarding objec- 
tion to reading out the pr(‘pare<l 
siieech ot Mr. A. K. Fazliil ffnq by 
another iikmoImt: p. 204. 

HIrtitl, Mr. M. A. F. 

l*rogre.ss ol irrigation .scheme h> 
pumping Ksommetided hy Sir Wiliiani 
Stain pe. (0.) p .T20. 

Icirit Ahmed Mia, Maulvl 

General ilisr nssion on the Supplernejit- 
ar> Bmlget Kstiniates: i)p. :442-4d, 

Immertion of Hindu Imagea at Matiabruz: 

(V.) P. 121. 

Import and export 

Ol foo<lstu(l ni and trom Bengal (Q.) 
p. loO. 


Inoondlarlem 

In Contai and raiidnk siihdiMsions. 
(g.) P 19 


liwonvenlenoe 


Ol passeiigei'h ol the Bengal and .\ssani 
BaiUvav {Q ) p. 44. 


^alaluddln Ahmad, The 
Bahadur Mauivi 


Hon'ble Khan 


Bengal N'lllage Sclt-(;o\ ei imient 
(Amemlnu'iii 1 BiU, 19.49 on, .414 
4Ui ' ‘ 

Deliniitution ot con.stituemies <>1 
Bankiira l)i.stii<t Board (0 ) J». 92. 
Domand loi Grants. “.48- Medical’' 
pp. im, .49.V{Hi. 

Grant ot di'aniess allowance and 
rations at eontndhnl rates to Rural 
Public iliuilth stair (0 • p 
Number ot diniths from eholera ami 
V. inulariu in tlu' Contai and Tamhik 
subdivisions, Midnapore ((J i n 
123. 


Quantity <0 (pnmne allotted to Bengal 
by the (iovm niiOMit ot Imlia and <1 ih- 
tribution- [O.) p. 

Registration of lieaths trom .starvation 
eases in inoliissil districts (U ) ]». 
118. ^ ‘ 

Scheme toi reorganisatum oi Rural 
Pubhe Health Ser\ ice (Q ) p 117. 

Sumily of nuslieines ii* Government, 
ciistriet lamnl and munieipal dis- 
pensaries {() ) p 117. 

Theft of quinine from (Vnnilla Oistriei 
Board oflice and supplv b\ Govern- 
ment (Q.l p 40 


iatan, Mr. I. D. 

Budget DiiH'ussiuu. pp. (>2-ti4, 

ilaalmMildin Ahmed, Khan Bahadur 

Diatriet Boani roads taken over bv 
military. (QO p. 377. 

Jttta 

Fixation of priw of—: (Q.) p. 114. 


Kundu, Mr. Nithltha Nath 

Adjournment tnotion regarding hunger- 
atnko in Kajshafai Jail: p. 46. 

Clearing of Pres.s and Visitors’ 
gallerie.s: p. 261. 

Petitions ot Mr. Nishithu Nath Kundu, 
M.L.A., <Ietained in the Presideney 
Jail: (Q.) p. 219. 

Lahiri, Babu Ashutoth 

Alleged fon-ihle seizure by Siih- 
divisionul Officer of Dalurghat ot 
thousands ot maunds of paddy belong- 
ing to an agncnltnrist : (U.) i>. 

377. ‘ 

Bengal Supervision ot Orphanage and 
Widows’ Home Bill 1940. pp, .•}()3 
.‘iO-j, .408. 

ImmerMon ot Hindu images at Matia- 
hniz. (Q.) j) 121. 

Piihlic ]*roNi*cutors in Bengal. (O.) 
p. 4,4 

Maiti, Mr. Nikunja Bebari 

FIoimI 111 rivers of Bengal since 19.4;l. 

(g ) p 44 

Releas(‘ ol [Kiliticni and seciirit\ 
prisoners ot Midnapore tor reliet 
w ork . ig ) p 218 

Maji, Mr. Adwaita Kumar 

Expenditure incurred in giving reliet 
to pcoph' ol Dainodar tiood areas 
(g I p 111 

M<Krtl lumx in Burdwan district 

(Q I p 

Mafumdar, Mr. Jnanendra Chandra 

\c(|Uisition ol lands for the Bmigal 
Road and C.iptain Licks Road (O ) 
p 4!) 

PruMT lor incri'ascd t.inul.v allouanct* 
hy (crtaiii socuntv pris(in«>rs (().) 

P 17 


Mai, Mr. Isw^r Chandra 

Hamilv allowance of lertam sisiiritv 
prisoners (Q.) p 11 . 4 , 

Incendiarism m Contai and Tamluk 
Mihdnisionv (Q 4 p 10 ,. 

Nmidur ol lieaths trom cholera ami 
loHlaria it» the (^mtai aiul Tamluk 
suhdiviMoiis. Midnapore iQ 1 p 


Maqbul Hossain, Mr. 

8»'cuiiiy prisoners Mauhi Ashrafuddin 
-Vhined Clioniihnry and Bahu .\shu* 
tosh 8inhn ((^ ) p 79. 

Madioai treatment 

Of sccuritv prisoner Sj Imkendra 

Mohan S<'n ■ (Q.) p 1,4. 

Measage(t) 

Trom the Bengal J.,egislativo Council 

p. 22<). 

Mohammed All, Khan Bahadur 

\tljournment motion of Mr. Kiron 
Sankar Roy reganling banning of 
publication of a joint atalemeut hy 
the Opposition Icodera regarding food 
situation in Beigal: pp. 258^. 

Clearing of Preaa and Vioitor*’ gal- 
leries: pp. 262, 26S. 
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Miliammtii Ali, Khwi Baliailur— 

jQieiimiui for Grants — “SVGeiH^rHi Ad- 
ministration — G^noral Administra- 

tion": pp. itt>7-C8. 

“28 — .Fails and Convict S<‘ttlonH‘nts" . 
pp. .188-89. 

Hooker jee, Or. Syamaprasod 

Adjournment motion ot Mr. Kiran 
Sankar Itoy re^ardinji banmiin ol 
puhiu-ation oi a joint siatenient l»> 
the OpiKiMtion leaders rej^anlin^; lianl 
Mtuiition til Bengal, pp. L’7(e79. 
Benjj;al SupeiMsion ol ilrpliaitaj^e and 
Widovis' Home Bill iri4(): pp. lilKVtHi. 
;iu4-:ior>. 

Clearing' of Bless and \'isitors’ gal- 
leries p ‘Jli'J 

(ieiHTal <lis( imvion ot the Budjit*! ■ pp 

Motor accidents 

In (idiutta and Ihowah hetueen 
\laieh and dune, 19id > p 77. 

Muazzamuddin Hoeain, the Hon’ble Khan 
Bahadur Saiyed 

.Viirn ult III ill I lev i'lopnu'iit iHfieers 

(Q I P ir. 

Heerease in tin iiumhet o) .allU used 
lol a^J i( lilt me ' 1.1 ' P I 

Deiii.iiid tor (Ir. lilts 

*' pi- Viii i< lilt ore ’ I' dM7 
“ I l-\'eteriiiar\ ' p .P»7 
Development or Btiual •> Kishenes 
I }. l'J<» 

Dist nlni ! ion ot f.ad'iv s<.,.t|s oi« . in 
P.ihna <listii, 1 il.l r pi* .V.M-.M 
Fallow ainl inliuraPle wa-te lanvis in 
Beimal ■<.» I pp .l-JVL*: 

sn^.iiian* lultivatnni m l^ahna <lis 
tint pp t'Jl 

S'lppp iM l.ttro'ii loi pad'lv <iiltivation 
M,1 ' p ! 

Want o! .attl« toi aunr ultural pui- 

poses < ,1 ' I • I 1 < > 

Muhammad Itraii, Maulvi 

Beni;at Supervision ol Orphanajre am! 
Wnlows Hnnn Bill IPP» pp ‘JPH- 

Beiivi.d V dl.i>i< s^*.|).(;„x,.nitnent 

I Alnendiiient i Bill 19dl> p Mlo 

Demand loi (irants - “'-S.ih pp. .‘ttH- 
49. 

Ojieiiinji ot sujiai (list i ihiit ion < entres 
hy mills ) p Hfi. 

1*01111 ot ordei rei^ardinn disphiv ol 
cloths III the .AsmoiihK ChafnlM*! h\ 
Di Nalinaksha S,ui\ai pp *^^<1.87 

Mukerjea, the Hon'ble Mr. Tarek Nath 

Amount samtK»ned and .sikiiI lor test 
relief w(jrk in Bankura 'tjl * p 
•Jl I 

Demami lor (irants^ 

“ amine' ' pj* A97, dfUl, 4<t(l. 
'■7-liand Beveuiie" pp AV2. 

' I.MHher Taxes and Duties’* pp 

:w,\, m*). 

“9-St.ainps' ■ pj> .'i5d, 357 
Expenditure incurred m ni'injit relied 
to i»eople oi Damodar fltKKi aroaa 

1 p. 111. 

Extemaion of ncrvice Kmt«d to dorka 
of Alipore ColWtorate: (Q ) p. 2t8, 


m- 


MritoiiM, Mm NM'kM Mr. TtMk IMh 

Kliwiil Imrm- in jRimlwKit diirtrict: (tl.) 

„ P- 

Grunt of extension <)t service to clerks 
of AlijMire ColUvoGirate : (Q.) p. ^13. 

Opening ot uruel kiGhims in Ho|tra 
district ((Jt. ) p. 345. 

Heliet meuHurcK in the eyelomv-affef'ted 
an‘u.s ol MidnajKirtv {O. ) p. 5. 
Ueinoval ol eiril, (Tiniinni and revenue 
etiiirts of Comiiia {{).) p. 331. 
Stopping; of setthmient o|H'nition in 
Bakar>;anj (Q. > p. 3. 

Mukharitt, Or. Sharat Chandra 

General tlist iissnui ol the Buduet : pp. 
115-17, 

Mulllok, Mr. Aehutosh 

Budget dtscusMoii pp, 98-101. 

Mulllak, tha Hon'bla Mr. Pulln Miarl 

\ lertain hook ‘'One World" b.v 
Mr Wendell Wilkie. (0.1 p. 337. 
Vppointnuuts in I'uhlieitv Departliieni: 
.0 ‘ P 113 

Muaharruff Hottain, th# Hon*bt«'\Nawtb, 
Khan Bahadur r 

Demand toi Grants i ”37 .VdmiitiNira- 
ti<m ol .hisiuf’ pp :k>H. 389 

Bulilie Bi'os(.< ntors m Bengal (Q.) 
,» t.( 

Nandy, Maharaja Srieohandra, of CoMlm- 
bazar 

Budget Disi ussion pp. 84-('iH 
Expenditure loi pump irrigation 

K( hemes i \ p. lIUl. 

I'allou and tulluruhie waste hiildn in 
Ih figal «(,> 1 p. .(’25 

Naakar, Mr. Ham Chandra 

,\ppoiiit im iit s in Buhlicitv Department t 
(g.t p. 112 

Fixation ot price ol jiiti' ((Jt.l p. 114. 
Ouahtx ot rue supplitMl to Belief 
( cut res in Beliual (Q ) t». 373. 
(^uantitv ot ipiiuim* allotterl to lleri||al 
hv tiu' Govenimeut ot India and Its 
distnhiit ion <0 i p. 94 
Be-r*xeaMit ion ot river Hidvadhari 
1 p. 91 

Bise III ihe pin* »*! i«Mi(Utu(fs; (Q.) 
p H 

Supply ol latMiiir lor pa<hlv eultiviition. 

p 1 

Supplv ot nn’rln iin-s to Government, 
district hoant and inunieipai dis- 
jM'iisaru's < 0 I p 1 lt> 

Want of (little tor agririiltiiral jnir- 
{Mm’s ((^.1 p. iin. 

Nazimuddin, tha Hon’bla Khwaja Hr 

.adjournment motion — 

Begarding hanriing of puhlieution ot 
a joint htalernenl hy the OpfKisi- 
tion leaders ri'garrimg fowl situa- 
tion in Bf'ngal pp. 255, 27i8, 3(K), 
381-Ht. 

Begarding hunger strike in BajMhabi 
•Jail, pp. 48, I8, 

,lir*raid protection for security prioonon 
in within Calcutta area: (Q.) 
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NMtaiiNMIii, llw KlNraJa lir— 

Belongmsii of security prisoners et the 
time or their release: (Q.j p. 37. 

Bengal Supervision ot Orphanage and 
l^ows' Home Bill, !£>£): p. 291. 

Cases of imi^sition and realisation of 
collec-tive nnes: (Q.f p. 165. 

Clearing of Press ana Visitors’ gal- 
leries; p. 200. 

Demand lor Grants — 

*'86A-Capital outlay on provincial 
schemes connected with the war, 
1939”: p. 397. 

‘‘42-('o-operatian” : p. 397. 
”03-Extraordinary charges in India”: 
p. 397. 

‘'2{]HGencral .Administration — General 
Administration”: p. 3(>7. 

“2H — Jails and Gonvict Settli** 
mciits” ; p. 309. 

”29- Police”: p. 396, 

Family allowance of certain security 
prisoners; (Q.) p, 113. ^ 

Family allowan<‘e to security prisoner 
Mr. Hahindra .Vnth l^ikdar: (Q.) p. 
226. 

Forcibly taking away of cash and 
cheoue, etc*., by Negro soldiers from 
a shop at Rajganj, Comilla: (Q. ) 
p. 74. 

Government ofheers in Baknrganj dis- 
trict; (Q.) j). 43. • 

Grant of lacilities to security prisoners 
lor filing apiieal by Supc'Hntendent, 
Alipure Central Jail: (Q.) p. 82. 

Grant ol family allowance to security 
prisoner Sj. Dinesh (’hundra Rov. 
(Q.) p. 162. 

Grant of [leiision to the family ot late 
Sashi Kumar (ihurami of (^haulakathi 
in Bari sal. (Q.) p. 224. 

Immersion of Hindu images at Matin- 
bniB. (C^. ) p. 122. 

Iiieendiansm in CvOiitai and Tamltik sub- 
divisions: (Q.) p. 19. 

Medic'nt treatment of stK*urit> prisoner 
Sj^. liokendru Mohan Sen* (Q.) p 

Motor ai'cidents in Calcutta and 
_ Howrah hetwt*eii March and June, 
^ 1943: (g.) p. 77. 

Number of I’lises dcvidcnl and iH^rsoiis 
convicted hv Special (Courts Ordi- 
nance. (Q.) pp. 371-72. 

Numfier ot inhabitants ot tfie provinen* 
of OrisNu deiaiiietl as y security 
priwuHTs in Bengal: (Q r p. 226. 

Observations on the uoiiit of exulana- 
tum b> Dr. Nalinnkshu San>al 
regarding some observations made by 
liim p. ilHl. 

Observations on the |Miint ot privilege 
raised by .Mr. AlMlulla>al MahmcMKl* 
p. :m. 

Petitions of .Mr, Nishitha Nath Kundn, 
M.L.A., detained in the Presidencx 
Jail: (Q.) p. 219. 

Point of order re^mrditig disi'ussion on 
the motion ot tne Hon'hte Minister 
on Bxc««s Grant: p. 230, 

Fri^or for increased family allowance 
by certain security prisoners: (Q.> 
p. 17. 

Proposed ap^xiiotment of tribunal to 
enquire into alleged exoeseee com- 
mitted by jpolioe in Tamlnk and 
Oontai: (Q ) r> 1*1. 


NasiimMldin, tlw Mwilile KiMMla tir 

Public women in Bengal: (Q.l p. 286. 

Recall of Bengal Indian (jivil Service 
Officers: (Q.) p. 75. 

Release of political and security 
prisoners ot Midnapore for relief 
work: {(}.) p. 218. 

.Security prisoners Maulvi Ashrafuddin 
Ahmed Choudhury and Babu Ashii- 
tosh Sinha: (Q.) p. 81. 

Security prisoner Srijukia Bimal 
Protiva Debi: (Q.) p. 241. 

Security prisoner Babu Susil Kumar 
Banerji: (Q.) p. 39. 

Special Board ot Visitors for Buxa 
Special Reserve Jail: (Q.) p. 16. 

Strike by warders of Bengal Jails: 
<Q;) p. 72. 

Supply of articles to security prisoners 
in Presidency Jail: (Q.) p. 10. 

Theft and burglary at Senhati in 
Khulna. (Q.) p. 225. 

Treatment ot security prisoner Sj. 
Kamala Kanta Ghosh in the Medical 
College: (Q.) p. 41. 

Non-availability 

Of rice in a ration shop pp 331-32 

Numbor 

01. cases dc«*Kh\l and j)ers()ns convicteil 
by SfSHial Courts Ordinance: (g ) 
jip. 370-72 

Ot deaths irom tholcra and malaria in 
the Conlai and 'I'anilnk subdivisions. 
Midnapore (g.> p. 123. 

Ot inhabitants ol the province ot 
Orissa detaiiMsl as stsunty prisoners 
m Bengal tg ) p 22<) 

Obituary 

Mrs Knstiirba (iandht p ,36 

”Ono World” by Mr. Wondoll WIIMo 

.A certain l»ook ii) ) p 227. 

Oponing 

Of gruel kitchens in Bogra district 
(g. ) p. 246 

Ot sugar distribution centres hv mills, 
(g ) p 89 

Pain, the Hon'blo Mr. Barada Protanna 

.Acoui.sition of lands for the Bengal 
Itoad amt ('aptain Licks Road <g.i 
p. 40. 

Demand tor Grants — “Irrigation — 18^— 
Other Revenue exiienditure financed 
from ordmarv Revenues” pp. 366- 
;ki7. 

District Bonn! roads taken over by 
military. (Q.) p. 377. 

Expenditure for pump irrigation 
schemes: (().) pp. 319-20. 

Flood in rivers of Bengal since 1933: 
(g.) P; 44. 

Inconvenience of passengers of the 
Bengal and Assam Railway: (g.) 
p. 45. 

Progress of irrigation st'heme by uump- 
ing recommended by Sir William 
Stamp®; (Q.) pp. 3^22. 

Re-axcavatlon of rnrer Bidyadhmri: 
(Q.) P. 91. 
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nM, sir Hari Sankar 

General discussion of the Budget: pp. 
147-49. 

Mltlons 

Of Mr. Nishttha Nath Kundu^ M.L.A., . 
detained in the Presidency Jail: 

(Q.) p. 219. 

fodtfir, Mr. Anancillai 

General discusaiaii of the Bud^rct . pp 
137-39. 

Point of ordor 

Regarding nnNWcr to htarretl question 
No. 110, relating to past tunc (Q i 
p. l.>8. 

Regarding diKcus.sion on the motion of 
the lum'hle Miifistcr on Kxcoss i 

Grant p. 230. ; 

llcgardini: display of cloth'* in the j 

.\ssend»l\ f’hamla'r bv Dr. Nalinak^ha j 

San\iil pp. 2Hr>4^H. | 

Hi'garding objection to reading out the j 

sjansdi ot .Mr K. Kaslui 11 uq b> , 
another inemlicr pp 203-2tf7. j 

Regurding suiiidcnu'iitarN estimates i 

pp. 49-*.l 

Point of personal axplanation 

By Dr. Nnlinakshu Sanyal regarding 
sonic ol)st‘r\ atiori inmlc by him pp 
:IM0-H4 

Point of Privllegt 

Regarding some nn'inbor making <ei- 
taiii false statoments pp. .'lOl-fM 

Pramanik, Mr. Tarinl Charan 

.Vgru ultiiral l)c\clopmcnt DHuits 

.y ) p ir, 

Prayer § 

hor im rciis«s| lainily allowance hv cer- 
tain sc« urit\ jjriHoners (Q > p 17 i 

Progress 

(M irrigation scheme b\ pumping j 

ns'omincndcsl by "^ir William Statn|>o i 

(Q.i pp 32t)-22. I 

Proposed appointment < 

Of tribunal to enquire into a.lleg<^ j 

exwhscs commit twl bv jxilice in 
Taniluk and Contai- (i) ) p. H. 

Public Proeooutora 

In Bengal (Q.) p. 43. ' I 

PulHIo oromen in Bengali (Q f p 2^1 | 

t 

Publicity Dapartmont 

Appointments m - (Q > p. 112 

Quality I 

Of rice supplied to Relief CJentres m 
Bengal. (Q.l pp .372-77 

Quantity 

Of quinine allotted to Bengal by 
Govemmeni of India and its dis- 
tribution: (Q.) p. 94. 


IB 


QuMfio ft 

Theft of— from ComiUa Districi Board 
offic'e and aupply bv Govmnient; 
(Q.) 1 >. 40 . 

Rtjibuddin Tarafdar, Mauivi 

Oi>entng of gruel kitchens in Bogra 
distrii't. (Q.) p. 243. 

Raeall 

Of Bengal Indian Civil St‘rvicc ofKoers; 

(Q.) p. 75. 

Ro-oxoavatloii 

Of river Bidyadhari: (Q 1 p. 91, 

Raloasa 

Of j^mlitical ami sei'iinty prisonern of 
MnliiBiHirc for n'lief w'ork : (Q.l p. 
21K 


Rallaf 

F.xjHMiditurc incurred in giving — to 

jicoidc of Dainoilar floixl areas. (Q.l 

p 111 


Raliof maaauras 

In the cxcloiie-affiM trsl areas in Midiia- 
}w»rc, ) p 5 

Removal 

Of civil, crimmal and revenue coiirta 
of Comiiiii (O ' p 22(1 

Raport 

l)is<MisHion on ot the Public .VccounU 
('ommitl«H’- 229 


Raqulsltlon 

Of fuel wocmI b> Sululix isionid Officer 
of Vishnujnir in Banknra ihstnci. 
(g.) j*p :i:«»-3i. 

Riaa 

In the ()nce of itHHlstufls (g.) p. 9. 

Roy» Mr. Cham Chandra 

AdvrKUles’ Bobi'h Bill, 1913 p 312 

Roy, Mr. Kamal Kriahna 

Amount sanctioiKxl ami M|amt for lest 
relief work in Bankuru. (g.) p, 943. 

Motor accidents in f’alnilta and 
Howrah V»ctwrH*n March and June, 

nm (g ) p. 77. 

RfMjjiiisition of fuel wmsf by SidHllvi- 
sional Officer of Vishnupur in 
Bankura district fQ.) pp. 3.30-31. 

Roy, Mr. KIran Sankar 

Adjouminent motion of - reganfing 
banning of publication of a joint 
statement by the Opposition leaders 
on the food attoaiion in Bengal: 
pp. 255, 258, 264-37. 
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Ruff Mr* Patiram 

Ganaral dincusMon of the Bodiret: on. 
141-42. K 1 1 


Of denial pacldy in Goalundo uub- 
diviaion: (Q, ) p. 288. 

Sanaullah, Or. 

Bengal Medirui < AiiuMidiuent) Bill, 

mO: p. .*312. 

Bengal SteunuT Khnlnnih Bill, 1943: 
p. 313. 

Bengal Wakl ( Aniendinent) Bill, 1940, 
pp. :109, 310. 

ItegJHtraiion ot (leaths irorii Mtanation 
('iiHCH ill mohisHil distrietH; (O.) t». 
118. 

Sanyal, Or. Nallnaktha 

AdjouriuiK'nt motion — 

Regurding lianniiig ol imblu-atioii «d 
a joint Mtaic'iiiont by the Opposition 
leadors on the IimkI Hituation in 
Bengal, pp. 2^.5. ‘25<), 257, 200. 
Regarding hunger-strike in Bajshahi 
.fail: p. 47. 

AsNuult by labourers on <iHieerH ot 
Oniniiie Kaetorv at Muiigpoo > 

|». 84. 

Bengal Siip<*n ision ol Orphanage iin<l 
WkIown’ Home Bill, 1940 pp 292, 
.■100-.‘K)1. 

Bengal Village ^ell-(ioveriiment 
( AmeiKlnuMit ) Hill, 1939 pp. 31.'», 
310, 317. 

CuHes oi iiniMiNit ion and r<‘aliKatioii ol 
eolUM'tive lines (Q.) p. 1.55. 

Dernand for (tranls - 

“27— Administration ol .lustiee”: 
pp. 360. 

“(L'4— Kxtraordinur> eharges in 
India*’ : pn. 401 -402. 

“25-~(ieneral .Vdininist rat uui (iene- 
ral Administratuur’ , p 3()7. 
“Irngiition— 18— Other Revenue K\- 
pendituiH* HnanetMl Irom Ordinarx 
RevenueH”. p. iJOO. 

“28-— .IhiIs and C'oiiviet Settlements'', 
pp, 3H0-H8. 

**l.'W-Oi lu'r raxes and Duties”; pp 
3(51. :m. 

“11 — Kegistraiion' p ;10II. 

UiHeuswon on the report ol the Piiblie 
.Vi’x’ouiit.s CoiiiJmtt4*e. pp. 229S10. 
Enquiry regarding adjournment inotimi 
regarding bbuk-marketing ot eertain 
(‘oUon piis'egomlN bv Ralli Hrotbers 
p. 200. 

Exeess Cl rant. 1041-42 — 

“Interest Fns* Advames”; p. 2:18. 

" ' Porf ^ Bilutago” pp. 2.V>- 

36. 

(ieneral disrussion ot the Budget, pp 
168-74 

CJeneml diseuvsimi on the Supplement- 
ary Budget Estimates: pp. .'i*12-»‘l5. 
Obaeryations on the |M»iut of order 
rmiHiHl by Mr. Kaxhir Rahman: p. 
363. 

iVini ol onler ret^anlmg an.swer to 
Ktarrixi question Xo. 110, ndnting to 
paat time: u. 158. 

mii of order regarding diaplay of ! 
in th« AMembly Chain ocr: p. 
RR. 


taafil, Dr. NaHmUoIm 

Point of order regarding objection to 
reading out the speech of Mr, A. K. 
Faalul Huq by another member: 
p. 203. 

Pmnt of personal explanation by Dr. 

[ Nalinaksha Sanyal regarding some 

[ observations made by him: pp. .380, 

m, ;182, .383, 384. 

Point ot privilege regarding some 
member making certain false state- 
ments; pn. 361, 363. 

Point ot order regarding supplementary 
estimates; pp, 49-51. 

Sanyal, Mr. Saunka Sakhar 

Adjournment motion— 

Regarding banning of publifation of 
a joint statement bv the Opposi- 
tion leadc*rs on the food situation 
in Bengal pj). 257-.>8. 

Regarding hunger-strike in Bajshahi 
Jail p 47. 

Hengal Siijiervision oi Orphanage' ami 
Widows’ Home Bill, IfMD nu 291 
29.3-95. 

Clearing ot INess and Visitors gal- 
leries ,1 2(>0. 

Demand lor (.’r.iuts “.3K Modical” 

pj). 

(*eneral iIim ussiou dm i}|<. .supplement- 
ary Budget Estimates pp .3.r)-.39. 
Observations on the point of personal 
1‘xplunaliou bx l)i Naiinaksii.i 8anxal 
regarding .some obstipations made bt 
bun !>)> ,383-8} 

On the point ol ordei legaiding objiH- 
tion to leading out the pi(‘pait*d 

speech ol Mr. A K far.lul Huq bx ' 
allot hei iiu'inbet pp 20 {-“(T) 

8«ihi Kumar Gharami of Cfiaulakathl in 

■ariial 

(iriint ol pi'iisioii to tho I inidx ol 

late (0.) p 22.3 

Schome for raorganiaation 

Ot Rural I’ublu Health ,S|.,^„,. ,() , 

p. 117 

Soourity prisimer(B) 

Belongings ol- at the iiim ..t tluii 
release ity i p .30 
hainilx ailuwaiU'e ol irit.iiii (l),i 

p ll.l 

(•rant ol laiiillx allowaiii) to S| 

Dmesh Chandra Ro\ i p. 152. 

Maiihi .Xsbraluddin Abmetl Cboudhurx 
and Babu .Vsbutosh Snib.i lO i o 
80. ^ ‘ 
M<*<li(al treatment ol— -8| Lokeiidra 
Mohan .s<‘i| (Q i p, l;j 
Xunilw'r ol inhabitauls ol ihr pioxims' 
ol Ori.ssa dotaiiusl as— lu Bengal. 

(Q I p 220, 

8njuktn Bimal Protiv.i Debi (U.) p 
241 ' 

Supplx ot artu'les to — in !*resuleni> 
.lad H).) p 9 

Babu Sii.sil Kumar Bam rp (O V ii 

:iH. ^ ‘ 

Treatment td— Sj. Kamala Kant.i 
Ghosh 111 the Mtxlical r<dlege- (Q. ) 
p. 41. 

Dan, Mr. AtuI ChaiMln 

A I'eriain book “One World” bv 
Mr. Wendell Wilkie: (Q ) p. 227.’ 
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P^Mnd ior Grants — 

**37 — Education— GeneraJ*’: p. ai>l. 

! **^68 — Jails and Convict Settlements' ; 
pp. 384-86. 

Oefiend discussion of the Budget 
pp. 149-51, 164. 

SWi ' Mr. OhirwMlra Nath 

Budget disciTssion pp. I(rj-kt8. 

San, Rai Bahadur Josath Chandra 

Recall of Bengal Indiun Ci\il Ser\jrr 
oflBcers: (Q!) p. 75. 

Supply of standnnl olotli. (1^.) p. 22 

San, Babu NasaAdra Nath 

Number of <'ases decidinl und ptT.soiis 
convicted by Special C'ouitu t)rdi- 
naiice (Q.) p 370 

San Gupta, Mrs. Natlle 

Demand U>r Grants— “37 Iviutatimi 
General’'; pp 3914»2. 

General ihmussion ot the Budget pp 

126-27 


Sattlamant Oparatlon 

Stopping ol in Bakaigauj • p 3 

Shahabuddin, the Hon'ble Mr. Khwa)a 

('ompcnsalion paul to tin* workers ot 
lactories f«»r ( ascs ot accidents 
tg t p 88 

Deimiiid tor CJiaiits “.'i 'salt’ pp 
344 j 340-51. 

HHxation of price oi jute, tg.) p ll*> 

Opening <»t sugar distribution centies 
lo mills <g * p H9 




IpMtor, Mr. (MW Mm’M* Mr. <fi« 

.AM) 

Obsen'dfions of— on the Bengal Super- 
viNion of Orphanaite and Widows' 

Home Bill, 1940: pp. 991, 999. 309, 
308. 

Observations of- on Gwerai dtscuatidn 
on the Supplementary Rudiat 
r.Ktimates. p. :J3,3. ' 

fllMtervntionK ol -on the point of oaiier 
regaixling ditumsHion on the motion 
»»i the Hon'ble Minister on Rxeetn 
Grant p. 231. ^ 

OlnM nations of- on the of order 

regunlitig display of cloths in the 
tsiminhl.v Chniiilier by Dr. Nalinakshs 
^anyal. pp. 287. 288. 

•Observ atioii.s of— on the (|uestion of 

clearing id Press and Viaitora' gal- 
leries pp 260. 261. 262 . 263-64. 

Special Board 

Of to, Hu\h S|HHMal Hoaerra 

dad ig ) p l/>, 

standard cloth 

.,1 ,i„, „j,|, 

ilieir iiistrihutum (g.) p. l/vp 

^njiplv ol tg.) p, 22 

Stark, Mr. A. F. 

Bengal Money lendem (Aiiiendtnent i 

Bill. IPPI h. 313. 

Clearing of Press and Vuiitors' gal- 

leru-s p 261 

Strike 

^"^det H of Bengal luiU (Q.) p. 


Shahedall, Mr. 

3'heft of {{Ullltnc tioin Coiiidia District 
Boanl office and supply b\ (lo\ em- 
inent • 'g ) p 16 

Shamtuddln Ahmod, Mr. 

.\dj<nirntiient motion regartling ban 
ning of publication of a joint state- 
ment by the OppoHition leaders 
on the food 'situation H' Ibngnl 

pp. 2ti9-70. 

General tliscussion ot the Budget, pp 
ia'i -84 

Shameuddln Ahmed Khondkar, Mr. 

General discussion of the Budget pp 
134-37. 

Stkdar, Mr. RaMndra Nath 

Femilv allowance to aecunty prisoner 
(Q.t p. 225. 

Sinha, S|. Manindra Bhutan 

Delimitation of constituencies of 
Bankiire District Jkrard fg ) |». 92. 

Spoahor, Mr. (the Hon'ble Mr. Syed 

Nauilior Ail) 

OHseiHrations of — on the Mlioumment 
rnotton of Mr. Kiran Sankar Roy 
rejE^ardtng « banning of oublicatiop of 
a joint statement by the Opjmsition 
leadere on the fo<^ mtuation in 
Bengal: pp. 355, 356, 258, 359. 960. 


iliSAr dtithbutlon 

Gjs'nitig of ceniros by mills p. 89. 

Sugaroane 

Cultivation III Pitbnn district (U i 
Pl» 321-2 ) 

Suhrawardy, the Hon'ble Mr. H. S. j 

.Mleged lorcihle HciBure by Subdtei- 

Kwmai Officer of Baliirghet of 
thouHniids ol mauruls of padd.r 
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pp 37Hd^) 
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(ontrol at B<igra. (Q,) p. 23. 

Deiimnd for Grants-^ - 
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( Ihserrations by --on non-avaiUbthty 
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ffiitpul of standard cloth of the Bengal 
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Point of order regarding 

cloths in the Asaembiy 
Dr. Nalinaksha Banyel: 
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Requiiition of fuel wood by Subdiri- 
•lonal Officer of Vishnupur in 
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Stipiilefiienttry Estlmatat 

Pn^Hcnl ut lor 104:M4 pp. 18-.%. 

Tamliudclin Khan, the Hon'Mt Mr. 

Bengal Sutiervision oi Orphanage and 
Rldows’ Home Bill, 1040: pp 201. 
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pp. .mio. 
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Amount sanctioned and speal for — : 
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Theft and burglary 

At Senhati ip Khulna: (Q.) p. 224. 
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office and supply by Government: 
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Treatment 

Of security prisoner Sj. Kamala Kanta 
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p. 41 
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p. 14 

Watlur Rahman, Mr. 
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Walkar, Mr. J. R. 

Budget Discussion pp. 104-105, 
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etc., in the Ikmgai (Government 
Press (0 I p 2.% 
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